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Thanks to all who contribute articles for the magazine
Keep them coming in please.
At present there is no charge for the magazine
but a small donation would be appreciated.

Items for the September 2017 magazine by
Sunday 19th August
please to Liz Royle via the Church Office or
Magazine email address .
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Services in July
Sunday School, Beginners Group and Crèche
every Sunday morning at 10.00am
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning service

Sunday 2nd July

13th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Revd John Bland
6.30pm Evening worship - Praise the Lord!

Sunday 9th July

Action for Children Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - Margaret Baker
10.00am Spark to a Flame outdoors at Kipling Drive field
( weather permitting otherwise in Large Hall))
6.30pm Evening worship - Holy Communion
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse and Revd Gareth Higgs

Sunday 16th July

15th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse

Sunday 23rdJuly

16th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Holy Communion
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse and Revd Raymond Lunt
6.30pm Evening worship - Phil Royle

Sunday 30th July

17th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship including thanksgiving for Florence Brown
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Theresa Hartwright
Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they prepare and
conduct their services in churches in this Circuit during this month

Services in August
Sunday School, Beginners Group and Crèche
every Sunday morning at 10.00am
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning
service

Sunday 6th August

18th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship—Terry Root
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Jenny Dyer

Sunday 13th August

19th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Linda Sandars
10.00am Spark to a Flame at Happy Hens
(keep a lookout in Church notices for further information)
6.30pm Evening worship - Holy Communion
Revd Helen White

Sunday 20th August

20th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Jean Clarke
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Colin Emerson

Sunday 27th August

21st in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Holy Communion
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse with Revd John Bland
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they
prepare and conduct their services in churches in this Circuit
during this month
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From The Manse

The Alternative Community
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the Kingdom of his beloved Son. Colossians
1:13
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy.” 1Peter 2:10

How very easy indeed it is to read those words and pass
over them without any thought. Yet they powerfully
illustrate the whole idea of who the church is: an
assembly of people who have been taken from one place
(the domain of darkness) to another (the Kingdom of
God’s beloved Son). The domain of darkness is the one
every person is naturally born into. The Kingdom of
God’s Son, Christ Jesus, is the one into which we must
be spiritually born into.
That rebirth is what Christ is talking about when He says
to Nicodemus, the Jewish ruler, “Except a man is born
again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God” (John 3:3).
It’s what we see described in the first chapter of the
Gospel of John. Referring to Christ, John says, “He was
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet
the world did not know him. But to all who did receive
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of
God.” John 1: 10-13.

This has some very important implications for church:
those who have been called out from the domain of
darkness and transferred to the Kingdom of Christ. And
it is crucial that we are fully aware of them if we are to

function faithfully as God’s people. I will mention just a few
here
The first is of these implications is that the new birth brings
us into a distinct new community – the community of the
redeemed. It is a new community by virtue of its being
called out, transferred, set apart and holy. In his first letter,
the apostle Peter says to the called-out ones to whom he
writes “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light. Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 1Peter
2:9-10

This distinction as called-out people is precisely what makes
them light and salt. In a world of darkness and evil, the
church is meant to be the alternative community which
attracts others to what God is doing in its midst. The
community can lose that distinction when it loses its sense
of identity as a set apart community. To lose that distinction
is to lose its light, and its saltiness. In order words, it will
lose its relevance and attractiveness and no one would
really be interested in engaging with it. Like a candle that is
burned out and salt that is mixed with sand (both of which
will end up in the bin), it will have no value whatsoever.
The second implication is that this new community
recognises itself as the property of Christ who has bought it
with His blood. It knows that Christ is its Head, itself as His
body. If Christ is to function as its Head,
it will need to be eager to listen to His
voice and learn His instructions so that it
can obey Him. And the only way to hear
His voice is through His
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word: When the Bible speaks, God speaks. This obviously
means that this community will make a priority of a
constant reading and studying of the Bible.
So, thirdly, it goes without saying that this community will
as a matter of course recognise that the Word of God is its
Constitution or supreme law. The Bible will be the final
authority in the whole life of the community. And it will be
obliged to swear absolute fidelity to its teaching, ‘for
richer, for poorer’, even by death.

