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The mission of Mickleover Methodist Church is to develop a church family
which is continually growing in Christian faith, worship and outreach so
that all may know the love of God through Christ.

Minister - Revd Gill Sharp
Email: church.minister@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Phone: 01332 511039
Children and Families Worker - Fiona McCreddin
Email: candf.w@mickleovermethodist.org.uk

Phone: 01332 735052
Vestry Team Contact - Ray Forey
Email: ray.forey@gmail.com or Phone 01332 521218
Church Office - church.office@micklovermethodist.org.uk
Phone: 01332 735052

Church magazine
church.magazine@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Church website
www.mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Thanks to all who contribute articles for the magazine
Magazine team: Marilyn Bagworth, Liz Royle, Gill Smart,
Barbara and Geoff Smout

At present there is no charge for the magazine
but a small donation would be appreciated.

Items for November 2019 magazine by
Sunday 13th October 2019
to Liz Royle please via the Church Office or
Church Magazine email addresses above.
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Services in October 2019
Sunday School meets 1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays
at 10.00am in the room upstairs at Church.
They come into Church near the end of the service
for ‘Show and Tell’
Crèche available also on those Sunday mornings,
The 3rd Sunday morning is an interactive time of worship,
Spark to a Flame, for everybody, parallel to service in
Church.
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning services.

Sunday 6th October - 27th in Ordinary Time
Harvest Festival
10.00am Morning worship - Harvest & All Age Worship
Revd Gill Sharp
6.30pm Evening worship - Harvest - John McCartney

Sunday 13th October - Homeless/PrisonsSunday
10.00am Morning worship - Terry Root
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Gill Sharp
Sunday 20th October - One World Week
10.00am - Morning worship - Margaret Barker
10.00am Spark to a Flame in Large Hall
6.30pm Evening Worship - Revd Keith Burchell
Sunday 27th October - 30th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning Worship - Roy Milward
6.30pm Evening Worship - Holy Communion
Revd Raymond Lunt
Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they
prepare and conduct their services in churches
in this Circuit during this month.

From the Manse
I love collecting conkers in autumn but I
haven’t spotted a horse chestnut tree on my
regular walks here with Benjie, our dog, so I
may have to change where I walk to find one. If you know
where a good one is, please let me know. The purpose of a
horse chestnut tree is to produce conkers, so a good horse
chestnut tree is one that is fulfilling its purpose and producing
lots of conkers, the seed of the tree, the part that contains the
potential for new life, for creating new conker trees. I love to
hold a shiny new conker in my hand and think of what it could
become. But I know in my hand it will not fulfil its purpose and it
also won’t stay beautifully shiny. Conkers change and become
dull if kept. To fulfil their potential, they must have the right
conditions of soil, water, warmth and light. In the right
conditions conkers undergo a significant change, for the conker
is just the starting point for the growth of the roots and shoots
of a new tree.
October is a time of change, we see it not just in the conkers
falling off the tress but all around us as the leaves on the trees
change colour and when we venture a little further we see the
bare fields as the crops have been harvested and the fields
ploughed. As I think about harvest time and conkers I am
reminded of the song ‘Autumn Days’ (StF 121) which was
popular when my children were at school and paints vivid
pictures of the changing season and other things that aren’t
connected with the season but are nevertheless changing.

Autumn days when the grass is jewelled
And the silk inside a chestnut shell.
Jet planes meeting in the air to be refuelled.
All these thing I love so well
Chorus: So I mustn't forget, No, I mustn't forget.
To say a great big Thank You, I mustn't forget
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Whipped-up spray that is rainbow-scattered
And a swallow curving in the sky
Shoes so comfy though they're worn out and
they're battered
And the taste of apple pie.
So much around us does not stand still, change is a part of life
and we must embrace change and give thanks to God for all he
has created and all we have. What are you thankful for?
If you were asked to write another verse for this song what
would it say? Perhaps you would like to do this and give them to
me. I’d love to read them, and we could perhaps even sing them
together in church as we give thanks to God for the things that
have a positive impact on us.
At this time when we give thanks to God for all we have and our
plentiful harvest, with shops full of produce from all around the
world, we also remember those whose harvest is meagre or has
failed, those who have lost everything due to adverse weather
conditions, those who are not able to feed the families. Even if
the threat of food shortages becomes a reality if there is a nodeal Brexit I doubt we will experience anything that remotely resembles the difficulties and hunger so many people in our world
experience. When we hear or see the needs of others our response should flow from our love for God. Thankfulness to God
for all we have is a starting point for bringing change for good in
our lives and the lives of others as we live generously, giving of
our time, money and talents.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his love endures forever.
Psalm 107:1
So I mustn't forget. No, I mustn't forget to say a great big thank
you, today and every day. I mustn't forget.
Rev Gill

