Mickleover Methodist Church
Celebrating 100 years
1914
to
2014

A SHORT
HISTORY

MINISTERS OF THE CHURCH

Rev. N Tasker Colley

Rev. Clifford Hawkins

Rev. John L Hope

Rev. Ted Swindale

Rev. Trevor N Dodds

Rev. Ted Ager
2

The following ministers have been in
pastoral charge of the Methodist Church
in Mickleover since the days when the
original building was being planned.
1909-11
Rev. J Stringer
1911-14
Rev. G H Carnson
Rev. Raymond Stopard
1914-16
Rev. E Martin
1916-19
Rev. W Fiddian Moulton
1919-23
Rev. J Harding Jackson
1923-26
Rev. Will Keating
1926-29
Rev. Ernest C Palmer
1929-32
Rev. B Lowe
1932-37
Rev. Charles H Hodgeson
Rev. Alan O Barber
1937-42
Rev. E Dennis
1942-45
Rev. Charles A Clark
1945-46
Rev. Arthur Staniland
1946-52
Rev. N Tasker Colley
1952-58
Rev. Raymond Stopard
1958-62
Rev. Clifford Hawkins
Rev. Arthur Jolley
1962-66
Rev. Alan O Barber
1966-71
Rev. John L Hope
1971-75
Rev. Arthur Jolley
1975-80
Rev. Edward A Swindale
1980-81
Rev. Harold Moore &
Deaconess Pat Moore
1981-86
Rev. Trevor N Dodds
Rev. Harold Moore
1986-94
Rev. John H Ward
1994-2003 Rev. Edward Ager
2003-08
Rev. Stuart Radford
2008-09
Rev. Edward Ager &
Deacon Pat Moore
2009-13
Rev. Ian Kemp
Rev. John Ward
2013 Rev. Janet Jackson

Deacon Pat Moore

Rev. Ian Kemp

Rev. Stuart Radford

A Message from our Minister, Rev’d Janet Jackson

We celebrate and look forward.
Ecclesiastes 3 tells us there is “a time for every
matter under heaven”. This year we celebrate our
centenary here. We celebrate the past, the present
and the future. We give thanks to the people past
and present that we can worship here each week.
What would you celebrate if you were 100? You
may look back and remember a special birthday, a
recent holiday or an exciting visit. We probably all
have some memories from the past that are not so
happy. But whatever has happened in the past,
there is usually nothing we can do about it now.
We cannot go back and live that part of our life again, however much we may
like to.
In the same way, we cannot live in the future. We need to live in the present
and make the most of it rather than always thinking about the past. That does
not mean we need to forget the past, for the past influences our present and
the present should influence our future. Where will we be and how will we
get there? That is something we now look forward to and plan for. Let us
know what you hope the future holds for us as a church and
may God bless us all in our endeavours.
Your minister and friend,
Janet
The Mission statement for Mickleover Methodist Church since 1994 has been

To develop a church family which is continually growing in Christian
faith, worship and outreach so that all may know the love of God
through Christ.
Our church logo, adopted in 2001, represents this with,
the Cross at the centre representing God’s Love
the various people showing inclusion of everyone, whatever
their age, sex, colour etc
the roof representing the welcome and shelter of the Church
centre.
The lack of walls shows that there are no obstacles to people
coming in or for church people to go out into the community.
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THE BUILDINGS
The Original Building
The first moves by the Wesleyan Methodists in Mickleover towards building a
new chapel and schoolroom were made in a Society Meeting in August
1908 when it was resolved
to inaugurate a new building fund and form a Building
Committee.
The
Wesleyan
Methodist
Chapel at that time was
situated on The Green,
the Primitive Methodist
Chapel being in Park
Laying foundation stone of chapel - 25th March 1914
Road. During 1908 and
1909 possible sites for the new chapel were explored and in November 1909, a
site of area 896 sq. yards on what was then a narrow lane known as Goose
Croft, but subsequently developed into Station Road, was purchased from Mr
Evans for £112, the money being raised mainly by subscriptions, sales of work
and concerts.
Money was obviously not plentiful and it was not until September 1913 that it
was finally resolved to build the chapel and vestries and the architect, Mr Lambert of Nottingham, was appointed. It was decided that the Chapel, should be
built first, together with vestries which could double as a schoolroom until a
proper Schoolroom could be built. Consequently estimates were obtained
ranging from £1669 to £2033. After some consideration it was decided that this
was too expensive and the
structure was simplified and
the accommodation reduced by 50 seats. After
retendering, Messrs Parkes
& Son of Grantham were
commissioned to build the
chapel for £1490 and work
started in March 1914.
Despite extensive activity in
fund raising and many genOpening of chapel - 23rd September 1914
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erous subscriptions, a loan of
£770 from the London City
and Midland Bank was required to complete the building. It was not until 1923, nine
years later, that the debt was
finally cleared and the Church
celebrated with a thanksgiving service. The Chapel was
officially opened on Wednesday 23 September 1914. The
Opening of chapel - 23rd September 1914
door was unlocked by Mrs
Reed and the Chapel was dedicated by Rev. G H Carnson who had been the Superintendent Minister during its planning. This was followed by a public meeting with Councillor Josh Hill in the chair. It is interesting to note that Great Britain declared war on Germany on 4th August.
The building continued with little alteration for the next 40 years with the original vestries doubling as a schoolroom. Detailed improvements were
added and some major repairs were
required. It was reported in 1919
and again in 1931 that a large part
of the chapel ceiling had collapsed.
Electricity was installed in 1923, the
labour for the installation being
given free by Mr Sharp. In 1932 the
Primitive Methodist Chapel in Park
Laying foundation stone of Large Hall, 1953
Road was closed and the congregation Joined with the Wesleyans as
part of Methodist Union.
The Large Hall
It was originally intended that
schoolrooms should be built and a
fund was started for that purpose
as soon as the debt on the original
building was repaid. The fund
reached £112 in 1925 and was
over £600 in 1930. Although a

Opening of Large Hall - 1954
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new schoolroom was discussed
several times in the 1930s and
an architect was approached in
1943, it was not until 1951,
with the enthusiasm of Rev.
Tasker Colley that an architect
(Mr Larkin) was appointed.
Extra land was purchased to
the north and west of the
chapel and, as discussions proceeded, the original intention
Opening of Large Hall , 1954
of a £3000 scheme developed
to £8600 after inputs from the Chapel Committee who provided over half as a
grant. The building included the
stage for drama productions, but
the size of the kitchen was reduced
to save money. The foundation laying ceremony was in July 1953 and
the building was opened in January
1954, providing extensive facilities
which had no rivals elsewhere in
Mickleover.
Chapel Modernisation
Over the years, several proposals
had been made to the Trust for the
alteration of the chapel and in particular the choir which was situated in the
apse at the front of the chapel together with the organ. Detailed planning for
the modernisation of the chapel started in 1962 and it was completed in 1968
at a cost of £6000, partly contributed
by the Chapel Department and the
Circuit.
The high level choir stalls were removed and part of the main body of
the chapel used to house new choir
stalls and a new Hammond organ.
This opened up the front of the
chapel to provide a larger Communion area with more modern furnishInterior of chapel before 1968

Exterior of chapel after 1968
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ings and a wooden cross was
installed. The original vestibule
was very small and cramped and
the opportunity was taken to
build a new frontage to the
chapel, housing a large vestibule
and adding more seats to the
chapel. While the changes were
being made, the morning services were held in the Memorial
Hall and the evening services in
Interior of Chapel after 1968
the Large Hall. In 1977 the false
ceiling was added to the chapel mainly as a heat conserving measure.
Morford Hall and Youth Hall
At about the same time as the chapel was modernised, money became available to the Church from the will of Miss Morford who had been actively involved in the life of the Church. There was also an urgent need for accommodation for the expanding Youth organisations, in particular the Scouts and the
Girls' Brigade. It was therefore decided to replace the old Schoolroom by a new
hall (Morford Hall) with a Youth Hall above it. Grants to support the Youth Hall
were obtained from the Department of Education and Science and Derby Borough and much of the rest of the money was raised by the Scout Group and
Girls Brigade. The new building was opened in 1970.
The New Church Centre
During the next 20 years, the building well met the needs of the church and
community, but it was fast deteriorating and requiring extensive maintenance
and repair. In 1990 land and 2 cottages adjacent to the church became available. These were purchased with the aid and support of the Derby South Circuit, allowing extra space which
could be considered in a redevelopment scheme. Following the purchase, a redevelopment group was
set up by the Church Council and a
fund was started for a building
which would meet the needs of the
church and reduce maintenance
costs. Various plans were considered, ranging from extending and
Laying foundation stone, 2001
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Mickleover Methodist Church Centre built in 2001