It is the clear teaching of the Bible and Church history that
God’s people decline when they swerve from that fidelity
to His Word, and they grow when they return to obedience
to His Word. As those who have been called out, it would
repay huge dividends for us to examine our lives in the
light of the decline we have suffered for so long, and to
seek God in genuine repentance and fidelity to His word.
Summer Reading
The holiday season is already here and many of you will
be making much of the sun at this time. I would like to
recommend a few books for your holiday reading. You
may have well worn copies of John Bunyan’s Pilgrims
Progress on your shelves but it is an evergreen story and
never a bore or a chore to read. But I am especially
thinking of the younger ones among us who may not have
read it yet. Give them a copy. J.C. Ryle’s Christian Leaders
of the 18th Century is a great boost to faith and I cannot
recommend it highly enough. Finally, J.I Packer’s classic
Knowing God should remain within easy reach for
reference long after your first reading. It will help you to
know God.
Happy holidays and happy reading.
In His Grace
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse

.
August 13th S2aF at Happy
Hens—more details to follow

Spark in the Park

Sunday 9 July 10am
Kipling Drive Green

Spark in the PSS

Spark in the Park - Sunday 9 July 10am
on the green grass on Kipling Drive,
just past Tesco’s and in front of The Limes.
SSSSSSSS

Bless you (not to be sneezed at!)

Time of worship, singing modern worship songs, prayers
and Bible reading from Matthew ch 5
Activities for all ages and abilities:
•
Drama reflecting on one or more of the Beatitudes.
•
Discussion - what do the Beatitudes mean to you?
•
Art -draw something that makes you feel close to God
•
Meditation on the natural world around us.
•
Making music by singing some new worship songs
•
Making a collage from natural materials.
Bring blankets and chairs
If weather is unkind meet at Mickleover Methodist Church
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Forthcoming Circuit services:
•

Sunday 2nd July a Local Preacher accreditation service
at Ashbourne Rd Church, 6.15pm

The service at 6.30pm at Mickleover Methodist will be a local
arrangement - an evening of praise.

•

•

Sunday 23 July 7pm at The Church on Oakwood - a
farewell service for Revd Moira Biggins, Revd Peter Bates,
Revd Joseph Tembo and Deacon Jane Rice as they leave
the Circuit over the summer.
A welcome service for Revd Neil Draper at The Church on
Oakwood, 7.00pm Friday 1st September. Revd Loraine
Mellor will be presiding.

A time of prayer -

at 8am for approximately
one hour at Church.
If you are unable to come please
consider praying wherever
you are during this time.

This is a regular fortnightly
opportunity for corporate prayer.
Dates in July are the 8th and 22nd
Dates in August are 5th and 19th
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Wesley Guild
Our session began on 14th
September 2016 with
communion given by Rev
Ted Ager. Since then we have enjoyed
many different evenings together
including a very successful Bible Bring and
Buy with the expert help of Brian Sims.
This raised a total of £108 for our funds.
Following a very enjoyable evening spent
with our friends from Findern Methodist
Church in July last year, we invited them
to come to our guild this April. We were
told there would only be about 5 people
but 25 turned up on the day. However,
we managed to make the food go round,
and everyone enjoyed the entertainment
and refreshments.
At our A G M in May, Alan Woodcock
stepped down from the committee and
Ted Ager agreed to join. A presentation
was made to Alan to thank him for all his
faithful years of service to both Midweek
Fellowship and Wesley Guild.
We have our new programme available,
which begins on 13th September. If you
would like to join us you will be made
very welcome.
Margaret Vincent

Little Micklers
Little Micklers has had a
very happy year.
We have ninety families
who attend, (fortunately
not all on the same day!)
We usually run at about
thirty- five families in each
session, which has
enabled the team to get to
know individuals much
better and build good
friendships with them.
Many thanks must go to
the team who have worked
so hard throughout the
year and always remained
welcoming and loving to
those who come.
Please pray for the dozen
children, and their families,
who will be moving up to
school this September, that
school will be stimulating
and intriguing, as they
launch on the adventure of
education.
It is a great delight that in
September we will have
been running for ten

Join the Club?
.

