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“How many are your works, Lord!
In wisdom you made them all;
the Earth is full of your creatures.”
Psalm 104:24.
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The mission of Mickleover Methodist Church is to develop a church family
which is continually growing in Christian faith, worship and outreach so
that all may know the love of God through Christ.

Minister - Revd Gill Sharp
Email: church.minister@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Phone: 01332 511039
Children and Families Worker - Fiona McCreddin
Email: candf.w@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
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Vestry Team Contact - Ray Forey
Email: ray.forey@gmail.com or Phone 01332 521218
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church.magazine@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Circuit Office - office@derbymethodists.org.uk
Thanks to all who contribute articles for the magazine
Magazine team: Marilyn Bagworth, Liz Royle, Gill Smart,
Barbara and Geoff Smout

At present there is no charge for the magazine
but a small donation would be appreciated.

Items for October 2019 magazine by
Sunday 8th September 2019
to Liz Royle please via the Church Office or
Church Magazine email addresses above.

2

Services in September 2019
Sunday School meets 1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays
at 10.00am in the room upstairs at Church.
They come into Church near the end of the service
for ‘Show and Tell’
Crèche available also on those Sunday mornings,
The 3rd Sunday morning is an interactive time of worship,
Spark to a Flame, for everybody, parallel to service in
Church.
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning services.

Sunday 1st September - 22nd in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Holy Communion
Revd Raymond Lunt
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd David Owen
Sunday 8th September - Education Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - All Age Worship
Revd Gill Sharp
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Gill Sharp
Sunday 15th September - 24th in Ordinary Time
10.00am - Morning worship - Revd Keith Burchell
10.00am Spark to a Flame in Large Hall
6.30pm Evening Worship - Revd Jenny Dyer
Sunday 22nd September - Peacemaking Sunday
10.00am Morning Worship - Peter Blount
6.30pm Evening Worship - Holy Communion
Revd Gill Sharp
Sunday 29th September - 26th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning Worship - Holy Communion
Revd Gill Sharp
6.30pm Evening Worship - Matthew Cadden-Hyde

Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they
prepare and conduct their services in churches
in this Circuit during this month.

From the Manse
I am excited to be starting a new Methodist year in the Derby
Circuit and looking forward to getting to know you all at
Mickelover Methodist Church. A new Methodist year gives us
all the opportunity to start afresh, to make plans for the year
ahead and renew our vision of the future for ourselves as
individuals and as church, the body of Christ.
September is also the start of a new school year; for those in
education it is a time of moving on, a time of making new
friendships as well as building on existing ones. My first service
at Mickleover MC on 8th September is Education Sunday, a day
which is recognised by Churches Together in England as one
of prayer and celebration for all those involved in education.
The theme of this year’s service is ‘Form and flourish - to reform’. God formed each one of us in his image and wants us all
to flourish, to have life in all its fullness (John 10:10). This
comes when we allow God to re-form us to be the people God
wants us to be for this time, in this place. It’s a continual
process, just as learning should be a life-long
process.
Just like at school when you were handed a new
exercise book, full of blank pages, just waiting to be
filled, so the new Methodist year is like a series of blank pages
in our spiritual lives. What will you fill your pages with? There
may be crossings out and re-working of problems, the pages
may at times appear messy, you may feel as though you take 2
steps forward and then 1 step back, not the
smooth forward movement you hoped for.
Sometimes it may feel safer not to do anything
because then you don’t get it wrong and have to
start again. But the pages of an exercise book are
meant to be filled, so when you and and others look back over
the pages the progress made is evident.
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All that has gone before, both the good, joyful times and the
difficult, sorrowful times, have brought us to this point in time.
Whatever has gone before, Jesus gives us a fresh start when
we come humbly to him. God’s love and compassion for each
one of us is new every morning.
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Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. 23 They are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness. 24 I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion;
therefore I will wait for him.” 25 The Lord is good to those whose
hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; 26 it is good to wait
quietly for the salvation of the Lord. (Lamentations 3)
The blank pages of this year of our spiritual lives are meant to
be filled so we can show the progress we have made as
followers of Jesus. It might mean praying more regularly, doing
things differently, trying new ideas, praying more together,
getting more involved, taking on a new role, listening more to
God, putting something down, and waiting on God, praying for
His will to be done. What opportunities do you see before you
when you consider the coming year?
What lies ahead? We do not know, but we can choose how we
move forward, whether we do so in our own strength or walking
with Jesus, in the power of the Holy Spirit, having our hope
firmly anchored in God as we seek to do His will in this
community.
And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at
all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every
good work. (2 Cor 9:8)
Revd Gill

