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December 2019/January 2020

The mission of Mickleover Methodist Church is to develop a church family
which is continually growing in Christian faith, worship and outreach so
that all may know the love of God through Christ.

Minister - Revd Gill Sharp
Email: church.minister@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Phone: 01332 511039
Children and Families Worker - Fiona McCreddin
Email: candf.w@mickleovermethodist.org.uk

Phone: 01332 735052
Vestry Team Contact - Ray Forey
Email: ray.forey@gmail.com or Phone 01332 521218
Church Office - church.office@micklovermethodist.org.uk
Phone: 01332 735052

Church magazine
church.magazine@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Church website
www.mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Thanks to all who contribute articles for the magazine
Magazine team: Marilyn Bagworth, Liz Royle, Gill Smart,
Barbara and Geoff Smout
At present there is no charge for the magazine
but a small donation would be appreciated.

Items for February 2020 magazine by
Sunday 12th January 2020
to Liz Royle please via the Church Office or
Church Magazine email addresses above.
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Services in December 2019
Sunday School meets 1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays
at 10.00am in the room upstairs at Church.
They come into Church near the end of the service
for ‘Show and Tell’
Crèche available also on those Sunday mornings,
The 3rd Sunday morning is an interactive time of worship,
Spark to a Flame, for everybody, parallel to service in
Church.
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning services.

Sunday 1st December - 1st in Advent & World AIDS Day
10.00am Morning worship - Anna Forey
6.30pm Evening Worship - Revd Gill Sharp
Sunday 8th December - 2nd in Advent
10.00am Morning worship - Holy Communion
- Revd Gill Sharp
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Colin Emerson
Sunday 15th December - 3rd in Advent
10.00am - Morning worship – Janet Patmore
and Spark to a Flame
6.30pm Evening Worship - Holy Communion
Revd Jenny Dyer
Sunday 22nd December - 4th in Advent
10.00am Morning Worship - Phil Royle
3pm Scout Carol Service
6.30pm Evening Worship - Candlelit Carol Service
Revd Gill Sharp
Sunday 29th December - 1st of Christmas
10.00am Morning Worship - Revd Gill Sharp
No evening service

Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they
prepare and conduct their services in churches
in this Circuit during this month.

Services in January 2020
Sunday School meets 1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays
at 10.00am in the room upstairs at Church.
They come into Church near the end of the service
for ‘Show and Tell’
Crèche available also on those Sunday mornings,
The 3rd Sunday morning is an interactive time of worship, Spark
to a Flame, for everybody, parallel to service in Church.
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning services.

Sunday 5th January - 2nd of Christmas
10.00am Morning worship –Terry Root
6.30pm Evening Worship - Revd Gill Sharp
Sunday 12th January - 1st in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Covenant and Holy Communion
Revd Gill Sharp
6.30pm Evening worship - Revd Neil Draper
Sunday 19th January - 2nd in Ordinary Time
10.00am - Morning worship - Rita Wright
10.00am - Spark to a Flame in Large Hall
6.30pm Evening Worship - Covenant and Holy Communion Revd Gill Sharp
Sunday 26th January - 3rd in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning Worship - Revd Gill Sharp
6.30pm Evening Worship - Sally Jones
Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they
prepare and conduct their services in churches
in this Circuit during this month.
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From the Manse
Christmas – It’s the most wonderful
time of the year

The story starts with a young woman
called Mary being told she will have a
son and she is to call him Jesus
(Luke 1:31).
But this isn’t the beginning of the story as Matthew reminds us
(Matt 1:23) that Isaiah had prophesied that ‘The virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel’ (Is
7:14), which means God with us.
Is that the beginning of the story? or does the story start much
earlier with God’s love for all He created including humankind.
For God created humans to live in relationship with Himself, He
breathed the breath of life into them and desired to walk with
them and talk with them in the cool of the day (Gen3:8). Here
perhaps is the beginning of the story, a good beginning, a good
beginning that went wrong so quickly. How often do our good
intentions come to nothing?
The story of the baby Jesus born in a stable is a story of hope, a
story of reconciliation, a story of wonder. A story of God with us
because God loves us and desires to walk with us and talk with
us. A story of new life, a story of life to be lived in all its fullness,
a story of life everlasting. A story without end. A story we can all
be a part of, if we will allow God’s story to speak into our lives.