Many of you will know that I am a member of the MSCC – Morgan
Sports Car Club. It is not an owners` or drivers` club, but open to all
enthusiasts no matter what they drive. At the latest count there were
4636 members. The club is split up into regional centres which we
can attend or not as we wish. I am lucky in that our local centre is
very wide ranging in its interests, whereas some other centres may
only be interested in a certain aspect of “Morganeering” e.g. racing,
restoration, car maintenance or polishing to the Nth degree and
anyone not particularly interested in whichever it is can feel a bit of
an outsider, in which case they attend another centre.
I have found the club very supportive and helpful over the last eight
years. For the past seven years I have organised the club`s stand at a
couple of large events at the NEC in Birmingham and stated last year
that it would be my last and so needed a volunteer to take over or
work in parallel with me for a year. You would think that with over
4,000 members there would be a flurry of offers but I am still waiting
for the email or phone call and am not holding my breath.
Members tend to be of a certain “maturity” and there is definitely a
generation gap in the club. This is to be expected as Morgans are not
generally used as family cars, and so we have to accept this unless
Malvern decides to make a family saloon – in which case it would
not really be the essence of the marque. Does any of this strike a
chord with you?
In our church at the moment we are, quite rightly, exploring ways of
reaching out to those who are not engaging with the church. There
have been a number of possible solutions suggested ranging from
mission statements, prayer, reading the Bible, alternative forms of
worship and so on all of which need to be explored.
However, we need to consider our aim in this exploration. Some may
point to a church with hundreds or thousands of attendees which
quite frankly would horrify me as there is a limit to how many can be
cared for before the church needs to seed another one to keep
numbers manageable. Some say we need to become more spiritual or
prayerful in our outlook and make more use of study and
12
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quite frankly would horrify me as there is a limit to how many can be
cared for before the church needs to seed another one to keep numbers
manageable.
Some say we need to become more spiritual or prayerful in our outlook
and make more use of study and contemplation, whereas some express a
need for a more lively and contemporary style of service.
If there were an easy answer to all of this we would have taken it up as
the church universal a long time ago. It is a complex matter and at the
heart of it needs people who will take up responsibility for activities and
worship within the church as, like my car club, it tends to devolve to a
few people who are prepared to get stuck in.
We also need to work within the structures of the Methodist Church, in
that for our own peace of mind and the well-being of others, we must
make sure that those leading services are accredited in
some way by the church and are aware of our doctrines
and practices.
I find at times that I become frustrated with some of the
workings of our church and wish that they would move
doctrinally with the times, but in the end, I have to accept
the discipline of Methodism in my preaching and churchlife although I may work to change it.
We are concerned about the “Missing Generation” within our church
and this also applies to many organisations, but have we researched as
to why this generation is missing and what do THEY consider is the
way forward? They may want short, time-limited services so they can fit
in with family timings, do they need babysitters, a chance to discuss
topical matters/issues, a time of quiet, a Christian entertainment session
or a time to come together other than on a Sunday?
It may turn out that no matter what is done, the lifestyle of this
generation precludes attending a church in whatever form, as young
families have so many pressures on them where both parents have to
work – sometimes with two jobs - to make ends meet, where family
may be a distance away and so needs time to visit them and they are .not

readily available for childcare, where time to spend as a family may
be so limited and precious that they simply have neither the time or
the energy for any activity outside the home. In this case we need
perhaps to think of electronic methods of being in touch so that they
know that they are being considered and that they can still be a part of
our church, even if they are not physically present.
I hope that you are sitting down for the next bit as most of you know
that St. Paul and I do not see eye to eye on many matters, but I do
agree with him that the most important aspect of our Christianity is
love. No matter how much we pray, study the scriptures, or are
enthusiastic in our worship, if we do not love and care for those within
our church and those with whom we come into contact, we will not
succeed as a viable church.
I have over several decades been in many churches from loud and
noisy to quiet and contemplative, from rock music to
Gregorian chant, those where there is constant prayer and
those who are very well versed in the scriptures, but I
have found my spiritual home in Mickleover Methodist
Church, where I feel welcome, supported and most of all
loved, as I believe that here is a group of people who live
the scriptures, and for whom life itself has become a
prayer.

