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Thanks to all who contribute articles for the magazine
Keep them coming in please.
At present there is no charge for the magazine
but a small donation would be appreciated.

Items for the October 2017 magazine by
Sunday 17th September
please to Liz Royle via the Church Office or
Magazine email address .

.
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Services in September
Sunday School, Beginners Group and Crèche
every Sunday morning at 10.00am
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning service
Sunday 3rd September
22nd in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 10th September
Education Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - Rita Wright
10.00am Spark to a Flame in Large Hall
6.30pm Evening worship - Holy Communion
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 17th September
Peacemaking Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
Sunday 24th September
Freedom Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - Holy Communion
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Colin Emerson
Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they prepare
and conduct their services in churches in this Circuit
during this month

From The Manse

Happy
Year!

New

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by
the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship.
Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what
is good and acceptable and perfect.”
Romans 12:1-2

New year greetings in September? No, it’s not a mistake.
It’s for the new church year. It’s hard to believe a full year
has already slipped by since my arrival in Derby. And it was
such a busy one that it seems to me we somehow managed
to fit three years’ worth of busyness into one!
And another church year has just
rolled in. There is no doubt that the
usual calendar will run its annual
course. We shall have Advent and
Christmas and we shall have Lent and
Easter, finished off with Ascension and
Pentecost. Even before any of these,
there will be Harvest, Remembrance
and
Memorial
services.
And
sandwiched between these throughout the year will be
many other services to mark a variety of the causes that
are important to us. Many of these reflect our commitment
to Ecumenism (Christian unity), Social Justice (education,
peace-making, prisons, racial justice, Christian Aid, etc) and
our own History as the people called Methodists (Covenant,
Aldersgate).
It is good that we can have such a liturgical grid to keep us
on familiar paths. The annual pilgrimage through these
familiar territories offers us a lot of benefits. Firstly, its set
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pattern offers us a sense of stability. Secondly, the repetition
offers us a sense of assurance. Thirdly, the regularity offers us
a sense of security. And we do need much of that stability,
assurance and security to sink our roots and progress from
little acorns of new life into mighty oaks of righteousness. And
it is my goal to stay on this grid during our annual pilgrimage
this year.
However, we also know how helpful it is from time to time to
ensure that the wheels are well oiled,
the tyres in the right pressure, the
engine running to a fine tune, and that
we have adequate supplies of energy so
we are not forced into the impossible
situation of running empty. This for us
means that we are rightly aligned with
our God in every proper category of our
relationship to Him.
To give a few examples: Since we are His body, we will see
that we are in tune with Him as our Head.
Since we have been bought by Him (and so
belong to Him), we will see that we properly
respond to Him as Master. Since He is our
Saviour, we will see that we relate to Him as
those who have been saved. Since He is our
Lord, we must also see that we wait on Him,
not just for our provisions, but also for every
jot and tittle of His Word by which indeed we must live. And
as His avowed friends, we are already well instructed in the
given principle that we stand in that exalted position only if we
do what He says.

Much of this right aligning (proper relationship) is the product
of a healthy spiritual life which, happily, is at the heart of our
mission statement. Its goal is to lead us to maturity in the
faith and to keep us sustained in it because, as long as we are
on this side of eternity, there is no time when it can be said
that we have arrived. And building a healthy spiritual life is
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itself the product of a process of constant renewal and
transformation: renewal of the mind and transformation of
life. The result of this process is knowledge and obedience:
knowledge of the perfect will of God and obedience to it.

This process is at the heart of all spiritual health and growth,
both for the disciple and for the Church. And that always
happens as and when the Word grows. From the evidence of
the Holy Bible and the history of the Church, all true spiritual
growth is always a product of the Holy Word assisted to
bring forth by the Holy Spirit. I see the enabling of such
spiritual growth as the emphasis of my call and ministry.
I flagged this up when I stood before you all for the first time
on Sunday 11 September 2016 and we read the following
words from Paul’s letter to believers in and around Ephesus:
“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the
shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children,
tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every
wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in
deceitful schemes.” Ephesians 4:11-14
It would not be amiss to say that there is indeed no better
time than now to pursue that emphasis. In the face of the
challenges we currently face about decline, we do not have
the liberty of many options. The Annual Methodist
Conference in June-July 2017 once again highlighted the
uncomfortable spectre of decline that continues to darken
our landscape. According to a report presented to
Conference, The Methodist Church in Britain has suffered “a
3.5% year-on-year decline in membership over the past
decade, with the number of members standing at 188,000.”
That’s not alright. It is our God-given duty to seek His face,
examine our lives, and come into line with God where we
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have strayed to reverse this trend. Every disciple, properly
trained and enabled in the things of God, has a role to play in
this and it is my intention to place this ministry of enabling
spiritual growth at the heart of all that I do in this new Church
year and I do ask your earnest prayers that I may be faithful in
this task, as I also pray for your faithfulness. May God be
pleased to show us His favour. Happy New Year!

