Mickleover
Methodist
Church

We are on a journey, a journey towards the
light that is God

February 2020

The mission of Mickleover Methodist Church is to develop a church family
which is continually growing in Christian faith, worship and outreach so
that all may know the love of God through Christ.

Minister - Revd Gill Sharp
Email: church.minister@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Phone: 01332 511039
Children and Families Worker - Fiona McCreddin
Email: candf.w@mickleovermethodist.org.uk

Phone: 01332 735052
Vestry Team Contact - Ray Forey
Email: ray.forey@gmail.com or Phone 01332 521218
Church Office - church.office@micklovermethodist.org.uk
Phone: 01332 735052
Church magazine
church.magazine@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Church website
www.mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Circuit Office - office@derbymethodists.org.uk
Thanks to all who contribute articles for the magazine
Magazine team: Marilyn Bagworth, Liz Royle, Gill Smart,
Barbara and Geoff Smout
At present there is no charge for the magazine
but a small donation would be appreciated.

Items for March 2020 magazine by
Sunday 16th February 2020
to Liz Royle please via the Church Office or
Church Magazine email addresses above.
2

Services in February 2020
Sunday School meets 1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays
at 10.00am in the room upstairs at Church.
They come into Church near the end of the service
for ‘Show and Tell’
Crèche available also on those Sunday mornings,
The 3rd Sunday morning is an interactive time of worship,
Spark to a Flame, for everybody, parallel to service in Church.
Refreshments are available after Sunday morning services.

Sunday 2nd February– 4th in Ordinary Time
10.00am Morning worship - Richard Horth
6.30pm Evening Worship - Revd Gill Sharp Healing and Wholeness

Sunday 9th February—Racial Justice Sunday
10.00am Morning worship - Holy Communion
Revd Gill Sharp
Speaker– Richard Dawson - Safe Families
6.30pm Evening worship - Matthew Cadden-Hyde
Sunday 16th February - 6th in Ordinary Time
10.00am - Morning worship – Anna Forey
10.00am Spark to a Flame in the Large Hall
6.30pm Evening Worship - Revd Ted Ager
Sunday 23rd February - Sunday before Lent
10.00am Morning Worship - All Age Worship
Café Church - Revd Gill Sharp
6.30pm Evening Worship - Holy Communion
Revd Gill Sharp
Please remember all the preachers in your prayers, as they
prepare and conduct their services in churches
in this Circuit during this month.

From the Manse

Draw near to God and he will draw
near to you. James 4:8 (ESV)
Drawing near to God on a daily basis is vital to our spiritual wellbeing. Taking time to draw near to God is time well spent. Time
spent in prayer at the start of a day sets us off on the right way,
God’s way. In prayer we connect and communicate with God, it
is the heart of our relationship with God. There are many ways
to pray.
Labyrinths have been used for prayer and reflection for
thousands of years, they are ancient pathways found across the
world. A labyrinth has only one path that always leads to the
centre… if you stay on the path you cannot get lost.
There is something in the twists and turns of the labyrinth path
that touches the twists and turns in our lives. Its winding path
seems to help us unwind, slow down and be inwardly observant
and pay attention to the promptings of our hearts - to let go and
rest in God.
Finger labyrinths can be used for prayerful reflection when it is
not possible to walk a full-sized labyrinth.
Praying with a Finger Labyrinth
(from www.pilgrimpaths.co.uk)
Sit comfortably, be still and gently pray: I place myself in your
presence O Lord, my God.
When you are ready… slowly trace the labyrinth path with a
finger, use a finger on the hand that you do not write with, just
let your thoughts come to the surface and let them flow… Jesus
is with you every step of the way, you are never alone. You are
always loved by God.
When you reach the centre...consider your thoughts…
...stay in the centre for a while and spend some time in prayer
and reflection receiving God’s love and blessing.
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When you are ready... return along the same path… return
gratefully, prayerfully … you might like to sing or say aloud a line
from the psalms or a favourite hymn.
As you exit the labyrinth give thanks and praise to God.