What’s your story? Where do you find yourself in the stories of
the bible? There have certainly been times when I’ve been like
Jonah going in the opposite direction to the one God told me to
go. There have been times when I have been like Peter,
ashamed I have not spoken up and said I know Jesus. There
have been times when my tears could have washed Jesus’ feet.
There have been times when Jesus has stretched out his hand
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and lifted me when I was sinking. There have been times
when I have been still in His presence and known that He is
God with me.

Jesus is the alpha and the omega, the first
and the last, the beginning and the end (Rev
22:13).
The story of Jesus is the most wonderful real
-life story that will ever be told and we are
invited to participate in His story, to find
ourselves anew in him.
May you have the most wonderful time this Christmas as you
open your heart to the greatest gift of all, the gift of Jesus,
Rev Gill

God with us, now and for all eternity.

Advent prayer
God, with us,
As we enter this season of longing and waiting,
bear with us a little longer;
be patient with our impatience.
You have journeyed alongside us from the beginning of time,
yet still we miss the signs of your presence.
When we are blinded by the brashness of this season:
Open our eyes to the glimpses of your glory.
When we want simple answers:
Open our minds to the hints of incarnation.
When we are deafened by our own shouting:
Open our ears to the whispers of your grace.
May we share with you in longing for restoration and renewal
and may we be watchful for the light that breaks through
the darkness of our world.
In Christ’s name. Amen
The Revd Michaela Youngson, past President of the
Methodist Conference

Fiona’s spot
As the year draws to a close and so often it becomes a time of
reflection for many of us, I found myself also looking back at
the year and reflecting on its events. It’s been quite a mixed
year for me personally, but exciting to have ended the year with
starting my new role of children and families worker here at
Mickleover. I wanted to say a huge ‘thank you’ to you all for
having been so warm and welcoming. Everything is still quite
new to me, and still a lot of ‘firsts’ yet to experience as I go
through my first cycle of the church calendar, but the kindness,
patience, help and advice I’ve received as I find my feet has
been very much appreciated!
It’s exciting to see young people and their families come into
the church and get to know the presence of God, whether its
through being a part of a family that regularly attends, or
through joining us for Messy Church, Little Micklers or one of
the many other activities that take place. I am in awe of the
amazing teams of volunteers who are literally ‘pairs of hands
for God’ and enable this to happen, helping to show people a
taste of God’s love in such very warm, welcoming, real and
practical ways. This year in addition to our Messy Church, we
joined with Littleover to offer an alternative event to Halloween
for our young people through a ‘light party’. We also gave away
‘Bags of Hope’ in the run up to this, which were well received
and shared the message of Hope we all have in Christ. I hope
we can develop this further next year!

Fittingly, I recently came across the following reflection. ‘When
we step out for God and work on the front line of the kingdom,
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the enemy wants to stop us’. In Ephesians 6, it says: ‘Be
prepared. You’re up against far more than you can handle on
your own.’ Although this passage goes on to talk about the
armour of God, I was struck by how it says ‘more than you can
handle on your own’… it was a reminder to me that we are a
team, and I am so grateful for how you work together for the
glory of Gods Kingdom.

I have also been encouraged by the support when we have
requested both items and practical help for craft and other
activities. This meant we have been able to facilitate activities
for primary school visits to the church, which has included
teams of helpers working with children from Mickleover Primary
to make angels for the church Christmas tree, and has also
been much appreciated for many other activities within the
church. For many children, this may be their first experience of
‘church’ and we all play a part in sewing seeds and sharing
Gods love.
This practicality and creativity has extended to a wonderful
team of knitters who have created some beautiful blankets and
hats and glove sets for ‘Operation Orphan’. This Christian
charity works predominantly overseas and aims to keep a child
safe ‘Where children are orphaned through a sudden disaster,
natural or manmade’ and aim ‘to ensure these children are
identified, supported and connected to a safe and loving care
structure’. They also aim to keep a child warm ‘Where orphans
and vulnerable children face winter conditions’ their ‘goal is to
provide as many children as possible with adequate clothing
and relevant support to withstand and survive the low
temperatures’. These hand made items are a real gift of love to
these children!

I look forward to the Christmas season ahead and the activities
over the Advent period. It will be good to be involved in the
Spark 2 a Flame Christmas service and to be open to what God
has planned for the season and for 2020! I feel that I still have a
lot to learn, but I’m trying to start the day by asking God what
He wants me to do. I saw a lovely (and short!) prayer recently
which I’m going to share …
‘Holy Spirit, teach me what I need to know, and remind me of it
throughout today.’