In His Grace
Revd Greg Obong-Oshotse

A time of prayer -

at 8am for approximately
one hour at Church.
If you are unable to come
please consider praying wherever
you are during this time.
This is a regular fortnightly
opportunity for corporate prayer.
Dates in September are:
2nd September
16th September
30th September

The Season of Creation

(front

cover)

The Season of Creation is celebrated by
Christian churches around the globe who are
united with one purpose: to steward the earth
It is a month-long prayerful observation of the
state of the world, its beauty and the ecological crises that
threaten it and all its inhabitants.
It follows the theme “Journeying with God”, linking to the UN
international year of sustainable tourism for development. It
thein
PSS
explores God’s invitation toSpark
join inus
the journey of faith
SSSSSSSS
leading
us into care for all creation.
It runs from 1 September, the World Day of Prayer for
Creation, through to 4 October, the feast day of St. Francis of
Assisi
All Christians are asked to examine their conscience and
repent for sins against creation and the creator, and to “commit
ourselves to taking concrete steps towards ecological
conversion, which requires a clear recognition of our
responsibility to ourselves, our neighbours, to creation and the
Creator”.
It follows the theme “Journeying with God”, linking to the UN
Goodness is stronger than evil;
Love is stronger than hate;
Light is stronger than darkness;
Life is stronger than death;
Victory is ours through Him who loves us.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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Prayers for the Earth: Anne Richards, Mission Theology Advisory
Group, Resources available on www.ctbi.org.uk
To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the
life of the earth:
God, creator of the universe, fill us with your love for the creation,
for the natural world around us, for the earth from which we come
and to which we will return. Awake in us energy to work for your world; let
us never fall into complacency, ignorance, or being overwhelmed by the
task before us. Help us
to restore, remake, renew.
Amen

Jesus, Redeemer of the
World, teach us not to
squander precious
resources; help us value
habitats: seas, deserts,
forests and seek to preserve
this world in its
diversity. Alert us to the
cause of all living
creatures destroyed
wantonly for human greed or pleasure. Help us to value what we have
left and to learn to live without taking more than we give. Amen
Spirit of the Living God, You brought life into being, the teeming life that
finds its way through earth and sea and air, that makes its home around
us, everywhere. You know how living things flourish and grow How they co
-exist; how they feed and breed and change Help us to understand those
delicate relationships, value them, and keep them from destruction. Amen
God, of the living earth, You have called people to care for your world
Help us to find ways to use resources wisely to find a path to good,
sustainable living in peace and harmony with creatures around us. Amen
Jesus, who raised the dead to life, help us to find ways to renew what we
have broken, damaged and destroyed - where we have taken too much
water, polluted the air, poured plastic into the sea, cut down the forests
and soured fertile soils. Help all those who work to find solutions to
damage and decay; give hope to those who are today working for a
greener future. Amen
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Harvest Festival – 1st October 2017
This year we shall again be supporting Padley Group and the
Derby Food Bank with donations of food and other items.
There is a limit to how much perishable food can be used so
would ask that you look at the list of items of greatest need on
the church notice board.
All donations will be received during the Harvest Festival
services on 1st October. On the following Monday the items will
be shared between the two groups and delivered hopefully on
that day.
We look forward to your support.
On the theme of Harvest we look forward to welcoming the
whole of Brookfield Primary School to our church for their
Harvest Festival service on the morning of Monday 9th October.
Ray Forey

Also on Sunday 1st October 2017

HARVEST LUNCH

Harvest lunch will be served at Church at 12.15pm on this Sunday
instead of the usual Harvest Supper on a Saturday evening. It will be a
two course cooked meal as usual and a list of choices of menu will be
on the Church notice board for you to select.
Cost: £5 per adult - children under school age no charge, otherwise
£2.50 per child up to age of 16 years.
Proceeds from the tickets will go towards All We Can Harvest Appeal
“Chirp for joy’ to help people in some of the world’s poorest
communities, to experience a life, where they can fulfil their God-given
potential and overcome the challenges of insufficient rainfall and failed
harvests, by starting up new initiatives to help them earn an income.
Marilyn

