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The Mission of Mickleover Methodist Church is to develop a
church family which is continually growing in Christian faith,
worship and outreach so that all may know the love of God
through Christ.
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The first line for contact will be Ted
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Ray Forey (512184) or forey70@btinternet.com
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01332 735052
Church magazine
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Thanks to all who contribute articles for the magazine
At present there is no charge for the magazine
but a small donation would be appreciated.

Items for July/August 2019 magazine by
Sunday 9th June 2019
please to Liz Royle via the Church Office or
Church Magazine email address above .

2

Services in June 2019
Sunday School, meet 1st, 3rd and 4th Sunday mornings
at 10.00am in the room upstairs at Church.
They come into the Church near the end of the service
for “Show and Tell”
Crèche available also on those Sunday mornings,
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning service.
Sunday 2nd June
Ascension Sunday/7th Sunday of Easter
10.00am Morning worship - Revd Ted Ager
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Raymond Lunt
Sunday 9th June
Pentecost/Methodist Homes Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - Holy Communion
Revd Keith Burchell
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Ted Ager
Sunday 16th June
Trinity Sunday/Father’s Day
10.00am - Morning worship—Mary Calladine
Spark to a Flame in Large Hall 6.30pm Evening Worship - Revd Colin Emerson
Sunday 23rd June
End of Methodist Refugee Week
10.00am Morning Worship - All Age Worship
Janet Patmore
6.30pm Evening Worship - Matthew Cadden-Hyde

Sunday 30th June
Conference Sunday
10.00am Morning Worship -Terry Root
6.30pm Evening Worship - Holy Communion
Revd Ted Ager
Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they
prepare and conduct their services in churches
in this Circuit during this month.

Pentecost is just around the corner. It’s sometimes called
the “Birthday of the Church” and it’s a great opportunity to
refocus on the heart of who we are as a Church, and what we’re
here for.
The account of those momentous events in Acts 2 tells us how
the new-born church experienced the Holy Spirit’s power
released among them. They discovered
community life, sharing everything to ensure
no one went without. This itself must have
attracted people who wanted to be part of this
new way of living. But it says also this: “…
they spent much time together in the temple,
they broke bread at home … praising God and having the
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to
their number those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:46-47)

The brand-new church was gathering around the praise of God:
there was no gap between their revolutionary lifestyle and their
passionate worship.
People saw this, it was irresistible and they queued to join
in. Later, Irenaeus would say that “The glory of God is a
human being fully alive, and the end of being human is the
glory of God.”

This Pentecost, let’s celebrate the essential bond between
generous lives and passionate worship, and lead with
confidence and grace as the church gives glory to God in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Bob Bartindale
Officer for Worship & Local Preachers
Methodist Church in Britain
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Sunday 16 June
A Poem for Fathers’ Day

As We Look Back
(Anon)

As we look back over time,
we find ourselves wondering .....
Did we remember to thank you enough for all
you have done for us?
For all the times you were by our sides to help and support us .....
To celebrate our successes, to understand our problems
and accept defeats?
Or for teaching us by your example,
the value of hard work, good judgment, courage and integrity?
We wonder if we ever thanked you
for the sacrifices you made,
to let us have the very best.
And for the simple things like laughter, smiles and times we shared?
If we have forgotten to show our gratitude enough for all the things
you did,
we’re thanking you now.
………………………………………………………………………

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday 11 June 2019
7.15pm for 7.30pm
………………………………………………………...
Spark to a Flame now meeting on third Sunday morning
of the month
Sunday 16 June - from 9.40am bacon butties being
served for everyone going to either chapel service
or StaF.

Dear God,
I am writing to tender my resignation. Please don`t get me
wrong, I have nothing personally against You, but I have
come to the end of my tether as far as religion is concerned
and so I wish to take no further part in the whole thing. I am
distinctly fed-up with the way things are going and wish to opt out
due to the following observations/complaints.

