Mickleover Methodist Church
December 2021 and January 2022

This is a gift that cannot be wrapped,
That will never break
Or pass its sell-by date.
This is Jesus,
The greatest gift.
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Monday and Friday Prayer times @10am, Wednesday coffee and chat @ 10am
and Sunday morning worship @ 10am continue to be available on Zoom.
Contact Church Office for the link.
Sunday school is now meeting at 10am during Sunday morning worship

CHURCH SERVICES for December 2021 and January 2022
Sunday 5th December
2nd Sunday in Advent
10am - Andy Cokayne
5pm - Tea & Worship

Sunday 12th December
3rd Sunday in Advent
10am - Rev Gill Sharp Holy Communion
6.30pm - Rev Jackie Quarmby Holy Communion

Sunday 19th December
4th Sunday in Advent
10am -Sunday School Nativity
3pm - Carol Service - Rev Gill Sharp

No service Sunday 26th December

***************************************************************
Sunday 2nd January
Sunday 9th January
10am - Linda Sandars
10am – Jim Shaw – All Age Worship
6.30pm - Rev Gill Sharp - Covenant
Holy Communion
Sunday 16th January
10am – Rev Gill Sharp – Covenant- Holy Communion
5pm – Tea & Worship
Sunday 23rd January
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
10am - Rev Gill Sharp
6.30pm - Rev Gill Sharp
United Churches@Anglican

Sunday 30th January
10am - John McCartney
6.30pm -Songs of Praise on Zoom

***************************************************************
Mickleover Methodist Church Centre Office phone: 01332 735052
Office email: church.office@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Minister: Revd Gill Sharp
email: gill.sharp@methodist.org.uk
phone: 01332 511039
Children and Families Worker: Fiona McCreddin
email: candf.w@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
phone: 01332 735052
2

All are welcome
Christmas
at Mickleover Methodist

Sunday 19th December
3pm Carol Service
(on Zoom as well)
Friday 24th December
Christmas Eve
3pm Christingle
11.30pm Midnight Communion
(on Zoom as well)

Saturday 25th December
10am Christmas Day service

Sunday 19th December 6pm to 7pm outdoor singalong Christmas Carol
concert organised by Sam’s Superheroes in memory of Sam Liew,
accompanied by a brass band at Vicarage Road Park with a short low
noise firework display. The start will be a lantern procession leaving the
Community Centre at 5.30pm.
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Minister’s Message
Christmas - What a wonderful time of year!
So much to look forward to!

But so much preparation to do!

