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Thanks to all who contribute articles for the magazine
Keep them coming in please.
At present there is no charge for the magazine
but a small donation would be appreciated.

Items for the Decenber 2017 magazine by
Sunday 19 November
please to Liz Royle via the Church Office or
Magazine email address .
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Services in November
Sunday School, Beginners Group and Crèche
meet every Sunday morning at 10.00am
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning service
Sunday 5th November
31st in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Overseas Mission,
Presentation of JMA Awards & the Blessing of the shoeboxes.
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 12th November
Remembrance Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - Richard Horth
10.00am Spark to a Flame in Large Hall
3.00pm Memorial Service - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Holy Communion
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 19th November
33rd in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - David & Frankie Bray
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 26th November
Women Against Violence
10.00am Morning worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse with
The 10th Derby Girls Brigade Company
6.30pm Evening worship - Chandra Morbey
Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they prepare and
conduct their services in churches in this Circuit
during this month

From The Manse

Drinking Deep From His Wells
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so
that you may be careful to do according to all that is
written in it. For then you will make your way
prosperous, and then you will have good success.”
Joshua 1:8
October was a very important month for our church.
We had our Spiritual Development theme and I trust
that you found it helpful. I hope you will be able to
offer some feedback to enable the church to listen
carefully to your contribution and discern together how
we may grow together in discipleship.

October was also a very important month in the
history of the Church. It marked the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation. On 31st
October 1517 Martin Luther posted his 95
theses on the door of the church at
Wittenberg drawing attention to heresy in
the teachings of the Church. But instead of
a diligent study of the Bible and discussion
of the issues he raised with a view to
correcting the false teachings, he was rounded upon
by the ecclesiastical hierarchies of the day and slung
out of the church like a nasty little pest.
In God’s strength he took on the phenomenal might of
the religious powers and authorities defending the
gospel and proclaiming the authority of the Scriptures.
The Reformation had begun and the Protestant Church
was born. Out of that Reformation emerged (better
still, we recovered) the great primitive truths of the
first followers of Jesus Christ and which have governed
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our evangelical witness for the past five centuries. These
truths have come down to us framed in the Latin
.language and have remained so for their ease of
retention to the memory. They are called the five Solas
of the Reformation and they are as follows:
The first is Sola Scriptura which means
Scripture alone. It simply means the Bible
alone is our highest authority. The second,
Sola Fide, means Faith alone which is the
teaching that we are saved through faith
alone in Jesus Christ. The third, Sola Gratia,
means Grace alone and teaches that we are
saved by the grace of God alone. The fourth,
Solus Christus, means Christ alone and teaches that
Jesus alone is our Lord, Saviour and King. The fifth and
final Sola is Soli Deo Gloria which means To the glory of
God alone and teaches that we live for the glory of God
alone.
We owe our spiritual lives and development to this
recovery of Biblical truth, which was the sole motive of
the Reformation and has remained its shining legacy
these past five hundred years. It is worth remembering
and celebrating because the Holy Bible will always be at
the heart of every true Reformation. And the best way
to do that is to ensure that we do all that we can to hold
on to the light we have been passed and also do all that
we can to pass it on to our children and their children in
an unbroken relay. Our pursuit of spiritual development
is a commendable way to go about this. And our success
in it will be guaranteed as we return to the Holy Bible,
the Word of God, to drink deep from its wells and be
daily nourished as we take our stand on its unvarnished
and unadulterated teachings, like Luther and many
other faithful disciples these past five centuries.

