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Thanks to all who contribute articles for the magazine
Keep them coming in please.
At present there is no charge for the magazine
but a small donation would be appreciated.

Items for the November 2017 magazine by
Sunday 15 October
please to Liz Royle via the Church Office or
Magazine email address .
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Services in October
Sunday School, Beginners Group and Crèche
every Sunday morning at 10.00am
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning service
Sunday 1st October
26th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Family worship & Harvest Festival
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 8th October
Prisons Week
10.00am Morning worship - Allan Shaw
10.00am Spark to a Flame in Large Hall
6.30pm Evening worship - Holy Communion
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 15th October
28th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Phil Royle
Sunday 22nd October
One World Week
10.00am Morning worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Neil Draper
Sunday 29th October
30th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Holy Communion
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Colin Emerson
Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they prepare and
conduct their services in churches in this Circuit
during this month

From The Manse
The Great Foundation for Spiritual Development
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man
is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon BarJonah! (son of
John) For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.” Matthew 16:13-18
Many people see Christ as a great moral teacher, a good man,
a superstar of sorts, a holy man, etc. Even if we admit that
these are correct ways to view Christ, it still leaves us short –
tragically short. Because He is then no different from John the
Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the prophets. In
fact, He is just another messenger like them which
means we have no Messiah!
Therefore if we reduce Him to a great moral teacher,
a good man, a holy man, or another messenger then
He is not the Christ. To reduce Him to one of many
is to deny His uniqueness. He will not be the Christ. When
therefore Peter says, You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God, he is as a matter of fact summarising the Gospel in very
simple, straightforward, and special words. He is simply
putting in shorthand what the Gospel actually means. And that
will be the basis for building the church, because all
who make that confession are saved and received
into the Church of God.
As Paul tells the believers in Rome later on, “if you
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved.”
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(Romans 10:9). This is what the apostles preach in the New
Testament. It is the whole purpose of Peter’s sermon
on the Day of Pentecost, the very first sermon of the Church.
.When the audience listens to Peter that day, and become
convinced that Jesus is indeed the Christ, the Son of the living
God, the Bible records this “when they heard this they were cut
to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles,
‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ And Peter said to them
repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:37-38)
It is always the purpose of the sermons of the first
disciples to preach and proclaim this truth that You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God. Right after Saul
becomes a convert, He does exactly the same thing. “And
immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He
is the Son of God’ . . . Saul increased all the more in strength,
and confounded the
Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the
Christ.” (Acts 9:20, 22)
It is also said of Apollos, a bold preacher from North Africa, that
“he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the
Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.” (Acts 18:28). That
Confession is the point of the entire Gospel. And it is the whole
Good News: that Christ, the Son of the living God has come to
the rescue. He has come for our salvation. He has come for our
deliverance. Because He is the only One who can rescue and
save and deliver.
So He is not just a messenger like John the Baptist, Elijah,
Jeremiah or one of the prophets. And He is not one among
many. He is alone, all by Himself, in His own unique category:
the Christ, the Son of the living God. And the
basic mission and ministry of the Church, like
that of the early disciples and many faithful
disciples down the Christian centuries, is to help
people see this divine truth and make the same Confession,
having first believed in their hearts, that