In 1997 the architects, Allan
Joyce, were appointed and the
concept of the new Methodist
Church Centre started to develop, with an emphasis on providing a building that would be
welcoming to the community, in
addition to meeting the needs of
the church and its associated
organisations. The final design
involved the demolition of the
old building apart from the large
hall built in 1953, which was re-

Carrying the cross to the new church, 2001
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modifying the existing building to a complete rebuild. In
1996, with the encouragement and enthusiasm of
Rev Ted Ager, a full redevelopment committee was
formed reporting to the
Church Council and with
responsibility for both the
development of the concept
of the new building and the
fundraising.

Interior of chapel in Church Centre, 2001

tained and refurbished to a modern
standard, for general church use and
in particular the youth and children’s organisations. The chapel,
seating around 200, was built on the
site of the original chapel, but with a
layout providing extensive flexibility
in its use. State of the art audiovisual facilities were installed in the
chapel and the halls, including a 3m
screen in the chapel and the ability
to link sound and vision between
the rooms for overflow capacity.

Other facilities included a carpeted
meeting room, the Wesley room, a
well appointed kitchen, a specially
designed indoor and outdoor facility
for the young children, including the
playgroup, and an open social area.
The second floor has an open social
area and also provides offices for the
church, the circuit and the MHA Live
at Home Scheme which organises
Official opening service, 2001
support for older people, initially in
Mickleover, but later covering most of Derby. The Minister’s office is off the
entrance hall.
The final cost of the building was £720k of which around £300k was raised by
church organisations through fundraising events, sales of people’s work and
donations. The original building was demolished in September 2000 and the
new building, which won a Derby Civic Society award, opened by the President
of the Methodist Conference, Rev Dr Christina le Moignan, in September 2001,
a few weeks after the Twin Towers disaster - another-world changing event.
During the time when no buildings were available, organisations were able to
meet in other local churches; morning services were held in the Memorial Hall
and evening services in Our Lady of Lourdes church. We were particularly indebted to Fr Frank Daley for the welcome provided there.
Since then, there has been little change to the building, although it has been
maintained to a high standard and the furnishing improved. It has proved to be
a flexible building and welcoming “shop window” to the community.
In 1918 the Trust agreed that the church should be insured against aircraft.
The wooden chairs still in use in 2014 were bought in 1954 for £1:12:6 each.
The first organisation that paid for the use of the premises was the Band of
Hope who were charged 7 shillings and 6 pence per quarter.
In 1933 the installation of a “Deaf Apparatus” was discussed by the Trust.
The decision was left for a future date. The loop system was installed by Albert Baker in 1987!
Pew rents in the chapel were initially set at a shilling a quarter for the centre
pews and nine pence for the side seats. The front few rows were free.
A good way of getting people to sit at the front?
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CHURCH LIFE
The way in which the church is organised is laid down in Constitutional Practices and Disciplines of the Methodist Church (CPD). Historically, the legal responsibility for the church was in the hands of the Trustees Meeting, and the
Leaders’ Meeting managed the organisation of the church, with the Stewards
organising the services and the day to day events. Since 1994, legal responsibility has been with the Church Council, who are also the Trustees and are ultimately responsible for managing the money and the work of the Church. From
2009 when Mickleover Methodist Church became a charity in its own right, it
has also been responsible to the Charity Commission.
The work of the church to meet its Mission (see p.3) has always been delegated
to more specialist groups or committees. We will look at church life over the
years through the responsibilities of the four teams which have been in operation to do this work since the reorganisation in 1994.
The Pastoral Team is responsible for looking after the well-being of individuals
who are members, or are associated with the church. It has been a tradition
since the start of Methodism for members to be allocated to classes with a
class leader who was officially appointed and was responsible for the wellbeing of their class . Until the middle of the 20th century classes were responsible for the discipline and spiritual growth of their members and met on a
weekly basis. This is now less strict and Pastoral Visitors now have the basic
responsibility of visiting their members and identifying what the church can do
to help them. For example, since the mid-1980s we have been providing weekly
service recordings to people who are housebound. People who live alone are
invited to events such as a Christmas dinner. Over the years we have been well
supported by class
leaders who have
been appropriately
trained in specialist
aspect of the job.
The Family Team is
responsible
for
growing the spiritual and social life
of the church as
one family. Organisations that are
part of the church
A Family Weekend at The Briars, Crich
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are represented on the
family team and, in addition to reviewing the work
of these organisations, the
team encourages and
manages new initiatives
and activities which might
be needed. Special events
have included in the 1970s
and 80s, a Lay Witness
Mission, several family
away weekends to retreat
centres and many specialA Confirmation Service, 2009
ist weekends at church
with invited speakers. The Family Team is also responsible for arranging and
encouraging special services and new forms of worship such as the Spark to a
Flame alternative worship which has been developing since 2011 encouraged
by Rev Ian Kemp.
House groups have provided valuable opportunities for learning, praying and
talking together. These have varied in number over the years and have often
been started from Lent groups or by pastoral visitors for their classes. Groups
for young adults have also been started over the years. There was a strong,

Summary of a typical Spark to a Flame session, 2013
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enthusiastic group in
the 1970s and there is
a small group which
has been meeting occasionally since about
2005.
On the social side,
fundraising
events
have often provided an
opportunity for people
to work together in an
Christmas Crackers fund raising event, 1998
informal atmosphere
and get to know each other better. Before 2000, when we had a stage in the
large Hall, there were frequent concerts to raise money for charities, organisation funds and for building redevelopment. More recently events such as quiz
evenings, antiques evenings and concerts in the Chapel with invited artists have
been more common. Various interest groups have also got together over the
years including the current walking group and dancing group and Scrabble
group. Coffee mornings and lunches on the first Saturday of the month, which
were started for fundraising, also still provide an opportunity for getting together and also attract many people from the Mickleover community.
The Outreach Team has three major roles; the support of Methodist and other
charities and causes, the education of the church community on social issues
and the development and maintenance of interaction with the community and
other churches and organisations. Home and overseas missions have traditionally been well supported with a special weekend set aside for each during the
year, with guest
speakers, teas
and
teaching
events. The Junior Missionary
Association
(JMA) has been
very active over
the years. In the
1970s and 80s
there
were
around 30 children collecting
Walking Group, 2005
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JMA at Missions event, C1990

money for missions and they took part in an annual high-profile event. Over
recent years a very small number of enthusiastic children have collected a large
proportion of the money sent to missions from the church.
The Methodist charities, Action for Children and Methodist Homes, have been
well supported for many years, with Eileen and Alan Woodcock providing the
drive for Action for Children (previously National Children’s Homes) fund raising
since the 1960s and Barbara Sims keenly promoting Methodist Homes since she
moved to Derby with its head office in the 1990s. Traditionally Christian Aid has
been well supported by the Mickleover churches and together we have supported the house to house collection throughout Mickleover, until 2011 when it
became unviable due to lack of volunteers. Methodist Relief and Development
Fund has been supported through collections, but we have not promoted it
more widely than this. Also for many years Jean Davis has collected and processed over 300 000 used stamps, which raise money for the Leprosy Mission.
Links have been made with a number of overseas organisations over the years
with the purpose of fundraising for them and developing relationships. Links
with the church in Calcutta were promoted by Rev Ted Ager as part of the Derbyshire Churches/Church of North India partnership. Links were also made with
the church in Poland through Barbara Sims. For the last few years, led by Doreen Holmes, we have been collecting money for the Nigerian Health Care Project and finding out about their work. We are also a Fair Trade church encouraged by Christine, Ted. Vicky and Stephen Ager.
The Business Team is responsible for managing the finance, buildings and resources to meet the needs of the church. Before 1994, management of the
money was purely in the hands of the treasurer and building maintenance was
13