So, thank you again, for all your help and support.
Wishing you a very Blessed Christmas and New Year!
Fiona
……………………………
A time of prayer
at 8am for approximately one hour at Church.
If you are unable to come please consider
praying wherever you are during this time
Saturday 7th December
Saturday 21st December
Saturday 4th January
Saturday 18th January
Weekday Communion
on the first Wednesday of every month
a time of reflection and fellowship
at 12 noon followed by lunch consisting of soup and a roll
Wednesday 4th December
Note: Wednesday 8th January not 1st.
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Bethlehem today: a state of emergency
Walls have been in news this year, for being
built and for anniversary celebrations of the
coming down of a wall.

This is the story of modern day Bethlehem in
Palestine today - a city for peace.
Bethlehem is a living city– the home of Christians and Muslim
people, Palestinians, living side by side, in peace, The city is a mix
of old and new- a place of 22 churches, 11 mosques, yet now less
than 1.6% of the inhabitants are Christian—it used to be 20%.
For many years there has ben conflict between Israel and Palestine
In 2003 the government of Israel built slicing through Bethlehem
a high wall cutting deep into the residential areas , even
surrounding the heavily populated refugee camps, home to
Palestinians who fled what is now Israel and West Jerusalem in
1948 and 1967. Their reason for doing this is to keep the people
safe. But now there is military occupation of the city, with constant
army patrols and observation towers.
Bethlehem is in a state of captivity and economic strangulation
from which those with the means to do so, flee. There is a long
term impact on the multi cultural character that has defined the
city of Bethlehem for centuries.
Bethlehem is barely 10km from Jerusalem, the road Mary and
Joseph took from Nazareth 2000 years ago, but now the wall is a
barrier, a concrete obstacle. All visitors to Bethlehem now have to
pass through a high security check point. Those wishing to enter
Jerusalem or cross the Wall to work on their land need permits to
go through, issued rarely and often only in special circumstances.
The fertile agricultural land is neglected and in decay. The wall has
interfered with education, health care and family life. Anger,
anxiety and humiliation is created among the people. Christians in
Bethlehem living 5 miles away from Jerusalem are denied the
opportunity to practice their faith by making pilgrimages to
Jerusalem by the Israeli military authorities.
Bethlehem, as the place where according to scripture Jesus was
born should be an example of a place of peace, love, friendship
and justice for all.
Prayer: May the town where the Prince of Peace was born know
peace this Christmas. May the people of Bethlehem experience the
good news the angels promised and hope be rekindled in a
community that sees so few signs of hope. May the leaders of
Israel and Palestine know that their fates are intertwined and
pursue the difficult steps towards a just peace. Amen

Sparky’s slot
Well I've spent a happy month snuffling
through those interesting boxes I'd spotted
around church - I checked them all for
sweets and toys and cosy hats and scarves and just made
my escape in time for them to be blessed and sent off
with our love to children across the world. Good job I
hadn't fallen too fast asleep - it would have taken me ages
to shuffle back from Eastern Europe!
Now back to thinking about sharing our stories, because
everyone has a story to tell, This month at Spark to a
Flame we met 3 people from the Bible, Jethro,
Bezalel ( if you don't recognise the name, find him in
Exodus 31 - he was a very good craftsman) and the little
boy with the loaves and the fishes.
We heard how God led them to use their everyday talents
and gifts ( or their lunch) to play an important part in his
plan. There was lots of discussion, with people sharing
some of their own stories,
and lots of activity - I
enjoyed the "flapping the fish"race - and snuffling the
crumbs up under the gingerbread
decoration
table, although the crumbs did seem to have got a bit
glittery from the "making the ark" table.
An extra surprise -at the end of our service Darren came
down from the chapel to tell us his story. Wow! - some
stories are more dramatic than others! But that doesn't
matter. Everyone's story is developing day by day. That
reminds me I've heard people talking
about
marshmallows and raisins for Christingle. And I've seen
some very mysterious doors being delivered to church can't wait to see what's behind them.
Happy Snuffling
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Advent Creed by Dave Hopwood - engage worship
This is a trinitarian creed, drawing on
advent themes of waiting, quiet and
silence.

Text of creed:
We believe in God the Father, creator of heaven and earth.
The one who is full of patience,
who is not afraid of silence,
who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise.
The one who is beyond bluster and flurry,
and who does not jostle for attention.
We believe in God the Son, Saviour of creation,
who slipped into Bethlehem one night, mostly unnoticed,
who lived thirty years without headlines or hurry,
who frequently took time alone with his patient Father,
who waited for the right time to become the suffering servant,
who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers,
whose silence overpowered their words,
who died, then rose again on a quiet Sunday morning.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens, empowers, renews and refreshes,
sometimes arriving with obvious power,
sometimes with the quiet breath of a whisper.
We believe in one God
who patiently waits for us,
and who longs for us to do the same.