We extend a very warm welcome to Revd Gill Sharp and husband
Phil,- to Mickleover Methodist, giving thanks for her appointment
with us and looking forward to her ministry among us.
We also ive a warm welcome to Fiona McCreddin, taking up her
appointment as our Children and Families Worker and we look
forward to working with her
May the Holy Spirit lead, inspire and guide us in all we say and do
and to love as God loves us.

The Season of Creation –1 September
to 4 October 2019
During the Season of Creation, as one family in
Christ, we celebrate the bonds we share with
each other and with “every living creature on
Earth”

The Christian Church celebrates the Season by
spending time in prayer, considering ways to inhabit our common home
more sustainably, and lifting our voices in the public sphere.
This Season of Creation, the theme is on ‘The web of life - Biodiversity as

God’s blessing’ , in the hope that it might provoke richer contemplation and
deeper responses among us, both practically and spirituality. In an ecumenical spirit , acknowledging that Creation is given as a gift to all of us, Christ’s
family is called to shared responsibility for its protection.
The scriptures begin with God’s affirmation that all of creation is “very
good,” and as the stewards of God’s creation, Christians are called to protect and nurture its goodness (Genesis 1:30, Genesis 1:28, Jeremiah 29:5-7),
Every species, indeed all creation, is precious because it is made by God. All
reflect an aspect of God.
The biblical witness is that the web of life - biodiversity - matters not only
because human well-being depends on stable and thriving ecosystems and

the services they give to us, from clean water and food, to oxygen, clothing
and climate regulation, and all the ‘resources’ we use from nature.
Biodiversity matters firstly because God gives value to every creature that is
created.
Today, human behaviour is destroying the fabric of God’s creation at an
unprecedented rate. There are multiple causes, from deforestation, habitat
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destruction, climate change, and pollution of soil, water and air, including .
the tide of plastic pollution filling the oceans.
Biodiversity loss matters both because all God’s creatures have value in
themselves and also as an issue of justice. It is the poor and marginalised
who depend most immediately on the health of ecosystems and are
affected most severely by the collapse of the natural systems that sustain

all life. Billions of people today face the loss of productive soils, clean
water, forests, fish and coral reefs, and biodiversity loss is a major driver of
human migration.

Our faith calls us to respond. We lament that God’s creatures are
disappearing from the Earth at a rate we can scarcely comprehend. From
humble insects to majestic mammals, from microscopic plankton to
towering trees, plants and creatures from across God’s dominion are
becoming extinct, and may never be seen again.
This devastation is, in itself, a tragic loss. We contemplate this loss and
pray that it ends. We also pray for justice, as the most vulnerable among us
suffer most deeply as the web of life begins to unravel this crisis with the

urgency born of moral clarity.
The whole Christian family is encouraged to pray, reflect, and take bold
action to preserve creation in all its complexity and specificity

If Moses came back!

Prayer for the Season of Creation 2019
Creator of Life,
The Earth is full of Your creatures, and by Your wisdom you
made them all. At Your word, the Earth brought forth plants
yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit, the waters
teemed with swarms of living creatures of every kind, and world was filled
with every kind of winged bird, walking animal, and creatures that creep
upon the ground.
Mountains, plains, rocks, and rivers shelter diverse communities, and
through the changing seasons Your Spirit renews cycles of life.
During this Season of Creation, open our eyes to see the precious diversity

that is all around us. Enlighten our minds to appreciate the delicate balance
maintained by each creature. Inspire us to conserve the precious habitats
that nurture this web of life.
In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to all creation,

Jesus Christ. Amen.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

•

Did you hear about the restaurant on the moon? Great food, no
atmosphere.
• What do you call a fake noodle? An Impasta.
• How many apples grow on a tree? All of them.
• Why did the coffee file a police report? It got mugged.
• How does a penguin build it's house? Igloos it together.
• Dad, did you get a haircut? No I got them all cut.
• What do you call a Mexican who has lost his car? Carlos.
• Dad, can you put my shoes on? No, I don't think they'll fit me.
• Why did the scarecrow win an award? Because he was
outstanding in his field.
• I'll call you later. Don't call me later, call me Dad.
• Want to hear a joke about construction? I'm still working on it.
• Why couldn't the bicycle stand up by itself? It was two tired.
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QUIZ – Jesus & the Earth
The idea of the quiz is both to have a bit of fun, and also to illustrate how
closely Jesus’ life and ministry were intertwined with the earth.
QUESTIONS:
What bird was sold ‘two for a penny’ at the time of Jesus?
What did Jesus tell Peter to find inside the mouth of a fish?