Sparky’s slot - Sparky's Summer
You know how much I like snuffling - well
this week I'm snuffling and SHUFFLING
because I've got very sore feet.
It all started in July when I got
myself ready for
Spark to a Flame in the hall - and then saw people heading
off down the road . So I tagged along, getting left further and
further behind, snuffling along the pavement and being very
careful at the crossings because I know what happens to
hedgehogs on busy roads.
I was just snuffling past Tesco's when I heard music - a guitar
and people singing - and I was so pleased when I arrived at
a lovely grassy slope and saw all my old friends ( and some
new friends) sitting on rugs and joining in worship songs. We
said thank you for our lovely world in our prayers and thought
about the ways and circumstances in which God blesses us. I
think the reading was called "The Beatitudes". We thought
especially about the things that we could do without and the
things which were very important to us.
I looked at all the trees around me and I thought that leaves
were very important to me. I love it when they fall off the trees
in Autumn. When I'm hungry I snuffle in them
and I find lots of tasty things to eat. When I'm
frightened I wrap myself up in them to hide from
danger and when it's cold I creep into a great pile
of them to keep warm for the winter. Leaves give
me food, protection and shelter - everything I
need And all the time that I was watching the drama and
doing lovely craftwork with leaves and grasses, thinking that if
it's God who made all the trees and leaves then I know that
it's God who is looking after me all the time.
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I really loved the games we played out there on the grass but
my little legs found it very hard to keep up with the
children .
Then I heard them say "See you in August at
Happy Hens" My heart sank. That's miles away. But as I
snuffled back to church I thought up a cunning plan. I would
set off there and then , have a leisurely snuffle up Station
Road and all the way along the cycle path to Etwall a little bit
every day. .........................

And 4 weeks later I was just going up the pathway to Happy
Hens when a little girl in a bicycle trailer whizzed past me
and I knew I'd arrived just in time. I snuffled my way up to the
picnic area and found some leaves to snuggle up in. We
were talking about walls - walls which sometimes separate us
from each other and from God, I know about walls. I hate
walls . I can squeeze under fences, I can snuffle through
hedges but walls stop me dead in my tracks. So I
got really excited at the story of the walls of
Jericho tumbling down and I had lots of ideas for
breaking down all these barriers. Then I sneaked
up onto the tractor and enjoyed guessing what
was behind all the fences and walls as we drove
round the farm - I kept guessing HENS and I
was bound to be right sometimes.
This was a really special Spark because suddenly everyone
started getting their sandwiches out - and crisps and cake and I had a lovely time snuffling about for crumbs.
But then it was time to go home, Goodbye Happy Hens Hello long, long snuffling walklong, long shuffling walk.
Just shuffled back into church.
I've had a lovely summer but If you
find me curled up in church just leave me to
sleep it off.

“Full of straw"

from Daphne Smith

Did you know that the epistle of James very nearly didn't get into the
N.T. at all? I certainly didn't, until I went to my William Barclay
commentary as usual, when our House Group started studying "James".
It was quite an eye-opener! In every branch of the
Church (Latin, Syrian, Greek), "James" was
questioned as being suitable for inclusion in the
N.T. Martin Luther was very scathing about it - he
called "James" an epistle "full of straw", because it
contained nothing evangelical: it mentions Christ
only twice; it is in direct opposition to Paul and the rest of the Bible,
because it ascribes justification to deeds, quoting Abraham wrongly
(ch.2 v 23-24); and James calls the law a law of freedom, whereas Paul
calls it a law of slavery.
In the end, it was Augustine who accepted "James" fully (in the 5th
century), and that was the end of the struggle.