MICKLEOVER METHODIST CHURCH BIBLE STUDY FOR ALL
A WALK THROUGH

What is the book of Acts? Why do Christians need to study it today?
What is so important about a book written two-thousand years ago?
These are valid questions which our bible study can address.
One writer has suggested that the book of Acts is a dynamic story of
the gospel's journey from Jerusalem to Rome, a journey set in motion
by the earliest followers of the risen and ascended Jesus in the power
of the Holy Spirit. Its traditional title of, “The Acts of the Apostles”,
points to the mighty deeds (acts) performed by the first group of
twelve eyewitnesses to the ministry and resurrection of Jesus – the
apostles.
But that is not the whole story which the Book of Acts recounts. The
words of these witnesses to Jesus, words implicitly identified in the
book with the very “word of God” and which are recounted in several
extended speeches, are just as important in advancing the Christian
mission as were their acts, if not more so. Various missionaryprophets, powerful in both word and deed outside the core group of
the apostles (e.g. Stephen, Philip, Barnabas, and Paul), also play key
roles by complementing and even surpassing, as did Paul, the
contributions of the earliest apostles.
Moreover, guiding and empowering the entire missionary endeavour
described in Acts is the figure of the Holy Spirit. Some readers have
suggested that a more apt title for this New Testament book would be,
“The Acts of the Holy Spirit”. (F. Scott Spencer, Journeying through
Acts: A Literary and Cultural Reading (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson,
2004),
Yet despite the obvious importance of this New Testament book, the
Lectionary (the readings we hear in Church) uses only some verses
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from thirteen of the twenty-eight chapters it contains. This is why it is
an important source for our bible study.
So why not come along and read, learn and discuss this important
story of the birth and growth of the Church of Jesus Christ with
others who want to know more. These bible study sessions will begin
in the New Year (the exact date will be given before Christmas). We
will meet, as we did before, on Thursdays, alternately afternoon and
evenings. We will read the story together and then ask ourselves
questions concerning what Acts said to its first readers (or listeners)
and what it says to us today. These will NOT be lectures but
interactive bible studies in which everyone’s thoughts and ideas will
be valued and important.
Terry Root

Corny Christmas cracker jokes!
If athletes get athlete’s foot, what do astronauts
get? Missile toe
Did you hear about the bakery that was burgled at
Christmas? Everything was stolen
Statistics show that we’re getting stronger. 50 years ago, you
needed an estate car to hold £100 worth of Christmas
presents. 30 years ago, it took two people to carry £40 worth
of groceries. Now a five-year-old can do it.

What do you het when you cross a snowman and a shark?
Frost bite!
What goes oh.oh.oh?
Santa walking backwards
What do you have in December that you don’t have in any other
month?
The letter D
Why are pine trees bad at sewing>
Because they drop their needles!
What do you get if you cross mistletoe and a duck?
Christmas quacker