Drawing near to God with others is also a vital part of our prayer
life. After Pentecost the believers ‘devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer’ (Acts 2:42).
Join us for prayer on alternate Saturday mornings at 8am in
church. This is a time when we draw near to God, bringing our
church and community prayerfully before him, seeking his
guidance. It is a wonderful way to start the day and time well
spent.

A time of prayer
at 8am for approximately one hour at Church.
If you are unable to come please consider
praying wherever you are during this time
Saturday 15th February
Saturday 29th February

Weekday Communion
on the first Wednesday of every month
a time of reflection and fellowship
at 12 noon followed by lunch consisting of soup and a roll
Next date: Wednesday 5th February 2020
………………………………………………………………………...

Sally Jones invites you to

Pray with the Gospel
A series of four sessions exploring ways to pray
To be held in the church on Friday mornings
at 10.30am for 30-40 minutes.
Starts 7th February 2020

Refreshments afterwards in the Café
Everyone welcome!
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Main points from Church Council meeting 22nd October 2019
•

Naomi Norman appointed as Church Administrator

•

Very urgent need for a Church Council Secretary. John Spray
will put together the agenda for meetings so request is for a
minutes secretary.

•

Leadership Team points discussed at their away day on Saturday 19th
October 2019 centred on Publicity and Communications, recruitment of
two further stewards, variety of worship, pastoral and teaching, new
avenues for service within our community and opportunities that exist for
us with the new housing developments. Some of the communication
issues would be resolved now Naomi is working in the office. Our new
presbyter in training, Sally Jones will, as part of her course work be
organising some form of event on the new housing estates. The team also
agreed that the Children & Families Worker (CFW) should attend their
meetings

•

Significant response November 2018 for increased giving. resulting in a
much improved financial position at the year-end. Also the improving
position on organisations hiring the premises on a long term basis and the
lower amount spent on maintenance of the church buildings has helped.

•

Business Team looking for a gardener to work in the garden
Cottage Fund sub group proposed - 1) replacing the AV system for the
Church, Wesley Room and installing a screen in the Large Hall.
2) Kitchen Committee to obtain two quotes for the complete
refurbishment of the kitchen in July/August 2020.
Proposals accepted by Church Council

•

Fiona ,CFW, meeting groups in the Church to understand how the Church
works.. She is also getting to know Mickleover, has met with other
CFW’s at Littleover and All Saints, Mickleover.,visited local schools with
the “Open the Book” team and is developing her ideas for new initiatives
within the Church.

•

Circuit news: report on Marriage and Relationships the subject of an open
meeting for the whole Circuit held on November 28th at Ashbourne Road
Church.
Dates of future meetings:
Tuesday 11th February 2020 and 16th June 2020, both at
7.30pm.

It Ain`t Necessarily So….
On a number of occasions recently, Church members
from Mickleover and elsewhere have spoken to me with
regard to either my magazine articles or something I
have said in a sermon. Their comments have been along the lines of “I
thought that I was the only person to think that and that what I had
personally believed was not acceptable.” They had felt that an
expression of their views would not be welcomed.
Within our Methodist Church, there is a very wide range of belief and
opinion, and I am grateful that this is so, believing it to be one of our
strengths. It would appear, though, that many people within our
congregations are not aware of the diversity of views within
Methodism and the Church in general. If this is so within our
congregations, how much more must this view be held by those
outside the Church-going community?
I read in the press (including the Methodist Recorder) and hear within
the media, all sorts of things about the Church which are not
completely true. Examples of this are that we oppose contraception,
oppose the legality of termination of pregnancy no matter what the
circumstances, we do not have any respect for other belief systems
and are opposed to any form of science. All of which may be true for
parts of the Church Universal and for groups/individuals within it, but
it does not encompass all of Christianity.
I am rapidly coming to the conclusion that the falling numbers within
our churches is due to these misconceptions and that this is a matter
which needs to be urgently addressed. We are constantly being
challenged by the Connexion and District to encourage others to come
to Church with campaigns such as “Bring A Friend To Church” and
so on. I must admit that, very often, I would feel unable to do this
because of what they may encounter when they set foot through the .
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doors of some churches.
We live in a world where we are surrounded by very high levels of
education, and this carries on throughout life where there are
excellent TV programmes on Cosmology, Natural History,
Geography and History but yet, we expect people to come into our
Churches and to believe in talking snakes, people living for several
days inside a fish and seven of every species being taken on board a
boat and so on. I have to admit that there are some services in
various churches where I would not feel able to take a friend along as
it would be giving a wrong impression of the wider Church, and
would probably result in that person never setting foot in a church
again !
Although literal beliefs are held by many within the Church, and I
respect the fact that our opinions differ, I think that there is now a
more liberal and open-minded attitude held by the majority. It seems,
however, that the more conservative wing is much more vocal and
better organised in putting their opinions over to the media.
There are Churches in all denominations who advertise the fact that
they are in the conservative evangelical tradition, and I applaud them
for this, as people attending know what to expect. I think that there is
also a place for the more liberal-minded churches to openly state
their case so that Christians of that persuasion know that there are
congregations where they will not feel as though their views are
unacceptable. If this were the case, then I would hope that more
Church members would feel more able to invite friends and family
along to explore their beliefs and to explore the Bible as an exciting
set of inspired writings containing a great many truths which may not
always be facts.