A few months ago, I came across a touching story sent
around by the charity Open Doors through its daily
devotional, Standing Through The Storm. It spoke about
the people of God in Vietnam and their deep hunger for
for the Word of God. I include it below for our
encouragement.
“I immediately realized that not one of these pastors
owned a Bible and that they were waiting to hear from
Scripture. As I started sharing, one pastor raised his
hand. “Excuse me brother, is that the Bible or is that
you?”
“This is Scripture,” I answered and immediately the
leaders took out a notebook and eagerly started writing
every word down. I then understood that this was the
only way that they could collect Scripture verses. I
wanted to cry.
As I continued the teaching, the same question came
once again. “Excuse me brother, is that the Bible or is
that you?”
“This time it’s me,” I answered and suddenly everybody
put their “Bibles” down and took out a different notebook
and once again wrote down every word I said. Then
came lunch break and the leading pastor stood up. “We
will now have a time to test our Bible knowledge,” he
announced.
I wondered how my Bible knowledge, with more than ten
Bibles at my disposal, would measure up with these
leaders who do not have their own copies. The leader
asked the first question.
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“What does it say in Obadiah 2:4?”
I shrank in my chair. Please don’t look at me, I thought. I
know there is a book of Obadiah but I must confess it has
been some time since I read it. The pastors started
laughing
and
then
one
raised
his
hand.
“Obadiah only has one chapter, brother!”
I felt so ashamed. How is it possible I did not know this
and these believers without their own Bibles knew?
Then came the second question. “What does the
Bible teach in Nahum 1:7?”
An elderly pastor in the front row raised his hand
like an eager school child. He then started
quoting the Scripture: “The Lord is good, a
strength in the day of trouble. He cares for those
who
trust
in
him.”
“Well done brother,” said the leader. “You may sit down
now.” But the elderly pastor was not finished
yet. “Please,” he asked, “may I continue?” After a nod, he
quoted the
whole
book
of
Nahum faultlessly.
I was also later introduced to another believer who came
to know the Lord only during recent years. His passion for
the Word of God is displayed in the fact that he has
already memorized seventy-eight chapters of the Bible.”
May Christ Jesus, the only Son of God, and our one and
only Lord and Saviour, fill us with a deep thirst and hunger
for His priceless Word.
In His Grace
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse

In the beginning
A few weeks ago, I was reading a novel in the course of which was a
mention of a priest who started off his sermon by saying “In the
beginning there was nothing at all, imagine that, absolutely nothing.
Then God said “Let there be light!” and there was light – there was
still nothing but you could see it better!”.
It started me thinking about the various creation myths that I have
come across over the years from various cultures and religions, and
the various themes which occur throughout these stories. Many of
the myths say that the world was formed out of the body of a godlike
creature or a giant, in the case of Norse sagas the body of an ice
giant as you would probably expect. Some of these were a result of
fights amongst the gods with the slain one being transformed into the
the PSS devastating.
world – a case of good comingSpark
out ofinsomething
SSSSSSSS

Many stories see the world emerging as an egg which again bears
some sort of logic. An interesting point is the
frequent occurrence of the serpent which in JudeoChristian culture gets a very bad press, but in the
case of the Hindus and the Aboriginal Australians
the snake created the world and its features. Also,
a giant serpent encloses the world keeping it
together in Norse mythology. In some Indian beliefs there is the
sound “OM” at the start of the universe with some telling that the
universe was sung into existence, and also that this sound is still part
of creation. It is interesting to think that recently modern radio
telescopes have picked up a background sound which is present in
the universe, and is a continuation of the sound created during the
first milliseconds of its creation.
Most of these stories tell of a struggle between good and evil with
the forces of good being dominant in the end, resulting in a world
which is a good place.
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The main exception to this is the Genesis story which starts off with
everything being good but then people becoming intrinsically bad
which makes me wonder why this is so. Could it be that over the
millennia the Judeo-Christian priests have used this as a way of
wielding power and accessing wealth, by instilling a sense of guilt
in the populace which only they can dispel or do I have an overly
cynical view of priesthood in many of its aspects?
I have worked with some very difficult people over the years and I
suppose it would have been easy to see their bad side as a result, but
I have found that overall I have a positive view of people, and
believe that fundamentally there is goodness in all of us. I cannot
believe that humanity is flawed because of an act which took place
sometime in the mythological past by two people who did not exist.

I hold the view that God made all of us good, and that as Christians
we must celebrate this and emphasise the goodness
that we encounter all around us. In so many ways
there are kind actions and words done by folks in this
world, and in this goodness I believe we should see
the love of God working in our world. This is not
confined to Christians, as some of the kindest acts I have seen have
been by people of all faiths and none, and I believe that God is
present in all of these. To think that Christians have a monopoly on
goodness is to blinker our minds to a wonderful and rich variety of
cultures.
In a world and a nation which seems to be increasingly divided and
suspicious of others I believe that by embracing those of other
cultures and beliefs we have an opportunity to turn the tide of hatred
and distrust which seems to be growing around us. I believe that
God made us all, that He made us good, and by appreciating that
goodness in others we will be able to make our world a better place
for all, globally and locally. “And God saw that it was good” – are
we able to do the same?
Phil Royle