But it has even been suggested that the James of the epistle was not the
brother of Jesus, as His brothers didn't understand or sympathise with
Him. And yet something changed - Acts 1 v 14 states that after the
Ascension, Jesus' mother and His brothers joined with the disciples in
prayer; and eventually James became leader of the Jerusalem church,
and later died a martyr's death.
Another possibility that Barclay puts forward is based on the fact that
"James" closely resembles a sermon. So it is plausible that a sermon,
preached by James, was taken down by someone else
(without shorthand?), translated into Greek, added to and
decorated a little, and then issued to the Church at large, so
that everyone should benefit from it.
After that long introduction to "James" by Barclay (and it is actually 36
pages long!), it will be very interesting (and, I hope, spiritually
challenging) to tackle the epistle itself. We are still on the first chapter
at the moment!
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Operation Christmas Child
For a number of years we have supported
Samaritan’s Purse in their Operation
Christmas Child sending love and joy in the
form of a simple shoebox to children in many
places in the world. For some this may be
their only gift this Christmas.
We will have empty boxes available towards
the end of September together with
instructions on how to fill the boxes and
suggestions of gifts that may be suitable.
Hopefully we may be advised the destinations of the gifts.
Once again we will link with Dean Street Church and we will arrange
a date when the boxes will be dedicated during morning worship.
Please watch out for notices but we have been advised that boxes
need to be delivered to the collection in the first couple of weeks in
November.
If anyone wants to get more involved, possibly by checking and
preparing the shoeboxes for export at the processing centre, please
let me know and I will obtain more information.
Ray Forey

STOP PRESS!
Visit to Hinckley RC Church Sunday 22nd October 2017.
Father Frank has once again invited friends from the Methodist and
Catholic churches in Mickleover to visit Hinckley churches.
This will take the form of tea at Hinckley St Peter’s RC Church at 4.00pm
followed by Evening Service at 6.00pm.
A sheet has been put on the Church Notice Board and I would ask that
you add your name as early as possible. We need to give our friends at
Hinckley an idea of numbers attending and also to consider what
transport we would require.
Ray Forey

Just a word (or two!).
For most of my working life I was restricted to a vocabulary of
under one thousand words. This had its drawbacks, but does mean
that I have had to learn to speak and write simply, and also that I
appreciate the use of language when it is well-crafted.
I have been thinking a lot about how we express ourselves and also
how our forebears did so especially when describing the
extraordinary.
I think back to when I was eighteen and near the top of a steep
snowslope approaching the summit of Scafell when we were alerted
to a casualty at the bottom of the cliff with a broken leg. In my haste
to get to him I slipped and hurtled down the slope out of control
towards a two hundred foot drop. Strangely everything slowed down
and I considered various options open to me at that point, eventually
turning on to my front, spreading my legs to gather loose snow and
applying my ice-axe slowly into the packed snow as a brake. I
stopped within a few feet and carried on at a more leisurely pace
towards the casualty. This slowing down of time is apparently quite
common when people feel that their life is threatened, and it has
been explained that due to adrenaline etc. the thought processes are
speeded up so much that it seems that time is slowing or even stops.
They say that a picture paints a thousand words and we have
difficulty sometimes describing scenes such as a beautiful sunset.
“The sky was on fire.” we may say, although we know
this is a turn of phrase and is not literally true.
How much more difficult must it have been for people
living thousands of years ago who did not have our
current scientific understanding? How could they
describe the indescribable using mere words? I assume
that then as now they would use a figure of speech to try
to convey what they meant. There is a problem faced by
us when these figures of speech are written into holy scriptures
which many regard as the indisputable word of God in its entirety.
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I have to admit that there is much of the Bible that I cannot take as fact.
There are stories written to explain a truth, there are accounts which
have had “spin” attached to them to make, for example, an Old
Testament ruler appear to be greater than he really was; there are turns
of phrase to try to put something into words which defy description;
there have been changes in meaning due to mistranslations or losing
something in various tellings; and there are attempts to explain aspects
which were beyond their level of understanding. Thus, I cannot
believe, amongst numerous other items found in the Bible, that Jesus
defied the laws of gravity to “ascend” into heaven, that
someone with symptoms of epilepsy or mental illness is
possessed by demons, that time went backwards, or that
a man lived in the stomach of a large fish. In other
words, I cannot take what was a figure of speech as fact.
I know that there are some who will disagree with my
point of view, and I am happy to accept this, but I also hope that in
return my views will be at least respected even if not agreed with. We
are a Church with a wide range of opinions and beliefs which should
enrich us by encouraging us to explore these together.
On the subject of words, I would like to digress a little at this point to
look at how we view “Navigating Change” and “One Church” which
have been topics in our Church over the last few months. The word
“change” is one charged with various meanings and very often is
associated with bad news. “There has been a change in your
condition.” often heralds bad news from a doctor, “change and decay”
is a phrase often heard as is “a change for the worst”. We are often
fearful or suspicious of change but it can herald changes for the better
and a change in outlook. We are constantly changing
as individuals and also as a Church, but I prefer the
word “growth”, because as we change we grow in
understanding and grow together as a family, which
is my understanding of what is behind the Navigating
Change theme. We can do this by exploring what we
already have and to see if we can make
improvements in some areas.