I believe that at Mickleover we have a strong, warmly-welcoming and
vibrant church which is an example to others and we need to value
what we have whilst building on these firm foundations. As we move
forward we need to do so sensitively, recognising the good aspects
and faithful members within our fellowship, and develop these as we
look to continue our work.
Phil Royle
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How are we disturbing the present
in the Church today?

In her inaugural address, the Revd Loraine Mellor, the
newly elected President of the Methodist Conference,
asked: "How are we disturbing the present in the Church
today?" as she shared her concerns with the current state
of the Church and her vision for taking radical risks to
change its culture.
Reflecting on her worries over the "declining Church",
Loraine took a sobering look at the current state of the
Methodist Church and its dwindling membership." We
don't have too many churches, we just don't have enough
people in them..."
As a potential solution, Loraine implored Methodists to
take radical steps to change the shape of the Church,
through a renewed focus on God-centered worship,
generous hospitality and being unafraid of failure in
evangelism.
Let us focus on our worship where we encounter our living
God, we have to be generous and hospitable and we have
to make some decisions which give us a hope and a future.
"I know I am part, at present, of a declining Church, but I
am not part of a declining gospel. The gospel of Jesus Christ
is here to stay, but has the time not come of us to be
radical? To take some risks in order that we can grow?
"Because, you see… I don't believe that God is done with us
just yet."

Sparky’s slot
Snuffle!

Snuffle!

I'm having a really busy

month. You might have seen me snuffling
round the church building .Usually after Spark to a Flame I go
home with one of my new friends (to snuffle round their house
while they help me write my report) or sometimes I hide in a
cupboard in the social area (to snuffle around in the paper and
crayons and glue.) I enjoy that because through the crack in
the cupboard door I can watch all the people coming and

going every day. I get woken up in the
morning by lots of chatter from all
these children who disappear through
the "Pre-school" door

and everyday

I see different people, coming at
different times, to do different things. But I never really
understood what it was all about.

But last Spark to a Flame I stopped snuffling for a bit and sat
very quietly on the windowsill and I found out that everyone
was part of ONE CHURCH - all the people at Spark to a Flame
- all the people in the Big Church - all the people who I see
coming in and out of the building - all the children all the
grown ups - all part of ONE CHURCH. And we're here because
God loves us and we love God . We may all be a little bit

different ( I'm a bit prickly ) and we may enjoy different things
( I enjoy snuffling about)

but we are all part of God's family

and part of our ONE CHURCH family. Some of the Beavers
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showed us their own photographs of all the different things

they

enjoyed doing.
Mike whizzed us through lots of very different people whom Jesus
met when He was on earth. We experimented with different ways of
making worship music. We tried different ways of praying - the
Mexican prayer wave was good ( I just waggled my prickles!) and

some people spent a very quiet time
praying and crayoning. And there was a
very funny drama about what it must be
like coming to church for the first time.
But we learned that even if we are
different , we all need each other and we
must all work together. So we did some challenges and craftwork
that needed a lot of teamwork and in our Bible story we built up
the body of a person. Can you guess what that reading was?
And we put all our ideas about church together in a WORDLE, Do
you know what that is? See if you can spot it anywhere..
It was a super morning but when we were clearing up afterwards I
was snuffling about among the ONE CHURCH prayer cards and
booklets and I decided to do my part in the ONE CHURCH team. So
I've been carrying those prayer cards around the building, so that
everyone has a chance to see them and take one home..

Have you spotted me ?
Happy snuffling.

Sparky

See you on 9 July for Spark in the Park!

