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Services in July 2018
Sunday School, Beginners Group and Crèche
meet every Sunday morning at 10.00am.
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning service.
Sunday 1st July
Conference Sunday
10.00am Morning worship- Roy Milward
4.00pm Induction of Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse at
St Johns Evangelist, Agard Street, Derby
6.30pm - No evening service at Church
Sunday 8th July
Action for Children/Sea Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - Anna Forey
10.00am Spark to a Flame in Large Hall 6.30pm Evening worship - Holy Communion Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 15th July
15th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Peter Blount
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Sue McIvor
Sunday 22nd July
16th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Holy Communion Baptism of Iris Boyd
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 29th July
17th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship- Revd Keith Burchell
6.00pm Circuit Farewell Service at Littleover M C
for Revds Gareth Higgs, Susan McIvor and Helen White
6.30pm - No evening service at Church
Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they
prepare and conduct their services in churches
in this Circuit during this month

Services in August 2018
Sunday School, Beginners Group and Crèche
are having a well earned break in August.
Meanwhile during Sunday morning services games and
puzzles for the children will be available
in the Wesley Room.

Refreshments are available after Sunday morning service.
Sunday 5th August
18th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship– Phil Royle
6.30pm Evening worship - Matthew Cadden- Hyde
Sunday 12th August
19th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Local Arrangement
10.00am Spark to a Flame in Large Hall 6.30pm Evening worship - Holy Communion Revd Neil Draper
Sunday 19th August
20th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Holy Communion Revd Lew Greaves (Hospital Chaplin for Derby Hospitals)
6.30pm Evening worship - Terry Root
Sunday 25th August
21st in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - David and Frankie Bray 6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Keith Burchell
Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they
prepare and conduct their services in churches
in this Circuit during this month
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From The Manse
The Evidence of True Love
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” John 14:15
You wonder what is the connection between commandments and
love? It is this: To love God is to follow Him, to love God is to do
what He says, to love God is to listen to Him and obey Him. And
the crucial implication in all this is that whoever will do this
faithfully will need to know the Word of God because that is the
only way we can ever know what He says.
Christ in fact does the same. On the night before He was
crucified He tells His disciples “I do as the Father has
commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the
Father.” John 14:31 He is saying: ‘that is how I also prove that I
love the Father.’ For Christ the evidence of His love of the Father
is His obedience to the commands of His Father.
In John 14 Christ tells His disciples
“Whoever has my commandments and keeps
them, he it is who loves me” v21
“If anyone loves me, he will keep my word” v23
“Whoever does not love me does not keep my
words” v24

In John 8:31 He says,
“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples.”
And in John 10:27 He says,

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me.” John 10:27

It is clear from Christ’s example and teaching that obedience is
the chief proof of love, it is the chief evidence that we genuinely
love Christ.