Briefly to explain what I see as the difference between fact and
truth. A fact is something which has overwhelming evidence in its
favour, whereas a truth is something which we may believe to be
so. For example, I cannot believe as a fact that the universe took
only six days to complete, but I believe there is a truth behind the
story that there is a loving Creator who cares for and loves that
creation. I have difficulty in accepting that Jesus was the result of
a virgin birth, but believe that in the person of Jesus was a
revelation of the divine, which to me is a truth. A difficult concept,
but I hope that has given something of an explanation of my
thoughts.
I would look forward to seeing churches which would have as
their reason for being “A church which brings the love of Christ
into the community and where faith is openly explored and
shared.”
I share these thoughts in the hope that they may become part of a
wider discussion, and that our Church may be a place where all
views are respected and can be openly explored within an openminded and caring environment. As always, this magazine
encourages discussion and comments, either in agreement or
otherwise, would be welcomed. Please share your thoughts with
others through these pages.
Phil Royle

Wide differences of opinion in matters of religious,
political, and social belief must exist if conscience and intellect alike are
not to be stunted,
if there is to be room for healthy growth.
Theodore Roosevelt
Difference of opinion is helpful in religion.
Thomas 10
Jefferson

MICKLEOVER METHODIST CHURCH BIBLE STUDY FOR ALL
A WALK THROUGH THE BOOK OF ACTS

What is the book of Acts? Why do Christians need to study it today?
What is so important about a book written two-thousand years ago?
These are valid questions which our bible study can address.
We will meet, as we did before, on Thursdays, alternately afternoon
and evenings. We will read the story together and then ask
ourselves questions concerning what Acts said to its first readers (or
listeners) and what it says to us today. These will NOT be lectures
but interactive bible studies in which everyone’s thoughts and ideas
will be valued and important.
Actual dates and times in weekly Church notices.
Terry Root
…………………………………………………
Retiring collection for February Women’s Centre Derby
The centre is a leading provider of support services for women in Derby
and Derbyshire. The services tie into our vision of empowering women to
lead independent lives.
The main aims and objectives are: improving physical and mental
wellbeing; boosting confidence and self- esteem; facilitating selfdevelopment, and reducing poverty and economic inequalities.
This is done through a range of services, including counselling, support
groups, support services and courses and workshops. Trust and
confidentiality is hugely important to us, especially given the vulnerability of
some of the women who seek our support.

My Experience at 3Generate 2019 by Dot Thompson
3Generate is the annual Methodist Church weekend
assembly for children and young people aged 8-23. At the
event, children and young people voice their views on a
variety of topics that mostly they have chosen for
themselves. Their voices are captured in a number of ways – through
art, the written word and observations of those facilitating the activities.
In a careful process of prayerful discernment, the material is put
together to create the 3Generate manifesto for the coming year which
then leads to calls to action for the whole Methodist Church.
Having enjoyed Spring Harvest and New Wine I was well aware how
important the volunteers are, indeed these events could not take place
without them. There is also the spiritual, physical and emotional benefit
of such gatherings for young people who may not have a circle of
Christian friends in their churches or schools.