Sparky’s slot .
Well, you are never going to believe, what
and where my travels have taken me, this
month. It has been very busy.
It all began, on the first Sunday in October, I was
woken to the smell, of fresh fruit and vegetables,
coming from the chapel. Of, course I had to go and
investigate, so I shuffled as fast as I could, towards
the Chapel, my excitement could not be contained.
Once, in the Chapel, I could not believe my eyes, there
was a sea, of fruit, vegetables, flowers and lots of
leaves.
I decided to go and nestle, in the crisp leaves near the
altar table to get a good view, and wait for the service
to begin. I needed to know why we had all this food.
I soon, learned it was the harvest service. We were
blessing all the people in the world who help grow all
this wonderful food, and to be thankful and to
remember not everyone has food. I watched with
delight how the service was filled with a drama showing
us how it all begins with the world and the seeds are
planted, watered and then harvested, to go to the
shops.
Members of the congregation brought tins of food,
pasta, toiletries. Then they said it was all being
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donated to place called, The Padley Centre, for people
less fortunate than ourselves.
After the service I could smell cooking, why I wondered
were people heading to the Large Hall? I quickly
followed everyone. It is hard to go fast when you’re a
hedgehog. In the hall, the tables were laid with cutlery.
Of, course it was the harvest lunch! Everyone was being
thankful for the food we all eat.
I nestled on the window sill to watch in awesome wonder,
to be found by a girl and boy who took me home. I have
a nice warm place by the fireplace.
For October I thought, that was it, only to be brought
back to church the following Sunday for Spark to a
Flame.
The theme was all about Spiritual development-the
different ways to pray to God.
I watched as there was lots of discussion groups,
planting bulbs and design your own game - this was like a
board game of snakes and ladders, but it had to be
based on the bible.
After all this, I am now a very tired hedgehog, I
am once again back at the nice cosy fireplace at Josh
and Lily’s. Please do not disturb until next time, I need
my rest.
Sparky
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The 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
October 31st marked the 500th anniversary
of Martin Luther nailing his 95 Theses to
the Wittenberg church door in 1517,
signalling the start of the Protestant
Reformation.
He was protesting against the practice of
indulgences, where the good deeds of the
saints could be purchased to reduce time
spent in purgatory, before arriving in
heaven. For Luther, this cheapened grace, repentance and
forgiveness: ‘You can’t buy God’s friendship!’
Luther rediscovered the truths of God’s grace: ‘For in the gospel
the righteousness of God is revealed – a righteousness that is
by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous
will live by faith.’ (Romans 1:17).
He recognised that righteousness (being right with God) and
forgiveness are not earned by good works, but faith. The
undeserved love of God and His acceptance is a matter of trust.
This challenge to the Church of Luther’s day remains so today!
At the Diet (Council) of Worms, he refused to recant his views:
‘Here I stand; I can do no other!’
Luther stood for the free forgiveness of the gospel, by which
God accepts us because of the death of Jesus on our behalf to
deal with our sin. Only trusting Jesus can make us right with
God. In what ways can we slip into a mindset that seeks God’s
approval for what we achieve in our spiritual lives, rather than
in how we can serve as a response to all He has done for us?
We will continue to get things wrong, but God never gives up
on us!
‘Be a sinner, and let your sins be strong (sin boldly), but let
your trust in Christ be stronger, and rejoice in Christ who is the
victor over sin, death, and the world.’ (Martin Luther).

Front cover– Weeping Windows
During July this year Derby hosted Poppies: Weeping
Window
Bringing back many of the poppies back to the city
where they had been created.
The Weeping Window is from the installation Blood
Swept Lands and Seas of Red—a sculpture and concept
by Derby based artist Paul Cummins. The installation of
a sweeping plain of bright red poppy heads suspended
on towering stalks was displayed at the Tower of
London during the summer and autumn 2014..
In order to bring the legacy of the First World War to life for new
generations the 14-18– NOW arts programme was developed.
Weeping windows is a cascade comprising several thousands
handmade ceramic poppies seen pouring from a high window at the
Silk Mill, Derby to the ground below.

During the First World War, the Silk Mill was divided in to two
businesses –one grinding corn and the other making medical supplies,
both integral to the British war effort.