Money Matters
Charities would struggle financially without
receiving the generous benefit of Gift Aid and Gift
Aid Small Donation Scheme (GASDS). At our
church we received about £16,000 for the tax
year to April 2017.
Claiming the refunds happens behind the scenes without much in
the way of publicity and I thought that it might be of interest if an
article was included in the magazine.
Gift Aid

In one form of another Gift Aid has been around for many years. The
concept is that if you are a taxpayer and make a contribution to a
charity, then the charity can recover tax based on the donation you
make.
The process is simple and all that is required is that a Declaration is
completed by the donor, authorising the claim and declaring tax is
paid. The address has to be quoted so that HMRC can verify that it is
correct. All that is required then is to add together all donations to
the church by that donor which could be through the envelope
scheme, standing orders, specific donations or even for donations to
other Methodist causes for example the retiring collection for Easter
Offering. This is submitted to HMRC (Tax Office) in the required
format and then within a few weeks the amount claimed is sent to
our bank account.
Gift Aid Small Donation Scheme (GASDS)
We are now into the 5th year of this new scheme. I believe that the
concept is to provide financial help to all charities especially the
smaller ones that have a low income.
The beauty of the scheme is that any money the church receives can
be included as long as not already used for a claim for Gift Aid. So
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this means all the loose change on the
collection plate, the envelope scheme, we can
even include the donations for coffee after
church and the money that is put in the
collection for magazines.
All the qualifying donations are added up and we can claim back
25% of the donations made up to a total of £8000 made in
donations. To date we have not been able to recover the maximum
possible at this level. So everyone helps us by their contributions.
There are some restrictions that we have to abide by.
• There has to be a comprehensive audit trail through to the bank

account. Our Treasurer makes sure that we comply with this rule.
•

A single donation cannot be in excess of £20. This is worth
noting as if you have been away for a while and put several
envelopes in the plate at the same time if this is over £20 That
week’s contribution has to be left out of the claim. If the
envelopes were spread over 2 weeks then that might mean that
all can be included

•

No cheques can be included in the claim for GASDS. So if you
are not on Gift Aid you can help increase claim if you avoid
putting a cheque in your envelope.

It all sounds complicated, but it is not that difficult to administer.
Because Gift Aid is simpler I would like to maximise the amount we
claim through Gift Aid. Because of a change in wording I will need to
be writing to all Gift Aid donors to complete a new form, so now is a
good time to speak with me if you would like to join the Gift Aid
scheme.
Ray Forey

Inside every old person is a young one
trying to get out You tell me I’m getting old, I tell you that’s not so.
The house I live in is getting worn out
And that of course I know
It’s being in use a long while,
It\s weathered many a gale
I’m not surprised you think it’s
getting rather frail.
The colours changing in the roof
The windows getting dim,
The walls a bit transparent and
looking rather thin
The foundations not so steady as they use to be
My house is getting shaky nut my house isn’t me.
My few short years can’t make me old
I feel I’m in my youth
Eternity lies just ahead—a life of joy and truth
I’m Going to live forever there– life will go on
You tell me I’m getting old, you just don’t understand
The dweller in my house is young, bright, and gay
Just starting on a life to last throughout eternal day
You only see the outside which is what most folks see
You tell me I’m getting old You’ve mixed the house up with me.
Anon
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Leisure time activities – a sorry tale
It can be hard finding
groups to join in your
leisure hours.
I joined the history society but that’s all in the past now.
I joined the cricket club dancing group. We had six balls
and then it was over.
I joined the model railway club but it went off the rails.
I joined the bridge club but it collapsed.
I joined the bowls club but that came to an end.
I joined the reading group at the library but I’ve closed that
chapter.
I joined the cul-de-sac research group but our work came to
the end of the road.
I joined the steeplechase athletics group but it fell at the first
hurdle.
I joined the Jack and Jill Appreciation Society but it went
downhill fast.
I joined the detective novel reading group but it was all a
mystery to me.
I joined the dog grooming group but soon realised it was all
for show.
I joined the health club but it didn’t end well.
I joined the DIY club but it got into a fix.
I joined the orchestral music composing society but there’s
nothing to be said on that score.
I nearly joined the chess club but those plans were
checked.
So finally I joined the Origami club but it folded.

