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Wishing you a joyful and peaceful Christmas and New Year from the
Magazine team
Thanks to all who contribute articles for the magazine
Keep them coming in please.
At present there is no charge for the magazine
but a small donation would be appreciated.

Items for the February 2017 magazine by
Sunday 14 January
please to Liz Royle via the Church Office or
Magazine email address .
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Services in December
Sunday School, Beginners Group and Crèche
meet every Sunday morning at 10.00am
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning service
Sunday 3rd December
1st Sunday in Advent
10.00am Morning worship - Mary Calladine
4.00pm United service at All Saints
Revd Greg and Fr. Ka Fai Lee, the new priest in charge at Our Lady, will sign
the Churches Together covenant.
There will be no evening service at Mickleover Methodist.
Sunday 10th December
2nd Sunday in Advent
10.00am Morning worship - Revd Chris Briggs District Mission Enabler
10.00am Spark to a Flame in Large Hall
6.30pm Evening worship - Holy Communion
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 17th December
3rd Sunday in Advent
10.00am Morning worship - Holy Communion & The Nativity
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Carol Service - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 24th December
4th Sunday in Advent – Christmas Eve
10.00am Morning worship - Terry Root
No 6.30pm Evening worship service
11.15pm Holy Communion - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 31st December
1st Sunday after Christmas
10.00am Morning worship - Anna Forey
6.30pm Evening worship - Phil Royle
Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they prepare and

and conduct their services in churches in this Circuit during this month

Services in January
Sunday School, Beginners Group and Crèche
meet every Sunday morning at 10.00am
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning service
Sunday 7th January
Covenant Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - Covenant Service & Holy Communion
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship –Revd Jenny Dyer
Sunday 14th January
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Revd Keith Burchell
10.00am Spark to a Flame in Large Hall
6.30pm Evening worship - Covenant Service & Holy Communion
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 21st January
Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity
10.00am Morning worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Susan McIvor
Sunday 28th January
Homeless Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
3.00pm- Healing Service - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship- - Revd Colin Emerson

Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they prepare

and conduct their services in churches in this Circuit during this
month
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From The Manse
The Reason for The Season
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In
my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told
you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where
I am you may be also.” John 14:1-3
It is that time of the year again when we celebrate the birth of a special
baby. He was born about 2,000 years ago. It is the most celebrated
birth in the world and in all of human history.
Once every year, beginning from September, preparations for the
celebration begin to build up, gathering momentum all the way until
they reach a climax on the morning of 25 th December, when hundreds
of millions of people come together in churches across the world to
celebrate this particular birthday.
But what is so special about this baby? Everybody has a birthday. And
most people celebrate their birthday. But no one is anywhere near as
powerful as this one. Why?

That’s the story of Christmas and it’s a story worth telling as often as
possible, not just once a year. And the story goes far beyond the
moment of the birth of baby Jesus – it goes all the way back to our first
parents: Adam and Eve. That’s where it all begins.
When Adam and Eve did something that God had told them not to do,
they became sinners, victims of a rebellion that was started by the
devil. And from them the nature of sin passed on to the rest of
humanity. The Bible says “. . . sin came into the world
through one man, and death through sin, and so death
spread to all men because all sinned” Romans 5:12.
It is this sin nature that leads us to do things our way,
rather than God’s; to depend on ourselves, rather than
God; to please ourselves, rather than God. But God created
us in the first place so that He will be first and all in all in
our lives. That we may serve Him, obey Him, and please Him.

first and all in all in our lives. That we may serve Him, obey Him,
and please Him.
Rather than being one with God, the sin nature also meant that
humanity had become one with the deceiver who started the
rebellion. God says He will bring sin and rebellion to judgement but
because of His love for us He also wants to save humanity from that
judgement.
This is where the story begins to turn into one of joy and
celebration. God will make a way out of the judgement. He will give
humanity an escape route. He does not want humanity to go the
same way as the deceiver. “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life.”
He cares about us. He loves us. He wants to rescue us. So He does
something: He sends His only Son. From a purely human way of
looking at things, it would have been far easier for Him to simply
forgive. So that that verse could simply have read ‘for God so loved
the world that he forgave us’. He chooses instead to do something:
He gives His one and only Son.
This then is the gift of Christmas – that God has chosen to send His
only Son to do what no one else could do. He comes to show us the
way out of the darkness of the rebellion that we inherited in our
human nature, and to show us the way back to God.

