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Mickleover Methodist Church

The Mission of Mickleover Methodist Church is to develop a
church famigl which is continually growing in Christian faith,
worship and outreach so that all may know the love of God
through Christ.

Minister: Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse M.Th.
church.minister@mickleovermethodist.org.uk

01332 763593
Children and Families Worker - position vacant

Senior steward Ray Forey
forey70@btinternet.com
01332 512184

Church Office  church.office@micklovermethodist.org.uk
01332 735052

Circuit Office office@derbymethodists.org.uk

Church Magazine church.magazine@mickleovermethodist.org.uk

Live at Home Office 01332 523008

Magazine team: Marilyn Bagworth, Liz Royle, Gill Smart,
Barbara & Geoff Smout

Thanks to all who contribute articles for the magazine
Keep them coming in please.

At present there is no charge for the magazine
but a small donation would be appreciated.

Items for the April 2018 magazine by
Sunday 18 March
please to Liz Royle via the Church Office or Church
Magazine email address .above.




Services in March 2018

Sunday School, Beginners Group and Créche
meet every Sunday morning at 10.00am
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning service

Sunday 4th March
3rd Sunday in Lent
10.00am Morning worship - Phil Royle
6.00pm Evening worship—United service at Our Lady of Lourdes
No 6.30pm Evening worship service at Mickleover Methodist

Sunday 11th March
Mothering Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - Rita Wright
10.00am Spark to a Flame in Large Hall
6.30pm Evening worship - Holy Communion
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse

Sunday 18th March
5th Sunday in Lent
10.00am Morning worship - Peter Nelson
6.30pm Evening worship - United service at St John’s Church
No 6.30pm Evening worship service at Mickleover Methodist

Sunday 25th March
Palm Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - Holy Communion -
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - United service at All Saint’s Church
No 6.30pm Evening worship service at Mickleover Methodist

Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they prepare and
and conduct their services in churches in this Circuit during this month



From The Manse
The True Reward

"Beware of practicing your righteousness before other
people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have
no reward from your Father who is in heaven.

2"Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in
the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I
say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when
you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, % so that your giving may
be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will

reward you.

® “And when you pray, you must not be like the
hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be
seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received
their reward. © But when you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret.
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

"And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting
may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have
received their reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your
head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may not be
seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. Matthew
6:1-6; 16-18



Corrie ten Boom tells the story of an old monk who sang every
Christmas Eve for his brothers in the monastery. His voice was
rough, but he loved the Lord and sang from his heart. One year
the director of the cloister said, "I'm sorry, Brother Don, we have
a new monk who has such a beautiful voice ... he will sing this
Christmas."

The new fellow sang beautifully and everyone was happy. But that
night an angel came to the superior and said, "Why didn't you
have a Christmas Eve song?" The superior replied, "We had a
beautiful song, didn't you hear it?" The angel shook his head
sadly. "It may have been very inspiring to you, but we didn’t hear
it in heaven.

This story throws some light on Matthew 6:1-6; 16-18, which is a
part of the Christ’'s Sermon on the Mount. There are two
perspectives highlighted there: how we (humans) see things and
how God sees them, and both perspectives are further fleshed out
in the instructions that Christ gives

regarding giving, praying and fasting. '
First, He says when we give, we should ﬂ
do it quietly. Do not announce it (*do not

sound the trumpet’). Don’t make a show

of it (‘beware of practicing vyour

righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them’).
Do it secretly (‘don’t let your left hand know what your right hand
is doing’).

Giving is something that the Lent season is well known for. Those
who fast are expected to give away what they would have spent
on food. The Superintendent of my former circuit wrote a piece
recently in which he confessed to some mischief of his youth. "We
were always encouraged to give up something for Lent: sweets,
chocolates, biscuits and give the money we save to charity. In my
pre-teen days I thought I was being smart, I gave up biscuits and
as I never bought them I never gave anything away.” It's a very



human thing, and the kind of fallen wisdom we would
understand, but correct, in a young person. It would not be
admired in a matured disciple.