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.
And what encouraging news to hear Christ’s
promise to build the Church. On this rock I will
build my church. It is His Church. And He says He
will build it. Our part is to help people to receive
the same divine truth that Peter received from
God and to make the same confession that he
made, You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God. And Christ’s part is to draw men and women to Himself.
To add people to the Church. To bring them into conviction
and then to conversion through the Holy Spirit (John 16:711). That is how Christ builds His Church.
The challenge we face is how we ensure that we make the
great confession the foundation of all our mission and
ministry. This means that the ministry of the Word will take
priority in all we do. It means the teaching of the Word will be
at the heart of all our worship. “Faith comes from hearing . . .
the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). Receiving and growing
faith are never apart from the Word of Christ. It also means
that the ministry of prayer will go hand in hand
with the ministry of the Word. They must be
inseparable. Not one or the other. It’s one and
the other, it’s both together.
By all means, let us bring people though our
doors and treat them to pizza and pies and popcorn. Let us
attract them and treat them to chocolates and crisps and
cream teas. And let us invent ways and ideas and projects
and events to make our brand popular with people.
Still we must go beyond these. If we do not offer them the
Word, if we do not place the Word at the heart of what we do,
if we do not fly from the start the banner of the Word, if our
primary aim is not to help them to make this great
confession, and if we do not back it all up with hours and days
and weeks and months and years and years of continuous
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prayer and - be it added, with fasting – we’d still fall short of
the gold standard of the Gospel.
There is a place for events. There is a place for ideas and there
is a place for programmes. And their place is to support and
assist in a secondary and subordinate role
the ministry of the Word and prayer. The
Biblical priority in ministry is always The
Word and prayer. The Church begins to
struggle when this order is disturbed.
Reformations, revivals and awakenings
(think Luther, Calvin, Knox, Edwards,
Whitefield, Wesley, etc.) always happen to
restore this order, for Christ only builds
His Church on the foundation of His Word.
It is the food of the Church, and the
ground
for
spiritual
birth
and
development.
In His Grace
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse

A time of prayer at 8am for approximately
one hour at Church.
If you are unable to come
please consider praying wherever
you are during this time.
This is a regular fortnightly
opportunity for corporate prayer.
Dates in October are:
14th October
28th October

SSSSSSSS

Spark in the PSS
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‘Navigating change” is the initiative that Church is following to determine how we
move forward, serving God in Mickleover.
Last June we started with the first phase - ‘One Church’.
During October the theme is Spiritual Development and from Sunday 1st October
the Spiritual Development diary will be available to everyone so please take one.

It is the chance to assess your journey with God, where you are now and to help
you to explore a number of ways which could help you to draw closer to God and
help others by sharing your journey with their journeys.
Some of the activities helping us to grow closer to God will be done in groups and
some will be done personally.
The Spiritual Diary consists of four weeks Week 1 - Where am I? - looking at My journey so far
Weeks 2 and 3—Explore and Reflect
Week 4 - What’s next?
Each week has a set of challenges under the headings; Bible reading, Worship,
Prayer, Learning and Something different with space for you to write what you
have enjoyed and learnt etc form that week.

There will be opportunity at the end of the month for you to provide feedback.
Spiritual Development doesn’t stop there. It is a life long quest. Hopefully this
month will have inspired us individually and as a church to move forward knowing
and loving God more!
Make time on Saturday 14 October from 9am to 11am to come to church to
‘Grow Together’ to experience prayer stations in chapel, to share .How do you
meet with God in prayer, meditation, bible study etc when you are at home.
share what and how you do, it, share difficulties and great moments of meeting
God. Refreshments available—bacon roll and toast. There is a crèche for the
children.