This is why He is named Jesus – the Saviour. This is why His birth is
so special: born of a virgin, God in human flesh, announced by
angels, welcomed by shepherds, celebrated by prophets and
worshipped by wise men.
And this Jesus is the great gift of Christmas. We usually have two
ways with gifts: we receive them or refuse. We are usually too polite
to reject most gifts. We may receive them and put them away
somewhere or give them away. We have to open all the gifts we
receive at Christmas to see what is in the
wrapping and to enjoy the gift.
It is the same with Christmas. God sent us a gift
nearly 2,000 years ago –a Person – His one and
only Son. God wants us to receive Him. .
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It is not something we do as a one off and tick it off a list and move
on to the next
Those who have received Jesus know that receiving Him is a
beginning. We receive Him so that we can be with Him and He with
us. It is the start of a relationship that lasts forever. It is as we
continue in that relationship that we get to know Him, enjoy Him and
delight in Him as He daily continues His saving work in us to fit us for
heaven.
This special Christmas gift of Jesus is for everyone and the celebration
every year offers a very beautiful opportunity to everyone not only to
receive Him but indeed to get closer and to know Him better.

What better time, what better day, and what better moment than this
could there be for receiving the very best of all gifts – the gift of God
Himself through His one and only Son.
I hope you will spend some time to reflect on the incomparable love
that God has shown to humanity by sending His one and only Son. I
hope you will open your heart to receive Him as your Lord and
Saviour during this season. I hope you will spend some time to get to
know Him better as you reflect on the stories of His birth and the life
He lived, the death He died, the resurrection He won, the ascension
He experienced and the promise He left to all who will ever receive
Him and become His disciples.
Yes, it will repay precious dividends to mediate on His great promise
that He will come again, a second time, this time not as a helpless
baby in a manger but as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, to take
away His people to be with Him forever. That will be the real
Christmas, the best ever! “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in
God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms. If it
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.”
It’s why we celebrate Christmas. It’s the reason for the season.
All best wishes for a happy Christmas and a glorious New Year!
In His Grace
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse

Darkness to Light
I read Greg`s letter in the November magazine with great interest, and it
made me wonder how it would affect my life if I believed everything in the
Bible in its entirety, that it was the unchanging word of God, and that I had
to live by everything written there.
Over the next few days, I tried to put myself in this
situation and found that it was a very dark and disturbing
place to be. For a start, it meant that the God of love
which I had always believed in was, in reality, a God who
instigated genocide, ethnic cleansing, mass destruction
and mass-murder. He also is prepared to subject the vast
majority of humanity to eternal torment which, by comparison, would
make the torturers of the Spanish Inquisition appear to be mere amateurs.
I would have to reject most of my family and friends for infringing various
in the
PSS
rules of behaviour and would Spark
have had
my
son stoned to death for
SSSSSSSS
rebelling in his teenage years. I would spend most of my life agonising
about how to keep to a set of laws which may have been appropriate in a
primitive emerging nomadic culture, trying to exist in a desert situation,
but are irrelevant in many cases in our modern culture and society. For
example, it must be very difficult to find clothes which are not of mixed
fibres, and I am very confused because in one book in the OT it tells me
not to trim my hair or beard and in another tells me how much of it I have
to shave off and when! As for a hope in Heaven, I doubt whether I would
make the grade, when according to the Book of Revelation entry is
extremely limited. My only glimmer of light was in Ezekiel 10 where the
angels appear to be driving around in what could be a description of a
Morgan!
After a few days of deep thought and study, I came to the conclusion that,
for me, to hold these beliefs would be totally incompatible with my
belonging to the Christian faith as I could not worship or respect the
vicious and vindictive god as described above.