Who did Jesus say the lilies of the field were better dressed than?
Where did the angels tell the shepherds that peace would come?
What two unusual natural events took place when Jesus died?

Which of the following animals is not mentioned in Matthew’s Gospel?
Locust, pig, dog, viper, cat, wolf, sheep, fox, snake, sparrow, camel, donkey,
vulture
What did Jesus say was ‘the smallest of all your seeds’?
In Jesus’ story about a sower, what happened to the seed on the path?
When Jesus spent 40 days in the desert, who does Mark say was with him?
What did Jesus mix with his own saliva to heal a blind man?

CAN YOU FIND THIS CHURCH FROM THE LETTER CLUES
BELOW?
My first letter sounds like a tapered wood stick,
The opposite of “me” sound will next do the trick.
The next two before “by gum” you can meet,
The fifth’s like a bird which gives us eggs to eat.
Next, an audience response to the villain indeed.
The seventh’s an aspirate (what?) – that’s what you need.
The eighth’s like Derbyshire “pardon?” you see,
The final two letters each like a French “she”.
You now have it all for a now closed Derby Church.
Sent in by Willis Garratt

A time of prayer
at 8am for approximately one hour at Church.
If you are unable to come please consider
praying wherever you are during this time
Saturday 1st September
Saturday 14th September
Saturday 28th September

Weekday Communion
on the first Wednesday of every month
a time of reflection and fellowship
at 12 noon followed by lunch consisting of soup and a roll
Next one - Wednesday 4th September
Dates for your diary
Circuit welcome service for
our new minister Revd Giill
Sharp, responsible for
Mickleover, Dean Street and
member of the Derby
University Chaplaincy team
and Revd David Owen, the
new minister at Allestree and
Duffield at Mickleover
Methodist Church Saturday
31st August at 7pm.

Sunday 8th September
10am
All Age Worship led
by our new minister
Revd Gill Sharp
followed by a buffet lunch
where we will have the
opportunity to meet Gill.
Please let us know if you are
coming asap – (Church Office
or Notice Board)

Harvest Lunch—Sunday 6 October
In aid of All We Can Harvest Appeal
Deepen Your Roots
Celebrate how lives are being transformed in Ethiopia
by the power of potatoes.
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CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR
Mickleover Methodist Church
We are looking for an enthusiastic and self-motivated
person with good administrative skills and experience
to provide support to the Church Minister and work
with the volunteers to ensure the smooth operation of
Church Office.

the

Enhanced DBS required
10hrs per week (hours TBA) - Salary £5,200 p.a.
Further details from www.mickleovermethodist.org.uk

Apply by Friday 20th September 2019
Interviews on Wednesday 9th October 2019
Applications should be sent to
the Derby Circuit administrator at
office@derbymethodists.org.uk

The charities which benefit from our monthly
retiring collections.
A great big thank you to all who contribute to the
monthly retiring collections. The charities need every penny you
give. And another big thankyou to the people who donate to some
of the charities by regular standing order
The retiring collections for the last few months:
February - Derby Women’s Centre
March - All We Can
March - Christian Aid - special appeal
April - Easter Offering
May - Christian Aid
June - MHA