Children and Families Worker
Well, it feels a little unreal that I am here at last and
starting my new role as Children and Families Worker at Mickleover
Methodist Church. It’s a new season, and a new chapter that I’m really excited about. I feel privileged that God has opened the doors for
me to start this role, and I know it’s an exciting time for the church,
especially with Gill starting as your new Reverend too!
Over the summer I found myself having a clear out and kept finding
reminders of some of the promises God has made to me over the
years. The one that kept recurring loudly was …
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
(Jeremiah 29:11)“
For most of my working life, I have worked in education in a range of
roles. I studied Art at University and am a qualified teacher. I’ve been
a Teaching Assistant, an Art Technician, a Teacher and a Head of Art.
I’ve taught in mainstream, Independent and Special Schools and have
worked with a range of ages from the top end of primary through to
sixth form. However, I feel God has wanted to move me out of a conventional ‘teaching role’ for a while now, but I know He wanted to use
my skills and creativity in a new way. I knew He had ‘plans for me’!
From my experience of working with young people, I have come
across plenty of hurt and confused young people, who need support
and understanding. It was heart breaking to encounter so many broken children in this broken world.
As I write this, I wonder, how many of us are the only Christians some
people encounter? How great is our responsibility to reflect the love
of God to those who don’t (as well as those who do!) know Him? To
have the opportunity to work in church and help guide and nurture
some of our young people and their families is something I feel is an
honour to be a part of… but I also know that this is a team effort, and
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‘church’ is far more than just a building
As I look at a beautiful sun set as I write this, I am in awe of the
beautiful colours God has painted the sky and how it reflects down
on and ‘colours’ the earth below it. I am also reminded that we are
all able to paint ‘God colours’ in people’s lives. We can all reflect a
little bit of God to the world around us. A word of encouragement or
a simple kindness can go a long way. Sometimes the smallest thing
can make a big difference.
I know I still have a lot to learn about what my new role will entail. I
am still getting to know people and am learning how things work. It’s
a new chapter, a new part of the journey, but I know God has great
plans for Mickleover Methodist and He will bring people into our
lives for a reason.
I decided to look up Jeremiah 29:10-12 in different
Bible versions to see what other perspectives it
might bring. I thought it was interesting how the
verse was interpreted in other versions, but
wanted to share this one from the Contemporary
English Version (CEV). It reads …
‘just as I have promised. 11 I will bless you with a future filled with
hope—a future of success, not of suffering. 12 You will turn back to me
and ask for help, and I will answer your prayers’.
This is a promise for all of us. A future filled with hope and success,
not suffering; and answered prayers! Wow!
I look forward to getting to know you. Please feel free to drop me a
line or come and say ‘Hello’ if you get the chance. I am confident
God has great things ahead for us! (But He may take us out of our
comfort zone sometimes along the way).
Fiona McCreddin
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All We Can Havest Appeal 2019 - Deepen your Roots
This harvest celebrate the power of potatoes and make a
practical difference. In parts of Ethiopia, climate change has
destroyed harvests. Now many people struggle to feed their
families. Families have been going hungry, and with each failed harvest
season, their health deteriorates.
In Amhara State, in central Ethiopia, All We Can is working in partnership
with the local organisation, Adheno. Together, we are introducing new seeds
and different vegetables better suited to the changing climate, equipping
people with modern farming techniques to manage their land and developing
business skills, helping families produce better harvests and make a secure
income.

One of the changes that has really improved the diets of Ethiopian families is
the introduction of potatoes – super spuds! They are super because they are
able to take root and grow well in the environment ‒ and they’re nutritionally
rich!
The change being seen in the communities in Ethiopia is representative of
the kind of impact All We Can is having across the world. By raising money
for All We Can’s Harvest Appeal, you will be helping people in these
communities, and others in some of the world’s poorest places to find
solutions to poverty.
It’s remarkable all the different things you can do with just one vegetable,
and yet God has blessed this world with many wonderful and diverse foods.
It is a sign of a broken world that people go hungry ‒ but it doesn’t have to
be this way. Make a difference, by supporting their Harvest Appeal.
For people in Ethiopia, changes to their climate are outside of their control.
Weather patterns used to be more predictable and harvests yielded enough
to provide for the needs of their family. But the community has seen a
significant shift in weather patterns over the last 30 years, and now they
harvest very little and people are going hungry. All We Can is working with
communities to help give them more control over their future and to create
solutions that will yield better harvests, despite the changing climate.
God desires that everyone and everything that he has made should flourish.
This is why it is important for us to do what we can to look after the world he
has given us, and to help communities to adapt to changes, so that they
may flourish.