You may remember on one occasion when Christ is preaching in
his home area, and His family come to look for Him. In Mark 3:33
-35, the writer says, “And his mother and his brothers came, and
standing outside they sent to him and called him. And a crowd
was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and
your brothers are outside, seeking you.” And he answered them,
“Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking about at
those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers! For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and
sister and mother”
He says those who sat under His teaching, listening to
the Word of God, were doing the will of God. They listen
and come to the right knowledge and understanding of
God’s Word and are then able to do exactly what they
have been taught. They are then able to obey the
commands of the Lord. And that is what qualifies any one to be a
member of Christ’s spiritual family. Unfortunately, His own
natural family had not yet become His followers.
So to love Christ is to live in His Word. The faithful person is the
obedient person. The person of faith is the person of obedience.
The person who obeys God is the person who loves God.
The love of God is not primarily a sentimental feeling that we
have towards Him or someone or an emotional or mystical
experience that we have. It is simply the obeying of His Word. It
is an act of the will. Feelings may follow our will. Our emotions
may register decibels of joy as a result of our obedience. But our
sentiments, no matter how powerful they are, can never take the
place of obedience to His commands. And our emotional
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experiences, no matter how affecting they are, cannot replace
actual obedience to His commands.
It is of course the case that humanity understands love
differently from how God uses it. Humanity thinks of love mainly
in terms of feelings and emotions. With God there may be
feelings involved but it is primarily an act of the will. So I don’t
wait to feel good about a commandment before I obey. I obey
whether I feel good about it or not.
The teaching of the Bible is that true love lines up with the truth
which is the Word of God. That is, true love obeys, as an act of
the will, the commandments of God. 1 Corinthians 13 is the
golden chapter on love and people rightly use it for their wedding
celebrations. And it is a celebration of love, but it is a divine love
that has much more to do with an act of the will than feelings or
emotions.
Verse 6 says “Love does not rejoice at wrong doing, but rejoices
with the truth” which perfectly expresses the fact that at the
heart of divine love, which the Bible often has in mind when it
talks about love, and which this chapter celebrates, is the
priority of righteousness, the priority of holiness, the priority of
sanctification, a priority we express by giving a commanding,
compelling and controlling place to the Word of God in one’s life.
So Love does not rejoice at wrongdoing (sin, unrighteousness,
evil, injustice), but rejoices with the truth (the Word of God).
For the world the evidence of love may be found more in
expressions that flow freely from the emotions and sentiments.
But for Christ and His Kingdom, while these may be part of it,
love goes beyond these. The right evidence for our love of God is
our obedience to His Word. “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments.”
In His Grace

Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse

On Sunday 1st July the ordination of
Revd Greg will take place at St Johns
Evangelist Church , Mill Street,
Derby at 4pm.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Greg and his family on
this very special occasion.
May the Lord be with you today and always, guiding you
to a service of peace and fulfillment in your ministry.

‘Do the work of a preacher of the Good News and perform
your whole duty as a servant of God.'
Timothy
God knows.
God understands.
God loves you
With an enormous
love,
And only wants
To look upon you
With that love.
Quiet.
Still.
Be.

LET YOUR GOD LOVE YOU

Be silent.
Be still.
Alone.
Empty
Before your God
Say nothing.
Ask nothing.
Be silent.
Be still.
Let your God
Look upon you.
That is all.

Let your God –
Love you.

Edwina Gateley
From In God’s Womb

8

At Church Council and at last Sunday’s services the following
paper from the Circuit going before the Circuit meeting on 21st June
was read out:
Proposals regarding Greg’s ministry
The Circuit Leadership Team (with Greg’s agreement) would like to
propose that Greg move from Mickleover and Dean Street
churches in summer 2019 to take responsibility for the
Newmount and Findern churches and (either at the same time, or
in 2020 when Jenny’s current appointment comes to an end)
Chellaston. He and Anna and family would continue to live at Field
Rise. This could be teemed with an extension of Greg’s appointment,
so that Greg has a reasonable number of years to serve at the new
churches.

The reason for asking Greg to make this move is twofold: (1) a belief
that Greg will theologically be a better match with Newmount and
Findern than with Mickleover; and (2) it would enable the Circuit to
return to a position where ministers are living in manses closer to at
least their largest church.
A profile would need to be drawn up in September for a new minister
for Mickleover and Dean Street to arrive in 2019. The intention would
be that the incoming minister would live in Brisbane Road, in the
manse that KK will vacate in summer 2019 on his retirement.

While, in the current stationing shortage, it cannot be guaranteed that
we will find a minister, Mickleover and Dean Street are a reasonably
attractive appointment. We would need to decide whether to seek a
probationer or an ordained minister in the first instance, seeking
advice from the Chair or Deputy Chair.
Since the Circuit Leadership Team met, the suggestion has been
made that Greg could move churches earlier than September 2019,
since there is no need for a move within the Circuit to be tied to the
stationing year. It would perhaps be too soon for Greg to move in
September 2018, but a point partway through the year could be
agreed that would suit all parties – possibly after Christmas?