I have listened to members discussing the “One Church” theme, and
some have taken this as being something to aim for as if we are not
one Church at the moment. This has, unfortunately, resulted in
anxiety and even hurt in some of our folks. My reading of the theme
and literature is that the idea is to be one of celebration of the fact
that we are one Church in our fellowship. I feel that I have two
families one based at the Methodist Church
Centre and one based in Auckland Close both
of which are similar in many ways. In both I
feel loved and accepted although I am a
different individual to the others in the family.
We have different interests (I like Classic cars
and Liz enjoys gardening) which we encourage
in each other. Often we do things separately
and the family may be dispersed, coming together for special
occasions only. We have different needs and attitudes sometimes
resulting in disagreements but at the end of the day we love and
respect each other as members of something very special. I feel that
this is so in both of my families.
We have much to celebrate in our fellowship with all of the
expressions within our church buildings and
in various venues outside those walls. We
have a loving, caring and vibrant Church
within which all who come into contact with
us should feel the love of a caring God who
lives within us and works through us all.
Phil Royle

Thankful for the past
Rejoicing in the present
Preparing for the future
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A time for fasting and prayer.
The 2017 Methodist Conference, meeting in
Birmingham earlier this summer, recognised the
challenges and changes facing every
community in these islands and the urgent call
of God on the Methodist people to share the
love of God in Jesus Christ in word and action.
Concern was expressed on the gradual decline
in the numbers of Church Members. It was
suggested that each church may like to share
this concern by having a day set aside towards
the beginning of the Methodist year where members could spend time in
Prayer and Fasting and contemplate this matter.
At Mickleover Methodist Sunday 17th September has been set aside and
all members of the congregation are invited to join in. The period of
fasting is by personal choice, some may prefer not to take breakfast,
others may wish to fast from say 8am to 5pm. Others may choose to fast
for 24hours. No person should fast if they have a medical condition
where fasting could affect their health.
Prayer is also a vital element of this day. This can be in your own home
or at Church. It would be good if as many people as possible could stay
after the morning service for a period of prayer. This can be for as long
as you wish but the Church will be kept open through to evening
worship. If you cannot stay after morning worship you would be
welcome to come at any time during the afternoon.
Ray Forey

Open the Book
Open the Book has been around since 1989 when a
group of Christians in Bedford started presenting
Bible Stories in School Assemblies. Its popularity
spread, books were written, and as part of the Bible
.
Society is now nationwide.
Soon after Churches Together in Mickleover saw this as great
opportunity to get involved in the local schools and ecumenical
teams were set up at the local primary schools, some of which are
still active now.
Lana Jamieson leads a group of 8 volunteers taking assemblies every
other week at Mickleover Infant and Brookfield infant schools and
every half term with the Junior departments at these schools.
A typical assembly includes a popular children’s song, followed by a
RAP, then a dramatized story which sometimes uses puppets, a
conclusion and a prayer. We try as far as possible to involve the
pupils and there is never a shortage of volunteers to get dressed up
and join us in the story-telling.
We are fortunate in that the schools welcome us to be involved and
we try to work in partnership. We provide the school with a
programme of stories throughout the academic year which they can
link into their themes and Religious Education lessons. One of the
reasons why we believe that we are accepted is the we follow a Code
of Practice, which includes amongst others a) keeping the bible story
simple without embellishment. b) letting the story speak for itself
and never giving a sermon, c) showing respect and sensitivity to
those of other faiths, and to those with none.
We tell stories from both the Old Testament and the New Testament
and try to make them relevant to the various festivals during the
year. We roughly work to a 3 to 4 year cycle and it is often amazing
and gratifying that when we tell stories to the Juniors they can often
20

remember hearing the same story when they were much younger.
Although we largely keep to the script from the books, we sometimes
carefully adapt or on occasions prepare our own material, such as
recently including Jesus telling the disciples about The Lord’s Prayer.
Occasionally the drama provokes questions, which is really exciting
With the teachers permission we try to provide relevant answers.
Generally time available does not allow this approach, also it is
not part of our remit, but it does show that there is interest and
who knows what opportunities there may be in the future to have
closer involvement
Once a year Churches Together in Mickleover purchase little booklets
entitled “'It's Your Move ”. These are given to each pupil in Year 6 at
the end of the year before they go on to Secondary School. The
booklets contain a lot of very helpful advice on how to prepare for
the change in school. It covers sensitive areas such as bullying,
friendships, and many others.