£102
£671
£271
£390
£152
£132

God In Love Unites Us
This is the title of the report on human sexuality which was
presented to Conference this year, and by a five to one
majority was recommended to be put forward for ratification next year.
The report has been widely reported in the press, as it gives the individual
Methodist Churches the ability to agree to same-sex marriages on their
premises. It also looks at how we view cohabiting couples and those of
altered gender.
During the coming year we will need to listen to each other and accept
that there are many differing views on the subject, but I hope and pray
that such discussions will take place in a responsible manner and that we
should be able to respect other viewpoints, even if we disagree with them.
There has always been controversy within our Churches and this has, over
the years, helped us to mature and understand those things which matter
most to us. On the other hand, I believe that there should not be anger,
animosity or bigotry within our deliberations.
To encourage what I hope will be an open and mature discussion, I am
putting forward some of my thoughts and beliefs on the subject as a
starting point.
When I was a teenager, I was very confused about sexuality. It was a time
when hormones were battling for supremacy in my body and the only
relationship-education I had was gleaned from school toilet walls and
rumours from friends who knew as little as I did, but thought they had
acquired some information from somewhere or other. We thought that
homosexuality could be caught, or in some way passed on by association
and could cause all kinds of physical abnormalities. It needs to be
understood that, at that time, male homosexuality was illegal and could
involve a lengthy prison sentence. Same-sex female relationships were
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not illegal as Queen Victoria said that such a thing could not possibly
happen and so it could not be legislated against! I therefore avoided, and
had a hatred of, anyone who may be gay until my early twenties. These
misunderstandings are why, throughout my teaching career, I was a
strong advocate of age-appropriate and factual relationships education.
Ignorance is not bliss, and often causes a myriad of problems both in the
young person and into adult life.
University was a great melting-pot and there was starting to be more understanding on matters of sexuality, but I was still homophobic to a large
extent. However, I slowly began to realise that friends and other colleagues who I respected and loved had same-sex attractions and relationships. This caused me to begin to try to understand the subject in a more
realistic and open way. My gay/lesbian friends were no threat to me and
respected the fact that I was heterosexual which made me have a respect
for them in return.
Many of our friends were cohabiting, and although Liz and I
decided to marry, I realised that for many people this was
not a ceremony which they wanted to undertake for themselves. I still have respect and understanding of both young
and older folks who have a committed, loving relationship but for many
reasons decide against a formal marriage.
During this time, I was an active member of the Alliance of Radical
Methodists which helped me to realise that I was not alone in my theological and social beliefs. The organisation led campaigns for greater understanding of a wide range of sexuality within Methodism. In many
ways this came to a head in the Derby Conference, in the lead-up to
which I wrote several letters to the Derby Evening Telegraph and the
Methodist Recorder. This resulted in a formal request to have me declared unsuitable to be a Methodist Local Preacher.

This was dismissed, as I have never knowingly used the pulpit to put
forward my views on this subject, because I believe it
would not be right to use the authority of the pulpit in this
way. I did have several “discussions” with preachers who
propounded their views.
On the matter from the pulpit. I have put forward my
point of view via articles, letters and discussions which is,
in my view, the correct method of doing so.
Resulting from my views, as said before, I have had attempts to
remove me as a preacher, There are still some churches where,
decades later, I feel unwelcome and there are individuals who will no
longer engage with me. I have, on many occasions, been called a
heretic but now take this as a compliment as looking through
Christianity and its history, I find myself in very good company.

It has caused me considerable distress and sometimes anger, that by
supporting the LGBT+ community I have been ostracised and made
to feel unwelcome by individuals and churches. If this is the case for
a “straight” person then how must it feel for those who are LGBT+?
They have had to deal with much worse over many decades and have,
in the main, done so with immense dignity.
Many LGBT+ people feel that they have no place in our church and
have been regarded as unacceptable within many Christian
communities. I hope and pray that at next year`s conference the report
will be ratified and that we will be able to welcome all God`s people
into our churches with equal privileges, rights and responsibilities.
I realise that some readers of this will be in agreement with me and
others will not. I hope that this will open up a loving and responsible
discussion during the coming months, as we seek together, a greater .
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understanding of the way forward for our denomination and our local
church.
A couple of years ago, I was asked, by the Methodist Recorder, to
review a book called “The Bible`s Yes to Same Sex Marriage” by
Mark Achtemeier. Mark is a USA Presbyterian minister, theologian
and lecturer at Dubuque Theological Seminary and describes himself
as a conservative evangelical. This book is a very good starting point
for discussions and I recommend it to those who wish to explore the
subject in more depth.
The views above represent my journey so far, and I hope they will be
read in the spirit of openness with which I offer them.
Phil Royle
Prayer is a steering wheel
• Prayer is not a “spare wheel” that you pull out when in trouble. But it is
a “steering wheel” that directs the right path throughout.
• So why is a car’s windshield so large and the rear view mirror so small?
Because our past is not as important as our future. So, look ahead and
move on.
•
Friendship is like a book. It takes few seconds to burn, but it takes
years to write.
•
All things in life are temporary. If it’s going well enjoy it; that won’t last
long. If it’s going badly, don’t worry that won’t last long either.
• Old friends are gold. New friends are diamond! If you get a diamond
don’t forget the gold! Because to hold a diamond, you always need a
base of gold.
•
Often when we lose hope and think this is the end, God smiles from
above and says, “Relax it’s just a bend, not the end.”
•
When God solves your problems, you have faith in His abilities; When
God doesn’t solve your problems, He has faith in your abilities.
• When you pray for others, God listens to you and blesses them;
sometimes, when you are safe and happy, remember that someone has
prayed for you.