Will we be ready in time? Will all our plans for Christmas be able to go ahead this
year? Or will there be new government rules to follow due to the continuing
coronavirus pandemic, as there were last year? Those meant not being able to
share the Christmas celebrations with family and friends as we’d hoped.
It must have been so much simpler that first Christmas when Mary was
expecting a baby, Jesus, the son of God. She would have been looking forward to
his coming, planning a home birth. But then the government brought in a new
rule – everyone must go to their hometown for the census. So right at the last
minute Mary and Joseph had to change their plans and go to Bethlehem. It really
was at the last minute for Mary as the baby was due any moment.
In many areas of life we make our plans and then something happens to change
the course of our lives. Mary hadn’t planned on having a baby before her
marriage to Joseph but God chose her to be the mother of his son, Jesus, God’s
most precious gift given in love to the world. This was part of God’s plan for
Mary’s life… for all our lives.
Mary hadn’t planned on having her baby in Bethlehem, but the Roman census
meant she had to go there. This was part of God’s plan. The prophet Micah
writing about 700 years before Jesus’s birth had said: “But you, Bethlehem, in
the land of Judah, are by no means least among the towns of Judah; for out of
you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”
God has a plan for our world and all who live in it, a plan which offers peace and
wholeness to all. At the centre of this plan is Jesus, God’s son, born in a stable,
and visited by shepherds and wise men. Jesus’ birth is celebrated still by millions
of people around the world, for this is the most wonderful time of year. God has
a plan for the world and each one of us is part of it. How will you celebrate the
birth of Jesus in your home this Christmas? And celebrate God’s plan for your
life… for all our lives?
May you experience the wonder of this season as you celebrate the birth of
Jesus, the most precious gift given in love for you.
Revd Gill
Be God’s people, everywhere, every day
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The Bereavement Journey - a 6-session course starting in January at
Mickleover Methodist Church for those who are grieving the death of a loved
one or struggling with the long-term effects of loss.
The first 5 sessions will include the following topics:
• attachment,
• separation and loss;
• the impact and pain of bereavement;
• adjusting to change;
• anger and guilt; coping with others' reactions;
• moving on healthily.
• optional 6th session on faith questions.
This course is open to all, for more information and a registration form please
phone or email the church office.
• WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP meeting on Tuesdays at 2.15pm - all very welcome.
The programme of speakers is below:
• December 7th Rev Gill Sharp
• December 14th John Matthews - Carol Singing
• Terry Root’s Wednesday Bible Study on Acts on Wednesdays weekly 2.00pm
on Zoom.
• Weekly Thursday morning Bible study at 233 Ladybank Road at 10am,
looking at the Methodist Way of Life
• Bible study house group Thursday evenings at 7.30pm at 17 Muswell Road,
Mackworth
• Letter received from the Padley Centre, thanking Church our kind gift of
Harvest donations. This contribution is invaluable in enabling them to
continue delivering services to the most vulnerable in our society. This
donation will be used to support the delivery of our Day Centre in Derby.
There is a full copy of this letter on the noticeboard.
• Action for Children: The total raised from the Action for Children boxes this
year is £276. Many thanks to those who have contributed to this total.
• It will soon be the New Year. That means that there will be a new set of church
collection weekly envelopes ready to be delivered. It is an opportunity to join
this method of regular giving to the work of the Church. If you would like a set
of envelopes please let me know. Ray Forey 01332 512184 or
ray.forey@gmail.com
• SATURDAY LUNCHES – December 4th at 12 noon. Next one February 5th at 12
noon. Menu: Jacket potatoes, cheese, tuna, salads + scrumptious puddings!
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Main points from October’s Church Council meeting.
•
Methodist Conference agreed to a period of discernment for presbyters to
conduct Holy Communion online. An open invitation to talk and reflect about
this and look at any questions arising from it as well as the practicalities for those
participating will be held on Zoom Tuesday 16th November at 7.30pm.
•
Methodist Conference passed a resolution which changes the
understanding of marriage. Church Council has to make the decision whether
Church premises are to be registered to hold same sex marriages. A meeting will
be held in Church and on Zoom on Monday 24th January 2022 at 7.30pm. People
can send their opinions to Rev Gill. if not able to attend the meeting.
•
Safeguarding – waiting for version of updated policy from District.
•
Leadership report in last month’s magazine.
•
Business team – additional CC TV footage at front of Church outside and
improvements to viewing screen images. Church Council agreement if costs over
£1000.
•
Annual report – the finances have improved slightly due to generosity
resulting from appeals. No meeting of user groups so no income from there. As
year proceeded and groups returned this improved and now are almost back to
pre-lockdown amount. Increases in utility rates, National Insurance on salary
paid workers and cleaning company contract costs will have an effect on the
budget.
•
Reserves policy – how we utilise funds held at the end of the year. In
general account sufficient funds to meet unexpected loss. Response for more
funds for the Children and Families worker very good. Amount from Collection
envelopes down. Over £500 raised for defibrillator so go ahead given to
purchase it, the balance being funded from legacy fund.
•
Pastoral and Teaching – Bereavement course starting in the New Year to be
advertised wider. Volunteers needed for Sunday school to help the leaders.
•
Children and Families worker - The Parent Support group is proving very
popular and is providing a positive link through to Little Micklers which is very
encouraging. Messy Church will have simpler, shorter sessions with snacks being
provided instead of a meal, will be reviewed when appropriate. Light party on
Sunday 31st October for families.
•
Church Council approved application to Circuit for financial support for the
next three years from August 2022 C&FW post. Church Council also voted in
favour of using cottages funds to supplement CFW if required. A member of the
Leadership Team given approval to work with the CFW management team. A sub
group is to be set up with CFW and representatives from other groups to work
together, to integrate with whole of Church’s work.
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FLOWER MATTERS or FLOWERS MATTER
Most people would miss the flowers if they didn’t appear in church regularly for
our Sunday services. They are a reminder of God’s gifts to us and can be an aid to
worship and meditation; but they also have a second life when they are given to
members of the church family afterwards. We give flowers to sick or bereaved
members of the church family, and, at the moment, people who are not yet ready
to come back to church because of covid, but we also include happy occasions
(special birthdays, baptism parties etc) or members of the church who do a lot of
work behind the scenes sometimes with little recognition, and they are always
greatly appreciated.
I shall shortly be doing the flower rotas for 2022, and I have some requests that I
hope you will be able to help me with.
I'm intending to roughly follow previous rotas, but I'm aware that over the last
few years dates have slipped by nearly a week. I'd be grateful if people who donate
flowers on a special date could let me know what that is, so I can be sure to
reinstate them to the correct Sunday.
We do have a lot of flower donors, but not quite enough. The job is not onerous
– it’s one week in the year, and you don't have to be a great flower arranger! The
supermarkets now sell really nice flowers and one or two bunches of flowers in
vases look lovely (although arrangements are nice occasionally). If you would like
to give flowers but can't do them yourself, we do have people who will do them
for you for a donation towards the cost. Please let me know in the next couple of
weeks if you would be able to help with this next year.
But we urgently need stewards to take out the flowers after the service. At the
moment this is done for a month at a time, by pairs of volunteers (sometimes
husband and wife teams). It doesn't always involve visiting people's homes –
sometimes flowers can be given out at church immediately after the service.
We are short of eight people, or four pairs for next year, which obviously equates
to four months which won’t be covered. Is this something you could do? Please
let me know if you can help, or if you think you might like to, but would like more
information before deciding.
For any of the above, please see me at church, call me on 01332 511 391 or
email me at woozle@ntlworld.co.uk
Many thanks