I no longer feel able to be associated by inference with those who use
the scriptures (of whatever faith) to justify their own hatred, bigotry
and selfishness. As I understand it, the Golden Rule of all religions is
to love each other, but yet I see Holy writings being used to justify
killing, slavery, bigotry, intolerance and greed, having no regard to
the fact we were all created equal regardless of colour, upbringing,
wealth, race, sexual orientation and faith. For a great many in the
world the scriptures have, to all intents and purposes, become their
god rather than the One to whom scriptures point. Do folks believe
that You have done nothing for the last two millennia?
I am disturbed by the fact that many people of my own faith – which
is Christianity - can turn a blind eye to the major problems of this
planet including climate change and was challenged recently when
reading an article by a Christian saying that although we should look
after our planet, it is not something to worry about too much because
the second coming is imminent and all will be sorted out then! The
planet was given to us to look after for future generations. I also have
a major concern with our attitude to wealth as being a measure of
“success”. In the English Christian tradition, we also not only
condone but encourage privilege being bought by wealth in business,
politics and education.
I am upset that, although I have been a Methodist local preacher for
forty years, there are places of worship from which I am, to all
intents and purposes, excluded. To tell the truth, I have been made to
feel more welcome in a to opt out due to the following observations/
purposes, excluded. To tell the truth, I have been made to feel more
welcome in a gurdwara and Hindu temple than I have in some
Christian places of worship.
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In my youth, I was an angry young man and determined to change the

world for the better. Now, after forty-odd years of banging my head
against a wall and, seemingly, making not the slightest impression, I
have become a grumpy old man who feels very frustrated. I am regularly told that I should not bring politics (with a small ”p”) into matters
concerning the church but feel that my faith is involved in all aspects
of life.
Therefore, in the light of the above and many other factors not recorded here due to time constraints on my part, I resign!
Yours etc.
Phil
Dear Phil,
Thank you for your letter. I am pleased that there is no animosity between
the two of us which would have upset me immensely.
I understand your reasons for resignation and can empathise with your obvious frustrations. I hope you will allow me to address your observations in,
roughly, the order in which you wrote them down.
I, too, become very disturbed when people use the scriptures (of all faiths)
to promote their own purposes. Scriptures were intended to bring people
together in harmony and to show My love for all humanity. Sadly, as they
say, much has become lost in the translation and as people are not perfect
and, in modern parlance, put their own spin on things, scriptures have been
used by people throughout the millennia to further their own purposes rather than Mine. There have always, however, been people who understand
the basis behind these writings and have used their understanding to make
the world a better place. I believe that these far outnumber those who corrupt My words. Most people realise that My words are dynamic and as understanding grows, new realisations are encountered.
I am saddened that many people have abused My creation for their own
ends and this has become worse as humans have utilised their technologies
to bring the planet to the brink of extinction and there are many who still

blindly will not accept this is the case. I trust that technology and increasing
awareness of consequences will enable the planet to flourish again as folks
realise that they are but stewards entrusted with the environment to preserve
it for future generations.
In answer to your comment about my inactivity for several millennia, I
would like to point out that I am quite pleased with my two latest prophets –
both of them young girls – one, a wounded lass from Afghanistan, and the
other a schoolgirl from Sweden with Asperger`s syndrome. It just goes to
show that I can take the most unlikely people and use them. I may yet still
have a role for you!
I understand your frustration about being unwelcome in some places of
worship. I can only say that in many cases they won`t even allow Me in – so
what chance have you got?

Please do not make the mistake of confusing religion with faith. Faith will
flourish in spite of religion getting in the way. I still need grumpy old men
to try to speak up for the things which really matter to them, and nobody
ever retires from My employment.
You may have seen a prayer which goes along the lines of :“Lord, give me strength to change the things which I can change,
acceptance in the face of that which I cannot change, and the wisdom to
know the difference.”
I would ask you to totally ignore the above and if there are things which
cannot be changed to do your absolute utmost to change it. My greatest
helpers have been those who do not accept that something is impossible. Go
for it!
In the light of the above, I wish to inform you that your resignation has been
filed in the celestial circular file – you may have seen a picture of it on the
news recently – it`s called a black hole!
Yours,
God
Father Day Jokes 1:

Q. I’m reading a book on the history of glue.
A. I just can’t seem to put it down.
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A time of prayer
at 8am for approximately one hour at Church.
If you are unable to come please consider
praying wherever you are during this time
Saturday 8th June
Saturday 22nd June