Secondly, He says when we pray, again we should do it in
secret (‘go into your room, shut your door’). We are not to go
about it in the way that the Pharisees did, being showy and

I'—_‘] making quite a loud noise about it. Quite literally
announcing their prowess at praying to the world, so
that they would be seen as really holy men, and be

1 held in high esteem for it. Especially because praying
!

comes across as such a hard discipline to cultivate, it
is easily the right tool in the chest of the boaster. He
mouths off to let people know that he excels in that
one discipline that is so challenging to all but the toughest,
and thereby give the perception that he is a really holy man.

And then thirdly, He says when we fast, we should make
ourselves presentable (*fanoint your head, wash your face’). In
other words, be normal. But, again, do it in secret (‘that your
fasting may not be seen by others’).

from the heart. If we fast, or pray, or give to charity to \
impress others or look good then we are missing the .
point and there is no real spiritual benefit.

The point is that it's all between you and God. Do it @

And Christ attaches a promise to obedience to these
instructions. He assures His disciples that God sees them. He
sees you too. Although you have done these things secretly,
God sees you and He will reward you.

It is important to note that Christ talks about two rewards in
that portion of Scripture. First, there is the one from
humanity. When we do our giving, praying and fasting to
impress them, we get praised. And that is all we get. There is
nothing from God.



However, there is a second kind of reward. And that is the one
which comes from God. We get that when we do our giving
and fasting and praying before Him alone in secret. This is the
true reward and it is worth every difficult minute we spend
secretly in the holy habits of giving, praying and fasting during
this season of Lent.

In His Grace
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse

Churches Together in Mickleover during Lent
What makes a good Lent? - Insights from our own traditions

We will share Lent this year with the other
churches in Mickleover with a series of Joint
Services.

You are invited to join in this time of LENT
preparation for Easter.

During March the dates are:

March 4th 6.00pm at Our Lady of Lourdes joining in Stations of
the Cross

March 18th 6.30pm at St Johns - Praise and Prayer Service
March 25th 6.30pm at All Saints Palm Sunday - Evening Prayers

We hope that many will share this time together. We will not have
evening services at our church but will arrange transport to and
from the other churches during March

We will have a normal evening service on 11th March at our
church where we will celebrate communion.



Holy Week and Easter services.

Prayers in Holy Week:

Churches Together in Mickleover invite you

to prayers in preparation for Good Friday
and Easter at the Mickleover Churches on
the following mornings in Holy Week at ﬁ W
9.30am. There will be tea/coffee and toast

and time for a chat after prayers. Holy Week
Monday 26th March — Mickleover Methodist Church
Tuesday 27th March — St John’s Anglican Church
Wednesday 28th March — All Saints Anglican Church
Thursday 29th March — Our Lady of Lourdes Church

Mickleover Methodist Holy Week Services
Thursday 29th March —7.30pm Maundy Thursday Service

Friday 30th March —10am Good Friday meditation
followed by the Walk of Witness with the Cross
starting from Our Lady of Lourdes car park at 11am, along
Uttoxeter Road shops, Vicarage Road, Park Road, Station
Road returning to Our Lady of Lourdes for a frugal lunch of
soup and roll.

Mickleover Methodist Easter service

Easter Sunday 1st April

8.00am - Holy Communion followed by Easter breakfast
10am - Easter service with Communion

6.30pm - Easter Sunday service



New Organisation

Following the agreement, at an Extraordlnary
Meeting of Church Council on 23" Jan to form a
Leadership Team, plans are now well developed
for the election of the team and the transition to
the new organisation.

At the Church Council on 13™ Feb the Church Council discussed and agreed
the Vision for the Church and the Strategy which will form the basis for the
initial work of the Team.

Information packs for the 7 leadership roles have now been widely circulated
and nomination forms for candidates should be completed and submitted to
Rev Greg by 24™ March. If you have not seen a pack, then please contact the
Church Office. It is anticipated that the election will be held at an
Exttraordmary Church Meeting after the morning Church Service on Sunday
15™ April.

Would you all please consider how you can give your support. Hopefully, if
you are a member, by considering being a Leadership Steward. If not, then
please consider who you believe would be suitable and encourage them to be
nominated.

This is an exciting new initiative. Please pray that through it God will lead us
towards our Vision of becoming

e A prayer based church, where all individuals are fully equipped to
serve and are constantly seeking God’s will for themselves and the
church, and responding to it.

e A church which is outward-looking, responsive, friendly, attractive
to people of all ages and stages of spiritual development and is
inclusive of all theological beliefs within the scope of the
Methodist Church.