Sparky’s slot
Well - they were right.
It was THE BEST SUNDAY FOR AGES.
Right from the moment I arrived and found lots of red and green
leaves to snuffle through . We were meant to wear the
leaves round our necks and write on them the good points and
the bad points of being our particular age but I haven't really got a
neck so I just carried on snuffling and then settled in my usual spot
on the window sill.
I really enjoyed the singing and Fusion group's special dance to
the words of Psalm 139 - it made me realise that God made every
one of my prickles and knows when I am hibernating and when I
am snuffling.
Barbara told us all about Methodist Homes - it was their 75th
birthday - that's why it was the BEST SUNDAY FOR AGES and we had a special celebrity interview with John and Olivia
about childhood . Our Bible drama was about Samuel and Eli and
showed us how God needed the old and young to work together and in our groups we shared lots of things about being young
and old and how we could all help each other.
At the end of the service, when we were joined by lots more
people, we talked about how as a church we were already
involved with MHA and we made practical plans for
the future which included giving our money to the Methodist
Homes appeal , providing some gifts for the Live at Home stall on
July 14th and organising an afternoon tea for LAH
members on Sept 1st. I'm going to volunteer for that
- it sounds like there might be some nice crumbs to
snuffle through. Speaking of crumbs , after we had
said our prayers and all joined in Let's Build a
House, some scrumptious cake
10 appeared - it definitely was THE
BEST SUNDAY FOR AGES.

A time of prayer - at 8am for approximately
one hour at Church.
If you are unable to come please consider
praying wherever you are during this time.
Saturday 8th and 22nd July
Saturday 5th and 19th August
•

Pray for Revd Greg ,
Anna and family, for his ordination as a Methodist minister, for his move
to Newmount and Findern Churches.

•

Pray for those in our Church family who are suffering physically and
mentally. We ask that God’s presence may be felt as a comfort and
strength for those who suffer.

•

June Church Council gave their consent to the appointment of a Children
and Family Worker for Mickleover Methodist.. Pray for those involved in
putting together the Job Spec and information ready for advertising. the
vacancy.

•

On the 70th anniversary of the founding of the NHS (5 July 1948) -we give
thanks for those whose endeavours gave free health care for all and for
those whose lives have been enhanced and saved as a result. .. We now
pray for the future of the NHS with the increase in new, often expensive
treatment, an aging population and a shortage of doctors and other
medical personnel and for the support and development of the NHS to
continue to serve us effectively.

•

The International Red Cross Organisation, of which the British Red Cross is
one member, was founded this month in 1864. We pray for this largest
humanitarian network in the world, and its mission to alleviate human
suffering and uphold human dignity and its work during armed conflicts
and emergencies.

•

At the end of another academic year pray for all the children and young
people who live in and around our community and for their teachers and
all school staff. This is also the end of “term” for all our Church’s
Children’ Groups. We pray for them and the leaders and helpers, for rest
and refreshment.