Weekend of celebration with the users of the Church Centre, 2003

the responsibility of two property stewards. Peter Sharratt and Alan Woodcock
took on this responsibility for many years. Although over the years all the major
changes have been professional projects, the church has been fortunate in having a band of willing and able workers who, under the direction of the Property
Stewards, undertook many smaller changes and much of the building maintenance themselves and have hence saved the Church many thousands of
pounds. From 1994, the Treasurer became part of the team responsible for
managing the church resources. Responsibilities began to be spread over a larger team of people, all having specialist knowledge and experience to contribute to the effective and efficient running of the building and facilities. There has
been a trend to using more professional contractors particularly in the new
building, because of new legal and technical requirements and the scarcity of
younger, skilled volunteers, but many of the day to day tasks are still undertaken by team members and other members of the church who have specialist
knowledge and experience.
Since 2001, there has been a church office, which is the hub of the administration of the church and is staffed by volunteers every morning of the week. This
is also part of the responsibility of the Business Team.
Church Stewards are elected at the Church AGM and are primarily responsible
for the day to day planning and smooth running of the church activities, under
the leadership of the senior steward. They are also able to coordinate many of
the issues between the teams as they have a representative on each team.
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THE CHOIR AND MUSIC
One hundred years ago Mickleover Methodist Church started its life on the present site with a Senior Choir of 27 members. In addition there was a strong Ladies’ Choir, which incidentally took first prize in the 1918 music festival, and a
very strong Youth Choir,
who sang some very difficult music in its time.
In the early days Mickleover was always very well
represented in the various circuit events. One of
the annual events that
the Choir took part in was
the Good Friday walk to
Allenton. The united cirChoir outing, 1947
cuit choirs were always in
evidence at King Street
Methodist and later at Rosehill and Greenhill churches. In later years, the
Mickleover Choir sang various selections of music at other churches and indeed
in other circuits. They sang at Littleover, Dean Street, Dunkirk and as far away
as Redmile in Leicestershire. The music sung on special festivals over the years
has included the Messiah, the Crucifixion, Olivet to Calvary, the Passion, the
Wonderful Year and many anthems too numerous to name. Over the last ten
years the interest in traditional choirs has reduced and the church no longer
has a choir. The vast collection of sheet music that was stored at the church has
now been dispersed or
destroyed. A joint choir
from the Mickleover
churches continued for a
while, but that has also
now disbanded. There is
a Circuit Choir which
meets and performs
regularly and various
other choirs in the area
to which some of the
church people belong.
Youth Choir outside the schoolroom before going to Birmingham to broadcast for the BBC, 1953
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Music has always played a very important part in Methodist worship. In 1946 it
was agreed that 2 or 3 Sunday services per quarter should have a musical flavour. Before the Morford Hall was built, the choir practices were held in the
former primary room. Choir members from that time remember the coal fire,
the very poor lights, the clock which chimed during practices and the emergency spectacle drawer.
There are no available details of the early organs in the chapel, but there was
repeated mention in meeting minutes about buying a new one. In 1938 a Rushworth Dreaper reed organ was purchased for £185. During the chapel modernisation in 1968, a Hammond organ was bought and installed in time for the
opening service. Following its demise in a puff of smoke and after much discussion, an organ was bought from Anclid Green Methodist Church in 1985. It was
rebuilt and installed in 1986 at the cost of £12,340, which was mainly covered
by a bequest in the will of Miss
Bennett. In 2000 the organ was
dismantled and installed, together with a new remotely
operated console and facia, in
keeping with the decor in the
new chapel. We have for many
years been fortunate in having
a number of very capable organists who continue to maintain a high standard of music in
our services.
In 1914, 300 Methodist Hymn
Organ rebuilt in the new church, 2001
Books were purchased at the
total cost of £9 - 10 - 0. In 1934 the "new" 1933 hymn book was purchased and
supplemented in the early 70s with Hymns and Songs. These were replaced in
1984 by Hymns and Psalms and in 2011 by Singing the Faith. We also use Songs
and Hymns of Fellowship and our own collection of songs produced in 2002 in
memory of Olive Plumpton and Brenda Spray.
Over the years there have also been musical activities available to the young
people. A Junior Choir was formed and during the 1940s and 50s under Joyce
Wardle's leadership, became a very popular and accomplished choir which had
a waiting list of youngsters to join it. The choir not only took part in the church
services and other religious music, but also produced elaborate shows and won
prizes in competitions. One particularly well remembered show was Hiawatha.
A Junior Choir was also formed in 1975 by Phil Spencer. This choir also took
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part in worship
and went on to
win the Circuit
Music Festival.
After a break,
the choir was re
-formed
by
Chris Downing
in the early
1980s and took
part in worship.
Youth Choir performance of Hiawatha, 1950s
In the late 80s,
a further dimension was added to the worship of the Church when Alison
Holder started a Music and Drama Fellowship meeting regularly on a Thursday
to prepare special items of song, drama and dance which were often incorporated in the Sunday worship. The group attracted people of all ages, with a predominance of young people. After meeting for a year, the group turned its attention to writing, planning, rehearsing and performing a rock musical called
“Roll the Stone Away”, which was performed at Mickleover and Findern.
A new music group was set up in the early 2000s under the leadership of Cliff
Hudson and has thrived over recent years providing music particularly for Family Parade Services and Spark to a Flame, the recently initiated services of alternative worship. With the installation of the AV system in the church, prerecorded music and video are also incorporated easily in worship. We also have
a digital hymnal that enables hymns to be played when no musicians are available for services and in care homes etc. There is also an enthusiastic Belle Plate
group which has played at services.

Music Group, 2013
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THE CHURCH AND THE COMMUNITY
Mickleover has always lacked
buildings suitable for organisations to meet in, and so, even
when premises were modest,
the Methodist Church buildings
were much in demand by the
community in addition to the
increasing demand from Church
organisations. From 1939 until
Meditation after Good Friday Walk, 2009
well into the 1950s the Sunday
School room was let on certain
days to the Derbyshire Education Authority as an annexe to the Village School.
In 1948 the room was hired by the Health Authority to be used one day a week
for Infant Welfare and continued to be used as a clinic until a new Children’s
Centre was opened in Mickleover in 2007. For many years, volunteers from the
Church regularly supported the clinic to make drinks and talk to mothers, often
introducing them to organisations in the church and community.
As new halls were added to the old chapel, so other organisations who are not
linked to the church requested use of the halls and in particular the stage was
for many years a much sought after facility in Mickleover. This provided the
church with valuable contact with other organisations working in the community. The new Church Centre was planned with the capability to maintain and
expand the links to the community and rooms are still much in demand by organisations and individuals for regular and one off events.
Although meeting the physical needs of the community is important, the
Church's place in the community is foremost to meet the spiritual needs. Various missions have been held over the years. Also the Annual Church Rally held
in July from the early days until 1956 was widely advertised in the village and
often brought distinguished
speakers
who attracted the
people of Mickleover to the Church.
Later ventures have
been on an ecumenical basis. The
“Christian Front” of
CTM Pentecost Prayer Walk, 2004
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the 1960s and 70s, consisting of all the Churches in
Mickleover, set up many
initiatives. This included
the leaflet distribution at
Christmas and Easter and
an ecumenical magazine
called Vision. It also set up
a scheme to ensure that
every family moving into
Mickleover was visited by
CTM Travelling Nativity, 2009
a member of one of the
Churches and put in touch with the appropriate church if required. In 1976 the
four churches of Mickleover held a very ambitious and successful mission which
involved speakers and musicians from all the denominations with activities for
all age groups. The joint churches also ran Holiday Clubs for children during the
school holidays as a means of introducing children to Christ and to the Church.
Members of the four Churches have also found encouragement for their Christian witness in the community by meeting together informally and also in more
formal study groups. In particular, Ecumenical Lent Groups have been held for
many years in people’s homes and in the churches.
In 1980 Deacon Pat Moore began a lunch time meeting for the professional
people working for the social welfare of Mickleover. This enabled them to know
one another more openly, to discuss the needs of the community from their
particular professional standpoint and in some areas initiate ways in which
need within Mickleover can be alleviated. This meeting provided encouragement for converting the village school into a community centre for Mickleover.
Deacon Pat became the first secretary of the Community Centre Steering Committee and initiated the coffee bar, which was initially staffed by volunteers
from the churches.
In the 1990s relationships between
the churches continued to grow due
to the enthusiasm
of the ministers
and lay people at
that time. In 1999
the
church es