I then began to ponder how could such a rigid view be held by a
great many people, the majority of whom I like and respect. I began
to wonder if much has to do with the Greek word “logos” which has
traditionally been translated as “the Word” with a capital W. When I
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trained as a local preacher many years ago, it was explained to me in simple
terms that Word generally referred to the Messiah, Christ, Jesus, who is the
embodiment of God in the world. The word with a lower-case “w” generally
means the spoken or written word and so the confusion begins when the
Bible is taken to be the Word with a capital. This has led to the Bible being
given the status of God in the mind of many, and has confined the creator
within the covers of a book. I believe that the Bible is a collection of writings
of humanity`s growing understanding of God, culminating in the Gospels
which describe the life and teaching of Jesus. Unfortunately, in my view,
more confusion is then added by the writings of Paul and John, who try to
gild the lily and add their own ideas as to how it should all be interpreted,
which, in its own way is fine, but they have been allocated a status far above
what they would probably have intended.
Then, amidst all of the gloom and darkness, there appeared a shining light as
I realised that this article would be read during the Christmas
season. We are about to celebrate the birth of Jesus who was to
grow up and become the Christ. Here we have the message to
the world that God is love, that all are loved by God, and that
we in our turn must love everyone. A simple creed, in its way,
and one that I can believe in although one which is a challenge
to live up to.
I like Christmas with all of the trimmings because even in a largely secular
society we can glimpse a better world of joy, smiles and love. Here, I
believe, is the atonement – at Christmas, where God becomes one of us and
one with us. At-one-ment - at last God at one with us and we at one with
God. For me atonement is not just an Easter concept as I cannot see that
punishment has anything to do with the matter. Atonement involves the love
of a Father coming to live with His children to show us all that we are loved
to the utmost, and that our task is to spread that love in the way we live our
lives.
In this we can show that we are at one with God which is a two-way process
of practical love, care and hope. This Gospel, this Good News (godspel is the
Old English term for good news), is one which brings joy and peace to
many, as well as a challenge in the way we live our lives. In what can, in so
many ways, be a dark and joyless world, we now celebrate the coming of the
light into that world and our lives.
A loving, joyful and peaceful Christmas time to everyone.
Phil Royle

What if? Navigating Change update
A few weeks ago the third national
Navigating Change conference took place
(you can read more about it in the Methodist
Recorder or at navigatingchange.org.uk). 250
Methodist Leaders gathered in Stoke and
Plymouth to seek and share ways of how the
Methodist Church in the UK can move
forward.
The issue of declining numbers in our churches and the particular difficulty
in reaching “The Missing Generations”, whilst still being ‘familiar church’
to existing congregations, has become a key theme centrally for
Methodism. The theme of the conference was “WHAT IF?”: what if decline
didn’t have to continue? What if God isn’t finished with Methodism yet?
What if the future of Methodism is bright?
It was attending the first Navigating Change conference in 2015 which kick
-started our own Navigating Change initiative in Mickleover. We share the
same challenges as many other churches in the UK. Many churches, having
made progress by seeking and responding to God’s special will for
themselves with their own individual contexts, strengths and
opportunities, now have stories to tell of transformation.
So, to our own progress at Mickleover. Following prayerful exploration of
the learnings from the Navigating Change conference and other inputs
during 2016, by the beginning of 2017 the Navigating Change group had
identified a number of things we could do to move forward together.
These things being split into 7 themes: One Church; Spiritual
Development; Equip to Serve; Mission and Evangelism; Building
Community; Attractive, Relevant, Engaging; Organisation. It was felt that
the next step should be to engage the rest of our church in the themes, so
that there was better understanding.
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in October. Some of the main observations were:
• People really value the friendship and care they experience at church
The vast majority believe that we should try to attract missing
generations and most of these people would be open to changes
happening. There are many people who like traditional worship and
many who like non-traditional styles of worship; some people
expressed worries about change and some people expressed worries
that we wouldn’t change. This led to the conclusion that: serving those
different needs would be best done through separate worship services.
Initially we should look to operate frequent traditional worship and non
-traditional worship (separately). Over time they can begin to share
aspects of their styles.
• Misunderstanding: There are some people who are concerned that
Navigating Change is all about doing away with traditional things and
replacing them, rather than its true intent of, with God’s guidance,
determining how we move forward together.
• Some people said that they no longer had the energy to help at church.
If this was your feedback (and even if it wasn’t), please pray for what
we are doing, that we may know God’s will and have the courage to
follow it. We can all pray!
October was Spiritual Development Month. A booklet for the month set a
number of challenges of new or different things we could do to help each
of us to grow closer to God.
The highlight was the Saturday morning Grow Together event. There were
fewer people there than we had hoped for but those who attended found
it inspiring, refreshing and a got a taste for more to come. Marilyn
prepared some fantastic prayer stations in the church which allowed for us
to spend peaceful time in reflection and prayer. She, along with the others
in the kitchen, also prepared some delicious bacon butties! Josh had a
presentation on modern worship, which he is planning to share again. We
closed the time together by sharing ‘what we do when we are alone with
God’: when do we find time? Do we stop to pray or pray ‘on
the go’? Do we have a visual focus when we spend time with
God? Do we listen to music? There was such a variety and
people were strengthened by hearing things