Main points from Church Council Tuesday 11 June 2019
Vacancies: Church Council Secretary, Sunday school
representative and a Publicity Co-ordinator.

Appointment of Rev Gill Sharp as authorised
persons for marriages: agreed by Church Council.
Reappointment of Marilyn Bagworth as Worship Leader for three
years: The Circuit Local Preachers meeting recommended she should be
accepted for a further three years. - approved by Church Council
Proposal from Leadership Stewards for Strategic Priorities 2019-2020.
Five priorities regarding new organization structure, programme of learning
to meet the spiritual needs of Church community and newcomers, providing
support for diverse worship every week, identifying present and emerging
needs of our community, to grow a new community of followers of Jesus,
including Missing Generations. After a brief discussion with suggestions to
develop and widen the brief in relation to service to include greater
understanding of the work of the groups/charities we support and how they
use their resources Church Council agreed to adopt these proposals with the
amendments suggested.
Business Team
Financial position as at 31 May 2019: much improved thanks to the
response to appeal for all to consider increasing their giving. Increases in
fees for hire of the premises had also improved the position.
Financial budget for the year ending August 2020: increases in the
Circuit Assessment, cleaning costs and maintenance, and costs for an
administrative assistant to help Rev Gill in her work as part of .the
University Chaplaincy Team have been provided for.
The rent from the cottages had also been included in the general account for
the first time and this had helped to offset the large increase in the Circuit
Assessment.

The amount required from offertories is £5,118 per month - approximately
£5,000 each month being received currently.
Church Council approved the budget for the year commencing September
2019.
Cottages Account: Following the Church Council decision in February
2019, application made to the Charity Commission to remove the
restriction from the restricted fund so funds could be used more widely
within the Church. The Commission replied that it is Church Council’s
decision as it was their error in the first place to show the fund as
restricted in the Annual Report and Accounts since 2009, Church Council
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gave unanimous approval to the proposal and agreed that one member of the
Leadership Team, one member of the Business team and two members from
Church Council who are not on either of these teams should manage this
fund and make recommendations to Church Council The group would be
chaired by our new minister and would be reviewed in one year. It was also
agreed that representatives from Church Council to this group would be Ray
Forey and Sue Atherton.
Approval for work on the Large Hall floor: State of floor not good so
work to be undertaken urgent. Contribution from Pre school to the cost.
Church Council gave approval for the work to go ahead.
Learning and Pastoral Team - . The membership figure now stood at 118
following the death of George Cross recently.
Church Staff Children and Families Worker: Three applications for the post received interviews to be held in early July.
Administrative Assistant: Job description and person specification for the
new post of Administrative Assistant were circulated.
Pre-School had attained a good rating at recent OFSTED inspection. Church
Council grateful for their contribution to community of Mickleover and for
all their hard work.
Circuit Business Circuit Steward: John McCartney
• Rev Gill Sharp and Rev David Owen joining us in September
• Rev Darren and Jo Howie started worked at Susannah Wesley House
• Rev Colin Emerson will assume the role of Superintendent Minister when
Rev Jenny leaves the Circuit in August 2020.
• Chester Green Church - has been decided to sell the property to the
Derwent Valley Vineyard Church
• Chinese Church - Rev Calvin Cheung from Loughborough will be
authorised to preside in Derby from September 2019 with a stationing
application from September 2020 for a sharing arrangement with the
Loughborough Church.
• Two vacancies for Circuit Stewards.
• Three Ministers are taking sabbaticals in the next year, Revds Colin
Emerson. Jenny Dyer and Neil Draper
Any other business
Church had registered for a group of young people from Church to attend the
3 Generate conference in November.
Ray Forey has taken over the treasurer’s duties for Dean Street during
Solomon Benjamin’s illness. John Spray to audit Dean Street’s accounts
while Ray is treasurer.
NEXT MEETING TUESDAY 22 OCTOBER 7.30PM