Renewing the Churches Together in Mickleover Covenant in, 2004
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70 school children at Activity Days, February half term, 2013

signed a formal covenant and became Churches Together in Mickleover (CTM).
During the first decade of the 21 st century, activities grew to become a major
proportion of the outreach of the church. Activities include a Good Friday walk
of witness, a joint Summer Fair, Pentecost and Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity events and major events for the schools at Christmas and the February
half term holiday, in addition to Open The Book assemblies in schools and the
“Bring us God on Saturday” (BUGS) club held monthly for Junior aged children.
In 2005 CTM conducted an extensive community audit, which formed the basis
for developing the strategies of our individual churches and CTM. Charity collections have also been coordinated where appropriate and the Annual Alternative Christmas Gift Market has raised over £72,000 for charities since 1999.
The churches have worked together in community events such as the Mickleover May Day and national celebrations, and CTM provides an effective forum
for coordinating the support of the churches for care homes and schools. In
2003 the Anglican and Methodist Churches set up the Mickleover Churches
Youth Trust which employed a youth worker for a few years to work in the
schools and help the
churches in their youth
and children’s work. The
churches are now working
together with the Our
Mickleover group which is
promoting
community
events to try to restore a
community atmosphere in
Mickleover.
Leading carol singing at Our Mickleover event, 2012
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WESLEY GUILD / FELLOWSHIP
The first record of the Wesley Guild in Mickleover is the card from 1927, shown
below, but the Minutes book entry is dated September 1935. There was a break
of 9 years from 1937-1946 and the Guild was re-launched on 2nd October, 1946.
In the early 1950s the Guild held regular summer activities which included tennis, rambles, theatre and country visits. For many years summer outings to various places around the country were enjoyed but these have not taken place
since 2002.
1964 saw a change of name from the Guild to "Week-night Fellowship". At that
time the Men's Fellowship had links with the Week-night Fellowship and the 2
groups geared programmes around each other. During the 1970s the name was
again changed to the
"Mid-week Fellowship" though the
group still followed
the pattern of the
Wesley Guild when
planning their programme with evenings on a Devotional, Christian Service. Cultural or Social/Musical theme.
In 2009 it was agreed
that the name of the
Fellowship should be
changed back to the
Wesley Guild as with
a “Women's Fellowship” and a "Midweek
Fellowship"
confusion
arose
when inviting speakers. The Guild has
benefited from being
part of the National
Guild
organisation
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and some members
have joined holidays arranged by
the national Wesley
Guild organisation.
During the summer
months the group
now meets for coffee evenings and
these include a visit
to Findern MethodChurch outing, possibly Guild in 1930s
ist Church.
The Guild regularly invites representatives of many different charities to speak
about their work and
donations have been
given to their funds - this
is part of the outreach of
the Church. Contributions were also given to
the
Re-development
Fund and while the new
church was being built
the Fellowship met at
Our Lady of Lourdes
Church holiday at Treloyan Manor, 1992
Church.
Attendance at the meetings throughout the years has been about 25-30. Numbers would have fallen recently but we are pleased that former members of the
Mackworth and Queen's Hall Churches have joined.
The Guild which meets at 7.30
p.m. on Wednesday evenings is
a lively and friendly group and is
open to men and women of any
age - we give a warm welcome
to all who come.
Doreen Holmes

Visit to Epworth,2003
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
During the early years of the church there were no regular meetings or activities especially for men. The women in the Church met regularly and also held
special events to support the church finances
especially at the times
when there was a special need for extra
money. In 1952 during
the time when preparations were being made
for the building of the
Large Hall, the men deMen’s Weekend, 1997