Chris Moore
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ACROSS

The earth is one (6)

‘On a hill far away stood an old — cross’ (6)

‘I am the — vine and my Father is the gardener’ (John 15:1) (4)
. The Caesar who was Roman Emperor at the time of Jesus’ birth
(Luke 2:1) (8)

9. ‘Your — should be the same as that of Christ Jesus’(Philippians
2:5) (8)

13. Jesus said that no one would put a lighted lamp under this(Luke
8:16) (3)

PNAHE
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16. Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13)

17. Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3)

19. Where the Gaderene pigs were feeding (Mark 5:11) (8)

24. What jeering youths called Elisha on the road to Bethel (2 Kings
2:23) (8)

25. The Venerable —eighth-century Jarrow ecclesiastical scholar (4)

26. 8 Across issued a decree that this should take place (Luke 2:1)

27. Come into prominence (Deuteronomy 13:13) (6)

DOWN

1. Where some of the seed scattered by the sower fell (Matthew
13:4) (4)

2. Sexually immoral person whom God will judge (Hebrews 13:4)
(9)

3. Gospel leaflet (5)

4. Physical state of the boy brought to Jesus for healing (Mark
9:18)

5. Tugs (anag.) (4)

6. To put forth (5)

10. Nationality associated with St Patrick (5)

11. Leader of the descendants of Kohath (1 Chronicles 15:5) (5)
12. After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping —
heel’ (Genesis 25:26) (5)

13. At Dothan the Lord struck the Arameans with — at
Elisha'srequest

(2 Kings 6:18) (9)

14. ‘Peter, before the cock crows today, you will — three times that
you know me’ (Luke22:34) (4)

15. Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4)

18. ‘When I — , I am still with you’ (Psalm 139:18) (5)

20. Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5)

21. Thyatira’s dealer in purple cloth (Acts 16:14) (5)

22. Does (anag.) (4)

23. The second set of seven cows in Pharaoh’s dream were this
(Genesis 41:19) (4)

11



Welcoming new members into our Church family

On Sunday January 28" five of our young people were
confirmed as members of The Methodist Church, including the baptism
of one of them.

It was a beautiful service with great rejoicing, from .

the moment they welcomed us through the church \2 \s
door before leading us in worship, right to the joyous -~ Q [ i‘
Grace at the end. It was very moving to see such . / <\
sincere young people, ranging in age from 11-18

years, leading the congregation in worshipping God -

especially as they talked so openly and so honestly about their faith.

So how did this membership course, which ended by uniting us all
together in worship, come about?

Over the last three years, three of our young people have approached the
minister and asked about becoming a member of the church. When the
Rev. Greg arrived, the possibility of forming a group became a reality.
Vicky Ager, through her previous experience of running the youth
group at church, agreed to run the course, with Josh and Steve offering
technical support. It took a few weeks to find the right material, as The
Methodist Church do not currently have a membership course for young
people but Alpha Youth was to be the excellent base from which ten
sessions could be created.

So what did they cover?

Well, they started with Jesus, exploring Jesus firstly as an historical
figure before moving on to who Jesus said He was.

Was He mad (someone who was deluded, believing He was God’s Son),
was He bad (someone who knew He was lying and therefore deceiving
people), or was He telling the truth? They then studied the Scriptural
evidence supporting His claim to be God’s Son before moving on to the
cornerstone of Christianity- the Resurrection of Jesus. Here they .
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discussed all the conspiracy theories and the evidence against them
about sin and the many ways we block God out. They studied the
promises God makes to us in the Bible, the power of Jesus in breaking
sin and the power of the Holy Spirit.

The session on the Holy Spirit involved a power point presentation
showing the various ways the Holy Spirit moves through the Bible
before the group studied both the fruits of the Spirit and the Spirit’s
gifts to us. They studied Acts 2 to see the transformation that happens
when people open themselves to God’s Spirit, before talking about
obstacles to the Holy Spirit - such as cynicism, fear and, of course,
doubt.

Prayer was to be a very meaningful session for many of them.

