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This week the Government has announced further easing of restrictions
to commence on July 4th. Does it fill you with excitement or dread? Do
you see the opportunities or the dangers? Both are real and we are all
probably filled with a mixture of emotions at this time, relief for some,
excitement at being able to be closer to family, see more friends, yet
fearful of the risk of the virus spreading again, still fearful for family and
friends who are vulnerable, especially those shielding.
Boris Johnson also announced was that ‘places of worship will be able to
open for prayer and services – including weddings with a maximum of 30
people, all subject to social distancing’. We welcome the news that
churches will be able to re-open soon but we need to proceed with care,
putting the safety of all first, because as Boris said ‘the virus has not gone
away’.
In The Methodist Church’s advice on re-opening church buildings it says
‘It should be borne in mind though that the reopening of our Church
buildings is not mandatory, but remains the responsibility of Managing
Trustees to decide, perhaps working with Circuits or Districts to develop
phased approaches to suit their local situations and priorities.’
More detailed advice from The Methodist Church concerning opening
churches for services is expected after the Methodist Conference 2020
which runs from Thursday 25th June to Wednesday 1st July. Many sessions
from Conference, which is meeting online this year, are being live
streamed. There are ‘fringe’ events with guests speakers as well as the
business sessions so why not join Conference this year; for more
information on the Conference programme, the daily agenda and live
streaming go to https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodistconference/conference-2020/
As we journey on through these strange times, seeking to go where God
would have us go, let us remember that Jesus is with us and although he
told his followers to ‘seek his kingdom’, he also reassured them ‘Do not
be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom.’ (Luke 12:31a,32). May Thy Kingdom come.
Rev Gill
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I CANNOT TELL…….
These are words written by Rev Dr Sam Wells, vicar at St Martins in the
Field, London and used with his permission. He wrote these words, in
May, based on the format of hymn 350 in StF I cannot tell why he…….in
answer to people’s question ‘where is God in this pandemic?”
I cannot tell why grief and sadness linger
Why jobs are lost, and people face despair;
When this will end, if vaccines come and rescue,
Why isolation stalks the earth again.
But this I know, Christ feels the hurt upon the cross;
The Spirit weaves our lives together still.
And some glad day, through Providence, the Father
May turn this wave of loss to glory by his will.
I cannot tell how we can be together
When all our ways of doing so are lost;
How we can be one body in communion
If every form of touch comes at a cost.
But this I know, we’re sealed upon the heart of God
The Spirit dwells within our fearful souls.
And Christ finds ways to show his face to all of us
To lift our hopes and meet us in our mortal fears.
I cannot tell how long this time of fear will last
If there’ll be months, or years of damaged lives;
When once again we’ll gladly throng together,
To sit and laugh, to dance and play and kiss.
But this I know, we’re finding things both good and true
About our God, each other and ourselves.
So after this we’ll know we’ve met our darkest hour
And now there’s nothing we will have to face alone.
Derby Friends of Life – Afternoon Tea? Hold your own Afternoon Tea
on 18 July on your own or with those living with you to raise much
needed money for the Life charity. Invite friends for Tea in the garden?
For more information and printed invitations please contact Barbara
Gadsby on 07977 041240. Donation to Life charity gratefully received at
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/friendsofderbylifeafternoontea or
by visiting the Life Charity Shop, 16 St. Peter’s Way, DE1 2NR, tel.
01332 346686, when it re-opens on 1st July
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Phil`s Monthly Musings
Looking at the Gospel reading for this Sunday (14th June), I was struck
by the three words towards the end of the reading in which Jesus is
sending out the disciples. He says to them “as you go”, which caused me
to stop and think about the choice of words. In other exhortations it is
simply “Go”, but here there is a difference.
I have always had problems with “go”, as it has made me feel inadequate.
Where do I go, when, how and why? I don`t know about you but I always
disliked Overseas Missions Sunday and Vocations Sunday as I was
wracked with guilt about not being a missionary or an ordained minister. I
had never felt called to be either, but it did not stop me feeling inadequate
in that I felt called to work with Deaf children`s education, which was a
comparatively cushy number (in the eyes of most people anyway!).