Education Sunday - 8th September 2019
FORM AND FLOURISH – TO RE-FORM

A Christian view of education sees it as
a life-long process, for the whole
person, so that, formed in the image of
God, we may take up Jesus’ offer to us
to flourish and live life in all its fullness.
As we are educated, we discover who we are, our unique gifts
and skills, and our role within our community, our country, and
our world. Education does, however, present challenges for all of
us, in different ways.
Throughout all levels of education there is a very real concern
about the mental health and wellbeing of both learners and
teachers. Recent figures from the Children’s Society suggest that
1 in 10 young people between the ages of 5 and 16 have a
diagnosable mental health condition, and many more have times
when they find life difficult and stressful.
Social disadvantage and physical disability can also present barriers
to learning and development, and as life in school, college and
university moves at such a fast pace it is easy for students to feel as
though they have been left behind or have failed.
The Japanese art of Kintsugi, or “golden joining” has become
well-known more recently in the West.. Broken pottery is
repaired using lacquer mixed with powdered gold, making the
object unique and even more precious.

It is helpful to remember that our formation is not always a
straightforward, linear process. God formed us in the first place
and we are reminded of this elemental truth in the reading from
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Psalm 139. In being formed, we must also be open to being reformed, like the spoiled vessel in the reading from Jeremiah.

Just as broken pottery can be re-formed, by God’s grace, we too
have opportunities for second chances and new starts. God doesn’t
give up on us. Our churches have a critical role in presenting and
living the Gospel in ways that demonstrate the reality of that as
found in Jesus Christ.
Education Sunday offers us an opportunity to celebrate all that is
good in education, to give thanks for teachers and learners,
educational leaders and support staff; to rejoice with those who
succeed and provide reassurance for those who struggle.
This Education Sunday we pray that, through God’s power, all those
who study or work in schools, colleges or universities, may flourish
and be open to knowing God’s love as they are formed and reformed.
The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Justin Welby
Archbishop of Canterbury
Answer to Willis’s riddle: Queens’ Hall
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Sparrow - now getting much rarer in urban Britain (Luke 12.6)
A (four drachma) coin (Matthew 17.27)
King Solomon (Matthew 6.29)
On earth (Luke 2.14)
An earthquake, and an eclipse (Luke 23.44 & Matthew 27.45 & 51)
Cat – all the others are mentioned in Matthew
Mustard seed (Matthew 13.32)
The birds ate the seeds (Mark 4.4)
Wild animals (Mark 1.13)
Dust or Mud (John 9.6)

ANSWERS to Jesus ansd the Earth Quiz—page 9

Harvest Festival – Sunday 6th October
This year the Harvest Festival Services will
be led by Revd Gill Sharp in the morning
and John McCartney in the evening.
As has been our custom for many years we
look forward to the front of our chapel area
being full of produce that has been donated to celebrate Harvest
and also to provide much needed help to those in need in
Derby.

A list of suitable items can be found on the notice board. We
will be supporting both the Padley Centre and Derby Food Bank
and the donations will be sorted and delivered during the
following week.
On Sunday 6th October there will be a hot 2 course Harvest
lunch after morning service for £5. Look out for the sheet on
the Church notice board for choices of dishes to tick.
The meal is in aid of the Methodist charity ‘All We Can’ and
donations will be appreciated and will include any monies left
over from the cost of the meal - if possible please pay Marilyn
before the 6th
All ages are welcome –there will be a separate children’s menu
or smaller portions of the adult meals - £2 per child.