Preaching to the converted?
Quite often, when looking down from the pulpit, I think to myself “What
on Earth am I doing here?”. I`m sure that as my congregations look up at
me they are thinking exactly the same thing. I constantly query the need
for preaching but repeatedly come to the conclusion that it is a vital part
of our Church life.
Preaching should have a unique position in our worship, in that it is the
point at which scripture, church doctrines and wisdom become fused with
the learning, study and life experiences of the preacher, and delivers what
is hopefully, a relevant message for the listener and the speaker.
There are many styles of preaching and the variety from week to week
should be one of the strengths of the Methodist system. One criticism
which I often have is that I do not “preach from the Bible”. If this means
preaching with Bible in hand and moving between quotations from
Genesis to Revelation in an attempt to make a point then I have to admit
that this is not a style of preaching which I can deliver, and I must admit,
as a listener, I find confusing and unhelpful, although there are those who
prefer this approach. I firmly believe that every sermon I have preached
has been based on a Biblical theme, and I have done my best to explain
not only what it means but how it can affect the way we live our lives. My
aim in preaching is to encourage us in our faith and how this affects the
way we live, in addition to giving ideas/thoughts to take away and
consider.
Whilst I was thinking about this subject there was an article in the
Methodist Recorder by Colin Morris on much the same subject (Sept. 8 th
2017). He starts off by saying that in our modern society the art of oratory
has been lost, with even politicians and broadcasters being lost without
notes or autocue; that putting together a reasoned
argument alongside personal experience is now
something which can often only be found in our pulpits,
including synagogues and mosques. I would add that in
a world of the tweet, snapchat and dialogue punctuated
liberally with several “likes”, “justs” and “whatevers”
in each sentence, I enjoy listening to a well-reasoned
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sermon concisely laid out and presented with a distinct beginning, middle
and end. There have been and will be preachers who perhaps, over the
years, have lost their ability to communicate well to a congregation and I
hope that when this happens to me someone will be gracious enough to
tell me (form an orderly queue!). In a previous circuit there was one such
faithful preacher, and Liz knows that, when that when I reach that point,
she will mention that person`s name to me, resulting in my standing down
as a preacher with immediate effect.
Preaching is not easy and demands discipline and rigour in preparation
and empathy with the needs of the congregation in delivery.
To quote Colin Morris “In spite of decades of liturgical
experimentation with drama, dance, dialogue, over-the-gardenwall type chats and formal debates, the honest to God sermon
still bears the main weight of Christian discourse in a form that
has remained remarkably consistent since the time of the preaching friars
of the 13th century”.
He then adds “(Preaching) links timeless wisdom to present-day
experience by the choice use of words, images and stories. Thousands of
believers regularly practise that art and many more thousands have trained
themselves to be engaged listeners, which is also a rhetorical skill.”
Perhaps when we blame the preacher we ought to ask
ourselves whether we have been adequate listeners. Words
are important in that, when used well, can convey meanings
beyond the common experience of our daily lives, and can
inspire us to reach for higher levels of insight and
understanding. Colin Morris again asks, “Is the Christian
imagination itself shrinking, the symptoms showing themselves in the
bareness of some contemporary liturgy, and hymnody, the language of
which is too trite to bear the weight of mystery?”
Preaching, I believe, still has a vital place in our churches and can be a
conductor between the divine and the human, and, as such, puts great
responsibility on both the preacher and the listeners. When I look from the
pulpit and think “What am I doing here?”, I think of the words of Thomas
Carlyle who said “Who, called to be a preacher, would stoop to be a
king?”
Phil Royle

Sparky’s slot .
Snuffled and shuffled into the large hall
bright and early for September Spark to a Flame
and settled in a prime spot on the windowsill behind the
music group.
BIG MISTAKE !
Things started off alright with nice songs that I like but
then total cacophony ( big word for a little hedgehog )
broke out with all the musicians playing different notes and
tunes very loudly.
I had to try and stick my paws in my
ears - not easy when you've got 4 paws and 2 ears. What
was going on ?
Then there was a game of football with
nobody in a team just a free- for- all with everyone
trying to score a goal for themselves . I kept well out of the
way 'cos I didn't want to be mistaken for the ball!
When I finally plucked up courage to take my paws out of
ears I realised that Andy and Steve were talking about
peace and harmony - we had another football match where
people were playing together as a team and I began to get
the message. We were looking at the difference between
conflict and harmony and thinking about how to create peace
in our lives, peace with God and peace in the world. So
there was no more ear-splitting music .
We went off
peacefully to our activities working together on our
mission statement banner, weaving peaceful hearts,
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colouring and meditating in harmony sharing our ideas in
peaceful discussion.

By this time my ears were recovering and I was quite
happy to climb back onto the windowsill for the final time
of sharing and praise.
It was so peaceful that my eyes began to close wake me up in October!