In Matthew`s Gospel Jesus is saying “as you go” which feels to me to be
more realistic and do-able for the vast majority of us. As we live our
lives, we are to spread the good news; occasionally using words but
mostly by our actions. In this time when “normal” is no longer the case,
we have had to rethink and readjust but opportunities are always there, as
we face a world in which, although it may be different, the phrase “as you
go” is still valid as we adapt to changing situations.
I leave this with you as something to think about as I ponder the great
philosophical questions; “What was the best thing before sliced bread?”
and “What is the speed of dark?”
Phil Royle
You can now follow us on Facebook at Mickleover Methodist Church
CTM Socially distant Prayer Walk Thursday July 2nd at 10.15am – meet at All
Saints Car park. If more than 6 arrive we will walk in 2 or three separate groups.
We will pray for our community and businesses, and listen to God for anything
He may be saying. It would be helpful to know if you plan to join us. Please
contact ray_lee16@yahoo.co.uk or phone 239645 for more info / to let me
know you are coming. Thanks. Ray Lee
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A Creed for our community at this time of global pandemic – written by Andy Moore
as part of his Worship Leader assessment.

God of Love.
Creating God of Love.
God of Love creating people.
In the image of the God of Love.
People loving, people creative, people alive.
But People chose a different way.
People turned away.
People turned on people.
People turned on God.
The perfect person: Jesus, the ultimate key worker.
God sent to the frontline.
Living out love.
Perfect love.
Healing. Listening. Comforting. Caring. Supporting. Challenging. Campaigning.
Pioneering.
Then, suffering out of love.
Dying for the sake of love.
Love of people.
Love of person.
Each and every person.
Man of Love.
People who sweat through 12 hour shifts putting their lives at risk.
People who dispense our medicines, risking infection.
People who wear a mask to give us our daily bread and milk and fruit.
People who create extraordinary new ways to educate our young people.
People who clang pans and clap hands till they ache in praise of love.
People who create supply chains of PPE.
People who mobilise help for those who most need it.
People who come alongside, encourage and pray.
People of Love.
God of whisper and movement and energy.
Come to us.
Inspire us.
God of Love.
Energise us in love.
Alive in us.
Bring resurrection.
Alive in your creation.
Bring New Life.
We see you.
Bring freedom.
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Hello all!
We are certainly living in strange, and challenging times aren’t we? Like so many
things, the children’s work has had to adapt, and we’ve gone ‘online’ with some of
our work. Both Messy Church and Micklers families get regular email updates and
are emailed a power point full of ideas, activities and video links so that they can
do ‘Messy Church at home’ in their own time. They are also invited to join us on
‘Zoom’ for the more personal, interactive part of our online time together. We’ve
had ‘Messy’ Easter, Noah, Pentecost and Jonah and the Whale so far! Many of our
volunteers have continued to help with ideas for activities, prayers and drama to
name but a few. So a big thank you to them for their help and support – even if
socially apart!
At the start of lock down we asked the families at Messy Church and Micklers to
have a go at ‘finger knitting’ a butterfly as a symbol of hope. (But any media was
also fine!) If you have made any yourself, we would love to know? And thank you
to those of you who have continued to knit blankets, hats, scarves and gloves for
‘Operation Orphan’. The charity is as busy as ever, and the children that receive
these really do love them!
I have joined in various online training sessions and webinars, ranging from ‘how
to use zoom’ to adapting to the ‘new normal’ and ‘post covid – mental health’ to
name but a few. It has been a real mix of adapting what we do already and
thinking ahead to ‘what next’!
I’ve recently enjoyed joining in with Girls Brigade online. Some plus points of Zoom
are that I don’t need to travel or pack an umbrella, and it’s been lovely to get to
know some of the children better, as well as the volunteers from the teams who
lead these activities.
There is still lots going on, but the work is having to adapt, and will no doubt
continue to change over coming weeks. It all still feels so very unreal in so many
respects. Please remember us in your prayers.
Please keep safe and well, and God bless. Fiona
Grand Slam jokes! No Wimbledon this year – jokes instead!!!
How many tennis players does it take to change a light bulb? "What do you
mean it was out, it was in!"
My Wimbledon opponent was not happy with my serve. He kept returning it.
What did the tennis ball say when it got hit? Who’s making all that racket?
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