things from others, both good times and times when ‘time with God’
seems more difficult. We plan to do this more in the future and we
hope that more people will take the opportunity to get involved.
Thank you to all who provided feedback from One Church and
Spiritual Development months.
And finally…. Organisation. Church Council set up a working group to
create a proposal for a new organisation structure and mechanism
for our Church. The sharing and consultation of this began in midNovember and you should have had several opportunities to find out
more and to identify any concerns you see.
Feedback from the consultation will be used to revise the proposal
which will be put before Church Council early in 2018. If you have
not taken part in the consultation and would like to, please see a
member of the working group (Chris, Ray, Derrick, Charles and Andy)
by early December to ensure that something can be arranged before
the consultation end date of the 8th December.

Many thanks to all of those who have been involved in the praying,
thinking, discussing, sharing, planning and doing with Navigating
Change this year. We look forward to seeking God’s will and moving
forward in 2018. What if ……… God has exciting plans for Mickleover?
Andy Moore

Traditional Healing Service
Please note that Greg will be leading
a traditional healing service on
Sunday 28th January 2018
at 3pm in church
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MHA Best for Ages – Sponsored Walk
7 October 2017
High Peak Trail

First I must congratulate Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse for completing
17 miles – a splendid achievement. With 3.5 miles under our belt
Brenda Wigley (Duffield Methodist Church) and myself were
pleased to achieve our goal. We are grateful so many have
encouraged and supported us in our efforts to raise much needed
funds for elderly people in need of the extra support provided with
charitable income.
Charitable income is used to enhance the quality of life for many
living in our own community through Live at Home Schemes and
through music therapy, reaching into the lives of those experiencing
dementia. This work is so valuable and every pound we have raised
I know will be well used.
I'm pleased to announce, with the support of Dean Street, Duffield
and Mickleover Churches, the grand combined total raised is £745
On behalf of all who will benefit a very big “THANK YOU”
Barbara Sims
Barbara Sims

Sparky’s slot .
Wow! it's my favourite time of year. Lots and lots of leaves to
shuffle and snuffle through. But I'm beginning to get very sleepy
and a bit confused . I've been enjoying visiting my friends, Josh and
Lily, snuggling up by the fire in their living room, and one Sunday I
thought we were all going to Spark to a Flame but when I shuffled
into church, I found a great pile of brightly coloured boxes . They
looked just the kind of place for a little hedgehog to curl up and
sleep for the winter but when I inspected them I found that they'd
were all filled with lots of toys and soapie things and crayons and
warm hats and scarves, crammed so full that there wasn't even a
tiny, little corner for me.
I found out in the service that all the boxes were going to be sent
abroad and given to children who maybe don't have all the lovely
things that my friends in Mickleover have. And we talked about
collecting money for JMA and some children received certificates
and badges.

Afterwards my friend Olivia asked me to go home to her house Mickleover people are ever so friendly - and I was so comfy there
that on the real Spark to A Flame morning I overslept!!!! When I
opened my eyes the house was empty, but I could hear some music
getting nearer and nearer so I shuffled out of the house and up the
road and found myself watching a procession, marching up to the
church on the corner.
I recognised lots of my friends who I usually see at Spark to A Flame
because today they were part of the big parade for Remembrance
Sunday , and I saw Ben carrying14the big wreath of poppies from our
church. And as I snuffled in the leaves and

listened to the service by the war memorial, with people from
all the other churches and organisations in Mickleover, it made
me think that we are all part of one big family in Mickleover
Hang on a mo - I've just remembered the shoeboxes - is it
more than one big family in Mickleover? Is it one big family all
over the world? God's family.