The Ghost of Christmas Past.
Christmas is upon us once more and when thinking about this, I went
back in my mind into the middle of the last century and contemplated
how I celebrated the season in those dim and distant days.
In my little town high up in the Pennines (the thousand-foot contour line
went through our house – it was a brown line through the front door,
down the hall, through the kitchen and out into the back garden!), we
had not heard about Advent and probably would not have gone along
with such a new-fangled idea. Anyway, candles were for St. Joseph`s
(RC) and St. George`s (Cof E) and had no place in the true Christendom
of Methodism!
The Christmas season started on the last weekend of November with the
“Married Ladies` Concert”. For those who can remember that far back,
think of a female Men`s Weekend but in the local dialect. The star of the
show was always Verna Wilks who, in the potted panto section, always
played the principal boy wearing very tight and clinging bright satin outfits. This would have been fine except that Verna was in her sixties, fivefoot tall in her tights and probably getting on for twenty stones in
weight. She was also notorious for never remembering any of her lines –
shades of Men`s Weekend again. These shows were hilarious and one of
the highlights of the year – Britain`s Got Talent had nothing on us.
The following week was the church Sale of Work which was the major
fundraising event of the year as well as a social occasion. The afternoon
would comprise of all the groups in the Church being responsible for a
stall and using as much innovation as possible in parting people from
their money, which in a town straddling the Yorkshire border was not a simple task at all, as we have a reputation for
being “cautious” with our money. This was followed in
the evening by a “Social” at which would be served meat
pies and if you have not eaten a Saddleworth potato pie
then you have not lived (Meat, onions, potatoes and a 1” thick crust on
top – if Yorkshire pudding is the food of the angels, then potato pie is
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the sustenance of the archangels.).
The following week would be the annual performance of “Messiah”,
when all the church choirs in the area, and anyone else who fancied a
good sing, would descend on Top Mossley Methodists ( which would
hold about 1,500 people and had the biggest organ in the town) to perform Handel`s great oratorio accompanied on the organ by Harry Mallalieu – the local piano teacher- and joined by a trumpeter from the local
brass band for “The Trumpet Shall Sound” and any other bits he fancied
joining in with.
The esteemed conductor was one Gerald Royle, my
dad, who did his best to form this rather motley crew
into a passable choir which he succeeded in doing
year after year. I sang my first “Messiah” at the age
of eight and have continued doing so up to the present. This, I think, started my love of singing (as part of a group - never
solo!) and also of classical music.
To a child, music is music no matter what label we adults try to put on it
and I am of the firm opinion that children should experience all genres
of music in order for them to widen their musical tastes. There was,
however, one notable occasion when “Messiah” was hijacked by the
town mayor to be a part of his “Mayor-making” ceremony and an outside conductor was brought in because he had “letters behind his name”,
which my dad didn`t! Halfway through the rehearsal with the great man,
my Uncle Fred, who was affronted that brother Gerald was not conducting, was heard to say in a very loud voice, “Call himself a conductor? –
he couldn`t conduct a bus! He can`t even keep up with us – he`s half a
bar behind! He`s not a patch on our Ged!”.
In subsequent years my dad took his usual place on the podium until the
final performance when we brought the roof down – literally, Luckily it
was over the balcony and nobody was hurt, but the repairs would have
been too costly and the building was demolished to make way for a
more modern (and safer) building

The final two Sundays were my favourite ones with carol singing
accompanied by a scratch orchestra comprising of string players from the
church and supplemented by brass players from
the local band. Over the two weeks we would
sing all of our favourite carols, many of which
were not in the hymnbooks but were local
compositions and dusted off every year.
Apparently, there are over 160 tunes to “Whilst
Shepherds Watched” – the original being Lydia
which we now sing to “O for a Thousand
Tongues”. Each village or even each section of
the town had their own particular tune to “Whist
Shepherds” and we could tell which area we were in by the tune being sung
(perhaps I may persuade Liz to play the “Top Mossley” tune after one of the
services at Christmas – I have a copy dating back about 100 years and it is
probably a tune originally written for brass band).
Then, on Christmas Eve, we were allowed to stay up after the Midnight
service to go around the town carol singing, with certain carols for certain
places/people, knowing that if we sang their favourite carol then more cash
would end up in our National Children`s Home and Orphanage tin.
Sometimes on our route, we would meet up with another church or one of the
brass bands and would sing with them for a few streets before going our
separate ways to sing to the folks who were on our lists.
The traditions still carry on “back home” and the local carols and tunes are
still sung. I must admit that I do miss those times and places, and miss
singing some of the older hymns/carols which have now been deemed to be
too ancient for our modern tastes. I believe there is still a place for tradition at
Christmas and our younger folks should at least be aware of the rich heritage
from which we come – after all music is music no matter what label we put
on it and is there to be enjoyed.

Happy Christmas
Phil Royle
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The Christmas Shop
A contemporary Christmas parable,
touching on Advent themes of waiting
and challenging us to consider how we
prepare themselves for Christmas.
Christmas Eve. A couple walk the aisles
of a supermarket gathering up the food
and frills for a cracking Christmas. Early on in their
travels they spot the Christmas baby and scoop that into
the trolley. Of course they must have the Christmas
baby, what is Christmas about after all? Other things get
added. Crackers, decorations, cake, mince pies, mulled
wine, turkey, stuffing, sprouts. Little by little the trolley
fills up and it’s clear there’s going to be a problem. It’s
not big enough. They um and ah for a while, shift a few
things around (“Don’t squash the Yule Log!”) and then
the solution becomes clear. Put the baby to one side
and pick it up later. Of course. No problem. Why didn’t
we think of that earlier?
Returning it to the shelf makes just enough room for one
of those embarrassing Christmas jumpers, a large box of
Quality Street and a few bits of extra tinsel. Perfect. On
into the queue then it’s wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait,
wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait,
wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait, wait...
(“We’re going to miss the repeat of the 1974 Morecambe
and Wise Christmas Show...”) then a jolly festive chat to
the check-out woman in the flashing Santa hat, load up
the bags, wheel them to the car in the trolley and off.
Christmas sorted.
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Meanwhile, at the end of the day the shelves are
cleared. Some of the stock is passed onto the food
banks. Other bits are just placed out back with the bins.
And later that night, as Christmas Eve is dying under the
glimmering stars and the sound of parties and tellies
echoes from street to street, a couple of folks of
indeterminate age wander past the supermarket skips
and hear a noise. They stop and come closer. There it
is. The Christmas baby. They scoop it up, pull off one of
their coats though the night is cold, and wrap it around
the tiny child. They scuttle to an all-night drop-in, where
a few prostitutes and homeless folks are getting festive
soup and coffee. There they nurse the child and tell the
story of the Christmas baby. And the few stragglers
kneel, coo and wonder.
Dave Hopwood - Engage worship.com
…………………………………………………………………..