cided to hold a fundraising Men's Weekend to
boost the finances. This
took the form of entertainment involving music, drama, sketches etc
and a guest speaker at
the service on the Sunday. The men also annually formed a choir
Men’s Weekend Chorus, 1984
which was much appreciated in the Men's Weekend worship. This set the form which continued annually until 2000 with few breaks. Because of the lack of a hall of sufficient size
the first two Men's Weekends were held in the Memorial Hall. The men also
served a meal before the Saturday evening concert, an
event which was always
popular and sold to capacity
which was around 150 people once the Large Hall was
built.
In 1962, as an extension to
the fellowship involved in the
preparations
for
Men's
Men’s Weekend Pantomime Ali Baba, 1990
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Weekend, it was decided to
form a Men's Fellowship.
This met monthly on
Wednesdays until 1966.
The Fellowship was revived
in about 1980, meeting
informally about once a
month in the homes of various members. Over the
years there were spiritual
evenings led by various
Serving food at Men’s Weekend, 1995
clergy, other speakers on
various subjects, members talking about their jobs and discussion meetings on
various subjects, mainly related to the working of our faith in the world. In the
summer there was usually a walk
and a bowls match to provide a little
relaxation.
A similar pattern followed during the
1990s, with particular emphasis on
Men’s Weekend fundraising for redevelopment. Most of the Men’s
annual concerts included a pantomime, often in dodgy rhyme written
by Phil Royle or Cliff Hudson, and
involving the full age range from
boys to senior citizens. Following the
Visit to Rolls-Royce, 2009
building of the new church centre
the men’s activity declined, probably because of the diversion to the redevelopment activities and also the
lack of any stage for men’s
weekend events. The men’s
group was revived by Rev
Ian Kemp in 2008 and its
activities are mainly day
visits to places of interest,
meals together and occasional meetings where
members share their interests with each other.
Visit to Grand Central Railway, 2011
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WOMEN’S MEETINGS
Meetings especially for women have been held since the early days of the
church and some of these are described here.
Women’s Fellowship for women of the church and beyond, have met regularly
on Tuesday afternoons. This was to share in fellowship and spiritual growth and
during WW1 they knitted for our troops via the Red Cross. This was repeated in
WW2. Following WW1, the meeting became a sewing meeting, making items
for the church and household items made to order in aid of church funds.
Fund raising has always been a
large part of their ethos, originally raising much needed funds
to supply the church building
with the needs of the time.
Now the ladies continue to raise
funds, not by jumble sales or
fayres as it was until the 1980s,
but by weekly free giving. These
monies are split each year beRev Raymond Stopard’s farewell, 1958
tween a charity at home and
one abroad, of the ladies’ choosing. This also included regular giving to missions
through Women’s Work and the Easter Offering, culminating in an Easter Offering Service at one of the churches in our circuit. This still happens, but the title
of women’s work in this context ceased to be.
The women’s fellowship has
had many changes in name over
the years; around 1939 it became ‘Bright Hour’’. When
‘Women’s Network’ became
the national organisation for
Methodist Women it used its
name and yet it is now as it was
originally - Women’s Fellowship. On average Women’s FelMay Fair,1954
lowship is about 40 strong, with
several ladies who attend the other churches in Mickleover attending regularly.
It is good to share in our own small corner of Ecumenism.
Speakers are invited each week, some leading meetings of a devotional nature
and others sharing their interests in an informative and sometimes amusing
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way. The minister attends
on a monthly basis, which
is welcomed and looked
forward to.
The ladies also lead church
worship once a year, hold
an annual carol service and
also share in an open afternoon with the circuit fellowships. These are well
attended and a guest
speaker is chosen for this
Women’s Fellowship outing to Willersley, 1965
occasion, followed by tea.
Young Wives was formed in 1962 as Mothers with young children had a desire
to meet regularly within the time before collecting children from school. The
first president was Mrs Diane Barber, wife of the Minister at that time. As the
numbers grew a crèche was necessary, and the ladies led this on a rota basis.
There were many different speakers invited and enjoyed over the years, some
giving cookery or other demonstrations and some meetings were held jointly
with Women’s Fellowship. There was an annual outing and dinner, to which the
husbands were sometimes invited. In the summer, garden parties were often
held, usually to raise funds for missions, both at home and abroad. These were
always enjoyed.
On Women’s Anniversary Weekend, they joined forces with Women’s Fellowship and the ladies of the church, with maybe a Saturday morning market or a
concert at night, followed by special services on the Sunday, to which a lady
preacher was invited. For this a choir formed, rendering introits and anthems.
Funds raised on these occasions often went to a deserving outside charity.
Although Young Wives
celebrated its 21st anniversary, sadly it then soon
ceased to meet due to
lack of support. Many
women were returning to
work, or feeling they were
‘mature’ enough to join
with Women’s Fellowship.
Most of us that had been
Women’s Weekend, 1984
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young wives keep in touch
from time to time, and we
are indeed matured! Happy
days.
Mothers and Toddlers. As a
result of a growing need, a
Mother and Toddler group
meeting
on
alternate
Wednesdays to Young Wives
was established by Stella Jolley, wife of our then minister.
Autumn Fair, 1979
After the closure of Young
Wives in 1987 they met on a weekly basis. There were different leaders during
this time, and the children would be occupied, giving young mums a chance to
get to know one another.
In 1981 Sister Pat built up close relationships with the baby clinic that met on
our premises up until they moved to a purpose built facility in Mickleover. The
ladies of the church would chat to mums over a cup of tea, putting new mums
at ease and introducing them to the wider activities of the church when asked.
Several of these babies were baptised as a result. In modern times when families are often spread around the country, the ladies would become surrogate
Grandmas.
One of the other involvements of women in the 1980s
was to arrange a much
needed babysitting circle, establishing friendships and inspiring confidence in the fact
that their child would be
cared for by the family of the
church.
The
friendships
Young Wives 21st Anniversary dinner, 1983
formed at this time still remain today, both with adults and the now grownup offspring.
In 2008, following concerns from the Churches Together community audit and
a Church Council review of church activities, Hilary Lamont set up Little Micklers
for mothers, babies and pre-school age children. This set a very high standard
and in 2014 is still an extremely popular group with over 50 families on the
books.
Jill Harrington
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OLDER PEOPLE
Traditionally, older people
in the community have
been an integral part of
the family and have fully
integrated into church
activities, but as life expectation has grown and
many families have become more fragmented,
needs of older people
have changed. Also the
Sponsored swim for Live At Home, 2002
age distribution of church
members has radically changed from a fairly even distribution in the 1970s to a
point where in the 2010s over 75% are over 60 years old.
In the early 1990s the need for support of older people living by themselves in
their own homes was recognised and discussions between the Mickleover
churches was started with a view to setting up a Live at Home scheme in
Mickleover as part of the Methodist Homes Live at Home initiative. A committee was set up, funds
were raised and the
scheme was opened,
based in St John’s
church’s vestry with Gill
Shead as the manager.
Within a few years, 50 or
so scheme volunteers
from all the churches and
the community were providing lunch clubs at All
Saints and St John’s, oneto-one befriending, outings, holidays and help
Live at Home lunch club, 2003
with shopping trips and
visits to doctors for around 100 members. When the new Methodist Church
Centre was built, LAH moved into one of the specially prepared offices on the
first floor, although activities continued to happen around the churches and
more recently the LAH Tuesday lunch club has moved from All Saints to the re28

built Royal British Legion. Organisation and
finance have changed
and managers have
come and gone but in
2014 the Mickleover
scheme
volunteers
continue to provide
an essential service to
the elderly, and the
Mickleover office now
supports much of the
Derby LAH project.
In the early 2000s,
some clubs in Mickleover for older people
closed and it became
apparent that new
activities
were
needed. In 2009, Deacon Pat Moore initiated Funtime, providing a place where anybody who is free on
Wednesday mornings
could come for a chat
and refreshments, and
to play games and
make things together.
This is still thriving
and , led by Janet Patmore, provides an activity mainly for older
people both from
within the Mickleover
churches and from the
wider community.

Beetle Drive for LAH, 5th Nov 2005

Beetle Drive organised for Live at Home , 2011

Funtime Christmas party, 2011
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PLAYGROUP
In 1967 the church was to be modernised and funds were needed. At that time
the Minister was Rev John Hope and his wife Pat was a qualified teacher. Pat
suggested running a playgroup on a Tuesday morning and this was registered,
with Pat as the leader. There were several helpers, some on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly rota. At that time, 40 children were allowed per session using two halls. The playgroup was run under the Young Wives committee, with a
representative reporting to their AGM. When Pat moved to Chessington, Barbara Baker was appointed as leader, followed by Greta Mellor and Liz Greaves.
During the leadership of Liz Greaves, because of the shortage of playgroup
places in the area, Liz hired the facilities with paid helpers for a further five sessions a week, whilst maintaining the volunteer church group. All sessions of the
playgroup worked as one unit. Later, Connie Sillence and Eileen Woodcock became joint leaders of the church group, which was managed through the Family
Committee and Church Council and was approved by social services. The Tuesday morning was still led by voluntary helpers, and Linda Hobday led the other
playgroup sessions until 2000.
Prior to 2000 Carol Bales
joined Connie as joint
leader of the Tuesday
group after being a volunteer and doing a childcare
qualification. When Linda
left they were approved as
leaders of all the sessions.
This was a time of change
for the playgroup, for as
well as moving to the temporary accommodation at
the Memorial Hall for a
Playgroup room from 2001
year, childcare settings
now had to be registered
and inspected by Ofsted, not social services, and free funded places were provided by the government for eligible 4 year olds.
In 2001 Playgroup moved back into the new church building with the exciting
additions of a purpose-built room and an outdoor area. After a short time, with
the support of a number of church members, a playgroup management com-
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mittee was set up, responsible to the Church
Council for the management of the playgroup.
The playgroup is now
open for six 3 hour sessions a week during term
time, with a lunch club
for half an hour between
the sessions on Friday
which many children
have said is their favourOutside play area from 2001
ite day! We are registered with Ofsted for 26
children at a session and currently have 42 children aged 2½ to 5 on the register. We receive LEA funding which enables eligible three and four-year-olds to
have free places up to 15 hours a week. We have a staff team of eight, who
have been together a long time. The committee includes a number of parent
representatives who are informative and helpful, continually seeking improvement and development through a monitoring role and participating in voluntary and fundraising activities.
In playgroup, experiences are planned for indoors and outdoors to create an
environment in which children can develop their early skills. Our emphasis is for
children to learn through play. Within the early years foundation stage framework we work to support the development, learning and care of all children
who come to the playgroup. During playgroup sessions the children can choose
to be involved in a variety of activities including: exploring modelling materials,
creative activities, construction, role-play, problem-solving with puzzles, maths
resources, looking at books, sharing stories, rhymes and music, mark making,
using physical play apparatus, technology, playing imaginatively with smallworld models, exploring natural materials including sand and water. We have
group snack, story and singing altogether at certain times in the session. The
outdoor area has added such a valuable resource to the playgroup with many
children requesting to go outside early in the session. We go out in all weather
conditions as the outdoor environment provides so many learning opportunities. Last summer with the children we planted herbs, tomatoes and strawberries, and have plans for spring planting. Currently another favourite interest of
the children is hunting for insects etc, so with the children, we have created
some bug houses in the hope that some creatures move in!
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Staff take delight in seeing the children have fun, growing in confidence and
independence during their time at playgroup. It is also great to meet families in
the village after the children have left us and find out how they are doing. Depending on interest we also run some stay-and-play sessions for families to attend with their children prior to starting at playgroup. This has been seen to be
very beneficial in helping children settle in at playgroup. Quite a few children
join us who have found out about playgroup after coming along to Little Micklers. Families also return with siblings of children who’ve attended playgroup
and recommend our playgroup to others.
Carole Bales
An item in the 1947 minute book gives a feel for church life just after the
WW2 - “Mr Knight asked if he might provide a coal fire for each of the socials so as to encourage an atmosphere of cheerfulness. He would provide
the necessary fuel and attend to the lighting. This was willingly agreed to
and Mr Knight was thanked for his kind offer”.
In the 1920s and 30s, weekly collections were made for specific and widely
varying funds. These included
General Chapel Fund
Connexional Fund
Aged Minister’s Fund
Royal Infirmary Fund
Theological Institute
Education Fund
Home Missions
Foreign Missions
Horse Hire Fund
Sustentation Fund
Circuit Fund
Trust Fund
Kingswood School Fund
Local preachers Mutual Aid
Benevolent Fund
Church Expenses