Retiring collection for September is
All We Can
Methodist Relief and Development
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Love in a box
We will be collecting shoe boxes as usual this autumn for
vulnerable children in Eastern Europe. This time we will provide
our own shoeboxes, with a separate lid and cover them with
Christmas paper. The list below gives suggestions of items which
could go in a shoebox.
If you prefer you can give money/items towards making a
shoebox up . More details to follow.

Now then Phil………
In last month’s magazine Phil Royle wrote about his
problems with the New Testament writer, Paul. At its
conclusion he wrote, “I would love to hear your views on this and
hope that they will be shared with other readers of this . . . publication, so please open up a discussion in these pages.” Well I am
delighted to do so, Phil because I confess that I find some of the
things you have written as puzzling as you do as those which
Paul has written. But let’s take it a piece at a time.
Apparently when you discovered that you had (inadvertently)
agreed to preach on Colossians you were dismayed because, “I
realised that I would have to preach on the writings of St. Paul
which is something that I have rarely, if ever, done; as Paul and I
do not see eye to eye and have not done so since my teenage
years.” Two points here Phil; first it is a little disconcerting to hear
that a Local Preacher with forty years of experience is still only
prepared to preach on scriptures written by those you see eye to
eye with. The second, and less important point is that it is far
from certain that Paul wrote Colossians and many of the theological terms in it are unlike those he normally used. The same could
be said for Ephesians.

Next you find Paul, “dogmatic and overbearing.” Here you are
probably among many of similar view. However it is pertinent to
remember that Paul’s letters are not written as scripture (though
the church decided that is what they are) but were, well, letters
and like most letters he had a reason for writing them.
Colossians for example was written (if not by Paul certainly by one
of his disciples) to fight against the heretical teaching that some
were trying to give the Colossian Church, teaching which made
Jesus just another prophet.
He wrote Galatians to a church in which “Christians” were intent
on keeping the Law as the way to salvation (so who needs Christ)
and which insisted on separating Jews and Gentiles.
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Corinthians was written to a church full of people who thought
human wisdom was all that was needed to please God and also
couldn’t decide what to do about marriage and celibacy (nothing
new there then!)
We could go on but the point is that Paul’s response to these
manifold problems in the fledgling churches was to preach again
and again that all that was required for salvation was to accept the
Grace of God in the belief that his Son was sent to save us all. Now
that is pretty dogmatic and so were many of his other
pronouncements, but they were all derived from the
gospel which he received from Christ. The Christian
faith is founded on dogmatics (think of the Nicene
Creed we say in church). However, if you want to
experience real unbridled and unthinking dogmatism
start the next discussion on same sex marriage!
You next ask “where Paul gets his authority from and what sets him
above many others.” Paul’s own answer is that it is “given by the
Lord” (2 Cor. 10:8 and Rom 1: 1). He is “Christ’s Apostle” (Gal. 1:
11-12; 1 Thess: 2: 6-7, there are many other examples).
Additionally, of course, he went to Jerusalem to confer with the
Apostles, those who had seen and heard the Lord themselves. He
discussed his gospel preaching with Peter (on whom the Lord was
building the church) and James, the brother of Jesus.
He defended his gospel which denied the need for converts to be
first circumcised even though the majority of the Jerusalem
Christians said it was necessary. He argued that Jesus himself had
given him the gospel he preached and they accepted his divine
authority. (Galatians 1 and 2).
You are unhappy that he states that he met with the risen Christ
because many others have said the same. I personally know of no
one (outside of the disciples of Jesus) who have experienced what
Paul describes in Gal. 1: 11-17; Philipp. 3: 4-17, and remember
that Luke also gives accounts in Acts 9: 1-20; 22: 1-21 and 26:223. Who else whilst on their way to arrest and imprison Christians
has been sent by the risen Christ to meet with someone they don’t
know (Ananias) in a strange city full of Gentiles (Damascus) and