Confessions of a Would-Be.
When I was in my formative years and the career choices of steam
locomotive driver and astronaut were deemed to be non-viable, I
decided that I wanted to be an archaeologist. I was, and still am, very
much in my element when poking around old ruins, tombs, stone
circles, Neolithic mounds etc. I find that letting my imagination be
stimulated by trying to consider why, how and
when this particular object had been made or
constructed is fascinating. Even to this day we
will go great distances to see a pile of stones
or a few ridges in a field, which most people
would consider to be strange behaviour.
I was not overly keen on history as such, and it is only in the last
couple of years that I understood why. Reading a detective novel
recently the main character was a forensic archaeologist, and she was
asked to explain the difference between her and a historian. “History
is about policies and politics, whereas archaeology is about how
people lived.” was her reply, which explained my preference.
When the time came to apply for university and college courses,
archaeology was to be my first choice, however, in those days to
study history or archaeology, a prime requisite was an “O” or “A”
level in Latin which I had ditched at the age of twelve in favour of
German. Thus, that particular career was firmly nipped in the bud.
The next best thing was the study of geomorphology, the study of
how the landforms came to be. I, therefore, applied for, and
successfully gained, a place to study geography
at Liverpool, where I specialized in the study of
landforms, with a main interest in glacial
landscapes which gave me a valid excuse to
climb mountains. I did manage to do a bit of
archaeology in that I chose Roman Imperial
history as a subsidiary subject, surprising my tutor, as he had
expected me to have at least a modicum of Latin!
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In the eyes of my tutors and colleagues I had a fairly cavalier attitude
to the study of geomorphology, having developed a certain knack of
being able to work from basic principles and visualise how a particular
landscape had developed, mentally producing a “time-lapse” sequence
of its formation. For some strange reason, I was
also able to look at an OS map and visualise the
landscape together with its geology and
landforms present. This meant that whilst my
fellow students were immersed in the library,
trying to research what other people had
discovered, I was able to walk around the countryside and instinctively
know what I was seeing, together with the factors involved in its
formation. I then became a joke, as it was rumoured that in my time as
an undergraduate I had never found the library. This was untrue, as I
frequented the library almost every day because the basement there
sold the cheapest egg, beans and chips on the campus.
This rather cavalier attitude has also become part of my Christian life
in that I must confess to being very sporadic in prayer or Bible
reading. I envy those who have regular sessions of prayer and Bible
reading but I am afraid I do not have either the discipline or inclination
for this myself. This has led to many folks questioning how I can
claim to be a Christian, and I have often asked myself that same
question.
For a short while in my early twenties, I lived a monastic life with a
daily round of services, silences, meals, work, study and occasional
discussion. I loved this life and found it very relaxing and peaceful. I
could happily have lapsed into this lifestyle, but soon realised that, for
me, there was no challenge or the satisfaction of a job well done.
My prayer-life is sporadic and I sometimes “hyperlink” a concern to
God, which takes only a matter of seconds. There are also those times
when I feel close to God and perhaps this too is a part of prayer. I also
feel that I have sometimes used prayer as a way to salve my
conscience for my inactivity in responding to a situation, for example,
.

seeing a starving child on the news and praying for them rather than
sending
a donation to the relevant charity. I fear that so often we use
.
prayer to ask God to do something rather than ask what we can do in
each situation
I do enjoy Bible study on occasion but, very often, it becomes an
intellectual exercise rather than a spiritual one, and I always want to
look for a relevance to living out our lives in a practical Christian way.
Most of my life, so far, has been spent in understanding basic principles,
relating them to whatever situation it involves and then resulting in some
practical action, whether that involves digging a cross-section through a
glacial moraine or deciding what to do in each situation.
This attitude has made me feel inadequate as a Christian for many years,
until recently when I have finally come to terms with the way I am. This
was thanks to a very wise lady who recently said to me that in the
parable of the sheep and goats, Jesus did not say to the sheep “Well
done, you have said your prayers and read your Bibles”,
but instead rewarded them for the practical actions in
showing love for other people.
Looking at the Gospels, Jesus spends very little time
talking about studying the scriptures or praying, and, in
my understanding, is somewhat cynical about those who
do nothing else. He does spend a great deal of his time teaching about
love and living our lives for others. Perhaps this is what is meant by
“laying down our lives”, not so much being prepared to die for our
beliefs or for others, but to give up the selfish life that we may have and
live our lives for the benefit of humanity.
We all have different views on how we live our lives in
the Church as members of the one body, and we each
have our role to play. I believe that each one of us is
valued for our contribution by God and hope that
valuing is also there in the Church.
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I am a practical person who uses sporadic prayer and Bible study
To help me understand what I should be doing. Many years ago, I
felt the call to work with children who had specific and challenging
needs and “ gave up” my life to this end for forty years or so. I now
have other challenges and opportunities hoping to show Christ`s love
for all of creation by living the Good News.
Phil Royle.
I’m in the middle of reading a fascinating book on anti-gravity…….I
can’t put it down!
Phil
May the force be with you, Phil!
NEVER JUDGE A BOOK BY ITS AUTHOR