Liz Royle
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Hope is here

Introduction
Get yourself up on a high mountain, O Zion, bearer of good news, Lift up
your voice mightily, O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; lift it up, do not fear.
Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”
Isaiah 40:9
As these words are proclaimed, the time of Israel’s restoration is drawing near.
This is a statement of what will/could/might be – but is not yet. This is hope in a
nutshell! Hope is belief that change will come, that promises will bear fruit, and
that there will be liberation.
Too often in our society, hope has become such an insipid word – we hope for
something but with little conviction, action or real belief.
The Joint Public Issues Team’s six hopes for society are:
• A just economy that enables the flourishing of all life
• A world that actively works for peace
• A society that welcomes the stranger
• A society where the poorest and most marginalised are at the centre
• A planet where our environment is renewed
• A politics characterised by listening, kindness and truthfulness
These hopes are underpinned by the gospel, are a statement of what
will/could/might be but is not yet.
Advent is a time when these real hopes are central to our churches’ thinking. It is
a time to lose our fear and proclaim: ‘Here is our God!’.
Each week of Advent the lighting of the advent candles is combined with prayers
themed around peace and justice, taking each week one of the six hopes for
society.
A prayer for hope
Loving and compassionate God,
Help us to see hope in the most desperate situations.
Help us to uphold the value of others in our words and actions.
Help us to see the potential you see in each of your children.
Help us to know and to respond to your guiding hand in our lives.
Amen. (All We Can)
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Response to COP26
Statement from the Baptist Union of Great Britain, The Methodist Church and
the United Reformed Church on the conclusion of the Glasgow COP26 summit
Significant new statements have been made at the summit. Most government
delegations accept that the sense of urgency is greater than it was six years ago
at Paris. But ultimately the summit has not delivered. All governments must
agree on the necessary actions to avoid 1.5 degrees of warming. The failure of all
parties to unequivocally support this higher ambition with funding and emission
reductions is an injustice towards those whose livelihoods have already been
devastated by climate change.
We are deeply disappointed that the language on phasing out coal was
weakened at the last moment however the summit has called for the phasing
out of ‘inefficient’ subsidies for fossil fuels. COP26 has also initiated a process to
create a fund to help communities recover from loss and damage resulting from
severe climatic events.
These developments are crucial and welcome, but we cannot wait for pledges to
be reviewed and turned into action every five years. Action must be taken now.
The pace and intensity of action must keep up with the science and with the
realities experienced by an increasing number of people whose flourishing
depends on the actions that we all take today.
Many of our church partners in developing countries are already experiencing
the dire impact of changing weather patterns on livelihoods and food security.
Our Churches acknowledge that this is a journey not of individuals but of a
community: the people of God and the people of the earth, that requires us to
work together to build a safe and healthy future for all. The response is not yet
adequate and we call for further actions that respond meaningfully to
the magnitude of the emergency that we face.
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And a Happy New ………?
I have recently been looking back and also thinking about the future (who says men
can`t multitask?). As I cast my mind back to the early days of the lockdown and
severe restrictions on our freedom, I am reminded of the hope for a better world
which was uppermost in my thoughts at the time. People started to acknowledge
each other and even look after each other. There was an atmosphere of kindness
which seemed to be prevalent at the time. Think of “Clap for Carers” and other
such initiatives. Perhaps I was being over-optimistic as I hoped that this new-found
caring atmosphere would stay with us when a more normal situation arrived.
Almost two years on and it seems that with the “New Normal” we have reverted to
the old normal. People no longer say “hello” in the streets, we have returned to our
family or social units and give little thought for others. We are bent on preventing
those seeking an escape from war and injustice reaching our shores as well as those
who are seeking a better life for themselves and their families. I find it strange that
if I wanted to move to another country for a better life in some way, I would regard
myself as a useful asset to my host country. If it were the reverse and I was trying
to move into the UK, I would be regarded as an undesirable refugee. It seems
strange to me that the present (it may have changed when you read this!) Home
Secretary`s family were in a similar situation a few decades ago.
We are constantly faced with corruption, nepotism and immoral feathering of nests
by those who are in positions of influence and political power and they seem unable
to accept their misdeeds. Yet, in spite of all this, I am filled with hope in that the
Methodist Church, as a body and as individuals is actively seeking new ways of
engaging with people regardless of status, faith or sexual orientation. We are
starting to look outwards rather than indulge in navel-gazing and concentrating our
time on matters which are irrelevant to the majority of people. Faith, hope and love
will remain and take us into the future.
Phil Royle
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Crossword Clues for December
Across
1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during
a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th
and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse Edith ___(6)
11