Across
1 The sixth disciple (Matthew 10:3) (11)
9 ‘And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the — — ’ (Matthew
6:13) (4,3)
10 Love intensely (Song of Songs 1:4) (5)
11 From Mt Carmel to Jezreel, Elijah — all the way (1 Kings 18:46) (3)
13 One of the Midianite leaders who was captured and killed after Gideon’s
victory in the valley near Moreh (Judges 7:25) (4)
16 Metallic element (4)
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17 At line (anag.) (6)
18 ‘Cursed is everyone who is — on a tree’ (Galatians 3:13) (4)
20 Where Samson killed a thousand Philistines with a donkey’s jawbone
(Judges 15:14) (4)
21 He succeeded Moses (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6)
22 ‘When he saw him, he took — on him’ (Luke 10:33) (4)
23 ‘For — is the gate and broad is the road that leads to
destruction’ (Matthew 7:13) (4)
25 ‘The god of this — has blinded the minds of unbelievers’ (2 Corinthians
4:4) (3)
28 Fear or terror (Psalm 31:22) (5)
29 ‘We, who are many, are one body, for we all — of the one loaf’ (1
Corinthians 10:17) (7)
30 Assyrian ruler assassinated by his sons while worshipping his god Nisroch
(2 Kings 19:37) (11)

Down
2 ‘For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made — ’ (1 Corinthians
15:22) (5)
3 ‘After supper he — the cup’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (4)
4 The request of a man of Macedonia in Paul’s vision: ‘Come — to
Macedonia and help us’ (Acts 16:9) (4)
5 He disobeyed his father Judah by refusing to impregnate his dead brother’s
wife (Genesis 38:9) (4)
6 I veto me (anag.) (7)
7 Fourth king of Judah (1 Kings 15:24) (11)
8 Priest of God Most High, who blessed Abram (Genesis 14:18) (11)
12 ‘I have made you — — for the Gentiles’ (Acts 13:47) (1,5)
14 Implore (1 Samuel 15:25) (3)
15 ‘Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the — , something
sweet’ (Judges 14:14) (6)
19 ‘I am the most ignorant of men; I do — —
a man’s understanding’ (Proverbs 30:2) (3,4)
20 ‘Sin shall not be your master, because you are not under — , but under
grace’ (Romans 6:14) (3)
24 Native of, say, Baghdad (5)
25 The last word in the Bible (Revelation 22:21) (4)
26 Heroic tale (4)
27 ‘Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you — ’ (John 8:32)
(4)

“Hello darkness my old friend”
I was reminded of this first line from the Paul Simon song “Sound of
Silence” recently whilst reading a small, but perfectly formed, book
entitled “The Divine Heart of Darkness” by Rev. Catherine Bird.
Cathy is a Methodist minister, currently based in London, but I knew
her when she was a fledgling many years ago when we were both
active members of the Alliance of Radical Methodists.

This book offers an unusual perspective on the
subject of darkness and certainly struck a chord
with me. In the book, Cathy explains that she has
an affinity for darkness and enjoys the tranquillity
and comfort which it can bring. She explores the
language used in the Church where darkness is
equated with evil and light with goodness. “Lead us
from darkness into light” and similar phrases can be a challenge for
people who enjoy the darkness and the book explores an alternative
way of looking at the subject of dark and light.
Upon reading the book it made me realise that I too have always
enjoyed the darkness. As a child I can remember
looking forward to the months of October and
November when, after tea, I was allowed to go
outside to play with my friends. To me, the darkness
was never a threat and became an exciting and
welcome addition to my experiences. I remember
taking part in carol singing after midnight at
Christmas and being fascinated by walking the dark
streets of our small town. When I was a student in
Liverpool walking home in the dark in Liverpool 8 (a
notorious area) presented no problems for me as I
felt safer than I did during the day. The night shift in the paper mill
where I had a job in the holidays was always the one which I enjoyed
the most along with the excitement of being active when others were
tucked up in bed.
In more recent times, I enjoyed running after school down the
Mickleover to Etwall cycleway in the dark, leaving the headtorch off
for as long as possible and enjoying the sounds and smells which
seem to be enhanced after dark. Of course, it also offered the
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opportunity to see more stars than we can normally see from our streets
and on a clear night would often see the rarely glimpsed Milky Way
above my head.
On one winter`s night, I was dropped (on the end of a rope!) through a
small hole in a cave in Derbyshire and descended alone into a cavern
several hundred feet under the surface to await the arrival of a group of
pupils before leading them on to another part of the cave system. After
looking around the vast cavern for a couple of minutes, I switched off
my headlamp and sat in the most profound darkness. I felt at peace and
very comfortable enjoying the sounds of water dripping and the smells
of the limestone around me. I felt the depth of the darkness and realised
that my surroundings had not seen the light of day for around 250 million years. It does not get much darker than that!
Whilst working in Norway in January, my English colleague felt somewhat disorientated, but I found the experience fascinating. Darkness
above the Arctic Circle in March is wonderful as the sky is filled with
so many stars which we cannot experience from our lamp-lit towns,
and the added bonus of the celestial fireworks of the aurora is an experience which has a lasting impact on most of those who experience the
phenomenon.
You may have gathered by now that I find darkness comforting, exciting and something to be valued and enjoyed, therefore I would like to thank
Cathy for showing me that I am not alone in this.
She also points out that God made both light and
dark and that many significant Biblical events happened in the quiet of
the night e.g. the call of Samuel and Jesus in Gethsemene to mention
just two that I can think of.