1 Thessalonians 5;16-18:
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you.”
•

Be united with other Christians. A wall with loose bricks is
not good. The bricks must be cemented together. Corrie ten
Boom
•
•

There is no better proof of friendship than to help our
friends with their burdens. Augustine

Chapel in the Valley
Are you old enough to remember Hazel Bradley and the "Chapel
in the Valley"? I came across an old cutting of the Methodist
recorder (Sept. 1996!) recently, featuring Hazel, who was a child
star on the BBC radio programme "Chapel in the Valley", which went out weekly
under the presentation of Sandy McPherson, the BBC organist.
The programme portrayed a country chapel, where the imaginary congregation
practised the hymns, and where there was a little girl from the Sunday School who
would sing a solo. Hazel was that little girl, and she continued in the role from 11
years old until she was 22.
How did she get that position? Her parents, who were Baptists, lived in the East
End, before moving to Croydon when her father found a better job. On moving to
Croydon, the family began to attend the Methodist church, and became involved
in church life. Hazel's mother was asked to arrange music for the annual Sunday
School anniversary (both parents were choir members); and she wrote to Sandy
McPherson, to see if he could recommend any suitable anniversary pieces
featured on the "Chapel in the Valley", for Hazel to sing.
He wrote back to see if Hazel would agree to be auditioned to sing on a
programme. And so it was, at the age of 11, that she got the job of child singer on
the Radio. "Chapel in the Valley" played an enormous part in Hazel's life for over
10 years, not only broadcasting, but travelling around Britain doing concerts,
accompanied by Sandy M. It was quite difficult fitting it all in with schooling,
then at Westminster College, Oxford, and finally, her first teaching job in
Croydon. (That's where I stated teaching!)
Later on, after marriage and 2 children, Hazel became involved with radio
broadcasts like "Thought for the Day". She even wrote several books of "Hazel's
Hymns", giving backgrounds to their composers. Unsurprisingly, she dedicated
her first book to Sandy McPherson, "a kind and generous man in whose company
I spent many happy childhood years".
She wrote: "I feel that all the work is worthwhile if it brings people into a
knowledge of Jesus Christ and His love for all people". Need I say more?
Daphne Smith
At the time of printing Daphne is recovering from being very poorly. Our prayers
and thoughts are with her.
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Operation Christmas Child
For a number of years we have supported
Samaritan’s Purse in their Operation
Christmas Child sending love and joy in the
form of a simple shoebox to children in many
places in the world. For some this may be
their only gift this Christmas.
We have empty boxes available together with
instructions on how to fill the boxes and
suggestions of gifts that may be suitable.
Hopefully we may be advised the
destinations of the gifts.
Once again we will link with Dean Street Church and the boxes will
be dedicated during morning worship on 1st November (not long!)
You may donate money if you are unable to make a box up. The
suggested project donation from Operation Shoebox is £5.
Marilyn

The Alternative Christmas Gift
Market will be held on Saturday
November 11th at Our Lady of
Lourdes Catholic Church from
10am to 12 noon. We aim to
support ten projects with "gifts"
ranging from £3 to £20. There
will be an order form and further
details in the November
magazine. Christine

Visit to Hinckley RC Church Sunday
22nd October 2017.
Father Frank has once again invited friends
from the Methodist and Catholic churches
in Mickleover to visit Hinckley churches.
This will take the form of tea at Hinckley St
Peter’s RC Church at 4.00pm followed by
Evening Service at 6.00pm.
A sheet has been put on the Church Notice
Board and I would ask that you add your
name as early as possible. We need to give
our friends at Hinckley an idea of numbers
attending and also to consider what
transport
we
would
require.
Ray Forey

How do you prepare for Sunday worship? How
do you spend those few minutes before the service
when we are invited to pray?
Here are some ideas for using our church surroundings as
a focus for silent prayer,
for meditation and as an
opportunity of offering up the life of the church to God.
Let your eyes rest on the font and remember the children
and young people of the church and those who have
recently come to faith.