Any Old Bikes?

Phil Royle

A friend of mine in the Morgan Club
has a colleague who repairs/ restores
unused bikes and then sells them with
the proceeds going to Treetops Hospice
– so far, he has raised £6,000. If you
have such a vehicle to dispose of
(perhaps Father Christmas is bringing a
new one) please let me know.

The News Quiz for 2019
1. What is a Gillet jaune?

2. The famous fashion designer Karl Lagerfield
died this year leaving his £150 million fortune to Choupette.
Who or what is Choupette?
3. In March an aeroplane left London City airport flight with
number BA3271 to Düsseldorf. Where did it land?

4. Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelensky won the Ukrainian
Presidential election in April. What was his job before the
election?
5. There was a serious fire at Notre Dame in April. Who wrote
a book in 1831 about the cathedral and to draw attention to the
restoration it then needed?
6. What is Pteridomania? The Victorians had it.
7. Blackpool Tower celebrated its 125th anniversary in May
2019. What landmark inspired it?
8. Which former member of the cabinet was named after a
battleship?
9. Which country has coins nicknamed loonie and toonie?
10. Politicians talked about red lines. What was the thin red
line?
11. What would you use a French press to make?
12. In July we were told to look out for a “Painted Lady
Summer”. What is that?
13. What were male members of the RAF allowed to grow this
year that that they have never previously been allowed?

14. What were seasiders advised to stare at to stop them
stealing chips and bothering them?
15. Which person has the following titles in other languages?
(All one person) Leading Star, The Son of the Big Boss ,
The Sun Looks at Him in a Good Way, The Helper of the Cows

16. Which territory did Donald Trump say he was interested in
buying for the US?
17. Where would you find a small copper and an Essex skipper?
22

Euro English!!!!!!
The European Commission has just announced an
agreement whereby English will be the official language of
the EU rather than German, which was the other
possibility. As part of the negotiations, Her Majesty's
government conceded that English spelling had some room
for improvement and has accepted a 5-year phase in
plan that would be known as "EuroEnglish".

In the first year, "s" will replace the soft "c". Sertainly,
this will make the sivil servantsjump with joy. The hard "c"
will be dropped in favor of the "k". This should klear up
konfusion and keyboards kan have one less letter.
There will be growing publik
enthusiasm in the sekond
year, when the troublesome" ph" will
be replaced with the "f". This will make
words like "fotograf" 20% shorter.
In the 3rd year, publik akseptanse of
the new spelling kan be expekted to
reach the stage where more komplikated changes are
possible. Governments will enkorage the removal of
double letters, which have always ben a deterent to
akurate speling. Also, al wil agre that the horible mes of
the silent "e"'s in the languag is disgracful, and they
should go away.
By the 4th yar, peopl wil be reseptiv to steps such as
replasing "th" with "z" and "w" with "v".
During ze fifz year, ze unesesary "o" kan be dropd from
vords containing "ou" and similar changes vud of kors be
aplid to ozer kombinations of leters.
After zis fifz yer, ve vil hav a reli sensibl riten styl. Zer
vil be no mor trubls or difikultis and evrivun vil find it ezi
tu understand ech ozer.
ZE DREM VIL FINALI KUM TRU!
And zen ve vil tak over ze vorld!!!