On the first Wednesday of every month
starting Wednesday 5 June at 12noon
Weekday Communion
followed by lunch – soup and a roll

Did you know?
Psalm 118 is the Bible’s central chapter.
Just before it is Psalm 117 which is the Bible’s shortest chapter.
• The Bible has 594 chapters before Psalm 118 and 594 chapters
after Psalm 118.
• If you add up all the chapters except Psalm 118 you get 1188.
• If you take the number 1188 and interpret it as chapter 118 of the
Psalms verse 8 you will find the middle verse of the entire Bible
which reads:
‘It is better to trust in the Lord than
to put your confidence in man’
As well as being the numerical centre of the Bible is it not the central
message of our faith?
•
•

Father Day jokes 2:
Q. What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire?
A. Frostbite
Q. What lies at the bottom of the ocean and twitches?
A. A nervous wreck.

Touching the wind: how we describe the Holy Spirit
(Useful to borrow the Singing the Faith hymnbook for this article.)
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind,
gentle is the dove
Margaret Old begins her hymn to the Spirit of God (StF 394) with two
contrasting images: one, an acknowledgement that we cannot know
what the Spirit looks like; the other, a reference to a familiar image of
the Spirit-as-a-dove.
These are both ideas that thread their way through many of the hymns
within the Singing the Faith section titled The Gift and Work of the
Holy Spirit.
In our singing, we invoke the Spirit,: we plead for the Spirit’s presence
(“Come down, O Love divine / seek thou this soul of mine”, StF 372)
and we welcome it (“Holy Spirit, we welcome you, / Holy Spirit we
welcome you!” StF 385)

But perhaps we should be careful what we wish for. Elizabeth Ann
Head offers a vision of the Spirit’s power “sweeping through us”
tsunami-like. In her quest for a Church that is cleansed and prepared
to acknowledge its need of God, she invites the “wind of God” to
“come, bend us, break us” (StF 391).
It’s a vision of God’s Spirit that is at one with the transforming Spirit at
work at the outset of creation, described in Genesis 1: 2. Sylvia
Dunstan’s baptismal hymn, Crashing waters at creation (StF 376),
picks up on this aspect, as does Into a world of dark, / wasted and
disordered space by Ann Phillips (StF 387).
These hymns sit in contrast with gentler invocations, such as Johnny
Martin’s Holy breath of God (StF 380). There’s almost a lullaby quality
to his words:
Fall, sweet mercy, fall on me,
healing by your grace.
Tender hand of God,
hold me in your care.
All my fears and broken dreams,
every burden bear.
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Other writers draw these contrasts into a single text. Carl Daw follows
the first line of his fine hymn, Like the murmur of the dove’s song (StF
389), with two phrases that see the dove take flight and the energy of
the Holy Spirit take wing:
Like the murmur of the dove’s song,
like the challenge of her flight,
like the vigour of the wind’s rush…

… and then he points us towards the fire imagery of the first Pentecost event as re-told in Acts 2: 1 – 21:
like the new flame’s eager might:
come, Holy Spirit, come.
The bird / dove image is also central to John Bell and Graham
Maule’s She sits like a bird, brooding on the waters (StF 393) and is
the starting point for Shirley Erena Murray’s Spirit who broods, / Spirit
who sings (StF 396), in which she explores the idea that the Holy Spirit lives within the Christian community (it’s not an external presence),
and needs to be drawn out of us in order to “renew the face of the
earth”.
Water, fire, a dove in flight: each hard to hold, each causing or embodying transformation and movement. These images thread through
the books of the Bible, from Genesis to Acts, and continue to inform
the way contemporary hymn writers express the character of the Holy
Spirit and how we sing the story of Pentecost.
From Singing the Faith Plus

Father Day jokes 3:
Q. If prisoners could take their own mugshots what would they be
called?
A. CELLphies
Q. What did the ocean say to the sailboat?
A. Nothing, it just waved.

Would you like to contribute to this Church magazine?
We are always looking for contributions form our readers (as many of you
are aware).
The more people who contribute the wider the variety of stories,
reports and items of interest we can publish.
There is an opportunity to share all sorts of things. We will consider
articles on:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Travel
Walking and hiking
Adventures
Visits to exhibitions, concerts and places
Recipes (we love recipes)
Your spiritual life and growth
Humour
Poetry
Books you’ve read and would like to share.
Pictures, alone or with a story
Something you’d like to publicise
God’s glorious creation, natural or made by human hand

Contributions can be from as little as 50 words or a full article up to about
750 words plus.
Readers like photographs and pictures to go with the stories, which
usually means less words to write.