There are all sorts of roles for volunteers to fill, and you have a good
deal of preferential choice, but seeing as it was all completely new to
me I decided to let 3Generate place me where they thought best. You
have to have an up to date DBS safeguarding certificate but that was
not a problem as Meryl, our safeguarding officer, helps you sort that
out.
Andy Woodcock also volunteered in the same way. Andy Moore
registered as a Group Leader to take Jessie, Jorico, Kaiyan and their
friend Tom from Messy Church. Volunteers go free and so do group
leaders and all our meals and accommodation are provided.
Andy and I arrived at Pontins in Southport on Friday lunchtime to
register, collect our 3Generate tee shirts and hoodies and help set
everything up ready for the arrival of the delegates at 7pm. There are
several venues to cover the worship and activities catering for 1,500
people with such a big age range, so it was a case of all hands to the
pump!

On registration everyone is given a wrist band, different colours for
different age groups, as some discussion topics are only relevant and
suitable for older age groups and it’s an easy and quick way to check.
I was assigned to steward in the Lunar venue, a large auditorium with a
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stage and dance floor, and Andy was on the team selling the 3Generate
merchandise.
I soon got to know my fellow stewards and the leader, who was responsible for the safety and smooth running of everything that went on in that
venue from 8am – 11.15pm, an awesome task! My role confined me to
that venue as it was used all day but I loved it and its surprising how
quickly the time passed. The volunteers were a mix of ages but we all
got on so well and helped each other. It was a privilege to be part of the
team and interact with the young people. It was a long day from breakfast at 7.15 followed by a service for helpers at 8am, before the activities
started, and another service at 11.15pm at the end of the dsy but its surprising where your energy comes from.
I helped prepare the venue space, for the different activities and welcomed people in, guiding them with a very big sponge pointy fingered
hand in time with the music. I had to laugh at myself. I made sure walkways were kept clear and that people were behaving responsibly and
were kept safe. We made sure everyone had what they needed but we
were able to be part of what was going on. On Saturday evening I had to
mingle on the dance floor with the pop and rap music but it was great.
Stewarding in other venues and activities is much more relaxed, with a
much shorter day.
There was worship accompanied by OneSound, a top Christian music
group and the IDMC gospel choir and performances by the National
Methodist Brass Band. The B Tales drama group shared the good news
in a modern and exciting way and Ice and Fire dramatised true human
rights stories. Lily Jo sang pop songs with Christian lyrics for the younger ones to dance to and Guvna B provided modern Christian rap songs
for the older ones but both gave wonderful testimonies in between the
songs which really encouraged me because they were sharing their love
of Jesus with an age group which our churches find it hard to reach.
There were craft activities, storytelling, outdoor sports, music workshops
and entertainment in different venues for different age groups and provision is made for all with special needs.
We would very much like to take a bigger group next year, perhaps from
the circuit, when it will be held at the NEC to accommodate the growing
numbers. The dates are 30th Oct – 1st Nov 2020.
Would you give some thought to taking a group or volunteering to steward? It’s such fun, very rewarding and keeps you young at heart.

Crossword Clues
Across
8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8)
9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) (3)
10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of Esdras and the Maccabees are
part of it (9)
11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2)
13 Clay pit (anag.) (7)
16 Went to (John 4:46) (7)
19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to — your
bodies as living sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5)
14