Animal Illnesses................. .Ann Thrax
French Overpopulation........Francis Crowded
Fallen Underwear ................Lucy Lastic
Downpour! ...........................Wayne Dwops
Cloning .................................Ima Dubble
Irish Flooring .......................Lynn O'Leum
Inflammation, Please ..........Arthur Itis
Handel's Messiah ................Ollie Luyah
House Construction ........... Bill Jerome Home
Unemployed ........................Anita Job
Off to Market ..................... .Tobias A. Pigg
Holmes Does it Again .........Scott Linyard
Home Alone IV ...................Eddie Buddyhome
Lewis Carroll ......................Alison Wonderland
Leo Tolstoy .........................Warren Peace
Neither a Borrower .............Nora Lender Bee
The French Chef .................Sue Flay
Tight Situation ....................Leah Tard
Why Cars Stop ....................M. T. Tank

Meditation based on Psalm 93, written by Marilyn Bagworth,
Rosalind Boxall, Kath Fairlie, Richenda Milton-Daws and
Annie Pope at ArtServe conference 2013
We praise you Lord for you are our King.
You are robed in majesty and girded with strength,
We worship you.
The floods of chaos are everywhere and we feel
Overwhelmed by clamour and fears.
Without you, we are helpless.
You are mightier than the thunder of many waters,
You are stronger than the breakers of the sea,
Mightier than all the chaos,
We worship you.
Lord we pray for those affected by chaos everywhere:
By all affected by wars and natural disasters, those who have
had their homes ruined and possessions destroyed, lives
destroyed, farmers whose livelihood has suffered
We pray for all victims of abuse and those endeavouring to help
them. We ask for your healing to be poured over waters of hurt
and chaos.
We pray for those parts of the world that seem to be
overwhelmed by hatred and violence - especially Syria and
South Sudan, Yemen but also the many places that have slipped
out of the news but where people continue to suffer.
Mightier than the thunder of many waters, mightier than the
breakers of the sea,
The Lord on high is mightier.

Lord we are blessed that we know your love;
You are our King, you are our Light.
Help us to show others your light.
Help us to pass your peace to others.
Your promises are very sure,
Holiness adorns your house, O Lord, for ever.
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My Idea Of Heaven - Poem by Sailing to
Windward

Lord, in my heaven, the sun smiles
warmth and laughter.
The sky and clouds have many bright
colours - and we look up to them in wonder.
Rivers ride waterfalls, streams wave green
wands, brooks babble mystery and all flow
with fish.

Thirsts are slaked, gratefully; days and
stomachs never hungry.
Night holds no darkness or terror, and the
restless sea is a lullaby, hummed by a
rocking chair.
Life's weft and warp are comfort and
routine, as needed, and to each may come
delight, surprise, adventure and art,
unfolded from dreams.
We live without fear of death, and when
others die, we are not lost in grief but found
in love.
You.,Lord, appear as my family, and as our
neighbour too, and you teach us that
eternal vigilance enslaves, and that real
freedom is priceless and pays itself in love.

Action for Children - Sunday 8th July
When Methodist minister Thomas Bowman
Stephenson saw children living rough under the
arches of Waterloo Station he decided he had to
act and his first act was to listen.
He gave children the respect of hearing their stories.
before working out the most practical way to help. A century
and a half later, his spirit remains the charity’s inspiration.
Action for Children take action on behalf of 370,000
children, young people, parents, and carers across the UK.
Their mission is to do what’s right, do what’s needed, and do

what works for children. Disadvantaged children across the UK
are helped from before they are born until they are in their
twenties. The charity helps them through fostering or adoption
and by intervening early to stop neglect and abuse, by making
life better for children with disabilities.
The charity has 7.000 staff and volunteers operating 600

services, improving the lives of 370,000 children, teenagers,
parents and carers every year. Any children who needs help
gets help.
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The charity’s values:
•

We’re straightforward, honest and analytical.

•

We partner, we collaborate, we share

•

We find strengths, we build on positives

•

We value evidence and expertise

•

We don’t judge, we don’t belittle, we get on with it

•

We think hard, then do, what’s right for children

Action for Children influences policy and advocate for
change. They continue to lead the way in developing

innovative services. Back in 1996 they established the first
intensive family support service and remain the leader in
delivering

new

innovative

and

evidence-based

programmes, changing families lives for the better. They
influence politicians to create change to improve the lives
of

disadvantaged

children.