The editorial team obviously have the last say on whether material is
appropriate for the magazine but we don’t refuse much.
The copy dates for the magazine are in the diary at the front of each
magazine
If you would like to contribute you can contact Liz Royle at the church
magazine email address on the inside front cover or Marilyn Bagworth
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Sparky’s slot
It’s Sunday! It’s Spark to a Flame! Whoopee!

What is the theme this time? Hear. Hear. Sounds a bit noisy.
Hedgehogs may not have giant ears but I can pick up important
sounds. Our ears are sensitive and can pick up high tones.– makes up

for our poor vision.
So it’s all about listening out for God speaking to us . There were
everyday sounds to recognize - very hard for me, although I knew

the rain sound!
Then we heard about people in the Bible who God spoke to - sound
of God in the garden of Eden, and Samuel in the temple.

When I heard apple pie mentioned I thought goody food! But I was
disappointed - it was a game where a child turned their back to us
and they had to guess who said apple pie in a funny voice.

Then there was fun making some shakers and rattlers and a collage
of sounds.
At the end we were asked are we ready to hear God. . I don’t know

about that but I was famished!
Now very important S2aF is moving to the third Sunday morning of
the month - must tie some string around one of my claws to
remember. Somebody mentioned bacon butties at the next S2aF can’t wait- yummy - , my tummy is rumbling all ready.
See you then, happy snuffling meanwhile

A prayer based on George Herbert’s poem about Pentecost
At Pentecost we remember, as did the disciples, all that we have been
told by Jesus.
First of all, Jesus said, the Spirit of truth will help us understand God’s
plans for this world; he will help us understand right from wrong. He will
touch our minds and remind us of all that he taught us while he was with
us.
Secondly, even though Jesus is no longer with us in the flesh, the Spirit of
truth will help us feel his presence with us; even though we can’t see him
with our eyes we will hear his voice ‘in our hearts’.

And thirdly the Spirit of truth will help us live out our lives as friends and
followers of Jesus; he will help us tell others about him, to share his love,
live together as his church, changing the world around us to make it better, to make it more like the world his Father and he long for it to be.
Jesus promised that the power that had been at work in his own life – the
power that was to bring him back to life from the dead – would continue
to be at work through his Holy Spirit in his body the Church. Thy Kingdom
come, we are told.
So today, just as it was for Jesus’ disciples at that Pentecost, God’s Holy
Spirit is still with us and comes to fill each one of us. We cannot do any of
that by ourselves. We cannot easily do it together, as a group. We can
only do it if we ask for the Holy Spirit’s help, today and every day.
Here is part of George Herbert’s poem with prayers interspersed. It can
be used as an aid to prayerful meditation
Listen sweet Dove unto my song,
And spread thy golden wings in me; Hatching my tender heart so long,
Till it get wing, and fly away with thee.
...Lord, your Spirit brings truth, hope, and love.
We need you with us as a lover needs the beloved.
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We want you in us, caring for us as the lover cares for the beloved.
We welcome you into our bodies, our minds, our innermost being.

Where is that fire which once descended on thy Apostles? Thou didst then
keep open house, richly attended, feasting all comers by twelve chosen men.
...Lord, set us on fire:
let us be people of passion,
burning with your love.
And may our love be open, Lord;
may our hospitality be generous,
our hearts and our homes open to all comers,
our land and our communities welcoming,
places of security and freedom where none shall be afraid.
The sun, which once did shine alone,
hung down his head, and wished for night, when he beheld twelve suns for
one going about the world, and giving light.

...Lord, your Spirit gives light, which is sometimes too bright for us to bear.
Sometimes we prefer the darkness;
like released prisoners we blink and strain to see.
Let us be your suns, your sons and daughters, Lord,
like the apostles going about the world and giving ligh t. Amen
Retiring collection for June - Methodist Homes Sunday
This year’s theme is ‘One Sunday, One Service, One Church’.
The day coincides with Pentecost on 9 June 2019, and will take
inspiration from the biblical account of Pentecost recorded in the
book of Acts when all the believers are recorded as being in ‘One
place’.