22 David’s plea to God concerning those referred to in 14 Down: ‘On — —
let them escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7)
24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1)
25 How the book of Ezekiel refers to God more than 200 times (Ezekiel 2:4)
(9,4)
Down
1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6)
2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in battle by the Philistines (1
Samuel 4:11) (6)
3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8)
4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but — him as if he were your
father’ (1 Timothy 5:1) (6)
5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4)
6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4)
7 God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning grain offerings: ‘ — salt to
— your offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3)
12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1)
14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they are always — to harm
me’ (Psalm 56:5) (8)
15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to life a widow’s son in Nain
(Luke 7:16) (3)
16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6)
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t rescued from the cistern
where he was imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6)
18 What the prophets do to a wall, with whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10, RSV)
(4,2)
20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6)
21 Noah was relieved when the flood waters continued to — (Genesis 8:5)
(6)
23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority to do this to diseases
(Luke 9:1) (4)
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Pass it on: the Bible verse that matters to me
This is a Bible Society campaign to encourage people to share
words from Scripture that have touched their lives and for people to pass on verses
to their friends, family and to the next generation, in order to demonstrate the power
and impact of the Bible and spur on others in their faith.
We hear how the Bible has shaped people’s lives and actions through God
speaking to them, how certain verses have brought them comfort when life was
tough, how a particular passage guided them through a difficult decision or simply
how Scripture helped them find joy in the most unlikely places. These stories can
inspire us to return to the Bible afresh. They can strengthen our faith and spur us
on. When we share our experiences of the Bible with others, we can ‘encourage
one another and build one another up.’ (1 Thessalonians 5.11)
Read John 1.14 How can Jesus help us to live with joy, love and hope – and share
that with others?
Read Hebrews 4.12 What part can we play in keeping God’s word ‘living and
active’?
We only have the Bible today because it was passed on to us by others. We give
thanks for the Bible; for the way God can speak to us through his word, and for the
hope, challenge and encouragement we find in its pages. We ask God to
challenge us on our role in keeping his word ‘living and active’, and pray that Jesus
will be our inspiration as we pass on the verse that matters to us.
Think about a particular verse, passage or story that matters to you. You might
want to think about where you first read or heard the verse What has it meant to
you in your life – was there an event, person or time in your life that it related to?
Why that verse is especially important Why you want to pass that verse onto
others
Proverbs 3.5-6
It was a verse my grandfather gave to me repeatedly. Almost every time I left his
house, he would say it to me. Over the years this verse, framed within a life of
wisdom, has comforted, challenged and rebuked me. In part, I owe my love for the
Bible to my grandfather; it was his legacy to me.
Paul Williams, Chief Executive of Bible Society
I would like to encourage you to share your Bible verses that matter to you and
why you have chosen them with other readers of this magazine.
Marilyn Bagworth

Lent begins at the end of February, so this may be useful in helping us to
prepare. By the Rev John Tyler.—parishpump.co.uk
Lent – a good time to deepen your prayer life
Lent is a time to take stock of ourselves spiritually. This includes setting
aside extra time for prayer. Here are some helpful things to remember as
you settle down to it:
People have been praying since Adam had a grandson named Enosh. The
Bible tells us (Genesis 4:26) that it was during his days when ‘men began to
call on the name of the Lord’. They have been doing it ever since.
People have had their prayers answered by God since Genesis, too. But if
you want to read some beautiful prayers – and answers to them, browse
through the Psalms. Again and again the psalmist writes: “the Lord heard
my cry”.
So – what do you need to bring to prayer? Just the tiniest amount of faith
that God is even there.... Jesus assures us that even faith as big as a tiny
mustard seed will be effective.
What gives you the right to come before Almighty God? Jesus does. The
Bible is clear that “there is one mediator between God and men, the man
Jesus Christ”. (1 Timothy 2:5)
The Bible makes clear that God does not stand on ceremony – in fact, He
prefers our personal, spontaneous prayers. Jesus was very matter of fact
about it: “When you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret,
will reward you.” (Matthew 6:6)
The Bible assures us that prayer will bring us good things: “we may receive
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need”. (Hebrews 4:16)
Above all, prayer must be made with a pure heart. “If I had cherished sin in
my heart, the Lord would not have listened.” (Psalm 66:18) That simply
means that if you know you are doing something wrong, and intend to keep
right on doing it, don’t waste your time praying.
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Finally, what can be the results of your prayers this Lent? Well, here are
seven, for starters....
1. Joy and deep happiness. (John 16:24)
2. Relief from your worry, stress and tension (Philippians 4:6,7)
3. Wisdom and more mental clarity (James 1:5,6)
4. Protection and deliverance from temptations (Matthew 26:41)
5. An ability to share the Good News of Jesus to other people (Matthew
9:38)
6. Strength to persevere when you feel under spiritual attack
(Ephesians 6:18)
7. A growing thankfulness to God, who is worthy of all glory (Revelation
4:11)
…………………………………………………………