had to be led there by the hand as he had been blinded by the light
of his resurrection experience. Remember that his companions on
the Damascus Road saw and heard nothing – why mention them if
he was lying? And what else could have made a Pharisaic Jew
remain a Jew and yet completely rethink and re-interpret Judaism?
No more circumcision, no more separation from gentiles, no more
unclean foods – well the list goes on. And he preached incessantly
the resurrection of Jesus to people who beat him, imprisoned him or
simply threw him out of their cities and towns because of it.
But he was so convinced by what he had seen and heard Christ say
to him that he continued, even telling it to King Agrippa who could
have had him executed for it, and in the end he was executed for it.
No, Paul’s experience on the road to Damascus was unlike anything
that anyone has ever experienced since then that I am aware of.
You also say that the Pharisees, were very strict on having a set of
rules and regulations, so it is understandable that he brings that
background into his writings. First, the Pharisees held on to the
Torah because they really believed that was the only way to please
God and achieve a heavenly future. They lived according to their
scriptures (our OT) as we try to live to ours.
There were many thousands of Pharisees and they were
the most learned men of the Jewish scriptures (our OT).
Jesus visited and ate with many Pharisees because it
wasn’t their laws he disputed but their application of
them without love and compassion .

Secondly as I have already said Paul, a learned Pharisee, who
studied under Gamaliel a great rabbi teacher of the Law, completely
changed his view of how to please God (the same God) and
constantly argued that Christ had already done all that was need to
achieve the Kingdom for us. So his letters are about as un-pharisaic
as it is possible to get.
What you perceive as his “rules” are in fact his pastoral concerns for
his flock of fledgling Christians, including the so called household
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rules of Col. 3: 18-4:1 and Eph. 5: 22-33.
He worried constantly that these first Christians would turn away
from the gospel and return to out and out Judaism, so he did what
we do with our children to keep them safe. He gave them what he
believed to be the gospel of Christ and sometimes in the form of
‘rules.’ Are not the Sermon on the Mount and the Beatitudes of
Christ given in the form of rules?
The remainder of your writing is something of a sad tale
which so many of us have experienced, that of Church
(or church society) leaders who have stipulated various
rules and regulations for membership of “their” churches
and societies.
That is unfair and I am sorry that you have experienced those
things but to blame Paul because “they held the writings of Paul
above those of other teachings in the NT” is equally as unfair because Paul is probably the most inclusive writer in the entire bible,
who has often been accused of universalism, because of such passages as Romans 5: 12-21 and Philip. 2: 10-11.
Without doubt Paul believes that God wants every one of his children to be in his family (although he doesn’t suggest it will necessarily happen regardless of what we do).
Finally (and thanks for your patience) I am puzzled by the section in
which you state: I have come to the view that, whereas the very
high church places a large emphasis on the Virgin Mary, the evangelical wing places a large emphasis on the teachings of Paul. In
many churches it will be the case that the service readings are
Paul's letters, and there is often no Gospel reading at all, or if there
is it is not the subject of the sermon. This is also the case with
many preachers who do not choose a reading from the Gospels as
the focus of the service.
When you say “very high Church” I assume you are speaking of the
Anglican Church and particularly of the Anglo-Catholic type. I
preach in an Anglican church (not Anglo-Catholic) which uses exactly the same lectionary as we do and I believe that to be the case
in most Anglican churches.

Of course if the particular preacher/vicar chooses another passage and if he or she prefers the epistles to the gospels or the
OT to the NT then in my humble opinion they are preaching only
what appeals to them – but isn’t that what you do by not preaching the Pauline letters?
The Bible is a composite whole and all parts of it are important
as 2 Timothy 3: 16 (written by Paul) says; All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.
As for the evangelical churches (which Methodism also has not
far from Mickleover) my experience of them in Methodism and
Anglicanism is that they place great emphasis on the work of the
Holy Spirit and on prayer. I have not been aware of any emphasis on Paul’s writings. The word “prayer” only appears 25 times
in all of Paul’s letters whilst the gospel writers use it 24 times.
I would also be interested to hear why you think that it is so important to always preach from the gospels and that they should
be “the focus of the service.” You also say there is often no Gospel reading at all, or if there is it is not the subject of the sermon. Why does a gospel reading need to be the subject of every
sermon? I am not suggesting that the four gospels are unimportant (although it is interesting that at least another twenty
gospels were not included in our bibles) but I am not sure why
they are of the utmost importance in scripture and/or worship.
The only scripture Jesus knew and the only scripture Jesus
quotes is the Hebrew Scriptures – our Old Testament.
I am equally puzzled by your idea that those who want
“answers” (you don’t say about what) will find them in Paul’s letters or the OT. I think anyone looking for answers in the Bible
will be very disappointed.
Phil, thank you for opening this discussion. I hope it continues
and that more people join in. To quote Paul;
The grace of
(Rom.16:20).