Having discussed ways in which we communicate with paere S—
each other, prayer was realized as a two-way conversation, S v
. . . . . . oy . :.' ““ Ps S
involving listening; and with the ability to listen comes "2
the ability to recognize God’s voice. Ny

A
They learned of St. Augustine (a libertine who attf%ﬁé?‘ﬁiS“i
transformation to the persistent prayers of his mother), and discussed
why prayer may appear not to be answered by God before learning the
teaspoon prayer, (tsp)..t=thanks/ s=sorry/ p=please, studying The
Lord’s Prayer, exploring modern art work on prayer, and writing their
OWn prayers.

The session on how God guides us through the Bible was full of
practical help and Scriptural reading, plus brainstorming all they knew
about the Bible and exploring the major ways in which the Bible guides
us today.

The second half of the course moved on to various topics, the first
being evangelism. This covered Christians’ mistakes (either forcing
our views on other people or remaining silent), whilst clarifying some
of the major points of evangelism...how we live/ how we speak/ how
open we are to spreading the news about Christ/ the power of prayer. It
ended with St. Francis of Assisi’s words, “Preach the gospel at all
times; if necessary, use words.”

13



The session on healing, starting with Jesu’s call to “Go - and to
heal!” (Luke 9) brought up different challenges. They studied healing
in the Old Testament and in the New Testament and then looked at
contemporary stories, linking them to the Bible. Discussions ranged
from “what happens when healing doesn’t seem to take place” to “can
we pray to have the gift of healing?”

Evil was another topic that raised many questions as the group
discussed suffering in its many forms and struggled with the age-old
questions - why is there evil? Where did it come from? They looked at
the subtlety of evil and how temptation works, studying the temptation

of Jesus in the desert (Matthew 4) and how Jesus answered evil with

Scripture. They studied St. Paul, reading Ephesians 6, and —sersms
how we can clothe ourselves in the armour of God, enabling :
us to be protected and prepared and able to attack. They |....
concluded by being encouraged to fix their minds and hearts | =%
on Jesus.

Which led to the penultimate session - how can I make the

most of the rest of my life? They discussed the everyday
pressures that young people feel, the power of money and
commercialism and the use of time, constantly referencing back to the
Bible and the importance of prayer, before finally reaching the last
session on The Church.

Here they studied various images the Bible gives us of the church- the
People of God (I Peter 2); the family of God (1 John 5); the body of
Christ (1 Corinthians 12); the Holy Temple where God dwells
(Ephesians 2) and the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5).

This led into John Wesley, his rescue from the burning
house, his heart being strangely warmed, his call to take
the news of Christ to all and the founding roots of
Methodism in evangelism and social justice.

4::. ‘ Each session was a mixture‘ of Bible stqdy,
P contemporary stories, activities, practical
demonstrations, discussion and prayer. A vast array of
resources were employed, such as taking plugs apart, making tripods
with straws, using maps, compasses, art work, coins, balloons,
teaspoons etc. in order to make each session full

14



of fun and variety whilst learning and growing together as a group.

There is no doubt that these last seven months have covered a huge
and deep range of theology. Of course, they will not remember it all,
for they will need to return many times to what has been discussed
and re-explore the issues in the light of their own experiences. This
is their milestone - hopefully one which sets them free to continue
their journey of faith with open minds and open hearts.

The responsibility now lies on us, as their family in Christ, for these
young people need nurturing and guidance, as well as much fun and
laughter, to enable them to reach their full potential in Christ.

What a gift God has given us in them - and what a challenge!

Hilary Lamont

\\\\\,//% Thy Kingdom Come

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that began in the
Church of England in 2016. The Archbishop of Canterbury is
inviting people around the world to join the movement, and the
Methodist Church of Britain has become a partner in the initiative.
The World Methodist Council is also encouraging Methodists
across the world to take part.

The aim of Thy Kingdom Come is that Christians pray that people
might know Jesus Christ during a focused time between Ascension
and Pentecost from 10 - 20 May 2018.

15



Credo Continued - Et in unum Dominum

The second part of the Nicene Creed devotes itself to Jesus. There are
many who deny that Jesus actually existed but as a fairly keen historian
who studied Roman history at university for a year I cannot go along with
this view, as there is more independently documented evidence for Jesus’
existence than there is for a number of the Roman emperors whose
existence we do not question. As to who Jesus was, and His significance,
is largely a matter of faith, and a number of myths, legends and traditions
have grown up around the central character which can come under
scrutiny.