Psalm 23 Garden coming to RHS Chelsea
The Bible Society have announced that Psalm 23 will be brought to
life at the RHS Chelsea Flower show in May 2020.
The Psalm 23 Garden, designed by Sarah Eberle, will offer visitors
the chance “to stop, reflect, and feel refreshed. The Bible Society
said: “This powerful psalm, with its visual imagery of green
pastures, still waters and the valley of the shadow of death, just
cries out to be turned into a garden.
After the Show, the garden will find a permanent home at the
Winchester Hospice in Hampshire, where it will be a blessing to
patients and families.”

A CRABBIT OLD WOMAN - Contributed by Willis Hall
What do you see nurse, what do you see?
Are you thinking when you are looking at me–
A crabbit old woman, not very wise,
Uncertain of habit, with far-away eyes,
Who dribbles her food and makes no reply
When you say in a loud voice - "I do wish you’d try."
Who seems not to notice the things that you do,
And forever is losing a stocking or shoe.
Who unresisting or not, lets you do as you will,
With bathing and feeding, the long day to fill.
Is that what you are thinking, is that what you see?
Then open your eyes, nurse, you’re not looking at me.
I’ll tell you who I am as I sit here so still;
As I use at your bidding, as I eat at your will,
I’m a small child of ten with a father and mother,
Brother and sisters, who love one another.
A young girl of sixteen with wings on her feet,
Dreaming that soon now a lover she’ll meet;
A bride soon at twenty - my heart gives a leap,
Remembering the vows that I promised to keep;
At twenty-five now I have young of my own,
Who need me to build a secure, happy home;
A woman of thirty, my young now grow fast,
Bound to each other with ties that should last;
At forty, my young sons have grown and are gone,
But my man’s beside me to see I don’t mourn;
At fifty once more babies play round my knee,
Again we know children, my loved one and me.
Dark days are upon me, my husband is dead,
I look at the future, I shudder with dread,
For my young are all rearing young of their own,
And I think of the years and the love that I’ve known.
I’m an old woman now and nature is cruel –
’Tis her jest to make old age look like a fool.
The body it crumbles, grace and vigour depart,
Not a crabbit old woman, look closer - see ME !
There is now a stone where I once had a heart;
But inside this old carcase a young girl still dwells,
And now and again my battered heart swells.
I remember the joys, I remember the pain,
And I’m loving and living life over again.
I think of the years all too few - gone too fast,
And accept the stark fact that nothing can last.
So open your eyes, nurse, open and see
Not a crabbit old woman, look closer - see ME !
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The poem was in fact written by a nurse, Phyllis McCormack in 1966
and not by "A Crabbit Old Woman". According to her son the poem
was only intended for the hospital newsletter, she submitted it
anonymously with the title "Look Closer Nurse".
The poem took on a life of its own. To the extent that it has not only
become a legend within health and social care circles but it has also,
over the years, found itself on the English curriculum for students and
become a topic of discussion online, drawing comparisons with other
literary works.
It highlights the importance of maintaining the dignity of the lives of
the elderly, not just as patients in a hospital, but for all older people
and for that alone it deserves to continue to be shared for the next 50
years.
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
Safe Families for Children
Safe Families UK is a national Christian charity working hand in hand
with children’s services in local governments. When a crisis strikes a
family with children, it effects can be devastating and some families can
be isolated with no one to help them. Safe Families provides support for
such families whilst their issues are being resolved.
Richard Dawson is the local representative working for this organisation
and interacts with Derby City Council to provide action and support to the
families who have been referred to them. He will talk about the charity at
Sunday morning service 9th February
There are different ways in which people can support these families:
i) Resource Friends – providing equipment as and when needed and
Revd. Gill asked the question if this is something we could do as a
Church.
ii) Commit to helping the families to doing things themselves with people
there for support.
iii) Host homes – providing space and security for children in cases of
emergency/necessity.
Prayer underpins all the work at Safe Families.
Safe Families believe every child needs to be loved and secure so that
they can thrive. Ultimately Safe Families aims to reduce the burden on
children’s services with more families receiving support from their
community.