our

Lord

Jesus
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Christ

be

with you
Terry Root

Book Review By Phil Royle
A Nearly Infallible History of Christianity
by Nick Page
“Being a history of 2000 years of Saints, Sinners, Idiots
and Divinely Inspired Troublemakers.”
Thus goes the front cover if this intriguing book which I recently
found in Waterstones (other bookshops are available) where I was
searching for another book. So taken was I with the title and a quick
flick through the book that I decided to fork out the £14-95 and
purchase the said tome.
It took me about four days to read through the 400+ pages and was
not only informed but entertained by the book. Nick Page is obviously
a very learned and deep-thinking person who has the knack of
explaining complicated and often dull parts from church history in a
challenging, lively and very humourous manner. Anybody who can
make Thomas Aquinas and Calvin fascinating must be a good author
in my opinion.
Every so often there are brief thumbnail sketches of important
characters in Church history and the questions are asked:Name; AKA; Nationality; Dates; Before he/she was famous; Why
does he/she matter?; Could you have a drink with him/her down at
the pub?;.
For those of us who are interested in Christianity and its origins/
history, this is a great book to have on the shelf to read through from
beginning to end but also as a point of reference. Complex ideas and
doctrines are explained in such a way that I had many sparks of
understanding of ideas I`d previously given up on ever
comprehending.
The only downside that I could find is that Nick Page has a dislike of
pipe organs, which he denigrates throughout the book – but then
again, none of us is perfect.
I recommend that you somehow get hold of this book as it will
entertain and inform; plus giving you the glow that you have studied
two millennia of Christian history.
If you have read any interesting books, please share with magazine
readers by writing a revi ew.
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Regular Activities at MMC
Mon -Fri

10.00am

Mon -Fri 9.15am
+Thurs & 1.30pm
Fri

Church Office open until 12.15pm
Preschool group-term time

Crèche

Mon

12.15pm Chat n’ Play –t erm time
to 1.15pm

Wesley Rm

Mon

1.30pm

Little Micklers –Babies to Pre school –
term time

Large Hall

Mon

6.00pm

Derwent Beavers

Large Hall

Tue

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship

Wesley Rm

Tues 1st
in month

4pm to
6pm

Messy Church - termtime

Tue

6.30pm

Red Fox Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Weds

10am to
12noon

Funtime

Wesley Rm

Weds 1st 12 noon
In month

Holy Communion followed by soup & roll
lunch

Church &
Wesley Rm

Wed

5.00pm

Dove Beavers

Wed

5.30pm 8pm

Wed

7.30pm

Wesley Guild

Wesley Rm

Thurs

6.30pm

Brown Bear Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Fri

10.00am

Drop in café - Refreshments & chat

Social Area

Fri

7.30pm

Kinder Scouts

Large Hall

Sat 1st

12noon

Lunch (except January)

Large Hall

Sat

10.00am

Fairtrade café & Traidcraft stall

Wesley Rm

2nd & 4th in
month

in month

Large Hall
Girls Brigade - Explorers/Juniors/Seniors/ Large Hall

(not every month check weekly church notices)

Diary for September 2019
.

Tues 3rd

4pm to 6pm No Messy Church until 1st October

Fri 6th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Sat 7th

12 noon

Lunches

Mon 9th

1.30pm to
3.00pm

Little Micklers returns

Tues 10th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship - Revd Gill Sharp
and Communion

Weds 11th

10.00am to
12noon

Funtime—games, puzzles, sit & chat
coffee/tea

Weds 11th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Revd Gill Sharp

Fri 13th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 17th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship Arthur Williams OBE - Plants of the Bible

Weds 18th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Fire Service Safety Precautions

Fri 20th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 24th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship Air Ambulance

Weds 25th

10.00am to
12noon

Funtime—games, puzzles, sit & chat,
coffee/tea

Weds 25th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Joan Garrett Music Matters

Fri 27th

9.15am to
12noon

Café
Opens 9.15am 4th in month

Bible study/House groups
Thursday mornings 10am 233 Ladybank Road
Thursday evenings 7.30pm at 17 Muswell Road, Mackworth
28