Let your focus move to the pulpit and pray for
honesty and fervency of preaching pray for our
clergy and preachers and a blessing on the
preacher of the day Move on to the lectern and pray that our hearts and
minds may be receptive to the word of God
Lift your eyes to the cross, the centre of our church, the
centre of our faith - the cross which Jesus carried - the
cross of crucifixion - the empty cross of resurrection.
And let your eyes rest on the communion table where we
meet Christ in bread and wine - one family united with
each other and with God.
Turn to the windows and think about how we reflect
God's love to the world

Turn to the door and offer to God the outreach and
mission of our church.. .
These are just ideas which might help to guide our
thinking and our preparation but you might find that you
just
want
to
focus
on
one
element
or
that
something
sparks your thoughts in a different
direction. Try it and see!
Janet Patmore
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The Way by Roger Stapenhill
It stood on ancient sanctial ground
a large stone building, safe and sound.
I entered in, quite unprepared,
to find the love that others shared,
for in that house, so cold and silent
I heard the words, 'Find Me - Repent.'
I looked about and on the wall,
a cross of iron made the call.
'Find Me - Repent,' it said again.
I was lost, what did it mean ?
Forgotten scriptures came to mind.
I knew then Who I had to find.
But how to find Him, where to look,
this Man Deliverer, whose life we took.
A priest appeared and stood by me
and on my knees then I could see
no priest, but in priestly guise
the Son, God offered in sacrifice.
'Find Me,' He said, there - to my face
and I saw His love, humility and His grace.
But how ? But how? Then with a start,
I knew the way was through my heart.
From that time on I felt a glow,
the happiness that Christians know.
A life of darkness left behind,
A trust in Him that others find
the path from which to be aware
the love of God of which I share.

BEST FOOT FORWARD – 9th SEPTEMBER
From sunshine and showers to wobbly stiles and popping seed
pods, we had it all on our monthly church walk to the beautiful
area of Osmaston Park. A dozen ducks smiled at us as they made
their way in the pouring rain to their duck house in the middle of
the village pond. There was nobody sitting on the seat made of old
horseshoes at the side of the pond as we started our walk in heavy
rain. Osmaston is such a delightful village with its
thatched roof cottages, old church and local pub.
A disused telephone box also acts as an
information centre for local activities.
We headed through the woods where the trees
gave us some shelter from the rain, thank
goodness, towards Shirley. On the way we passed the old, now
defunct, saw mill that needs a lot of loving care and attention, and
it is possibly going to be converted into a
holiday cottage, which will be perfect in this
setting. Just past the saw mill we saw a sign
that thankfully was not operational that day;
it said “footpath closed for archery practice”.
Just before Shirley, we turned right up over
a stile, and went along fields to the swamp
at the bottom of them. We crossed the swamp via some
boardwalks which were very slippy from the recent rain. Next, we
passed some beautiful unnamed flowers which Eric recalled as a
child popping their seed pods in his father’s garden, until it was so
overgrown that he had to dig the whole lot up!
From the swamps, we walked alongside the lake and fields, until
we made a turning towards the start of the walk along a path
through the Osmaston Estate. There were not too many stiles on
the walk, but they were rather wobbly. There were no cows on the
walk, but there were lots of pheasants and grouse. The weather
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improved by the minute until it was sunny and warm, only for us
to finish the walk in more heavy rain.
A delightful walk, although we were slowed down by
the effects of the weather, that kept us all together,
and we chatted more than ever. Our thanks to Joe
for leading the walk.
Pauline Kellett
P. S. My thanks to Pauline for suggesting the walk, when all
looked lost after we tried unsuccessfully to recce the Three
Churches Walk for today’s Best Foot Forward, and for her joint

God's Plan for Ageing
Most seniors never get enough exercise. In His
wisdom God
decreed that seniors become forgetful so they would have to search
for their glasses, keys and other things thus doing more walking. And
God looked down and saw that it was good.
Then God saw there was another need. In His wisdom He made
seniors lose coordination so they would drop things requiring them to
bend, reach & stretch. And God looked down and saw that it was
good.
Then God considered the function of bladders and decided seniors
would have additional calls of nature requiring more trips to the
bathroom, thus providing more exercise. God looked down and saw
that it was good.
So if you find as you age, you are getting up and down more,
remember it’s God’s will. It is all in your best interest even though you
mutter under your breath.