Statistics are not available but in the last 15 years probably close to
2000 children will have heard bible stories at Mickleover
and Brookfield Primary schools and we currently provide
assemblies for about 400 children and some of their
teachers. Who knows what impact we might have had?
What we do see is many children say ‘Hello’ to us in
Tesco’s, tell us they enjoy our stories and on one lovely occasion, one
child who had just gone up into the Junior school and only saw our
team infrequently asked his mum if we could go to their house to tell
stories because he missed them at school.
The other teams that operate at Silverhill and Ravensdale Primary
schools, although not as regular a commitment as ours, are more
than willing to enlarge their teams. They operate from St John's
and if you are inspired to help we can give you the necessary contact
details.
Ray Forey and Lana Jamieson

A Call to Pray for Our Nation.
A National Day of Prayer for Great Britain has
been called by David Hathaway for the healing
of our country and the well-being of the Brexit
negotiations, for the unity of the UK, and for the
nation to turn back to God and His Holy Word.. Following all the
recent disasters, our nation is in distress and being torn apart as
never before. We need God to once again lead this nation and
heal our land but this will only happen if we pray.
This invitation to a call to prayer is given to all who want God to
make a difference to our nation towards a better future.

Can you make time to pray for your country and its future?
Spondon Methodist Church, Lodge Lane North, Spondon.
Friday 8th September 2017
There will be three separate prayer sessions:
10:00 am – 12:00 noon;
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm;
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm.
A break for refreshments will be taken half way through each
session.

***** All welcome*****
Please come and join us in praying for
Peace, Resolution and Unity in our troubled country.
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Main points from Church Council June 2017
Current financial situation ok,. Offertories are not guaranteed
income and there have been indications that these may go
down next year. The Treasurer asked that members review
their giving on a regular basis.
All fluorescent tubes have been replaced. Ceiling lights to be
replaced in the Wesley Room and corridors with LED ones that should not
need replacing.
Work to be carried out on blind cords to meet a new law which states that
blind cords must be fixed and at a certain level from the ground.
In October a new friendship group, Simply Faith, for parents, babies and pre
-school children meeting Mondays 12.30 am to 1.30 pm - parents can
follow on to Little Micklers afterwards.
Proposal for a new Organisational Structure for the Church - a Leadership
Team instead of the Family and Outreach Team - this team based on Church
Council priorities would also carry out part of the work of the Stewards,
giving general leadership of the Church in terms of direction. The other part
of the work of the stewards would be the management of services.
Individuals would be responsible for different aspects of the Church making
actions simpler. It was suggested that the idea be explored and the results
brought back to October Church Council.
Children & Families Worker - Kevin Hill had left at the end of March
having found a full time post. Decision approved to take a pause, to
consider the post and decide what is needed, research to see what role
C&FW workers play in other churches. Report back to Church Council in
October.
Mickleover preschool - from September the Government is introducing 30
hours funding for all 3 and 4 year olds - 30 hours cannot be offered currently
in pre school. Decline in number in September due to change in
circumstances and the necessity for 30 hours. Committee looking at ways in
which they could provide 30 hours starting in September 2018 and ways of
achieving this. It would be 6 hours per day, i.e, 9 am to 3 pm. Necessary to
try to find a solution to suit all users as well as pre-school.
Next Church Council meeting Tuesday24th October 7.15pm for 7.30pm.

Our Mickleover is holding a Scarecrow Festival during the week
starting 23rd September. Church groups and organisations are
invited to produce a scarecrow on the theme of ‘One Church” for
display outside Church and to contact Stephen Ager.

MHA Best for Ages :

Action for
Children :
Saturday
23rdSeptember,
Action for Children are
holding a Soup and Pudding
evening at
Mickleover Methodist
at 5.00pm.
Cost is £5 per person
Including entertainment from
the Living Faith Choir singing
excerpts from one of Roger
Jones’s musicals - Wildfire
Tickets are available from
Michelle, numbers by 15th
September please.
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With Government and
local funding cuts fund
raising is essential to
keep Methodist Homes
services such as Live at
Home schemes and Music
Therapists going.