This is the Lord’s Day
Sunday in church congregations, is
synonymous with the “worship day”.
It’s a day of social and public worship
that draws particular attention to the
activity of Jesus and our response to
it. (e.g. Fred Pratt Green’s God is
here! As we his people, StF 25.)
However, the very day itself has also been seen as an
important expression of Christian faith. Traditionally
the first day of the week, Sunday recalls two key faith
events.
▪ First, the beginning of God’s work with us – the first
Day of creation when “God said, ‘Let there be light’ and
there was light…” (Genesis 1: 1-5)
▪ Secondly, the resurrection of Jesus. The four Gospels
state it was on the morning of the first day, the day on
which creation began when God ‘separated light from
darkness’, that the empty tomb was discovered”. In
other words, creation day becomes also the day of
resurrection and new life.
Charles Wesley draws the two themes of creation and
resurrection together in the opening verse of Come,
let us with our Lord arise (StF 148); at the same
time explicitly identifying God and Jesus as one and the
same:
Come, let us with our Lord arise,
our Lord, who made both earth and skies:
who died to save the world he made,
and rose triumphant from the dead.
That this is the Lord’s day on which all “may feel his
resurrection’s power”, Wesley writes, is what draws us
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together to hear God’s word and “fill his courts with songs
of praise”.
The term “Lord’s Day” became a Christian term for the
first day of the week by the end of the first century. It
was some time later that the term “Sunday” was
adopted by Christians, who compared Christ rising from
the dead to the rising of the sun. This was also the day on
which bread was broken and shared, remembering Jesus’
Last Supper with his disciples (Acts 20: 7-11).

However, it is the opening idea of Sunday as a day of rest
(something that didn’t become commonplace for
Christians until Emperor Constantine made it so in A.D.
321) that sets the tone for This is the day of rest
(StF150). John Bell writes, the Lord’s Day lays emphasis
on being together, sharing food (through Communion)
and allowing ourselves to be changed.
It’s an emphasis picked up by Ian Worsfold and Paul Wood
when they invite us to look “beyond these walls of
worship” (StF 547) and to ask ourselves whether, “in
the times of work and rest”, we will display God’s love
for all “far beyond the Sunday call”
By singing any of the five hymns, in The Lord’s Day
section of Singing the Faith, we are proclaiming our belief
in:
▪ a loving creator God
▪ the resurrected, life-giving Christ
▪ the presence of a dynamic Holy Spirit in our
present hopes and actions

In other words, we are singing the absolute
fundamentals of the Christian faith, from which
all else leads.
From an article in Singing the Faith Plus.

Railway Children

.

Have you seen the hugely successful Hollywood film, "Lion"? It is
based on the true story of little Saroo Brierley, a five-year old Indian
boy, who got lost at a railway station. When the movie producers asked
the charity "Railway Children" if they would like to become a charity
partner, they had no idea how globally successful the film would be. Not
only did it emotionally affect millions round the world; but it inspired
many to support the charity, which has received donations worldwide.
Perhaps even more important than that financial support is the
highlighting of the problems faced by vulnerable "street" children,
which has been extremely beneficial to the charity's work.
Railway Children's motto is "fighting for street children". Its founder,
David Maidment, was inspired to set up the charity after seeing children
struggling to survive on the Indian railways in 1989. As it grew, the
charity included work in Africa, too; and then on to the UK.
In this country, the charity works with British Transport Police, which
gets over 4,000 reports annually of vulnerable children hanging around
railway stations late at night. 14 year old Josie, for instance, took a train
into the city with the specific intention of committing suicide, after yet
another row with her mother. Luckily, she was spotted by a "Railway
Children" trained person, working in and around that station; and taken
back home before she could harm herself. (But I do hope counselling
was involved, too.)

Railway Children are running a "Safeguarding on Transport"
programme, training those on the transport front line about what to look
out for, and how to react. As the programme continues to grow, the UK
team has identified the stations with the highest number of issues; and is
in the process of setting up support services there that will directly help
vulnerable youngsters.
The charity has only recently come to my notice; but I can never resist
charities that work with children. Railway Children seems a really
worthwhile cause, so I shall have to add it to my list.
Daphne Smith

24

Charity of the month
Action for Children—retiring collection in July.
For over 145 years, Action for Children has
been working in partnership with the
Methodist Church. Together children’s lives
are made better: now, tomorrow and every
day.
The founder, Thomas Bowman
Stephenson, was a Methodist minister from
the North East of England with a passionate commitment to
social justice.
On moving to London, Stephenson challenged the Methodist
Church to take action to help homeless children living on the
streets. This is how the charity began.