Too much thinking. Back to sleep now - hope I wake up for
next Spark to A Flame - it'll probably be Christmassy!

Have you had chance to use it yet?
Our prayer tree has been brought back after a
period in storage and is now available again for
all of us to make use of.
It is a way for us to share our prayer requests if
we are not able to get to any of the regular
church prayer meetings. I
It is for use by anyone, regular worshiper or
visitor;- all you need to do is complete a prayer
card and hang it on one of the branches and
they will be collected at various times through the week and used
by the church prayer groups during the following week.
The tree can be used for any prayer; prayers of thanks and praise
or prayers for specific events, circumstances or people – we just
ask that if the prayer is for someone other than yourself, please
think of confidentiality and courtesy, and don’t include any
personal details without their permission.
It would be good to see this used regularly, so please consider it
yourself, and encourage others to use it too.
Mike Shooter
I

Introducing Rev’d Chris Briggs – District Mission Enabler
On 10th December we welcome Rev’d Chris Briggs from Kirkby-inAshfield to our pulpit. Chris is newly appointed as District Mission
Enabler working closely with Michele Simms who has a role as Fresh
Expressions Pioneer Enabler.
Chris has had plenty of experience within his role, in the Southampton
District he was able to be involved in mission and evangelism during
the 2012 Olympics, being Superintendent at Portland Circuit close to
where the sailing events took place.

His association with mission and evangelism is multi-faceted, including
Debt Counselling, foodbanks, Street Pastors, Healing on the Streets and
many others.
His view seems to be quite clear. He accepts that there are many books
available on mission, evangelism and discipleship as well as different
programmes and techniques that can be followed, but in the end
mission is allowing ourselves to be caught up in God’s mission and
allowing ourselves to be the conduit through which His love can flow
to touch and transform others.
On looking at his profile on the Nottingham & Derby Methodist
Website I was rather intrigued to see a picture of a Backward Clock
and I quote from the article which comments on that clock
“Too often we look backwards and long for the good old
days. That is an understandable, tempting thing to do,
but God’s Spirit calls us onwards and challenges us to
follow into new ventures, adventures and horizons.
I am sure that the morning service will be entertaining,
provoking and challenging and I am sure Chris will offer
himself as a resource that we can use as we consider what steps we
could take.
If you get a chance have a look at the N & D Methodist website and
peruse some of the topics under the heading Faith. Included is Fresh
Expressions which worth reading.
Ray Forey
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The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is from
the 18th to the 25th January 2018
Material for 2018 was produced in the Caribbean and uses Exodus 15, a song
of triumph over oppression, as the motif of the Week of Prayer. Further
details in the New Year.

Hard times at the North Pole Organization
The recent announcement that Donner and Blitzen have elected to
take the early reindeer retirement package has triggered a good deal
of concern about whether they will be replaced, and about other
restructuring decisions at the North Pole.
Streamlining is due to the North Pole's loss of dominance in the
season's gift distribution business. The Internet, Home Shopping TV
channels and mail order catalogues have diminished Santa's market
share. He and the Board could not sit idly by and permit further
erosion of the profit picture.
The reindeer downsizing was made possible through purchase of a
late model Japanese sled for the CEO's annual trip. Improved
productivity from Dasher and Dancer is anticipated. Reduction in the
reindeer will also lessen airborne environmental emissions for which
the North Pole has received unfavourable press (gas and solid
waste).
We're pleased to inform you that Rudolph's role will not be disturbed.
Tradition still counts for something at the North Pole!
As for further restructuring, today's global challenges require the
North Pole to continue to look for better, more competitive steps.
Effective immediately, the following economy measures are to take
place in the "Twelve Days of Christmas" music subsidiary:
- The partridge will be retained, but the pear tree, which never
produced the cash crop forecasted, will be replaced by a plastic
hanging plant, providing considerable savings in maintenance;
- Two turtle doves represent a redundancy that is simply not cost
effective. In addition, their romance during working hours could not
be condoned.
- The three French hens will remain intact.
- The four calling birds will be replaced by an automated voice mail
system, with a call waiting option. An analysis is underway to
determine who the birds have been calling, how often and how long
they talked;
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-The five golden rings have been put on hold by the Board of Directors.
- The six geese-a-laying constitutes a luxury which can no longer be
afforded. It has long been felt that the production rate of one egg per
goose per day was an example of the general decline in productivity.
Three geese will be let go,
- The seven swans-a-swimming is obviously a number chosen in better
times. The function is primarily decorative. Mechanical swans are on
order.—