Barbara Sims is hoping to
take part in the short
sponsored walk on 7th
October and is looking for
sponsors.

Mickleover Methodist Preschool, a Church based group
which has been in existence since 1967 is celebrating 50
years in serving our community. We are holding a
celebration on Saturday morning 16th September from
10am to 12noon
You are invited to join past and
present
families,
volunteers

staff

and

Churches Together in Mickleover is organising a
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
again this year during Advent. Children from Mickleover
Primary School will come to Church before Advent to make
decorations for the big Christmas tree in Church and listen
to the Christmas story.
Church groups are invited to decorate their own small trees
for Church.
Theme: Wise Men

Women’s Fellowship
is changing! :
We decided at our AGM in
July that due to falling
numbers we must drop the
Women’s and welcome
men too.

St JOHN’S CHURCH HALL
Devonshire Drive Mickleover

CRAFT and
TABLE TOP SALE
Saturday 23 September 2017
10.00 am – 2.00 pm
Serving refreshments
10 am – 12 noon :
Tea/Coffee and Cakes
12 noon – 2 pm :
Light Lunches
ALSO
Cake Stall; Books and Jigsaws
Good Quality Bric-a-Brac

The format remains the
same; hymns, prayers and
fellowship, entertaining
speakers, Rev Greg
speaking the first Tuesday
of each month and
members afternoons.
At the end of each meeting
a time for tea and a chat.
(sometimes with cake, we
do like cake!)
Our first meeting after the
summer break will be on
Tuesday 12th September
- the topic will be
Habukkuk - led by Janet
Fisher.
We start at 2.30pm with
doors open from 2pm and
you are all most welcome
to join our friendly group.
Jane Limbert

26

Regular Activities at MMC
Mon-Fri

10.00am

Church Office open until 12.15pm

Each
weekday

9.15am

Preschool group-Term time only

Mon

10.00am

Live at Home office until 12 noon

Mon

1.30pm

Little Micklers-Toddlers -Term time only

Large Hall

Mon

6.00pm

Derwent Beavers

Large Hall

Tue

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship

Wesley

Tue

6.30pm

Red Fox Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Wed

9.30am

Prayers and meditation

Chapel

Wed

10.00am

Wed

5.00pm

Live at Home office until 12 noon
Dove Beavers

Large Hall

Wed

5.30pm 8.30pm

Girls Brigade - Explorers/Juniors/
Seniors/Brigaders

Large Hall

Wed

7.30pm

Wesley Guild

Wesley

Thurs

6.30pm

Brown Bear Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Thurs 3rd in

7.30pm

Prayer Time

Wesley

Fri

10.00am

Live at Home office until 12 noon

Fri

9.00am -

Drop in café -Refreshments & chat

Fri

9.15am 11.15am

Go Fish –under 5s with parents /carers Large Hall

Fri

7.30pm

Kinder Scouts

Large Hall

Sat 1st in month 12noon

Lunch (except January)

Large Hall

Sat last in

9.00am

Fairtrade café

Wesley
Room

Sat last in

10.30am

BUGS for children ages 6 to 11 years

Large Hall

month

month

Crèche

Social Area

Term time only

Diary for September 2017
Sat 2nd

12noon

Lunch

Tues 5th

4.00pm

No Messy Church Next meeting 3rd October

Mon 11th

1.30pm to 3pm

Little Micklers restarts- celebrating 10
years in operation

Tues 12th

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship – Janet Fisher
Habakkuk

Weds 13th

10.00am to 12noon

Funtime -coffee, game and fellowship

Weds 13th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild -Revd Greg & Revd Ted
Ager – Communion & talk

Fri 15th

9.15am to 11.15am

Go Fish restarts

Tues 19th

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship – Brailsford First
Responder

Weds 20th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Sue Cook An experience of ‘9/11’

Tues 26th

2.30pm

Weekly Fellowship - Peter Goddard

Weds 27th

10.00am to 12noon

Funtime -coffee, game and fellowship

Weds 27th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Richard Dobson RNLI

THURSDAY HOUSE GROUPS AND BIBLE STUDY
At 10.00am at 233 Ladybank Road - Mike and Marilyn Bagworth
At 7.30pm at 3 Station Road - Charles and Liz Norman
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