To me, the central point is that here, in some way, we have a man who
also embodied God. I find it simpler to visualise Jesus as the
human aspect of God. I do not believe in a virgin birth, as it
is the spirit of Jesus which is important rather than the
physical body. It seems that this concept was a later idea '
within the church, possibly to try to make sense of a
prophesy which said that a virgin would conceive and bear a

son. The more accurate translation would be that a young

woman would conceive and bear a son.

L=

It is interesting that the genealogies of Jesus go through Joseph rather than
Mary. It has been suggested that the raised status of Mary came about as
Christianity took over as the Roman state religion and the populace
needed a replacement for their goddesses - although I'm not convinced
about this argument. The idea of a fatherless conception was fairly
common in the legends of the gods of ancient civilizations and was known
to the Greeks as parthenogenesis. I am, however, still amazed
by some of the beliefs surrounding Mary held by many fellow
Christians, some of which really do stretch credulity to
breaking point. The most important point for me is that He was
born to a human family and was “truly human”.

The life and work of Jesus is the most inspiring story in |
history, and the aftermath of that life still has a positive
influence on our modern world. .

16



The story comes to an end with the death and resurrection of Jesus on
which I have mixed thoughts and at present an open mind. I believe that
Jesus was crucified and died, as the Romans were very skilled in the field
of execution.

As to what happened next, I confess to feeling bewildered. At present I
believe that there was likely to be physical life after his death although the
form had changed in some way. What is of prime importance to me,
though, is that the spirit of Jesus the Christ could not be killed off and
continues in the world, and is, to my mind, the most important aspect of
resurrection.

I have great difficulty with the next part of the creed as I cannot believe in
the apocalyptic second coming of Jesus as described in some of our creeds
and scriptures. I can see that Jesus eventually became one again with God,
although the idea of seated at the right hand of God does paint a strange
picture which has probably been used as an illustration but then become
enshrined in belief. Also, the idea of judgement has never fitted in with
my understanding of God until recently, when a learned friend explained
that a better translation of judgement would be “to bring justice”, which to
my mind is more in keeping with a God who is love in its most pure form.
In my readings of the Gospels, Jesus refers to his coming again as
foretelling the resurrection, the coming of the Holy Spirit into the world
and to individuals and also the meeting when we leave this life.

Many Jews at this time were looking for an apocalyptic end to the world
and their present age, and, when becoming Christians, embodied this into
their writings which became parts of our scriptures. I am afraid that I
cannot find any place in my belief for a god of
wrath and anger, as for me this would negate a God

who IS love. w“

Now to the final part of the creed which concerns g
the Holy Spirit. I believe that this is the presence of o
God in the world today, working in

17



and through people to bring God's love and care to all creation. The
spirit works in and through the Church - although not exclusively so —
to motivate people to become a part of the living body of Christ, which
works in so many ways from the seemingly mundane to the
extraordinary. I believe that there is still a place for the Church;
although we may often complain about its imperfections, it is still an
organisation through which people find fulfilment and God.

Eventually I look for the life to come in all its completeness, when I
shall no longer believe but will know.

The Nicene Creed was written centuries ago and has
become part of our culture. It was an attempt to unify
Christian beliefs and to prevent divisions and
arguments. It has become regularly recited and is a part
of many liturgies.

I hope that this will encourage us to explore our own
ideas, thoughts and beliefs, and to use the opportunity to
read, study, research and ponder the question “What do
I believe?”.

Phil Royle
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Women’s World Day of Prayer is a women-led
worldwide ecumencial movment- with millions of men
and women from all ages from some 170 countries and
islands worshipping on one special day - the first Friday
in March

The Service is prepared by Christian
women from a different country each year
and it enables us to hear the voices of
¥, women from a different part of the world
.~ ' each year, expressing their hopes and
= concerns and bringing them before the
rest of the world in prayer. For some
women it is one of the few opportunities
to speak about what matters to them.

This year the order of service is written by the Christian women
from Suriname with the title ‘All God’s Creation is Very Good!’
as we are reminded that we have responsibilities in caring for this
wonderful world we live in. Caring for God’s creation is hugely
important and highly relevant to people of all ages and beliefs.