There is, I feel, a wider aspect in all this, in that it has made me realise
that we do not all see the world around us in the same way, and we can
be affected in a variety of ways by what we experience. Some folks`
idea of pleasure is to have their hair “done” – I would rather go to the
dentist than have a haircut! Working with children who were on the
autistic spectrum made me realise that the so-called normal way of
looking at the world is not the way some of us understand our surroundings. What is natural or common knowledge to us, may not be to
others who may be from a different culture, background or upbringing.

This can have a great impact on others without us realising it. In our
churches as a preacher I will glibly say “ we will now say the Lord`s
Prayer” or “ let us bless each other by saying the grace” without
considering that there may be members in our congregation who feel
excluded because they do not know the words we take for granted.
Methodists can feel the same when, in a Roman Catholic church, the
“Hail Mary” is repeated or the “Nunc dimittis” in the C of E. because
they do not know the words we take for granted.
This world, our country and our church all seem to be trying to come
to terms with deep divisions in our societies and we seem at a loss to
know what to do about it. Many of us seem unable to even attempt to
see another`s way of looking at the world or to understand their point
of view and from this stems distrust and hatred towards those who we
may regard as different or having views which may not be in accord
with our own.
I hope that this book by Cathy Bird has made me
realise that there are other views to the norm, or to
my own views. I know that my opinions and
beliefs may not change, and in a way that is OK
because it is part of who I am, but I do hope and
pray that I will be open to an understanding of, and
have a respect for those whose way of thinking may differ to mine. In
a world of increasing divisions, we all need to try to be more
understanding of each other and although we may disagree there is
still, in each of us, an overarching love and respect for each other.
Phil Royle
PS Sorry Terry,
Having just previewed your article this month I have not written
about Brexit – we would have a magazine as thick as “War and
Peace” if I was to do so!
Incidentally, last month`s offering was written before yours arrived –
perhaps a case of “great minds” – or perhaps not.
Phil
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A time of prayer
at 8am for approximately one hour at Church.
If you are unable to come please consider
praying wherever you are during this time
Saturday 12th October
Saturday 26th October
Weekday Communion
on the first Wednesday of every month
a time of reflection and fellowship
at 12 noon followed by lunch consisting of soup and a roll
Next one - Wednesday 2nd October
……………………………………………………………………………..
Church Council

St JOHN’S CHURCH HALL
Devonshire Drive, Mickleover

Tuesday 22nd
October
7.30pm

CRAFT and TABLE TOP
Saturday 19 October 2019
10.00 am – 1.00 pm
Jewellery - Handicrafts Cards
Jams - Tupperware
Bunting - Wreaths - Cake Stall
Books and Jigsaws
Refreshments

Harvest
Lunch

Sunday 6 October
In aid of All We Can
Harvest Appeal
‘Deepen Your Roots’
Celebrate how lives are
being transformed in
Ethiopia by the power of
potatoes.