Prayer - Meditation
Based on 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
The Scriptures say “Love is patient.”
God, how can I be patient when I experience injustice?
God, teach me to patient without being silent or inactive.
The Scriptures say “Love is kind.”
God, how can I be kind as I confront what is evil?”
God, teach me to love my enemy.
The Scriptures say “Love is not jealous.”
God, how can I not be jealous
of those who have so much wealth or power or control?
God, teach me to keep my values straight.
The Scriptures say “Love is not pompous.”
God, how can I not be pompous when I am speaking truth
to those who seem so wrong?
God, teach me to know how to both speak and listen.
The Scriptures say “Love is not inflated.”
God, how can I not be inflated with righteousness in the cause of
justice?
God, teach me to know my limits, that I make mistakes
and that I don’t always see clearly.
The Scriptures say “Love is not rude.”
God, how can I be gracious but also committed to what is right?
God, teach me to respect all my sisters and brothers.

The Scriptures say “Love does not seek its own interests.”
God, how can I move beyond my own limits and desires and needs?
God, teach me to understand the needs and perspectives of others,
especially the poor.
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The Scriptures say “Love is not quick-tempered.”
God, how can I learn from my anger?
God, teach me to learn from my strongest emotions.
The Scriptures say “Love does not brood over injury.”
God, how can I not get discouraged by all the hurts and injuries in
our world?
God, teach me to move forward and get into action for what is
right.
The Scriptures say “Love does not rejoice over wrongdoing
but rejoices with the truth.”
God, how can I stop thinking of what helps my side to win
and the other side to lose?
God, teach me to practice a love that wants the truth to win for all
people.
The Scriptures say “Love bears all things.”
God, how can I bear the stress of trying so hard to do what is
right?
God, teach me to let go and to trust in your wisdom.
The Scriptures say “Love believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.”
God, how can I possibly love?
God, teach me that I don’t love alone,
But rather in community with you and with all my sisters and
brothers.
The Scriptures say “love never fails.”
God, how is it that I sometimes feel failure? How can I believe?
God, teach me to love with a heart as big as the world
And to receive love and help with a big a heart.
Amen.

Derby Churches Night Shelter Project 2017/18
There are numerous ways you could get involved in
Derby Churches Night Shelter. The project runs from
1st Dec-2nd April, and it is looking for volunteers to
commit to once a fortnight or possibly once a week.
The 7 venues
Sun- St Mary’s Church
Mon- Cathedral
Tue- Hope Centre
Wed- Peartree Baptist Church
Thu- Ashbourne Road Methodist & URC Church
Fri- New Life
Sat- Ozzy Road Baptist Church

Contact is:
Paul Munro

nightshelter@derbycity
mission.org.uk
or 01332 460346.

Evenings
Commitment is fortnightly (this is the normal commitment) or weekly
from 7pm-10pm at any one of the seven venues. Volunteer opportunities
are:
- Catering- helping to prep and serve a meal in the kitchen, great place for
new volunteers to start.
- On the door- deciding who can, and who cannot come in, requires
confidence and assertiveness as well as good communication skills.
- Signing in-all guest are asked to sign in, using a computerised system
- Sitting and chatting to guests- putting guests at ease, helps us to start to
build a picture of each guests needs, may involve playing board games, or
some other activity.
Breakfast team
Breakfast at each of the 7 venues the following morning. All ingredients
are provided and it is usually cereal, toast, tea and coffee. Usually the
requirement is 6.30am-8am on any of the mornings. We also ask where
possible for the breakfast teams to assist in loading the van.
Driving the van
The van needs driving usually from the Derby City Mission Office on
Charnwood Street to which ever venue in the evening at about 6.45pm, A
requirement is that you have a full22clean licence to volunteer in this
way. A van driver is required every evening and every morning.