Suriname is the smallest independent country in South America. It
is on the Atlantic Ocean, bordered on each side by French Guiana
and Guyana, and Brazil in the south. It is a country dominated by its
rainforest which covers over 80% of the land with swamps and
rivers and a narrow sandy coastal plain. Around 90% of the
population live in this coastal area and the capital city of
Paramaribo (rhymes with ‘Haribo’). The climate is tropical, hot and
humid, with two wet seasons each year.

19



Six short prayers for the Lenten period
from the Methodist in Britain website

Lord, as we enter Lent help us to draw near to you in praise, stripping
away all that distracts us from worship. Amenisy!

As Jesus resisted temptation by the devil in the wilderness, help us
reflect on his faithfulness to God, his rejection of worldly values and
hold these thoughts in our hearts throughout
Lent and beyond. Amen

Jesus, you prayed and fasted. As your disciple
teach me about spiritual discipline in my
relationship with you. Amen

Lord may Lent be a time of inward searching
that makes me more able to look with
compassion at the needs of the world. Amen

Thank you Lord for desert experiences, when being confronted with
myself makes me realise my need of you. Amen

Lord, you've guided us through the difficult days of Lent, encouraging
us along the way. We pray as we move towards the darkest day, that
you'll not forsake us but remind us of our Saviour's ultimate gift and

promise of new, abundant, eternal life for all who believe and trust in

Please remember the Derby Churches Night Shelters in your prayers, -

for all who are involved, day and night, to provide the facilities and services
for the guests every night.

Pray for all the agencies involved in finding accommodation, employment,
and legal and health services for the homeless

Pray for all who are homeless and sleeping rough, especially in these very
cold nights, in Derby and other cities of Britain

him, your precious son, Jesus. A%Qen



A reflection for Maundy Thursday

Why did you wash their feet?
| don’t understand, it makes no sense.

Why did you do something so demeaning, so

distasteful, when you did not have to?

Why humble yourself and wash the feet of your own disciples?
You are the Messiah, it makes no sense for you, of all people, to
do something that should be done by the least of all people, not by
the greatest. It is not what we want our Messiahs to do.

Unless... unless we have got it wrong and that, somehow this is a
measure of what Messiah means? Not that it is defined in
greatness but that somehow, in your world the first will be last,
and the greatest, least and servant of all?

But if we are to follow you, does it mean that we must follow your
example too?

Are you suggesting that we too should make ourselves humble?

That we must wash the feet of the people whom we would rather
ignore, or scapegoat, or deride?

Must we too become the servants of the least among us? the
refugee, the disabled, the homeless, the addicted, the anti-social,
the child?

Was that what all of this was about? To try and put us in our
rightful place, not at the centre of our own world, but at the centre
of yours, where we are no longer the most important person?

Is that it? Were you trying to teach us this simple truth:

that other people, all other people, should matter too? Is that why
you washed their feet?

Nigel Varndell - The Childrens Society
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You are invited to
PRAYER TIME

At Church . S
Alternate Sl;rt?lrdays Easter Monday afternoon will be a family time

At 8am for one hour for all ages. We will meet at church at 2pm,
and weather permitting there will be a local
treasure hunt.

Easter Monday 2nd April

3rd, 17th, 31st

March. .. : g
If weather is inclement or you would just like
If you are unable to to come for the quiz or just to share fellowship
come,please join in over a faith tea at 4pm you will be made very

prayers wherever you
are

welcome. There will also be games and craft
work available.

For further information please n
speak to Anna or Jill. .
%%9

@% I

Easter Bunny Hunt - g/
at Mickleover Methodist from
Saturday 24th to Saturday 31st
March.

Help will be required during this time to
welcome children and their families who

visit the church to find the Easter bunny .
Availability sheet on church notice board.

Easter Offering 2018 Seek peace and pursue it

The EASTER OFFERING 2018 dedication service, Seek peace and pursue it
(Psalm 34:14) features stories from Mission Partners in Sri Lanka, Japan and
Israel/Palestine supported by the World Mission Fund.

Each one is working towards peace and reconciliation in their own
situations.

The worship will encourage us to consider how we might learn from these
situations and find ways to seek peace and pursue it, in our individual lives,
churches and communities.

Service on Sunday evening 15th April at Mickleover Methodist Church
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A Litany for Mothers

Eve - the first mother in the Bible -
thank you for stepping out and being the first to
understand the complexities of life.