Deep calls to the deep - a bible study on Psalm 42:7
Deep calls to the deep’ laments the Psalmist.
He sees in the water crashing against the rock
as the depths rush and swell, his own despair,
wave upon wave of misery. His troubles are
echoed by the booming waves of the River
Jordan. Is it God who has afflicted him, or some mortal enemy, or
simply a relationship gone sour? Is it about his own pain or has he
noticed something beyond himself, as the depths of thundering water
call out their own prayer to the depths of God? We also may have
known this loss of orientation, this confused blame game, when life’s
hardships flow over us in waves.
Suddenly the Psalm intensifies, no longer just the tormented cry of
one person’s lament, but the anguished cry of the whole of creation from the quiet thirst of a solitary deer to the thunderous waterfalls of
the Jordan. Creation crying out to Creator. Deep calls to deep.
When we take time to look fully and devotedly, we find God in every
part of the world around us. ‘The heavens are telling the story of God,
and the fragment proclaims his handiwork’ says the writer of Psalm
19. Yet treating the natural world only as a cosmic signpost places
humans too much at centre-stage. Human beings have a particular
dominion over nature (Psalm 8), but in scripture we also find a hidden
intimacy between God and God’s created world, independent of
humans.
The ‘deep’ of Psalm 42:7 is the same ‘deep’ of Genesis 1:2, covered
by darkness until a divine wind swept in. Genesis unfolds with an
account of the care and creativity that God invests in the world that
we call home. This is a world not static - not just a theatre set - but a
living, breathing creation whose own relationship with God is found
throughout Scripture.
When creation does point us to God, the action is sometimes
unconscious: for example: - the quaking mountains of Nahum 1:5, or
the untroubled ravens of Luke 12:24. At other times creation seems
to act as some divine agent, giving humankind a nudge towards God:
Moses’ burning bush (Exodus 3) or the elements on Elijah’s Mount
Horeb (1 Kings19).
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Sometimes creation cries out, in praise or lament, when human voices
are silenced, or preoccupied, or absent, like the earth’s ‘joyful noise’
of Psalm 98 or the stones of Luke 19:40. At other times , creation
seems to become enfolded in its own, secret devotions. The words of
God in Job 38-41 reveal something of this hidden communion between creation and Creator.
There is a deep, three-way connection in Scripture between God, humans and the natural world. Paul writes in Romans 8 of the ‘groaning’
that is shared by the whole of creation as we wait for redemption.
With creation, we are united by a mutual longing for restoration and
peace - and the natural world features in John’s wonderous revelation
how things might end: the tree of life with its healing leaves, and the
water of life, flowing through the city.
Working towards this vision of restoration for the whole of creation is
the calling of every Christian. How would our care of creation be reinvigorated by an understanding of that creation not just as our home,
but as a treasured part of God’s handiwork, crafted for God’s delight?
The sad irony of our current trajectory is that as we chip away at the
health of our planet, so we threaten our own. Existence. Will it be the
case in some places of the world, that human voices fadeaway and
the only parts of creation left to cry out in praise are the stones?
The natural world is not just our home, nor is it simply a resource to
be squandered. With creation, we share a deep yearning for God. With
creation, we cry out for simplicity and rest. With creation we rejoice in
the beauty of ourselves through which we glimpse the beauty of God.
And with creation we wait ,and we hope,, for a restoration that will
surely come. In the meantime, we must make our piece with Creation,
and in doing so, may we also find peace with God.
Does engaging with the natural world help you to pray? If so, how?
What do you think about the idea that the natural world might have
its own relationship with God?
What might ‘restoration’, ‘redemption’ and ‘peace’ look like for the
natural world?
Jenny Bridgman is a priest in the Diocese of Chester
Taken from the Summer 2019 issue of Magnet and reproduced with the
kind permission of the author

Harvest Festival – Sunday 6th October
This year the Harvest Festival Services will be
led by Revd Gill Sharp in the morning and John
McCartney in the evening.
As has been our custom for many years we look
forward to the front of our chapel area being full of produce
that has been donated to celebrate Harvest and also to provide
much needed help to those in need in Derby.
A list of suitable items can be found on the notice board. We
will be supporting both the Padley Centre and Derby Food Bank
and the donations will be sorted and delivered during the
following week.
On Sunday 6th October there will be a hot 2 course Harvest
lunch after morning service for £5 and £2 per child
Look for the sheet on the Church notice board for choices of
dishes to tick.
The meal is in aid of the Methodist charity ‘All We Can’ and
donations will be appreciated and will include any monies left
over from the cost of the meal. More details about the All We
Can Harvest appeal in this magazine.

DOWN: 2, Alive. 3, Took. 4, Over. 5, Onan. 6, Emotive. 7,
Jehoshaphat. 8, Melchizedek. 12, A light. 14, Beg. 15, Strong. 19, Not
have. 20, Law. 24, Iraqi. 25, Amen. 26, Epic. 27, Free.

ACROSS: 1. Bartholomew. 9, Evil one. 10, Adore. 11, Ran. 13, Oreb.
16, Zinc. 17, Entail. 18, Hung. 20, Lehi. 21, Joshua. 22, Pity. 23, Wide.
25, Age. 28, Alarm. 29, Partake. 30, Sennacherib.
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Love in a box
We will be collecting shoe boxes as usual this autumn for
vulnerable children in Eastern Europe. This time we will provide
our own shoeboxes, with a separate lid and cover them with
Christmas paper. The list below gives suggestions of items which
could go in a shoebox.
If you prefer you can give money/items towards making a
shoebox up . More details to follow.
Dedication of boxes in November