Answers to crossword Across 1 Care 3 Paradise 8 Null 9 Profaned 11 Legalistic 14 Closed
15 Stores 17 Missionary 20 Covenant 21 Thai 22 Trade-off 23 Eden.
Down 1 Conflict 2 Religion 4 Arrest 5 Affliction 6 Iona 7 Eddy
10 Allegiance 12 Preached 13 Assyrian 16 A son of 18 Scot 19 DVLA

Thy Kingdom Come
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer
movement that invites Christians around
the world to pray for more people to
come to know Jesus.
What started in 2016 as an invitation from the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York to the Church of England has grown into an
international and ecumenical call to prayer.
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone who takes part will

•

Deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ

•

Pray for God’s spirit to work in the lives of those they know
and come to realise that every aspect of their life is the stuff
of prayer

After the very first Ascension Day the disciples gathered with
Mary, constantly devoting themselves to prayer while they waited for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like them,
our reliance on the gift of the Holy Spirit is total – on our own we
can do nothing.
Through the centuries Christians have gathered at that time to
pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ picks
up this tradition. Over the past three years more and more worshipping communities have dedicated the days between Ascension and Pentecost to pray ‘Come Holy Spirit’.
We are praying that the Spirit would inspire and equip us to
share the Good News of Jesus Christ with our friends and families, our communities and networks. It has been amazing how
many varied ways there have been in which people from every
tradition have taken up this challenge. The effects have been
remarkable.
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I hear differently - introduction to the nine day novena - a prayer for
each of the nine days. - copies available in Church foyer.

We live in uncertain times.
Does faith in Jesus transform the world for us?
How can faith change how we love and understand our
neighbours?
The time between the first Easter and Pentecost was a time of uncertainty when the disciples were left asking, “What does all this mean?”
Life is an uncertain endeavour and our faith in the risen Jesus involves
ongoing discovery, which takes time and attention.
On the day of Pentecost, the crowd heard the apostles speaking and
asked: “And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?” (Acts 2:8, NRSV)
The miracle was not so much that people were speaking in different
languages, but rather that all those who were listening could understand each of them.
May we each discover a new way of listening to ourselves and to others that gives fresh insight; that we will all take a step closer to being
able to love our enemies and, most importantly, discover the God who
listens to us with profound attention.
Nottingham and Derby District

BEING REAL
Prayer/Worship/Witness/Disciples
Saturday 8th June 1pm - 5.30pm
Samworth Church Academy
Mansfield NG18 2DY
An afternoon of worship, teaching, art, music, fellowship and
prayer to celebrate the work of God