Sarah, Hannah and Elizabeth - thank you for their
patience and courage in waiting for a miracle.
May all people longing for children be strengthened by their
stories and be comforted in their pain,

Hagar- thank you for her resolve in the face of exile. May all
mothers who are forced to flee or are forgotten be given hope in
you

Rebecca - thank you for her flexibility. We remember all
mothers who raise their children in a different country, feeling
isolated from their relatives

Rachel - you carried the burden of grief and wept for your
children. Hold the hands of all those mothers who weep for their
children -children who have gone missing, or who have died or
lost in other ways.

Jochebed -you used wisdom and insight to protect your children.
Give to all mothers this wisdom and insight in the bringing up of
their children, especially in vulnerable situations.

Naomi and Ruth - you showed that love can conquer all trials.

Help all mothers to love constantly when life seems impossible
and full of despair.

Mary— whose ‘yes’ to god changed our world forever
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Keep it simple - Lent 2018 resources from All We Can

The theme of Lent 2019 is simplicity — to reduce the things that distract
us from seeking God’s kingdom first.

What does it mean seeking first God’s kingdom in our lives?

Read Psalm 145.

In Psalm 145 the writer describes how he meditates on God’s wonderful
works. He then goes on to describe what he sees —a God who lifts those
who fall low, a God who provides for his creation. He uses such tender
imagery of God opening his hand to give his creation what they need to
be satisfied

The psalmist can express God in such terms because he has put time
aside to meditate and be mindful of God in his surroundings, in
creation.

Today in the UK, many of us live busy and distracted lives. The average
person watches over 4 hours of TV a day and is online for over 20 hours
a week. And it’s typical for some to be on their phones the last thing at
night and the first thing in the morning. It can be easy to be so busy and
full of other things that we miss spending time with God and seeking his
kingdom first in our lives. By doing so, we neglect to pause like the
psalmist to notice how God is active in our world.

While we can be easily distracted by things that we do not need, with
products and activities that are not always beneficial to us, there are
many people in our world struggling to provide for their

most basic needs. People are going hungry due to lack of "/

food, children are struggling to access education, and @ é
health care is beyond the reach of the sick. This is the e
brokenness of our world and does not reflect the values

of God’s kingdom. What difference can we make to our world when we
keep things simple and seek God’s kingdom first.

There are certain characteristics o280d’s kingdom which are likely to be



Firstly, God’s kingdom is full of joy! The parables N4
Jesus used to convey what God’s kingdom is like ™~ |,
include a wedding feast, a man finding a precious — (|
treasure and a prodigal son whose return home kicks- A

off a massive party.

Today, happiness is sold to us in many ways — the clothes we wear, the
places we go, the gadgets we buy, the number of social media followers
we have, and so on. When we do pursue these things, instead of
experiencing the lasting happiness we are promised, we find that the
pleasure is short-lived and we are left unsatisfied and in need of the next
thing.

God’s kingdom, however, provides us with a deep and lasting joy, not
found in earthly things or material possessions, but in finding our home
in God’s kingdom.

Jesus clearly took pleasure from looking at the creation around him and,
through it, sensing the goodness of his Father at work within it. He saw
the way God feeds the birds and clothes the flowers, and he reflects on
God’s loving care for us. We should ask ourselves — do we take
opportunities to sense the goodness of our Father at work in our world?
Do we take time to connect with God through his creation? Do we take
pleasure in the simple things?

Often our time can be so full of doing things that we forget what it is like
to simply be. It is helpful to be reminded of the saying, ‘We are human
beings, not human doings’. If we want to experience the joy of God’s
kingdom, then we should seek his kingdom above the things of this
world, which never really satisfy us.

Secondly, God’s kingdom brings freedom. When Jesus declared God’s

kingdom to be at hand, he was forgiving people’s sins and healing those

who were sick. He was setting people free from both spiritual and

physical captivity. As Christians, we are invited to live no longer
enslaved to the desires of our flesh, which are described by
Paul as destructive and harmful to others and ourselves.
Instead, we are invited to live in the freedom of God’s Spirit
and to walk each day in step with him.
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This will mean that we are more likely to live in the present, displaying
the fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control), and not worrying about
tomorrow, what we will eat and wear.