Children enjoying Men’s Weekend Pantomime, 1984
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
The Sunday School has always played an important part in the life of the
Church; the original Chapel on The Green had a Sunday School though little information is available about that. In the early years on the present site there
was a morning Sunday School, beginning at 9 am, after which the children went
into the service which followed with their parents until about 12.30. There was
also an afternoon Sunday School which was larger than the morning one and
was split by age into three departments. The first Sunday School building was
called the Small Vestry and held about 50 children.
The highlight of the year in those days was the Sunday School Anniversary
which was very popular and even advertised with handbills in the village. It was
almost always conducted by a layman as the circuit ministers had many
churches and were able to preach at the smaller chapels only infrequently. No
one dared to be away on the auspicious occasion of the Sunday School Anniversary. The girls would be dressed in white frilly dresses and the boys in white
shirts and, together with the staff, they all wore flowers. In those days the Anniversary ran over two Sundays and weekdays, with ice cream as an afterperformance treat. At
one time there was
also an annual concert
given by the Sunday
School Choir and very
high standards had to
be reached to participate in this.
During the late 1930s
Mickleover began to
grow larger as new
housing sprung up and
Sunday School outing, 1947
the Sunday School
numbers began to
swell. The pupils were very loyal and vied with each other to collect their attendance stamps, which might qualify them for a prize at the annual prize giving. In
1927 a full 104 attendances per year were required to receive the top prize of a
book costing 2/6. Another annual event up until 1972 was the Sunday School
treat, which involved a bus trip and a picnic. Various places were visited over
the years including Sapperton Manor and Twycross Zoo. Everybody looked forward to this day; it was a day not to be missed.
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By the late 1950s
the separate morning Sunday School
no longer met, but
the Primary Department met in
the morning instead of the afternoon.
Gradually
into the 1960s all
the departments
moved to meeting
Sunday School Christmas party, 1981
in the mornings
and the Sunday School grew to over 200 pupils. A separate Beginners Department was also formed during this time. In 1969 the old Sunday School room,
then called the Primary Room, was pulled down and the Sunday School was
split between two times in order to fit everyone in. The Primary department
held its meetings in the Memorial Hut for about six months, returning to the
newly opened Morford Hall in 1970.
After that time the Anniversary was replaced by the Sunday School Festival
which for a long time was one of the highlights of the year, although changing
in format over time. In the early days it was mainly a musical event with staging
erected in tiers so that all could be seen in their Sunday best, but later it
changed to include more drama items plus singing, reading and dancing, set on
a flat stage.
The Nativity service was another main annual event in which the Sunday School
took a major part, and the children were also involved in special services such
as Harvest Festival and Mothering Sunday. Promotions Sunday was held in September at the beginning of the Church and
School year, and used
to mark the movement
of the children into a
new class or a new department. Prizes were
awarded to those who
changed departments.
Since those days things
have changed enor34

Sunday School Nativity and cheque presentation, 1981

mously. As with churches throughout the country, Mickleover has seen a
marked decline in the number of children attending, as society and family life
have been transformed and ever greater pressures are placed on people’s time.
One notable change has been that in recent years many children were being
brought by grandparents, rather than by parents, as family structures and
working patterns altered. Department and class sizes changed as the number of
children in each age group varied, and age boundaries within departments
were reviewed to fit in with the needs of the children attending.
One major change, of course, has been the rebuilding project. At the close of
the 20th century the church’s plans to redevelop the site came to fruition and
for a year the congregation, and Sunday School, met in the Mickleover Memorial Hall whilst the original building was demolished and the present premises
built. Due to space limitations, all the children had to meet together in one
room of the hall while the adults met in the other. After a year the new chapel
and rooms were completed and the congregation and church organisations
moved into the building we currently enjoy.
The Sunday School of the early 21st century is very different from that of the
early 20th, with changes to the styles of service that also affect the children’s
work. On the first Sunday of the month the whole church family meets together
and on the second Sunday we hold two parallel services – a traditional service
in the chapel and an all age interactive service, Spark to a Flame, around the
rest of the building. This means that the ‘traditional’ Sunday School only meets
for the remaining two or three Sundays. Due to falling numbers, for some time
we have been all meeting together as a single group, which is manageable but
not ideal due to the wide age spread involved. However with the recent increase of younger children, a new beginners group has started which is encouraging. New children continue to join us, and the planned arrival of a Children
and Families Worker later in the year will also be a positive addition to the work
of the church. The future of
the Sunday School will be
very different from the
past, but as long as we continue to be adaptable,
there certainly is a thriving
future for children’s work
within Mickleover Methodist Church.
Mike Shooter
Sunday School Nativity, 2013
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YOUTH
The availability of successful youth activities in a church depends more than any
other type of activity on the sustained availability of enthusiastic leaders.
Hence over the years the non-uniformed activities available to young people
within the Church have been many and varied.
One of the earliest young people's groups in the church was the Girls League
which was formed in the 1920s. This organisation was part of the Methodist
Missionary Society. Since the 1950s the involvement of the young people in
missionary work has taken the form of a very active Junior Missionary Association which has collected a large proportion of the Church's contribution to missionary funds.
Although there were several youth groups in the 1930s and early 1940s, leadership was difficult and a youth club formed in the early 40s was eventually
closed when it became too big and unruly. A regular youth club was set up and
run by Derek Bennet in the late 40s and became so successful and popular that
there was a long waiting list to join. During the 1960s and 70s the Youth Club
had various fortunes as leaders came and went. The leaders included Barry
Grundon, Stan Brock, Ted Swindale, Janet Patmore and Pat Moore. In 1974 a
paid youth leader was appointed for a while, supported partly by the Local Authority. In addition to the main youth club, there was also an Inters Club for the
nine to fourteen year olds which was linked to the Sunday School. Because of
the difficulty in maintaining continuous leadership and the development of the
Murray Road Youth Club,
the main Youth Club was
discontinued in the early
1980s to concentrate on
spiritually-based
Youth
Fellowship activities.
Bible Classes, as an extension of the Sunday School,
were the first spirituallybased meetings for young
people. The leaders over
the years included Mr Bird
and Mrs Davis. In the late
1960s Jan and Mike Poxon
formed a fellowship group
for young people meeting
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Netball and football teams at MAYC contest, 1986