Church Council February 2019
Appointment of Officers by Church Council.
Reappointed –Dot Thompson as Secretary to the Pastoral Team and
John Spray as Church Treasurer, Other appointments – Diane
Lockwood as Auditor and Mike Bagworth as Auditor of the internal
organisations
Vacancy in the Sunday School and Vacancy for a Publicity Coordinator,
Church Council accepted the appointment of Pastoral Visitors and
Communion Stewards en bloc
Safeguarding . Any safeguarding concerns should be reported to the
Safeguarding Officers, Meryl Spray and Val Hopkins or Rev. Jenny
Dyer in the first instance and also to Rev Susan McIvor, the District
Safeguarding Officer.
Church Council approved the Safeguarding Policy with the caveats.
This should now go on to the Church website
GDPR – Church Council accepted and adopted the Methodist
Church policies. A form requiring information from non-Church
members is almost ready to go on to the Church Website.
Leadership Stewards - the importance of filling the two vacancies
to bring team up to full strength making it more effective..
Discussions on use of the premises and upgrading the AV system . .
Church Council to think about the Priorities for 2019/2020 so they
can be in place for September. The report was accepted by Church
Council and the team were thanked for their work
Does the Bible Matter is informative, challenging and thought
provoking
Report to Church Council. received and accepted
Children and Families Worker Report – The Management Team
disappointed that the proposed appointment had fallen through.,
Rev. Jenny agreed to contact Rev. Gill Sharp for any thoughts she
may have with regard to the way forward in this matter.
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Circuit Steward – John McCartney : - Rev Gill Sharp is our next
Minister, with her husband who is fully supportive of her ministry.
occupying the manse in Brisbane Road.
Susanna Wesley House - . Reverend Darren Howie a Church of
England Minister, , has been appointed to a job share with his wife,
Joanna to the vacant post.
David Owen African. currently attached to the Loughborough Circuit
and a Chaplain to schools in that area, is next minister for
Allestree,and Duffield.
Business Team to identify future spending on projects in order of
priority: Health &Safety essential, urgent and desirable.
Church Council approved the Annual Report and Financial
Statements for the year ended 31 August 2018.
Church Council agreed that application be made to the Charity
Commission to change the status of the Cottages Fund as
recommended by the Treasurer.
Learning and Pastoral Team –
Church membership 124
Considering how team can best serve and support the younger
people of our church who come to S2aF and Messy Church
Leadership team producing a welcome pack to introduce people to
our church and supply them with information they need to enable
them to join in .
In the process of making sure that we comply with GDPR and have
the right permissions to hold personal information of people who
come to Messy Church, Little Micklers, Chat n Play etc. A form is
being designed by the business team for us to obtain the necessary
permissions. The information will be stored securely.
Some of the pastoral team are attending a circuit course called Just
at Littleover Methodist.
Next Church Council 11 June 2019 7.5pm for 7.30pm

Across
1 See 23 Across
3 Where the thief on the cross was told he would be, with Jesus
(Luke 23:43) (8)
8 Invalid (4)
9 Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8)
11 Adhering to the letter of the law rather than its spirit
(Philippians 3:6) (10)
14 Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6)
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15 ‘This is how it will be with anyone who — up things for himself
but is not rich towards God’ (Luke 12:21) (6)
17 Mary on Isis (anag.) (10)
20 Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8)
21 Native of, say, Bangkok (4)
22 Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3)
23 and 1 Across ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in
the Garden of — to work it and take — of it’ (Genesis 2:15) (4,4)

Down
5 ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in — , faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12)
(10)
6 St Columba’s burial place (4)
7 Swirling current of water (4)
10 Loyalty (Isaiah 19:18) (10)
12 ‘God was pleased through the foolishness of what was — , to
save those who believe’ (1 Corinthians 1:21) (8)
13 Camp where the angel of the Lord slew 185,000 men one night (2
Kings 19:35) (8)
16 ‘There is still — — — Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet’(2
Samuel 9:3) (1,3,2)
18 David Livingstone was one (4)
19 Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (1,1,1,1)
Father day jokes 4:
I wouldn’t buy anything with velcro. It’s a total rip-off.
Why couldn’t the bicycle stand up by itself? It was two tired.
What did the grape do when he got stepped on? He let out a
little wine.
Why did the scarecrow win an award? Because he was
outstanding in his field.

Susanna Wesley’s rules for bringing up children
Susanna Wesley is known as the mother of Methodism but
she was also the mother of ten surviving children. Her son
John, the founder of the Methodist movement, published a letter in which
his mother shared her “principal rules” for parenting, covering things big and
small.
Because our understandings of child development have changed greatly in
the nearly 300 years since Susanna was raising her children, we might not
agree with all of her advice. But some still rings true today.
Devotions – “The children of this family were taught, as soon as they could
speak, the Lord’s prayer, which they were made to say at rising and bedtime
constantly,”

Worship and Music – the day began with reading or singing a psalm, reading
an Old Testament chapter, and saying private prayers — all before breakfast.
At the end of the school day, they read a psalm and a New Testament chapter.
Sabbath – Sundays were special in the Wesley house. When the children
were very young, they were expected to participate in the family prayers,
“which they used to do by signs before they would kneel or speak.”
Focus – In the Wesley household, nine to noon and two to five were reserved
for the children’s education, . “It is almost incredible what a child may be
taught in a quarter of a year, by a vigorous application,” she remembered.
Behaviour– Susanna expected the children’s full attention during the education hours. “Rising out of their places, or going out of the room, was not permitted unless for good cause, and running into the yard, garden or street,
without leave, was always esteemed a capital offence.”