We can end up placing our security in things — such as jobs, relationships
or material possessions — without even realising it. But the truth is that
these things are never completely dependable. Deep down we know
this, which can create anxiety. If we look to our things instead of looking
to God to provide security in our lives, they can easily begin to have a
hold over us and stifle the freedom we have found in God’s kingdom.

Finally, God’s kingdom is subject to his loving rule of justice. Paul
reminds us of Jesus’ call for us to ‘love our neighbour as ourselves’, and
in the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus defines our
neighbour to include people beyond our national, ethnic and

religious borders. By doing so, he implies that we should view @
everyone as our neighbour and deserving of our love. When

we fail to love people, we are not giving them what they deserve. We
are choosing to love ourselves above them, which means we are not
reflecting God’s kingdom rule of justice in our lives.

It is also all too easy to participate in structures and systems that neglect
this value — the policies we vote for, the places we shop, the
entertainment we consume. A person who seeks first God’s kingdom will
not be concerned with ‘what clothes to wear’ or ‘what food to eat’, but
rather will be asking, ‘who made these clothes’ and ‘who needs to share
my food?’ A life characterised by seeking God’s kingdom first, will
involve us loving our neighbours and pursuing justice with them.

We live in a time of the now and not yet. Now, we experience God’s
kingdom in part, but we look forward to Jesus’ return, when the joy,
freedom and justice of God’s kingdom will be complete. When we seek
God’s kingdom first in our lives and display its characteristics of joy,
freedom and justice, we bring hog#bto our broken world and significant
change to people’s lives



Regular Activities at MMC

Mon-Fri |10.00am |Church Office open until 12.15pm

Mon-Fri [9.15am |Preschool group-Term time only Créche
Mon 10.00am |Live at Home office until 12 noon

Mon 12.30pm |Simply Faith Wesley Rm
Mon 1.30pm | Little Micklers-Toddlers -Term time only | Large Hall
Mon 6.00pm |Derwent Beavers Large Hall
Tue 2.30pm | Women'’s Fellowship Wesley Rm
Tue 6.30pm |Red Fox Cub Scouts Large Hall
Wed 9.30am | Prayers and meditation Chapel
Wed 10.00am |Live at Home office until 12 noon

Wed 5.00pm |Dove Beavers Large Hall
Wed 5.30pm - |Girls Brigade - Explorers/Juniors/Seniors/ || arge Hall
Wed 7.30pm [Wesley Guild Wesley Rm
Thurs 6.30pm | Brown Bear Cub Scouts Large Hall
Thurs 3d | 7.30pm | Prayer Time Office

Fri 10.00am |Live at Home office until 12 noon

Fri 9.00am - |Drop in café -Refreshments & chat Social Area
Fri 9.15am - | Go Fish —under 5s with parents /carers Large Hall
Fri 7.30pm [Kinder Scouts Large Hall
Sat1st |12noon |Lunch (except January) Large Hall
Satiast [10.00am [Fairtrade café Wesley Rm
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Diary for March 2018

Sat 3rd 8.00am to 9.00am |Prayers
Sat 3rd 12noon Lunches
Tues 6th 2.30pm Womens Fellowship -
Rev Helen White
Tues 6th 4pm to 6pm Messy Church - He is Risen
Weds 7th 10.00am to 12noon [ Funtime -coffee, game sand fellowship
Weds 7th 7.30pm Wesley Guild— Fred Glovet
RAF Adventures pt 2
Tues 13tth  |2.30pm Womens Fellowship -
Members Afternoon
Weds 14th |7.30pm Wesley Guild— Brian Sims
Bible based Auction
Tues 20th  |2.30pm Womens Fellowship - Joan Ward
Weds 22nd | 10.00am to 12noon | Funtime -coffee, game sand fellowship
Weds 22nd |7.30pm Wesley Guild- Rev Helen White
Caledonian Canal
Tues 27h 2.30pm Womens Fellowship - no meeting
Easter Holiday
Weds 29th |7.30pm Wesley Guild - no meeting

Easter Holiday

THURSDAY HOUSE GROUPS AND BIBLE STUDY

At 10.00am at 233 Ladybank Road Mike and Marilyn
Bagworth

At 7.30pm at 3 Station Road Charles and Liz Norman
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