Memorial service Sunday 12 November at 3pm A service to remember all our loved ones departed.
Contact the Church Office if you would like to hear
someone’s name read out at this service.
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This is what GB means to the girls at 10th Derby
G-GREAT GIRLS
I-INCREDIBLE, INDEPENTDANT, .INFORMATION
R-RELYABLE, RESPECT
L-LIVLEY, LOVELY PEOPLE, LEARNING, LOVING
S-SHARING, SINGING, SLEEPOVERS
B-BAKING, BRINGING US TOGETHER, .BINGO, BRILLIANT

R-RELIGIOUS, REMARKABLE, RISK ASSESSMENTS
I-IMPORANT, INTERSTING, INVESTIGATING
G-GOD, GOOD, GAMES

A-AMAZING, ADVENTURE, AWSOME
D-DRAWING, DANCING, DECORATING
E-EXITING, EXCELLENT, ENTERATING
A time of corporate prayer at 8am for approximately
one hour at Church.
If you are unable to come please consider
praying
wherever you are during this time.
Dates in November are:
11 November and 25 November

S
F a i t h
m
p
l
y

Monday lunchtimes
6th Nov – 18th Dec
12.30 – 1.30 in the Wesley Room
Toys provided for children to play together –
Bring your packed lunch and get to know
other mums (and dads)
Hot and cold drinks provided
After eating lunch informally together
we will be looking at:

Who is Jesus?
Why did Jesus die?
How can we have faith?
All are welcome whether you have faith or none

Hope to see you,
Dot Thompson 07929 625852
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Operation Christmas Child
For a number of years we have supported
Samaritan’s Purse in their Operation Christmas
Child sending love and joy in the form of a
simple shoebox to children in many places in
the world. For some this may be their only gift
this Christmas.

We have empty boxes available together with
instructions on how to fill the boxes and
suggestions of gifts that may be suitable. Hopefully we may be
advised the destinations of the gifts.
Once again we will link with Dean Street Church and the boxes will be
dedicated during morning worship on 5th November (not long!)
You may donate money if you are unable to make a box up. The
suggested project donation from Operation Shoebox is £5.
Marilyn

THURSDAY HOUSE GROUPS AND
BIBLE STUDY

Traditional
Healing
Service
Please note that
Greg will be
leading
a traditional
healing service
on
Sunday 28th
January 2018

At 10.00am at 233 Ladybank Road
Mike and Marilyn Bagworth
At 7.30pm at 3 Station Road
Charles and Liz Norman
Mickleover Christmas Festival 2017
Sunday 26th November
From 3.30pm - on the Square and The
Parade. Hosted by Our Mickleover.
Craft Stalls, Carol singing from
Churches Together in Mickleover
hot food, twinkling lights, and Santa,
children's funfair.

Susanna Wesley House Open Day
Thursday 16 November from 10am to 3pm
‘Susanna Wesley House’ (SWH) in Castleward, a developing new
urban village in the heart of the Derby, was purchased by the Circuit in
2016 to provide a Methodist presence in the City centre following the
closure of the Queens Hall which, with previous chapels had provided
a place of care and worship since around 1850.
With the Manse next door, SWH is in an ideal position to provide a
centre for mission to the City, with opportunities for working with the
homeless, refugees, and new residents and commercial business in
this fast-developing area.
During the last 18 months Deacon Jane
Rice has developed SWH to be a home
of hospitality, prayer, table feast and
group reflections that encourage the
expression of faith and spiritually through
creative arts.

Following Jane’s retirement in August the
Circuit has now appointed a Lay Pioneer
Minister, Ali Stacey-Chapman, to further
develop the work in the City from early December.
Please come along to our open day on 16th and discover what this
expression of church is all about and how the Circuit churches can
become involved in this exciting project. You are also welcome to join
in the weekly Agape Lunch at 12 noon.
SWH can be found at 8 Liversage Square, DE1 2LT. This is within 5
minutes walk of the Bus Station or by car there is on street paid
parking in Trinity Street off London Road where The Nightingale used
to be.
If you need more information, please see Chris Moore,
Marilyn Bagworth or Janet Patmore
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LETTING GO –extract
And then comes the biggest “letting go” of them all: life itself. There comes a
time when you feel that life has been very good to you, and God has blessed
you so much. But now you feel it is time to let go of life here on earth, and
begin your journey Home. (And even more so if life has not been so kind.)
No-one should be afraid of “letting go”, because, as Peter reminds us, God
will care for us. As Henri Nouwen described it, our “long journey into the
heart of God” will be coming to its final destination.

NOT TO WORRY! - extract
Reading the Bible Reading Fellowship notes called: “New Daylight, . the
May contribution is written by Rachael Boulding, deputy editor of “Church
Times”, who is suffering from terminal cancer. She has movingly shared her
thoughts on facing death.
Rachael writes amazingly openly about how she progressed from disbelief,
to facing up to the fact of dying, to seeking and learning to trust in the Lord. .
I have been finding her thoughts so moving, and her final prayer typical of
the brave woman she is: “Loving Father, in their time of loneliness and grief,
draw my family and friends to you and your grace. Help them to know your
presence beside them. Amen.”
Rachael Boulding prays: “Father, help me to prepare for the wonders of your
nearer love”, and “Guide me through the mixture of hopes and fears as I look
forward to the coming of your kingdom.”
For me, the Second Coming of Christ is a personal one, when He comes to
take me by the hand and lead me to my Heavenly home. But who knows?
None of us can really know. What do you believe? Or hope? Or don’t you
want to think about it yet?