Reading – Each child was taught to read at age five, both the boys and the
girls. Susanna noted, “Putting children to learn sewing before they can read
perfectly is the very reason why so few women can read fit to be heard, and
never to be well understood.”
Routine – “The children were always put into a regular method of living,” she
wrote. Times were assigned for naps, education, meals, and bedtime.
Discipline – When needed, Susanna strived to discipline appropriately.
“Some [infractions] should be overlooked and taken no notice of, and
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others mildly reproved,” she wrote, “but no willful transgression ought ever to
be forgiven children without chastisement, less or more, as the nature and
circumstances of the offence require.”
Forgiveness – Susanna taught that a child should never be punished for the
same offense twice, and “that if they amended they should never be upbraided with it afterwards.”
Peace – “The family usually lived in as much quietness as if there had not been a
child among them,” Susanna remembers.

Bedtime –. All children were in bed by 8:00 p.m., whether they were ready for
sleep or not. .. .
Dining – Mealtime was family time. When the children were young, “At dinner
their little table and chairs were set by ours,” Susanna recalls, near enough to
be supervised. Children graduated to the dining room table, “As soon as they
could handle a knife and fork.”
No snacking – “Drinking or eating between meals was never allowed,” Susanna shares, “unless in case of sickness which seldom happened.”

Choosing meals – The children were expected to eat what was served. “They
were never permitted to choose their meat, but always made to eat such
things as were provided by the family,” Susanna wrote..
Polite speech – Susanna expected her children to be polite. If they wanted
something they were to ask, and were given “nothing they cried for, and instructed to speak handsomely for what they wanted.”
No lying – Susanna believed that children were tempted to lie when they
feared punishment. “To prevent this,” she reasoned, “a law was made that
whoever was charged with a fault, of which they were guilty, if they would
ingenuously confess it, and promise to amend,” they would not be punished.
John Wesley shared this advice from his mom in his published Journal as he
reflected on her death. The entry is dated August 1, 1742, the day of her funeral. He hoped it would help others caring for “a numerous family.”
Susanna's devotion to her faith and her family clearly shaped her son's character and had an impact on countless lives.

.

How do we hold onto our faith in times of crisis?
The three passages in the Bible, Isaiah 43:17, John 15:1-12, Hebrews 11:29 —12:2
all come out of crisis situations.
The Prophet Isaiah has a message for people
who were in crisis. He was active after the Exile, when
the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the Babylonians, and so many people were carried away from home to
Babylon. It was an utter catastrophe. Did the Exile mean
that God had abandoned them? This was their fear. Isaiah speaks to reassure them that just had God had saved
them when God led them through the waters of the Red
Sea to escape Egypt, God would once more lead them and
remain faithful. The people are assured of God’s love, and
the on-going presence of God, who promises to be with
them always and to bring them home.
The part we heard from John’s gospel comes from Jesus’
farewell speech to his disciples. He’s preparing them for
the time when he’s no longer going to be with them in
person – the horrors of the cross lie ahead. Jesus tells
them that through this crisis, they are to remain in his
love. It’s also significant that there are many branches on
the vine which is Jesus – Jesus’ people are not alone, but
are called to remain faithful to Jesus together. Through
all that follows, they are to remain in God’s love and love
one another.
The letter to the Hebrews is written to encourage Christians to hold on to their faith when they are under pressure and opposition. Chapter 11 is a great catalogue of
those who have gone before, suffered hardships and remained faithful. Jesus’ followers are encouraged to do the
same – and the key is to keep their eyes fixed on Jesus.
When we hear of crises in the news, when our own lives
are in crisis, we can know that God loves us, that God remains by our side through the trials. We’re encouraged
to remain in God’s love, and to strengthen one another;
and we are urged to keep ourselves fixed on Jesus, who is
always beside us and ahead of us.
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May God bless us and sustain us in our daily lives, and help us
to retain our hope and faith when we and the world face so
many challenges. The truth is, no matter what happens,
nothing can separate us from God’s love which is ours in Jesus. Ultimately, we belong to God.
Psalm 91
Whoever goes to the Lord for safety, whoever remains under
the protection of the Almighty can say to him, “You are my
defender and protector. You are my God; in you I trust.”
Keep me, God, in the shadow of your wing.
He will keep you safe from all hidden dangers. He will cover
you with his wings; You will be safe in his care; His faithfulness will protect and defend you. Keep me, God, in the shadow of your wing.
You need not fear any dangers at night or sudden attacks during the day or the plagues that strike in the dark or the evils
that kill in daylight. Keep me, God, in the shadow of your
wing.
God will put his angels in charge of you to protect you wherever you go. They will hold you up with their hands to keep
you from hurting your feet on the stones. You will trample
down lions and snakes, fierce lions and poisonous snakes.
Keep me, God, in the shadow of your wing.
God says, “I will save those who love me. When they call to
me, I will answer them. When they are in trouble, I will be
with them.
I will rescue them and honour them. I will reward them with
long life; I will save them.”
Keep me, God, in the shadow of your wing.
Prayers for others It says in Psalm 91 that no matter what we
go through, God will cover us with wings. That means that
we’re surrounded by feathers!
From the Methodist in Britain website