- The eight maids-a-milking concept has been under heavy scrutiny.. A
male/female balance in the workforce is being sought. The more militant
maids consider this a dead-end job with no upward mobility. Automation
of the process may permit the maids to try a-mending, a-mentoring or a
-mulching;
- Nine ladies dancing has always been an odd number. This function will
be phased out as these individuals grow older and can no longer do the
steps;
- Ten Lords-a-leaping is overkill. The high cost of Lords, prompted the
suggestion replacing this group with ten out-of-work congressmen. While
leaping ability may be somewhat sacrificed, the savings are significant as
we expect an oversupply of unemployed congressmen this year;
- Eleven pipers piping and twelve drummers drumming is a simple case
of the band getting too big. A substitution with a string quartet, a
cutback on new music, and no uniforms, will produce savings which will
drop right to the bottom line;

Though incomplete, studies indicate that stretching deliveries over
twelve days is inefficient. If we can drop one day, service levels will be
improved.
Deeper cuts may be necessary in the future to remain competitive.
Should that happen, the Board will request management to scrutinize the
Snow White Division to see if seven dwarfs is the right number.

The Wicked
Fairy at the
Manger

Christmas Cards

U A Fanthorpe
My gift for the child:
No wife, kids, home;
No money
sense. Unemployable.
Friends, yes. But the wrong
sort The workshy, women,
wimps,
Petty infringers of the law,
persons
With notifiable diseases.
Poll tax collectors, tarts;
The bottom rung.
His end?
I think we'll make it
Public, prolonged, painful.
Right, said the baby, That
was roughly
What we had in mind.

Each year at MMC, we have
a Christmas Card board at
Church. Instead of everyone
sending lots of Christmas
cards, each of us can choose to
send just one Christmas card,
to all our friends at church.
These cards are displayed on a
notice board in church, so that
everyone can read the
greetings which have been
sent.
Not only does this save on
paper but we also invite a
donation of the money you
have saved on buying cards,
which we then give to charity.

This year Sunday School’s
chosen charity is ‘Treetops’

The Living Faith choir invite you to a concert of Christmas Music
at Mickleover Methodist on Saturday 9 December at 3pm.
Refreshments provided after the concert. Admission free but donations
welcomed for ‘Tree Tops’ charity - the charity chosen by Sunday
School.
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News from 149th Derby (Mickleover Methodist) Scout Group
Recent Events
•

The Remembrance Parade in Mickleover was well attended by members
of the Scout Group, & we were very proud to see all of the children
actively participating

Christmas is coming ........
• Stamp & Deliver – is the first thing you will see, with the sorting office
on the church landing from the start of December, as in previous years.
Stamps will be on sale at the Mickleover Christmas Fair on the 26 th
November & will be available from the church office. A Post Box will be
located in the church entrance to post cards. The charities being
supported this year are Air Ambulance, Derby Mountain Rescue. The
post boxes open from the 2nd Dec.
•

The Scout Carol Service is planned for the 17th Dec at 3pm. We would
be pleased if church members would come along to the service & join us
for coffee, tea, & mince pies after the service.
Do You Know Anyone…..
•

whose children want to take part in exciting activities; if so pass on
our details, we have places available for all ages.
• who would like to help out with Scouts, we could use extra help from
willing adults in various areas
One Last Thing........
• Are you a Facebook user; then why not visit our Facebook page to
see what is happening. Search for @149scoutgroup on Facebook
Frank Bell – Group Chairman

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO A CHRISTMAS
PARTY
GUEST OF HONOR: Jesus Christ
DATE: Every day. Traditionally,
December 25, but He's always
around, so the date is flexible.
TIME: Whenever you're ready. Please don't be too late
though, or you'll miss out on all the fun.
PLACE: In your heart. He'll meet you there--you'll hear
Him knock.