John Wesley’s principles in the 18th century
A political Manifesto for today?
John Wesley is often seen as either paying no attention
to politics or being very conservative.. It is true that Wesley did not look very often to Parliament to resolve the
issues facing the nation but that was largely because he
was disappointed in the way it functioned. After hearing
it debate he commented: ‘I had frequently heard that this was the most
venerable assembly in England. But how was I disappointed!’
However, Edmund Gibson, the Bishop of London, was shocked by what
he saw as Wesley’s attachment to ‘the rabble’. Throughout his life
Wesley campaigned for human rights in such a way that one can easily
see why the early trade union movement and the Labour party owed so
much to Methodism. There was more of the radical than the
conservative in Wesley.
What issues did John Wesley care about and write about in the 18th
century?
1. Introduce measures to help the poorest, including the living wage
2. Offer the best possible education
3.Empower individuals to feel they can make a difference
4. Promote tolerance
5. Promote equal treatment for women
6. Create a society based on values and not on profits or consumerism
7. End all forms of enslavement
8. Avoid engaging in wars
9. Avoid narrow self interest and promote a world view
10. Care for the animals with whom we share our planet
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The journey of the Magi revisited
So we got there, - eventually,
Delayed by issues at the border crossings,
strip searches, sniffer dogs, suspicious officials
flanked by hard -eyed young men totting guns.
They questioned us: Were we smugglers?
Might the costly spices we’d brought as gifts
be banned substances?
And what of the gold?
Was it to finance arms smuggling, insurrection or business bribes?
Did we stick by this fanciful and unbelievable story
about following a star?
Why didn’t we use satnavs?
Why this obsession with astrology?
“A star portending the birth of a Jewish Ruler!”
That alone nearly got us arrested.
But they let us go, their racial prejudices trumped by their conviction
that we were harmless crazies bent on a wild goose chase.
Finally, we reached journey’s end, despite
that last unnerving interview with Herod,
honey tongued, but with ill disguised murder seething in his eyes.
Was it all worth it to discover by starlight
a poor couple’s boy child in a tiny shack?
Well, let me say this: On our first entering in
we glimpsed majesty in his piercing gaze,
an awesome moment compelling worship.
He needed no court flunkies,
no smooth talking press secretary,
no trumpets, hype, or cameras.
A human child, he manifested a wisdom welling from the depths of
the eternal silence.
Here, we sensed, we had touched divinity;
Now for us life would never be the same.
Home we went another way and found another life.

Don Dowling - engageworship.com
With apologies to T.S. Eliot.
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Across

1 ‘The blind receive sight, the — walk’ (Luke 7:22) (4)
3 Got (Philippians 3:12) (8)
8 Leave out (Jeremiah 26:2) (4)
9 Castigated for using dishonest scales (Hosea 12:7) (8)
11 Weighty (1 John 5:3) (10)
14 ‘Now the serpent was more — than any of the wild animals the
Lord God had made’ (Genesis 3:1) (6)
15 ‘Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot -God’ (Romans 8:8)
(6)
17 Because Israel lacked one of these, tools had to be sharpened by the
Philistines (1 Samuel 13:19) (10)
20 In his vision of the two eagles and the vine, this is how Ezekiel described the latter (Ezekiel 17:8) (8)
21 Rite (anag.) (4)
22 Nine gigs (anag.) (8)
23 ‘The eye cannot say to the — , “I don’t need you”’ (1 Corinthians
12:21) (4)
Down
1 ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t — — , and don’t stop anywhere in the
plain!’ (Genesis 19:17) (4,4)
2 Principal thoroughfare (Numbers 20:19) (4,4)
4 ‘The tax collector... beat his — and said, “God have mercy on me, a
sinner”’ (Luke 18:13) (6)
5 ‘The zeal of the Lord Almighty will — this’ (2 Kings 19:31) (10)
6 ‘The day of the Lord is — for all nations’ (Obadiah 15) (4)
7 Specified day (Acts 21:26) (4)
10 Deadly epidemic (Deuteronomy 32:24) (10)
12 Roman Catholic church which has special ceremonial rights (8)
13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10) (8)
16 In his speech to the Sanhedrin, Stephen described Moses as
‘powerful in speech and — ’ (Acts 7:22) (6)
18 ‘Although he did not remove the high places, — heart was fully
committed to the Lord all his life’ (1 Kings 15:14) (4)
19 Tribe (Deuteronomy 29:18) (4)