There are three gardens with three very different sorts of crops,
which between them hold the clue regarding how our lives can
produce the fruit and the harvest that God is looking for. The
three gardens have a message for us for harvest about how God
is faithful and how God wants to help us produce a harvest of
good things in our lives.
The fruit of the first garden was apples. There are many different
kinds of apples. Some apples look tasty, some look waxy. Some
look as if they may be sweet but turn out rather sharp. What's
your favourite variety of apple?
The second garden is very different. This garden produces olives
which can be eaten. But they can also be crushed to make olive
oil, which has many uses.
The third garden is very different again producing grapes. Most
people like grapes and they are good for our health. They can be
very sweet and tasty, which is why we sometimes take grapes to
people in hospital. Grapes help to cure us.
So here are the three gardens and their three fruits: apples to
choose; olives to crush; grapes to cure.
These three gardens all have one rather special gardener to look
after them. All these three gardens are in the Bible and God is
the faithful gardener.
1. The Apple Garden is at the beginning of the Bible story.
It is the garden of choice…The Garden of Eden. God in love
allowed us to choose whether to love him and know him or
not, and we chose not to. The world with its failed harvests and
unfair trade is serious and it is us who have caused it, not God.
2. The olive garden is a real garden in place and time
where once God, in the form of Jesus, knelt to pray. It's
called the Garden of Gethsemane – an olive garden at
the foot of the Mount of Olives. Here Jesus chose to be
crushed like the olives in that garden; crushed on the cross in our
place. He took on himself all the bad in the world so we can have
the opportunity of a new start, a clean sheet, a fresh beginning.
3. The grape garden is the garden Jesus used to describe how we can be different. Jesus says he is the
main trunk of the tree and if we choose to belong to
him, we can start producing the good fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
gentleness, self-control and faithfulness. This is the
way we can be different and produce a harvest of good things that
can make us and the world the sort of place God intended it to be
all along.
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Now then Phil (again)….
In last month’s magazine I wrote a reply to Phil Royle’s critique of the NT writings of Paul. It was a delight to engage in
sensible, sometimes jocular, reflection on a theological subject . In that jocular vein, and in discussing Paul’s sometimes dogmatic wordage, I said to
Phil, “if you want to experience real, unbridled and unthinking dogmatism
start the next discussion on same sex marriage!”
I didn’t think he would – but he has, actually going further to include sexuality and marriage in his writing and once again I am indebted to him for
opening up such a discussion (although at present and as usual there just
seems to be the two of us in it!).
However at this point I am not going to add my views to those Phil has put
forward as his. That is not reticence or even cowardice on my part - it is
simply that there would be no point in doing so as I am in such utter and
complete agreement with everything he has said on the matter.
So why am I writing? Well there are some things I would like to say to Phil
(and anyone else who may be interested). As usual I have put quotes of Phil
in italics.
I hope and pray that such discussions will take place in a responsible manner and that we should be able to respect other viewpoints even if we disagree with them. Amen to that Phil.
I believe that there should not be anger, animosity or bigotry within our
deliberations. I believe that too – in fact if you take out the words “in our
deliberations” you have a Christian creed St Paul would have agreed with!
I therefore avoided, and had a hatred of, anyone who may be gay until my
early twenties Many of our generation grew up thinking they should be
avoided. As a police officer I even had to re-learn the law when homosexuality was decriminalised in 1967.
Ignorance is not bliss. Correct Phil, but unfortunately those who shout
loudest are often those who hide behind it.
This resulted in a formal request to have me declared unsuitable to be a
Methodist Local Preacher. . It is amazing that people can make rules for
God’s church based only on their own prejudices and makes me think of
Groucho Marx who said “I wouldn’t want to be a member of any club that
would have me as a member.”
There are still some churches where . . . I feel unwelcome and there are
individuals who will no longer engage with me. Sad. I have had the same
experience because I chose modern hymns in the service.
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Many LGBT+ people feel that they have no place in our church and have
been regarded as unacceptable within many Christian communities. Please
add the poor, those of other faiths, those who make a noise, those who don’t/
can’t use churchy language ……
I have never knowingly used the pulpit to put forward my views on this subject
because I believe it would not be right to use the authority of the pulpit in this
way. I agree that to put only one side of an issue is not preaching it is the
bigotry you reject. I believe that there are times and ways when we should
speak out against what we believe to be evils and remember there are many
“Christian” countries where homosexuality carries a death sentence.
I was asked to review a book called “The Bible’s Yes to Same Sex Marriage”
by Mark Achtemeir. This book is a very good starting point for discussions
and I recommend it to those who wish to explore the subject in more depth.
With the second half of the title; “An Evangelical’s Change of Heart.” the full
title is clearly based on a pre-supposition, namely that the
Bible does support (or accepts) same sex marriage. It is a bit
dangerous to base an opinion on a preconceived view. Google
is inundated with pre-suppositional views on one side of the
debate or the other on “what does the bible say about same
sex marriage”. Anyone looking for unequivocal answers in the Bible will be
disappointed so it may be safer to suggest wider research on the matter as
there are plenty of books on both sides of the debate.
Phil, once again I’m indebted to you for opening discussion on a topic for
today. How about Brexit next? No please that was just a joke!!!
Terry Root
……………………………………………………………………...
Medical terms for non-medical people
Artery: the study of paintings
Bacteria: the back door to cafeteria
Barium: what doctors do when patients die
Caesarean section: a neighbourhood in Rome
Catscan: searching for kitty
Cauterize: made eye contact with her
Coma: a punctuation mark
Enema: not a friend
Fester: quicker than someone else
Labour Pain: getting hurt at work
Nitrates: cheaper than day rates
Outpatient: a person who has fainted
Post-operative: a letter carrier
Recovery room: place to do upholstery
Terminal illness: falling ill at the airport