Warehouse daytime
For the night shelter to run smoothly and effectively in the evenings
work needs to done in the daytime. This is where we sort the contents
of the van each day, making sure the meals are all sorted for the next
evening, and everything is stocked up. Usual requirement is a week day
morning from 10am-12pm.
Office daytime
If you would like to be involved in the night shelter, but are unable to
help in the evenings, or feel that you can give time in the daytime as well
as the evening then help is required at the office, at the Derby City
Mission Office on Charnwood Street. Help is required with sorting boxes
of toiletries, underwear, socks, hats and gloves, making sure all the right
equipment is on the van., making sure clean bedding is on the van. and
some computer and admin work. as well. Usual requirement is a week
day morning from 10am-12pm.
Guest Support
At the Wednesday sessions from 10am-12pm, we are looking for a team
of volunteers who can get alongside guests, empathise and support
them to find solutions to their situations .
So opportunities are:
Wed guest support volunteer
Daytime guest support volunteer-couple of hours a week
Evening guest support volunteer
Donations of clothes and money are gratefully received for the project.
If you bring them to Church we can take them to the Night Shelter.
In the next few weeks a prayer card will be available for people to use.
Prayers for the project, for the people involved in setting it up and
keeping the wheels running smoothly for over 4 months, for the
volunteers and above all for the guests is very important and vital part of
the project and is a contribution that everyone can do.
Charles, Derrick and Marilyn all work different evenings in different
areas of the project so talk to them if you want to know more about the
Derby Churches Night Shelter project.
Marilyn

All We Can Harvest Appeal
The harvest lunch on 1 October will be in
aid of All We Can Harvest Appeal 2017.
At Harvest time give thanks to God for his wonderful creation
and the great gifts he has given to us – the fruits of the earth,
the wonderful creatures and the diversity of landscapes. God
has also generously given us many other things – the gift of his
Son, the gift of his teaching, the gift of his Spirit, the gift of
each other, and each of us with different gifts and skills. which
we can put to good use to have a greater impact on our world for
God’s kingdom,

In Zimbabwe, poor rainfall has resulted in failed harvests.
Sadly, no matter how hard people are working and are using
their skills, the drought- affected land is not producing crops.
Clearly, to keep working at something that is failing, when the
conditions are not changing, is not a worthwhile investment.
This is why All We Can is supporting work with these
communities, which brings them together to think
imaginatively and enterprisingly about what they can do with
their gifts and resources, so that they might be able to provide
for their families’ most basic needs.
All We Can works with a local organisation supporting groups
of families to develop various businesses, depending
on their own gifts and skills, and what is needed in
the local communities. For example, some groups
might start a business with chickens to sell the eggs;
others might develop gardens to sell the vegetables,
while others might keep chickens, pigs and goats to
sell for meat By having a diverse range of businesses, they can
benefit from selling produce to each other and enjoy a more
nutritious diet.
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Here is the opportunity to give to All We Can, and help people in
some of the world’s poorest communities to find solutions to
poverty, and become all that they can.
All the money given today will enable All We Can to support people
across the world who have needs and are working hard to improve
their lives. Thank you

A century of women’s ordination
On 17 September 2017, the United Reformed Church and
the Congregational Federation in the UK marked the
centenary of the ordination of Constance Coltman as a
Congregational minister.
She was the first woman to be ordained in a mainstream British denomination
– and she continued her pioneering role by remaining active in ministry as a
married woman and mother.
For the first year of their ministry at Darby Street she and her husband Claud
lived in a terraced house near to the Docks around the church. The East End
living conditions must have difficult for Constance having grown up in a
privileged home and was probably quite unprepared for the poverty and
deprivation in Wapping.
Constance was a highly intelligent and thoughtful minister who was drawn to
ritual and beauty in worship. She had a special interest in women and their
role both within the Church and at home and often performed the baptisms
and weddings in her joint ministry with Claud.
Her courage showed from the start in the sacrificial ministry she shared with
her husband in London Docklands. A committed pacifist and suffragist, she was
also an early supporter of birth control.