on a Sunday evening in the homes of various members of the congregation.
Similar activities continued during the 1970s with various leaders including Pat
and Chris Moore and Val and Peter Branson.
In the early 1980s Yvonne and Rob Insley became involved in the Youth Club
and developed more spiritually-based activities both in the church buildings
and in the leaders’ home. They were joined by Carol and Andy Bales and the
Youth Fellowship flourished across a range of ages. In the late 1980s Fiona and
Derek Crocker took over the leadership. As young people reached their late
teenage years they joined a group run by those in their early twenties. In addition to the fun and fellowship of a Sunday evening there was also a mid week
Youth Bible Study Group. This group ended in the early 90s.
The youth organisations over the years
have been actively
involved in associated
activities outside the
church. The Derby
Youth
for
Christ
monthly meeting was
attended along with
the Circuit "After
Eights" meeting during
the 80s and 90s.
Youth Group at Spring Harvest, 1989
Groups also attended
the London MAYC
Weekend, the Circuit Willersley Weekend and Spring Harvest in the 80s and
90s.
In the early 90s a Youth Club began on a Friday evening run by Andy Bales and
Andy Moore. It was open to all young people and over the following years saw
numbers grow as more young people chose to come into the church youth club
rather than congregating on the streets of Mickleover. The Youth Club ended
when the Church was being redeveloped.
In 1993 a group was formed by young people in their late teens and early twenties. They took it in turns to plan and lead the varied programme involving discussions around current issues and how they affect the life of a young Christian.
The group chose the name DUCY (Democratic Union of Christian Youth), with
the group being exclusively referred to by their acronym, rather than the more
serious-sounding full title!
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At the turn of the
century
youth
activity
shifted
from being Methodist
circuitbased to being
Ecumenical within
Mickleover. Mike
Shooter led an
ecumenical team
of leaders to run
the Pathfinders
group which is for
Mickleover group at MAYC London Weekend, 1997
10 to 14 year
olds. Eden, a group for older teens, also operated for a number of years. Pathfinders is still a thriving group today.
In the early 1980s Andy Bales started “Thursday Night Football”, which was initially for Senior Sunday School pupils. The Mickleover Methodist team entered
the national Methodist Association of Youth Clubs (MAYC) football tournament
for over a decade, winning the district tournament on many occasions, the regional tournament a couple of times and represented the region at the Northern Finals, being only one step away from playing in the national final at the
Albert Hall in London. A girls’ Netball team also represented the church at the
MAYC tournaments, progressing to the regional round on a couple of occasions.
Thursday Night Football continues with players from early teens through to
those in their 50s,
most now being from
outside of Mickleover
Methodist Church.
The young people are a
valuable part of the
Church and we are
very fortunate in having a growing number
in the life of the
Church today.
Andy Moore
Pathfinders, 2012
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10th DERBY GIRLS' BRIGADE
It was during a circuit Young Wives Rally that some
Mickleover ladies decided, "What we need is something for the girls". This was around the time that The
Girls' Guildry of Scotland, The Girls' Brigade of Ireland
and The Girls' Life Brigade of England were in the process of merging to form The Girls' Brigade and so
Mickleover's 10th Derby Company was in at the birth
of the new organisation.

10th Derby Girls’ Brigade, Initial company, 1966

On the 12th October 1966, Prospective Captain Mary Clark, and Lieutenants,
Joyce Hargreaves, Margaret Bullock, Judith Shewen, Betty Sharratt, Barbara
Baker and Eileen Woodcock, opened the doors to the first 32 members and
received its Affiliation Certificate on 19th December that same year. The company minutes book opens on 11th January 1967 with the first item of business being "Mrs Mary Clark announced her resignation as Company Captain!"
Betty Sharratt agreed to take over and hastily took her Captain's exam before
the Commissioning and Enrolment Service on 9th April .
10th Derby, from the very start, has been involved in the full scope of G.B. activity from Local Company, through District, Division and Region to National. As
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early as April 1969 Betty and Eileen took 6 girls to Blackpool to take part in the
"Rally in the North." They were taken aback to discover that their allotted bedrooms only had double beds, but then sharing together in the Lord's Service has
always been a strength of
Girls' Brigade!
Pat Spencer came to the
company in 1970, the
same year Margaret and
Judith left. The names of
Judy Sinclair, Gillian Roots,
Joyce Hough, Pat Haywood
and Linda Hobday also appear in the minutes book.
G.B has always encouraged
a wider perspective. 10th
Derby has been at camps
Officers at change of Captain in 1983
both at home and abroad
(a Divisional Trip to Switzerland was particularly memorable); Derbyshire Division's Jubilee Display at King's Hall in 1972; 70 years of Girls' Brigade in Derbyshire at the Assembly Rooms in 1982; and "Oliver" at the Royal Albert Hall in
London, with girls and
officers sleeping in
church halls.
Betty Sharratt became District Adjutant in March 1982
and leadership of
10th Derby passed
to Liz Greaves. In
1984 the older girls
organised a concert in
aid of the Derbyshire
Division H.Q. fund,
still referred to as
"The Concert". A
proud moment came
in 1985 when Colonel Hilton presented
Jati Hudson with her
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GB concert, 1984

Endurance Award, given by
National Headquarters for
cheerfulness in the face of
prolonged suffering.
The Company reached its
20th birthday in 1987,
with Betty, Barbara and
Eileen receiving 20 year service awards and another
Assembly Rooms display.
1988 saw a return visit by
GB on Parade, 1986
Pat Spencer for the 21st
birthday party and another
trip to London, while 1989 saw Liz Greaves stand down and Anna Forey become
the third Captain.
Now, in 2014, I hardly recognise the company of my childhood by comparison
to the 10th Derby of today. Born only a year after its inception, I joined the
company as a 7 year-old Explorer and came up through the ranks to become an
officer in May 1986. I remember wishing I was old enough to go on the Switzerland trip, I took part in the 'Oliver' item at the Royal Albert Hall, I was one of
those 'older girls' who organised the fundraising concert in 1984 and I have a
hundred other wonderful memories of my years in G.B.
I took over the captaincy from Anna when her husband, Ray, retired. She continued leading the explorer group with Dot Thompson for a while before retiring fully. Dot still works with the younger girls, now ably assisted by Christine
and more recently Rosie as a Young Leader. We are no longer called ‘officers’
and ‘auxiliaries’ but ‘leaders’. Nevertheless, whatever our titles, 10 th Derby is
still run by a superb group of women who are dedicated to the welfare and upbringing of the girls who come virtually every week. Paula, Leanne, Sarah, Ra-

GB on parade in Derby
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chel, Dot, Chris and myself
run four sections (age
groups) currently aged
from 4 to 15 and we feel
especially privileged to
have such solid senior and
brigader groups in today’s
society.
In the 1990s, Derbyshire
Division ceased to exist
and became instead the
30th Anniversary, 1997
two Districts of Dove Valley (formerly Derby North)
and Derby & Dales. First chaired by Burton’s Ann Foster, our Paula Whitley took
over in 2004, which was why she came to help out at Mickleover “for six
months or so.” It was during the transition from Division to District that I left
Mickleover to work in Dove Valley but returned after MMC's redevelopment,
when the company had shrunk to a fraction of its size whilst meeting at All
Saints, and Anna was struggling to keep girls beyond junior age because of staff
limitations.
I remember performing in Jairus' Daughter in 1993, a musical written by Roger
Jones especially to celebrate G.B's 100th national and global birthday and last
year saw us celebrate 120 years, which 10th Derby began in style with a sleepover weekend where we also led the morning family service.
G.B itself has changed beyond recognition; uniform is more casual or even nonexistent, even our badge is altered, though the G.B crest and all it represents is
still there. One thing remains the same though: the
core of G.B is and always
will be Jesus and the gospel
of Christ. When I was growing up most members of
10th Derby came to church,
at least on monthly parades, if not every week.
Today, in a company of 35
girls, only 6 attend church
regularly on a Sunday. For
most of them Girls' Brigade
District Day, 2005
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is their church, we are the
face of MMC, the heart of
Jesus that shows love, respect
and encouragement.
2012 saw Dove Valley hold a
mini-Olympics and in May
2014 our Region will be celebrating G.B's 121st birthday
with an amazing Fun Activity
Day for around 500 girls! To
Young Leaders awards, 2006
me, this represents what G.B
is about: fun, friendship and opportunities to share Jesus in casual situations.
The G.B motto is
“Seek, serve &
follow Christ.”
But I prefer to
use The Aim as
my ethos: “...to
help girls to become followers
of the Lord Jesus
Christ and … to
Awards Night, 2009
find true enrichment of life.”
It’s about giving the girls and young women a value to their lives they wouldn't
get anywhere else. It's about revealing
Jesus and all he has to offer, but also
about equipping the girls for life in an
ever-changing world.
As Eileen Woodcock put it 25 years ago:
“It is good to know that work started back
in 1966 is continuing both here in Mickleover and throughout the wider sphere of
Girls’ Brigade.” It is good be part of
something that has impacted, and continues to impact, so many lives for the better. Long may it continue!
Jacqueline Haywood
GB 120th Anniversary, 2013
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149TH DERBY SCOUT GROUP
The 149th Derby (Mickleover Methodist) Scout Group is affiliated to Mickleover Methodist Church and currently consists of a scout troop, Kinder, two cub
packs, Brown Bear and Red Fox and two beaver colonies, Derwent and Dove.
There are circa 100 boys and girls in the Group, and around 30 leaders and
helpers.