Poem - Contributed by Willis Garratt
I was shocked, confused, bewildered
as I entered Heaven’s door,
Not by the beauty of it all,
by the lights or its decor.
But it was the folks in Heaven
who made me sputter and gasp–
the thieves, the liars, the sinners,
the alcoholics, the trash.
There stood the kid from seventh grade
who swiped my lunch money twice.
Next to him was my old neighbour
who never said anything nice.
Herb, who I always thought
was rotting away in hell,
was sitting pretty on cloud nine,
looking incredibly well.
I nudged Jesus, “What’s the deal?
I would love to hear Your take.
How’d all these sinners get up here?
God must’ve made a mistake.
And why’s everyone so quiet,
so sombre? Give me a clue.”
“Hush, child,” said He, “They’re all in shock.
No one thought they’d see you.”

If you have faith - Marjorie Dobson
If you have enough faith to trust the bus driver to get you safely to your
destination:
If you can trust the bakery to make your bread fresh and edible:
If you have enough faith to believe your favourite football team will one
day win a game and you are sure that everything you buy will live up to its
maker’s claim:
If you have faith enough to trust these people in the everyday then surely
you can trust the words that folk heard Jesus say:.
For if its faith in God you need, it all could be contained in a poppy seed
and faith so small, when acted out with true conviction, brings benediction.
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Regular Activities at MMC
Mon - Fri 10.00am
Fri

Church Office open until 12.15pm

Mon - Fri 9.15am to Preschool group - term time
12.15pm
Thurs & 12.45pm
Fri
to 3.45pm

Crèche

Mon

12.15pm Chat n’ Play – term time
to 1.15pm

Wesley Rm

Mon

1.30pm

Little Micklers – Babies to Pre school –
term time

Large Hall

Mon

6.00pm

Derwent Beavers

Large Hall

Tues

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship

Wesley Rm

Tues 1st
in month

4.00pm to Messy Church - term time
6.00pm

Tues

6.30pm

Weds

10.00am Funtime
to 12noon

2nd & 4th in
month

Weds 1st 12 noon
In month

Red Fox Cub Scouts

Holy Communion followed by soup & roll
lunch

Large Hall
Wesley Rm

Church &
Wesley Rm

Weds
Weds

Dove Beavers
5.00pm
5.30pm to Girls Brigade - Explorers/Juniors/Seniors
8.30pm

Large Hall
Large Hall

Weds

7.30pm

Wesley Guild

Wesley Rm

Thurs

6.30pm

Brown Bear Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Fri

10.00am

Drop in café - Refreshments & chat

Social Area

Fri

7.30pm

Kinder Scouts

Large Hall

Sat 1st

12noon

Lunch (except January)

Large Hall

in month

Diary for October 2019
.

Tues 1st

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Revd Gill Sharp

Tues 1st

4pm to 6pm

Messy Church Harvest - celebrating God’s gifts

Weds 2nd

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Members Evening
Bring and Buy

Fri 4th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Sat 5th

12noon

Lunches

Tues 8th

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Jill Harrington
Toilets

Weds 9th

10.00am to
12noon

Funtime - games, puzzles, sit & chat,
coffee/tea

Weds 9th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Peter Nelson
Charles Wesley Hymns

Fri 11th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 15th

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Anna Forey

Weds16th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Colin Holday
The Danube

Fri 18th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 22nd 2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Peter Blount

Wed 23rd

10.00am to
12noon

Funtime - games, puzzles, sit & chat,
coffee/tea

Wed 23rd

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Mark Vallis - Blood Bikes

Fri 25th

9.15am 12noon

Café - Opens 9.15am 4th in month

Tues 29th

2pm

Women’s Fellowship - visit to St Lukes
Cooking Demo

Wed 30th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Members– TBA
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