Daphne Smith

I hope you agree that these two extracts from Daphne’s magazine articles
are a fitting memorial to her. Daphne was an exceptional, articulate and
inspiring Christian, full of the love of God, with a great unswerving faith
and loved by so many. Her outlook on life, and her sense of humour will
remain with us and comfort us . Her chair at Thursday morning’s House
Group will not be empty - but it remains to be Daphne’s chair.
God bless you Daphne, may you be at peace forever.

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 2017

Church
groups are invited to
decorate a Christmas tree to put in Church from Advent
throughout Christmas - theme Three Wise Men.
Children from Mickleover Primary School will come to Church
on Wednesday 29 November to make decorations for the big
Christmas tree in Church and to listen to the Christmas story

How well do you know your spouse?
At a seminar on Marriage, the minister was stressing how
essential it is that couples discern what is important to their
partner. He challenged the men: “Can you even name your wife’s
favourite flower?” Baffled silence followed, until one husband
nudged his wife with a hopeful smile and hazarded: “It’s
MacDougal’s Self-Raising, right?”
Message on a leaflet:
If you cannot read, this leaflet will tell you how to get lessons.
On a repair shop door:
We can repair anything. (Please knock hard for entry – bell
broken)
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Regular Activities at MMC
Mon-Fri

10.00am Church Office open until 12.15pm

Mon-Fri

9.15am

Mon

10.00am Live at Home office until 12 noon

Mon

12.30pm Simply Faith

Mon

1.30pm

Little Micklers-Toddlers -Term time only Large Hall

Mon

6.00pm

Derwent Beavers

Large Hall

Tue

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship

Wesley Rm

Tue

6.30pm

Red Fox Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Wed

9.30am

Prayers and meditation

Chapel

Wed

10.00am Live at Home office until 12 noon

Wed

5.00pm

Wed

5.30pm - Girls Brigade - Explorers/Juniors/

Large Hall

Wed

7.30pm

Wesley Guild

Wesley Rm

Thurs

6.30pm

Brown Bear Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Thurs 3rd

7.30pm

Prayer Time

Office

Fri

10.00am Live at Home office until 12 noon

Fri

9.00am - Drop in café -Refreshments & chat

Social Area

Fri

9.15am

Go Fish –under 5s with parents /carers

Large Hall

Fri

7.30pm

Kinder Scouts

Large Hall

Sat 1st in

12noon

Lunch (except January)

Large Hall

Sat last in

9.00am

Fairtrade café

Wesley Rm

Sat last in

10.30am BUGS for children ages 6 to 11 years

Preschool group-Term time only

Dove Beavers

Crèche

Wesley Rm

Large Hall

Large Hall

Diary for November 2017
Weds 1st

7.30pm

Wesley Guild– Andrew Heading
Across Alaska by bike

Sat 4th

12noon

Lunches

Tues 7th

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship - Robin Merrifield

Tues 7th

4pm to 6pm

Messy Church - Jesus said, ‘I am the
Light of the World”

Weds 8th

10.00am to 12noon

Funtime -coffee, game sand fellowship

Weds 8th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild– Colin Hobday
Dolomites

Sat 11th

10.00am to 12noon

Alternative Christmas Gift Market–
OLOL

Tues 14th

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship - Marilyn Bagworth
Worship Leader

Weds 15h

7.30pm

Wesley Guild– Laraine & Derrick Tuplin
Cambodia

Tues 21st

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship - Derrick Tuplin
Holiday experiences

Weds 22nd 10.00am to 12noon

Funtime -coffee, game sand fellowship

Weds 22nd 7.30pm

Wesley Guild- Shirley Wormsley
Street Pastors

Sun 26th

3.30pm

Mickleover Christmas Festival

Tues 28th

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship—Christine Rowland
Wrapping Christmas presents

Weds 29th

10.00am to 12noon

Funtime -coffee, games and fellowship

Weds 29th

2.30pm

Wesley Guild - Members
Musical evening

Sat 2nd Dec 12 noon

Lunches
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