Today the charity is committed to helping vulnerable and
neglected children and young people, and their families,
throughout the UK. Through 650 projects and services based
around the UK, the charity works with over 300,000 children,
young people, and their families. It helps and supports people
in areas as diverse as disability respite therapy, foster care,
adoption and child neglect.
The mission is to do what’s right, do what’s needed, and do
what works for children, to make a real and lasting difference
to the lives of thousands of children across the UK.
Action for Children will be holding a Soup and Pudding
evening followed by entertainment on Saturday 23rd
September, at Mickleover Methodist Church. More details
to follow soon . The LIving Faith Choir will perform pieces
from Roger Jones’s musical, Wildfire, the story of Stephen
in Acts.

Scout Group news July
Sealife Centre Visit
A coach load of Beaver Scouts, Cub Scouts
and
Scouts had a grand day out at the Sea-Life Centre,
Birmingham in June. All ages enjoyed seeing the marine
wild-life and being treated to a behind-the-scenes tour
where they saw how all of the food is prepared and how
the young are raised.

Annual General Meeting
The AGM for the Scout Group will be held on the 6th July,
all welcome
Camps
Camps are planned for Scouts in the summer & Cubs in
September.
Frank Bell
HOT OFF THE PRESS!
Please give your feedback to the One Church
month - it is so important that everyone has the
chance to express their thoughts. There is a
questionnaire available to help you and your
answers will help and guide the Navigating
Change team to producing a report for October’s
Church Council
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Regular Activities at MMC
Mon-Fri

10.00am

Church Office open until 12.15pm

Each
weekday

9.15am

Preschool group-Term time only

Mon

10.00am

Live at Home office until 12 noon

Mon

1.30pm

Little Micklers-Toddlers -Term time only

Large Hall

Mon

6.00pm

Derwent Beavers

Large Hall

Tue

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship

Wesley

Tue

6.30pm

Red Fox Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Wed

9.30am

Prayers and meditation

Chapel

Wed

10.00am

Wed

5.00pm

Live at Home office until 12 noon
Dove Beavers

Large Hall

Wed

5.30pm 8.30pm

Girls Brigade - Explorers/Juniors/
Seniors/Brigaders

Large Hall

Wed

7.30pm

Wesley Guild

Wesley

Thurs

6.30pm

Brown Bear Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Thurs 3rd in

7.30pm

Prayer Time

Wesley

Fri

10.00am

Live at Home office until 12 noon

Fri

9.00am -

Drop in café -Refreshments & chat

Fri

9.00am 11.15am

Go Fish –under 5s with parents /carers Large Hall

Fri

7.30pm

Kinder Scouts

Large Hall

Sat 1st in month 12noon

Lunch (except January)

Large Hall

Sat last in

9.00am

Fairtrade café

Wesley
Room

Sat last in

10.30am

BUGS for children ages 6 to 11 years

Large Hall

month

month

Crèche

Social Area

Term time only

Diary for July and August 2017
Sat Ist

12noon

Lunches

Tues 4th

4.00pm

Messy Church
Next meeting September

Tues 4th

2.30pm

Women's Fellowship - Janet Patmore

Weds 5th

10.00am to 12noon

Funtime -coffee, game and fellowship

Wednesdays 7.30pm

Wesley Guild –
Next meeting in September

Tues 11th

2.30pm

Women's
afternoon

Tues 18th

2.30pm

Women's Fellowship - AGM
Next meeting in September

Weds 19th

10.00am to 12noon

Funtime -coffee, game and fellowship
Next meeting in September

Sat 6th
August

12noon

Lunches

Fellowship–

Members

THURSDAY HOUSE GROUPS AND BIBLE STUDY
At 10.00am at 233 Ladybank Road - Mike and Marilyn Bagworth
At 7.30pm at 3 Station Road - Charles and Liz Norman
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