Black Rock, 1978

tary. Currently Frank Bell is
Acting Chairman and Kate
Jackson Secretary. Richard
Morgan has been Church
Representative since 2012
following on from Ron
Smith.
The Group's first Scout
Camp was at the Scout
Association Training Centre at Gilwell Park in London in 1963. Also in
1963 Albert Baker started
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The Scout Group was first formed in
1960-61 by Geoff Snook during the time
when Rev. Clifford Hawkins was the minister, and resulted from the concern about
the lack of youth organisations in the
growing village. The scouts started with
nine boys including Nigel Litherland, Ian
Edwards, Robin Berry, Robert Adams and
Roger King meeting in the Large Hall. The
first Group Scout Leader was Mr Berry. A
cub pack was also started at that time by
Daphne Snook with the help of Mrs Warren. In addition to the uniformed leaders
the Scout Group has an Executive Committee (Scout Exec) which is responsible
for the administration of the Group. The
first Chairman was Wilf Dutson, with
Marian Litherland as the first group Secre-

Canal trip, 1984

the Senior Scouts
with five of the
older boys and
their first camp
was at the Torquay Jamboree in
1966.
The
Venture
Scout section of
the
Scouting
Movement was
set up in 1967
and the first VenCubs at St George’s Day parade, 1985
ture Scout section in the Derby
North District, was set up by Albert Baker at the Methodist Church in Mickleover in 1967. Later it moved to the British Legion on Western Road and then,
with the changes at the Legion, to Etwall, where it still exists, now called Explorer Scouts in line with changes across the Scouting movement.
In 1975 Don Baker took over as Group Scout Leader. The Group at this time
had 53 Cub Scouts, 21 Scouts and 12 leaders. Sid Sprinthall was the Group Secretary, Mike Lenderyou the treasurer and Archie Murdoch the Quartermaster.
Archie became Group Chairman in 1976 until 1979 when he became a uniformed leader. John Potter took over as Group Chairman in 198O serving until
he retired in 1984. Harold Redhead took over in 1984 and Geoff Atherton in
1986.
The Derwent Beaver
colony was started in
1984 with 24 boys, by
Bob Lewin, Bob Vincent
and
Sue
Cockayne. Dove Beavers followed on from
this when Liz Godfree
transferred from Derwent to set up the
Dove colony.
Chief Scout award presentations, 1993
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Don Baker resigned as Group
Scout Leader in
1980 and Tony
Jackson took up
the job for two
years. From 1982
to 1985 no one
was willing to
take on the duties of Group
Scout Leader. In
Scouts, 1995
1985
Brian
Greaves volunteered. In the 1990s Bob Vincent served as GSL, with Ian Bunce taking over until
2013. In 2014 we again find ourselves without a GSL. Many others, both Church
members and those from outside the Church, have served as leaders & helpers,
including Peter Longley, Mr and Mrs Jones. Derick and Sue Cockayne, Sandra
Barrett, Pat Berry, John Fletcher, Herbert Bond, Mike Lee, Dave Potter, Val
Mitchell, Jenny Playfair, Eric Fairbrother, Angela Winson, Val Drew, Bob Lewin,
Gordon Young, Julie & Steve Twigg, Lorraine McGoldrick, Sue Bunce, Dawn
Litchfield-Lloyd plus many more. In 2012 Sue Bunce and Dawn Litchfield Lloyd
resigned after nearly thirty years each in their involvement with the Scout
Group.
The longest serving member of the leadership team is Rod Piling, with over 40
years of service with Scouts. The majority of this has been within the 149th,
having set up Kinder, along with Dave Bell, Barrie May and Brian Greaves, in
1978 when Bleaklow could no longer accommodate the growing number of
children. Bleaklow subsequently closed as numbers reduced.
The building of the Youth Hall on the original Church site (roughly where the
present
Wesley
Room now exists)
with the financial
assistance of the
Scouts in 1969 gave
the Scouts considerably better facilities. The Scout Sections
contributed
Scouts , 2002
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financially again in 2001, to help with the redevelopment of the Church into
The Methodist Church Centre, providing wider facilities to the community of
Mickleover.
The weekly
pack meetings moved
to the large
hall in the
church post
completion
of the redevelopment.
The Sections
are
inScouts at Gradbach, 2002
volved in
providing numerous activities, canoeing, climbing, walking, camping & badge work, as well community activities. In recent years links have
been built with an American Scout Troop 303 from Philadelphia, with children
and leaders going on exchange visits both ways. Many awa rds have been
won over the years, including the Cyril Wilkins Trophy for the
best Group in the District. The major c ommunity activity each ye ar
is Stamp & Deliver , with the 149th running the Mickleover end of the Scout
Christmas Card delivery service, which is supported by the church with
the provision of space for a sorting office. Stamp & Deliver has
raised over £100k for local charities, as well as providing a much valued
service to the local communities around Derby.
There are strengthening
links between the Church &
Scout Group, through the
annual carol service, attendance of leaders and children at the family service
and co-operation via the
Scout Exec. It is intended to
build on these links through
the Church’s Centenary Anniversary year and into the
century beyond. Frank Bell,
Acting Chair, Scout Exec.
Beaver Investiture, 2013
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A FEW MORE PHOTOS
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Family away weekend at The Briars, Crich, 1979
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Men’s W E Panto Cinder Alf, 1986
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Men’s Weekend - The Wedding 1994
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the Green, pre1914

Fairtrade Ready Steady Cook, 2008

apel and Schoolroom in
n 1852

elebration, 1977

Diamond Jubilee Celebration,2012

Christingle Service, 2006

A morning congregation
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Church Wa

Mickleover Churches Together Nativity, 2012

Our Mickleover Scarecrow Festival, 2013

Mickleover Churches Together displays at Community Centre, 1994 -2014
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Mission to Mic

alk at Calke, 2004

ckleover Leaflet , 1976

EDITOR’S NOTE
I hope that you have enjoyed this booklet and have found it interesting. It is based
on the booklet that was produced for the 75th Anniversary. I would like to thank all
those who have helped to get it together by providing pictures and facts and proof
reading it, and especially Jacqueline Haywood, Frank Bell, Mike Shooter, Andy
Moore, Carole Bales, Jill Harrington and Doreen Holmes who have updated sections
of the previous booklet.
I have tried to produce a balanced view of the history of the church from the information and pictures that I have collected. If you find any of the information to be
wrong or major areas are missing, please let me know so it can be recorded for the
next time it is needed.
Chris Moore
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MICKLEOVER METHODIST CHURCH CENTENARY BANNER
Produced in early 2014 to celebrate the centenary, the banner is 150cm X 70cm and was constructed from 50 pieces
embroidered by a church team of 23 ladies, 3 men and 4
girls under the leadership of Barbara Smout.

Picture presented to the builder at the
opening of the new church in 2001

Mickleover Methodist Church, Station Road, Mickleover, Derby, DE3 9GH
Tel: 01332 735052, Email: church.office@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
www.mickleovermethodist.org.uk
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