By

influencing

the

UK

Government’s laws and policies, they can help more

children beyond those they reach through

their services.

They do this by presenting hard evidence and experience
from the ground to make their case. They provide a
platform for children and young people to bring their
experiences to the heart of government.
On Sunday 8 July there will be a retiring collection for the
work of Action for Children—please give what you can.

League of Light boxes
Many of you will know about Action for
Children’s League of Light collection
boxes. They are an iconic and integral
part of their fundraising..
The League of Light began in 1932 and
the lanterns were designed by John
Buchanan, a much-loved artist who grew
up in a National Children’s Home. Each
year, these little boxes raise around
£500,000. Thank you for your incredible
support.
The lantern design may have changed, but The League of Light
continues to grow, and support their vital work. , iI you would like a
lantern, please get in touch with Marilyn.

A prayer for Action for Children:
Dear God, we thank you for Action for Children and the thousands
of lives they touch daily.
We pray that you will give your grace for their work today, and trust
in your strength for tomorrow. We ask that you:
Bless their staff, foster parents, and volunteers who work tirelessly
to bring healing and hope to people in distress (Numbers 6:24-26)
Comfort, and give hope to, those who use their services - children in care,
young carers, disabled children, parents feeling alone, and many others
(Isaiah 33:2)
Give wisdom to the charity’s leaders and the UK Government, who make
decisions that affect children and families (Proverbs 2:6).
Lord, we thank you for your grace and your strength for tomorrow. Amen
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Don’t miss these dates!
House Groups
Thursdays 10am
233 Ladybank Road Mickleover
Mike and Marilyn Bagworth
Thursdays 7.30pm
From 5 July
17 Muswell Road Mackworth
Laraine and Derrick Tuplin

Sunday school will be taking a
break over the school holidays
and are looking for volunteers to
run games/puzzles sessions in
the Wesley room during this
period.
The last Sunday school session
will be 22nd July and we will
restart on 2nd September.

Jane’s Blooming Great Tea Party’ : in aid of Marie Curie

Tuesday 24th July from 2pm-4pm at 28 Portland Close (behind
Sainsbury’s local).
Jams, chutneys and fresh produce from our allotments,
Hand made cards for all occasions
Beverages and cakes available

.

Butterfly Walk
Mickleover Meadows
Organised by Friends of Mickleover Meadows
Wednesday, July 4, 2018
5:30pm-8:00pm Murray Park entrance
Please note. This event will be postponed to July 11 at 17:30 if
weather is not suitable on July 4.

Reflection - Deacon Eunice Atwood gives testimony to
the power of daily prayer
For twenty-two years I have been part of the Methodist
Diaconal Order. Saying the Order’s daily prayer repeated over
days, weeks, months and now many years, has become an
anchor which holds me fast. Its words centre, nourish and
challenge me, in equal measure. I read the words of this
prayer profoundly aware of the words also reading me.