Leisure time activities – a sorry tale
It can be hard finding groups to join in your leisure hours.
I joined the history society but that’s all in the past now.
I joined the cricket club dancing group. We had six balls and then it was
over.

I joined the model railway club but it went off the rails.
I joined the bridge club but it collapsed.
I joined the bowls club but that came to an end.
I joined the reading group at the library but I’ve closed that chapter.
I joined the cul-de-sac research group but our work came to the end of
the road.
I joined the steeplechase athletics group but it fell at the first hurdle.

I joined the Jack and Jill Appreciation Society but it went downhill fast.
I joined the detective novel reading group but it was all a mystery to me.
I joined the dog grooming group but soon realised it was all for show.
I joined the health club but it didn’t end well.

I joined the DIY club but it got into a fix.
I joined the orchestral music composing society but there’s nothing to
be said on that score.
I nearly joined the chess club but those plans were checked.
So finally I joined the Origami club but it folded.
Father Day jokes 5:
Q. Can February March?
A. No, but April May
The shovel was a groundbreaking invention.

If these jokes throughout the magazine
have made you smile or groan come along
to the next Spark to a Flame on Sunday 16
June - a time of celebration for fathers when you will hear more jokes like these.
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Regular Activities at MMC

.
.
Mon-Fri 10.00am

Church Office open until 12.15pm

Mon-Fri 9.15am

Preschool group-Term time only

Crèche

Mon

1.30pm

Little Micklers -Toddlers -Term time only

Large Hall

Mon

6.00pm

Derwent Beavers

Large Hall

Tue

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship

Wesley Rm

Tue

6.30pm

Red Fox Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Wed

9.30am

Prayers and meditation

Chapel

Wed

5.00pm

Dove Beavers

Large Hall

Wed

5.30pm -

Girls Brigade - Explorers/Juniors/Seniors/ Large Hall

Wed

7.30pm

Wesley Guild

Wesley Rm

Thurs

6.30pm

Brown Bear Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Fri

10.00am

Drop in café -Refreshments & chat
9.15am 4th Fri

Social Area

Fri 4th in

10am

Scrabble

Wesley Rm

Fri

7.30pm

Kinder Scouts

Large Hall

Sat 1st

12noon

Lunch (except January)

Large Hall

Sat

10.00am

Fairtrade café & Traidcraft stall

Wesley Rm

month

month

(not every month check weekly church notices)

Diary for June 2019
.

Sat 1st

12noon

Lunches

Tues 4th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship Revd Jenny Dyer

Tues 4th

4pm

Messy Church - Prayer

Weds 5th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - next meetings start in
September

Fri 7th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 11th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship - to be arranged

Weds 12th

10am to
12noon

Funtime - coffee, games and fellowship

Fri 14th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 18th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship - Margaret Eaton

Friday 21st

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 25th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship - Laraine and
Derrick Tuplin - Costa Rica

Weds 26th

10am to
12noon

Funtime - coffee, games and fellowship

Fri 28th

9.15am to
12noon

Café

Bible studies/House groups
Thursday mornings 10am 233 Ladybank Road
Thursday evenings 7.30pm at Church June 27th, July 4th, July 11th, July 18th.
Four week Bible Month on Colossians
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