ATTIRE: Come as you are. Grubbies are okay as He'll
be washing our clothes anyway. He said something
about new white robes and crowns for everyone who
stays till the last.
TICKETS: Admission is free. He's already paid for
everyone. He says you wouldn't have been able to
afford it - it's cost Him everything He had!
REFRESHMENTS: New wine, bread and a far-out drink
He calls "living water." This will be followed by a
supper, that promises to be out of this world!!
GIFT SUGGESTIONS: Your heart. He's one of those
people who already has everything else. He's very
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generous in return though - just wait until you
what He has for you

see

ENTERTAINMENT: Joy, Peace, Truth, Light, Life,
Love, Real Happiness, Communion with God,
Forgiveness, Miracles, Healing, Power, Eternity in
Paradise...and much more!
RSVP: Very Important! He must know ahead, so He
can reserve a spot for you at the table
ALL OF YOU WHO WILL BE THERE- PLEASE
SHARE THIS INVITATION WITH SOMEONE ELSE

Christmas crackers!
Q: Why are sardines the stupidest fish in the sea ?
A: Because they climb into tins, close the lid and
leave the key outside!
Q: How do you communicate with a fish?
A: Drop him a line!
Q: What do you get when you cross fish and an
elephant?
A: Swimming trunks.
Q: Why are some fish at the bottom of the ocean?
A: Because they dropped out of school!
Q: What fish will a greedy fisher catch?
A: Selfish
Q: What do romantic fish sing to each other?
A: Salmon-chanted evening

How is Advent different from Christmas?
Advent is about looking ahead to the coming of Christ in the
world, including thinking of Christ’s second coming, while Christmas
Is about looking back to the birth of a vulnerable baby into a world
that didn’t want him and didn’t recognize who he was.

Advent is about

Christmas is about

Anticipation and expectation
Delayed gratification
Waiting for something in the future
Hoping
Holding on in faith
Clearing out the old
Making space for what is to come

Celebration
Gratefully receiving
The end of waiting
Hopes fulfilled
Seeing with our own eyes
Bringing in the new
Filling space with what has
arrived
Indulging
Pausing
Doing
Experiencing
Abundance
Living in the new

Denying
Pressing on
Planning
Preparing
Abstinence
Looking ahead
A New Year’s prayer 2018
Lord of the Years,

At the start of this New Year we ask for your presence, protection and
guidance for every minute of every day of every month ahead. Thank
you that we do not go into this New Year alone. Thank you for loving us
so much that you gave us Jesus to lead us to you.
May we commit ourselves afresh to serve you, to love you and to share
your
love
with
those
who
don’t
yet
know
you.
May we make a difference for your Kingdom in 2018.
In Jesus’s name. Amen
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Operation Christmas Child 2017 – Samaritan’s Purse
Thanks once again to all who generously donated. The front of the church
looked really decorative with the 67 boxes by our church and Dean Street. Also
thanks to some folk locally who supported the scheme, please pass on that their
contribution is gratefully received
When I took the last
remaining boxes in this week
it was still not certain where
our gifts would go, but there
was a very strong likelihood
that it would be Eastern
Europe and indications were
that it might be Romania.
Ray Forey

INTRODUCING ALI STACEY-CHAPMAN
At the end of November, Alison Stacey-Chapman
moved into Liversage Square to be our new Pioneer
Missioner at Susanna Wesley House.
Ali comes originally from Middlesbrough and
studied History and Politics at Durham University. She has been
a street pastor, and worked in a domestic abuse hostel. For the
last four years she has worked for Richmond and Hounslow
Methodist Circuit in west London, firstly as a Lay Pastor and then
as an Urban Missioner. She is very much looking forward to
serving God with us in Derby city centre.
Ali will start work on Monday 4th December. Come and meet
her at the next Open Day at Susanna Wesley House, Liversage
Square, off Traffic Street on Thursday 14 December open from
10am to 3pm.