Eternal God, you are the source of all life, the fount of
all wisdom, the wellspring of all grace.
These opening phrases immediately transport me to the
beautiful poetry of Genesis 1, the God of all beginnings, the
very source of all life, including mine.
All of creation is declared good: light and dark, day and night.
The rhythm and balance of creation is held in the creative
action of God. Through the language of founts and
wellsprings, I picture majestic rivers, glistening streams,
crystal clear fountains of water, never-ending supplies. This is
the language of abundance not scarcity.
Your days are without end, your loving mercies without
number.
As I say this prayer I am conscious of the many activities of
the day ahead and recognise my own rather dysfunctional
relationship with time. These words declare God is beyond
time, beyond the limitations of our human experience.
God’s love and mercy are neither numbered, measured nor
limited.
There is nothing I can do to earn God’s love, there is nothing
in my day that can change this profound reality. God,
unconditionally, loves me and loves you. In his book, Being
Christian, Rowan Williams reminds us, “God does not love us
because we are good, God loves us because God is good.” My
challenge is to learn every day to live dependent on the loving
faithfulness of God.
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I depend on you and remember your goodness to me,
and to those who have gone before.
Dependency is not easy. Like most of us, I would rather be in
control. To be dependent on God’s goodness is to accept each
day as an invitation to live beyond the limits of our own
resources; to recognise and receive, with gratitude, the gifts
of God which are all around us. As I search for truth in a
world of ‘fake news’ I am led to God, the dependable source
of all goodness and truth, the fount of all wisdom.
Your story has been told in every generation: the Lord
Jesus Christ lived among us, full of grace and truth,
revealing your tender mercy,
he healed the sick,
comforted the broken and lost. In humility he washed
the feet of his disciples, calling us to follow his example
as one who serves.
All deacons share in the calling of all God’s people to model
diaconia, the servant ministry of God revealed to us in Christ.
Will I allow the Christ in me to recognise the Christ in others?
How will my life remain open to the story of God discovered in
the life of God’s world.
You are my God, ahead of me, leading me, guiding me and
calling me; you are the Lord God, the all-wise, the allcompassionate. and I lift my heart in worship today and
forever. Amen.
The prayer closes with a declaration of who God is.
Throughout the many joys and challenges of my life, I have
experienced the reality of these words. The love of God
which, despite my struggling, has never let go of me.
For me, the Methodist Diaconal Order daily prayer is a
beautiful shared gift, offering a deep anchor in the
unconditional love and generosity of God
Article from The Connexion, free magazine of the Methodist Church
— Copies in Church foyer.

.

The Holy Spirit - part 1 (part 2 in September)
The Thursday morning Bible Study has been looking at
The Holy Spirit, trying to understand His work in our lives.
The challenge is to move from belief to experience, from knowing
about Him to actually knowing Him personally.
At the end of this course we hope to understand more about in and
by doing so understand more about God Himself, and that this
knowledge will strengthen our faith and make us more spiritually
fruitful.
So we study the fruit of the Spirit that we might be more fruitful; we
study the gifts of the Spirit so that we might be more effective; and
we study the Person and fullness of Spirit that we might lead a more
Spirit filled life.
What are we learning or being reminded of?
• Without the Holy Spirit there is no communication from God to
humans and that the Holy Spirit is fundamentally involved in both
producing and receiving God ’s word.
• The Old Testament was given to prepare the way for God’s
salvation and Saviour, Specially chosen individuals were given the
Spirit in order to carry out specific tasks. Isaiah promises a
special’ Spirit Person’ who would bring both God’s justice and
good news for God’s people. The New Testament in Luke and
Acts shows that Jesus fulfils Isaiah’s promises of a Spirit Person
and that He is the Spirit Giver to his apostles and all who repent
and turn to Him.. The New Testament shows that Christians fulfil
the promises of a new Spirit People—all kinds of people are
baptized by the Spirit into one body (the church),
are cleansed and given new birth by the Spirit and the Spirit ln
them
We have three more sessions on this subject and then we shall look
at the story of Jonah, story of storms, sailors, rebellion and rescue,
preaching and protesting, a story full of cliffhanger endings, the story
of the most reluctant evangelist in the Bible.
It will challenge us about our views of those who don’t know God,
and our attitudes to evangelism..
Marilyn Bagworth