Answers to the News Quiz of 2019
1. A Gillet jaune is the yellow reflective vest French drivers have to carry
by law in their cars. It became associated with protest.
2. Choupette is a cat, a very rich cat..
3. It landed in Edinburgh by mistake.
4. He was a comedian.
5. The Hunchback of Notre-Dame by Victor Hugo
6. Love of ferns.
7. Eiffel Tower in Paris
8. Penny Mordaunt was named after the Arethusa-class
cruiser HMS Penelope
9. Canada. The loonie is the type of bird featured on the dollar coin.
Toonie refers to the two-dollar coin.
10. The Thin Red Line refers to an episode in the Battle of
Balaklava during the Crimean War. Around 500 men of the 93rd
(Sutherland Highlanders), aided by a small force of 100 walking wounded,
40 detached Guardsmen, and supported by a substantial force
of Turkish infantrymen, led by Sir Colin Campbell, fired at
the Russian cavalry.
11. Coffee
12. Lots of butterflies.
13. Beards.
14. Seagulls
15. HRH Prince Charles
16.Greenland. It was not for sale.

17. They are butterflies .
Answers to crossword
ACROSS: 1, Lame. 3, Obtained. 8, Omit. 9, Merchant. 11, Burdensome.
14, Crafty. 15, Please. 17, Blacksmith. 20, Splendid. 21, Tier. 22, Singeing.
23, Hand.
DOWN: 1, Look back. 2, Main road. 4, Breast. 5, Accomplish. 6, Near. 7,
Date. 10, Pestilence. 12, Basilica. 13, Tethered. 16, Action. 18, Asa’s. 19,
Clan.
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Regular Activities at MMC
Mon - Fri 10.00am

Church Office open until 12.15pm

Mon - Fri 9.15am to Preschool group - term time
12.15pm
Thurs & 12.45pm
Fri
to 3.45pm

Crèche

Mon

12.15pm Chat n’ Play – term time
to 1.15pm

Wesley Rm

Mon

1.30pm

Little Micklers – Babies to Pre school –
term time

Large Hall

Mon

6.00pm

Derwent Beavers

Large Hall

Tues

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship

Wesley Rm

Tues 1st
in month

4.00pm to Messy Church - term time
6.00pm

Tues

6.30pm

Weds

10.00am Funtime
to 12noon

2nd & 4th in
month

Weds 1st 12 noon
In month

Red Fox Cub Scouts

Holy Communion followed by soup & roll
lunch

Large Hall
Wesley Rm

Church &
Wesley Rm

Weds
Weds

Dove Beavers
5.00pm
5.30pm to Girls Brigade - Explorers/Juniors/Seniors
8.30pm

Large Hall
Large Hall

Weds

7.30pm

Wesley Guild

Wesley Rm

Thurs

6.30pm

Brown Bear Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Fri

10.00am

Drop in café - Refreshments & chat

Social Area

Fri

7.30pm

Kinder Scouts

Large Hall

Sat 1st

12noon

Lunch (except January)

Large Hall

in month

Diary for December 2019
Tues 3rd

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Revd Gill Sharp

Tues 3rd

4.00pm

Christmas Messy Church

Weds 4th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Member’s evening

Fri 6th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 10th

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Jill Harrington
Bells

Weds 11th

10.00am to
12noon

Funtime - games, puzzles, sit & chat,
coffee/tea

Weds 11th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild– Quiz and party

Fri 13th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Sat 14th

7pm

Pathfinders

Tues 17th

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Carol service

Fri 20th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Bible study/House groups
Thursday mornings 10am 233 Ladybank Road
Thursday evenings 7.30pm at 17 Muswell Road, Mackworth
30

Fri 3rd

10.00am to
12noon

Sat 4th

No Café
No Lunches - next lunch 1st February

Tues 7th

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Revd Gill Sharp

Tues 7th

4.00pm

No Messy Church - next one 5th February

Weds 8th

10.00am to
12noon

Funtime - games, puzzles, sit & chat,
coffee/tea

Weds 8th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Peter Branson
Stars in their eyes

Fri 10th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 14th

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - John Matthews
Sing a-long with John

Weds 15th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Jo Howie
Susanna Wesley House

Fri 17th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 21st

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Members
Norah’s thing

Weds 22nd

10.00am to
12noon

Funtime - games, puzzles, sit & chat,
coffee/tea

Weds 22nd

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Ann Pocklington
The room with a view

Fri 24th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 28th

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - tba

Weds 29th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Janet Fisher
My favourite poetry

Fri 31st

9.15am 12noon

Café - Opens 9.15am 4th in month

.

Covenant services
Sunday 12th January - 1st in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Covenant and Holy Communion
Revd Gill Sharp
Sunday 19th January - 2nd in Ordinary Time
6.30pm Evening Worship - Covenant and Holy Communion Revd Gill Sharp
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2020
18 – 25 January
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