We have an extra day in February, and it is
right at the end, just as winter gives way to
spring.
The Leap Year
The calendar, one year in four
Gives February a little more
An extra day! We must be sure!
To wisely use these hours
The weather, not as bitter cold;
The garden weeds have gained no hold;
The early bulbs start to unfold
We welcome crocus flowers!
The sun bestows a little warmth
The winds turn from the bitter north
It is the time to sally forth
From winter sanctuary!
Tis early spring, season sublime
So hearken to my little rhyme Enjoy the little extra time
You have in February!

By Nigel Beeton—parish pump.co.uk
DOWN:
1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec. 7, Add
all. 12, CBI. 14, Plotting. 15, Awe. 16, Vanish. 17, Starve. 18, Daub it. 20,
Furrow. 21, Recede. 23, Cure.
Crossword ansers
ACROSS:
8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi. 13, Typical. 16,
Visited. 19, Offer. 22, No account. 24, RAC. 25, Sovereign Lord.
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Regular Activities at MMC
Mon - Fri 10.00am

Church Office open until 12.15pm

Mon - Fri 9.15am to Preschool group - term time
12.15pm
Thurs & 12.45pm
Fri
to 3.45pm

Crèche

Mon

12.15pm Chat n’ Play – term time
to 1.30pm

Wesley Rm

Mon

1.30pm to Little Micklers – Babies to Pre school –
3pm
term time

Large Hall

Mon

6.00pm

Derwent Beavers

Large Hall

Tues

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship

Wesley Rm

Tues 1st
in month

4.00pm to Messy Church - term time
6.00pm

Tues

6.30pm

Weds

10.00am Funtime
to 12noon

2nd & 4th in
month

Weds 1st 12 noon
In month

Red Fox Cub Scouts

Holy Communion followed by soup & roll
lunch

Large Hall
Wesley Rm

Church &
Wesley Rm

Weds
Weds

Dove Beavers
5.00pm
5.30pm to Girls Brigade - Explorers/Juniors/Seniors
8.30pm

Large Hall
Large Hall

Weds

7.30pm

Wesley Guild

Wesley Rm

Thurs

6.30pm

Brown Bear Cub Scouts

Large Hall

Fri

10.00am

Drop in café - Refreshments & chat

Social Area

Fri

7.30pm

Kinder Scouts

Large Hall

Sat 1st

12noon

Lunch (except January)

Large Hall

in month

Sat 1st

12noon

Lunches

Tues 4th

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Revd Gill Sharp

Tues 4th

4pm to 6pm

Messy Church—Holy Habit– Serving

Weds 5th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Members evening—
Favourite Holidays

Fri 7th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 11th

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Barbara Daykin MBE
When I survey the wondrous Cross

Weds 12th

10.00am to
12noon

Funtime - games, puzzles, sit & chat,
coffee/tea

Weds 12th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Revd David Leese
Unauthorised History of Methodism through
postcards

Fri 14th

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 18th

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Half term -no meeting

Weds 19th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Anna Forey
Lilies of the Field

Fri 21st

10.00am to
12noon

Café

Tues 25th

2.15pm

Women’s Fellowship - Danini Chellis
‘Gently does it’

Weds 26th

10.00am to
12noon

FuntimeFuntime - games, puzzles, sit & chat,
coffee/tea

Weds 26th

7.30pm

Wesley Guild - Ray Gumbley
Entitlement to Help

Fri 31st

9.15am 12noon

Café - Opens 9.15am 4th in month
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