24

Soccer or Football?
Whether you call it “football” or “soccer,”
the “beautiful game” (matter of opinion!)
has been around for a long time.
The first recorded soccer game was likely
played in AD217. It took place in Derby, England, on
Shrove Tuesday as part of a celebration of a victory over
Roman troops. By 1175, the Shrove Tuesday soccer
game was happening annually.
Over time, different forms of the game took shape in
England, including a particularly rough version in the
Middle Ages that drew royal attempts to ban it. Two
games eventually became most popular—one consisted
primarily of kicking the ball, while the other (created at
England’s Rugby School) allowed players to carry the ball
and tackle each other.
After the emergence of rugby in the 19th century, there
arose a need to differentiate the two sports, and thus
The London Football Association was born. The sport that
focused primarily on kicking became known as
“association football” (a name that lives in on in the
acronym FIFA).
Eventually, in some places, the name became “soccer,”
based on the abbreviation “assoc.” Yes, really.
Of course America and Canada have both soccer and
football— American football is a game with intense
physical aggression with players that have speed, power,
and explosiveness that requires helmets and padding to
be worn and American soccer iequivalent to football
where the objective of the game is to score goals by
kicking the ball into the net behind the goal post.

Football is a team game.
Although individuals may shine, it is the working together of the
whole team which brings about lasting success.
In order to fulfil our Christian calling faithfully we need to work
as a team. This means supporting those who are facing the
hardships listed in 2 Corinthians 6 through prayer and
encouragement, and looking to the strengths each of us has
and seeking to use them to further our mission.
Not everyone is a goal scorer. Not everyone is a goal keeper.
Can we explore ways in which we can identify and use the gifts
each person brings?
Taken from Postscript 21 June Roots on the Web

St Joseph's Quiet Garden Retreats:
Quiet Garden Retreats are an opportunity to spend time in
contemplative prayer in the beautiful gardens and church giving time to
spend with Jesus. The retreat days are as follows:

Saturday, 7 July 10am to 12noon;
Monday, 6 August 6.30pm to 8.30pm.
theme 'Finding God in the World';

Saturday, 15 September 10am to 12noon.
More information from St Joseph' Church, Burton Road, Derby.
Tel: 01332 343777
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Regular Activities at MMC
Mon-Fri 10.00am

Church Office open until 12.15pm

Mon-Fri 9.15am

Preschool group-Term time only

Mon

10.00am

Live at Home office until 12 noon

Mon

12.30pm

Simply Faith

Wesley Rm

Mon

1.30pm

Little Micklers-Toddlers -Term time only

Large Hall

Mon

6.00pm

Derwent Beavers

Large Hall

Tue

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship

Wesley Rm

Tue

6.30pm

Red Fox Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Wed

9.30am

Prayers and meditation

Chapel

Wed

10.00am

Live at Home office until 12 noon

Wed

5.00pm

Dove Beavers

Wed

5.30pm -

Girls Brigade - Explorers/Juniors/Seniors/ Large Hall

Wed

7.30pm

Wesley Guild

Wesley Rm

Thurs

6.30pm

Brown Bear Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Thurs 3rd 7.30pm

Prayer Time

Office

Fri

10.00am

Live at Home office until 12 noon

Fri

10.00am

Drop in café -Refreshments &

Social Area

Fri

7.30pm

Kinder Scouts

Large Hall

Sat 1st

12noon

Lunch (except January)

Large Hall

Sat 3rd

10.00am

Fairtrade café & Traidcraft stall

Wesley Rm

Crèche

Large Hall

Diary for July 2018

.
.
Tues 3rd

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship - Peter Blount

Tues 3rd

4.00pm

Messy Church spreading God’s love

Sat 7th

8.00am to 9.00am

Prayers in Church

Sat 7th

12noon

Lunches

Tues 10th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship - AGM

Weds 11th

10.00am to 12noon

Funtime -coffee, game sand fellowship

Tues 17th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship -Outing to Royal
Crown Derby

Sat 21st

8.00am to 9.00am

Prayers in Church

Mon 23rd

1.30pm to 3pm

Little Micklers break for the summer resume in September

Tues 24th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship—Jane’s Blooming
Great Garden Party

Weds 25th

10.00am to 12noon

Funtime -coffee, game sand fellowship

Sat 28th

10.00am to 12noon

Fairtrade Café.

Diary for AUGUST 2018
Sat 4th

8.00am to 9.00am

Prayers in Church

Sat 4th

12noon

Lunches

Sat 18th

8.00am to 9.00am

Prayers in Church

Friday Café open throughout July and August 10am to 12noon,
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