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 2017

Methodist Homes
for the Aged
MHA Best for Ages :
High Peak Trail Hike

Church groups are invited
to
decorate a Christmas tree to put in
Church from Advent throughout
Christmas theme
Three Wise Men

With Government and
local funding cuts fund
raising is essential to
keep Methodist Homes
services such as Live at
Home schemes and
Music Therapists going.
Barbara Sims is hoping
to take part in the short
sponsored walk on 7th
October and Revd Greg
is taking part in the 17
miles sponsored walk.
Sponsor forms for both
of them are on the
Church notice board

Children from Mickleover Primary
School will come to Church before
Advent to make decorations for the
big Christmas tree in Church and
listen to the Christmas story
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Regular Activities at MMC
Mon-Fri

10.00am

Church Office open until 12.15pm

Each
weekday

9.15am

Preschool group-Term time only

Mon

10.00am

Live at Home office until 12 noon

Mon

1.30pm

Little Micklers-Toddlers -Term time only

Large Hall

Mon

6.00pm

Derwent Beavers

Large Hall

Tue

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship

Wesley

Tue

6.30pm

Red Fox Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Wed

9.30am

Prayers and meditation

Chapel

Wed

10.00am

Wed

5.00pm

Live at Home office until 12 noon
Dove Beavers

Large Hall

Wed

5.30pm 8.30pm

Girls Brigade - Explorers/Juniors/
Seniors/Brigaders

Large Hall

Wed

7.30pm

Wesley Guild

Wesley

Thurs

6.30pm

Brown Bear Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Thurs 3rd in

7.30pm

Prayer Time

Wesley

Fri

10.00am

Live at Home office until 12 noon

Fri

9.00am -

Drop in café -Refreshments & chat

Fri

9.15am 11.15am

Go Fish –under 5s with parents /carers Large Hall

Fri

7.30pm

Kinder Scouts

Large Hall

Sat 1st in month 12noon

Lunch (except January)

Large Hall

Sat last in

9.00am

Fairtrade café

Wesley
Room

Sat last in

10.30am

BUGS for children ages 6 to 11 years

Large Hall

month

month

Crèche

Social Area

Term time only

Diary for October 2017
Mon 2nd

12.30pm to 1.30pm

Simply faith - weekly during termtime

Tues 3rd

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship– Peter Branson

Tues 3rd

4pm to 6pm

Messy Church - I am the gate

Weds 4th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Sara Phillips-Lloyd
Marie Curie

Sat 7th

12noon

Lunches

Tues 10th

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship - RSPB
Come fly with me

Weds 11th

10.00am to 12noon

Funtime -coffee, game sand fellowship

Weds 11th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Members
Favourite hymns

Sat 14th

9.00am to 11.00am

Grow together - discussion, prayer
stations, refreshments.

Tues 17th

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship - Richard Horth
ex Chaplain Derby Royal Hospital

Weds 18th 7.30pm

Wesley Guild—Pam & Richard Morgan
Derwent Dams

Tues 24th

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship –no meeting
Half term week

Weds 25th

10.00am to 12noon

Funtime -coffee, games and fellowship

Weds 25th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Beryl Slade
New Zealand

Tues 31st

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship – Judith Flack
Feeding the homeless

THURSDAY HOUSE GROUPS AND BIBLE STUDY
At 10.00am at 233 Ladybank Road - Mike and Marilyn Bagworth
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At 7.30pm at 3 Station Road - Charles and Liz Norman