17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread,
was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn
(7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

Down
1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous
are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign
woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and
joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to God’
(Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7}
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ____ his people
from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4)
12

13

THE NEXT CHRISTMAS DAY
On the next day of Christmas the Almighty gave to me:
thirteen men at supper,
twelve sons of Jacob,
eleven friends in mourning,
ten rules for living,
nine fruits of spirit,
eight lighted candles,
seven skinny cattle,
six days for working,
five barley loaves;
four books of news
three dark days
two little fish
and the same cup for you and for me.
1. Galatians 5:22-23 2. Genesis 41:3
©Lucy Berry, 2018
Permission is given for non-profit reuse
For Reflection:
1. Do you believe that all the Bible-gifts mentioned in this poem
are relevant?
2. How might you categorise their importance?
3. The last gift in the poem is not just for “me”. But what are the last gift’s
implications?
From Parish Pump

***************************************
It isn’t Christmas without some cracker jokes. So here are a few – hope it’s not
too painful!
Why does Santa have three gardens? So he can 'ho ho ho'
Knock, knock Who's there? Arthur... Arthur who? Arthur any mince pies
What happened to the man who stole an Advent Calendar? He got 25 days
What is the best Christmas present in the world? A broken drum... you just
can't beat it
Why did the turkey join the band? Because it had the drumsticks
How does Good King Wenceslas like his pizzas? Deep pan, crisp and even
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The Methodist Church Christmas campaign
For 2021 the campaign theme is ‘Great joy for all the people’, from Luke 2:10. …”
During the past two years’ lockdowns, communities have become further
disconnected and dispersed. People are tired and many are living in more difficult
circumstances due to the ongoing pandemic. Internationally, many people live in
danger, from threats of war to wildfires. But the message of Jesus’ birth at
Christmas continues to be one of hope in our troubled times. God’s love is stronger
than our fears. And as we aim to be an increasingly inclusive, evangelistic and
justice-seeking Church, this is, importantly, a joyful message “for all the people
Recognising everyone’s fatigue and the COVID-related uncertainty that surrounds
the approach of Christmas, the Methodist Church is encouraging congregations to
reach out to their communities with the angel’s message – to near neighbours and
to people living on the margins.
*************************************

God’s New Year honours list (Parish Pump)
We are all familiar with the Queen’s New Year honours list, which celebrates
peoples’ significant contributions in life. But what would God’s New Year honours
list look like? Who are the people He chooses to honour?
Psalm 1 gives us an answer to these questions. The person who is blessed by God is
compared to a tree: ‘he is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its
fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers’. They
are strong and well-nourished, able to cope with drought and storms, while being
fruitful.
Will this be true of us during 2022? By contrast, we can be more like bonsai trees,
whose growth has been stunted. They are starved of nutrients to ensure that they
are perfectly formed, but miniature in size.
So do we, the church today, resemble a bonsai nursery rather than a forest of
mighty trees? Like the bonsai, we are starved of nutrition. Instead, consider the
alternative: ‘his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law he meditates day
and night’.
Here is the challenge for us during this coming year: to push our roots deeply down
into His Word, meditating on it day and night. As we read and reflect on God’s
Word, we are constantly reminding ourselves of God’s promises, character and
acts.
There will be times when our Bible reading doesn’t seem to delight us, when it feels
like a real slog! At such times turn back to Psalm 1 and remind yourself what the
goal is: to grow into maturity, deeply rooted, drought resistant and fruitful. We will
never get there unless our roots are deep in God’s Word.
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Epiphany for today
This month we celebrate Epiphany, when we remember the Magi from the East
who followed a star to find the baby Jesus: ‘Where is the one who has been born
king of the Jews?’ (Matthew 2:1).
At the start of a New Year, amid the uncertainty of the pandemic, are we asking
the same question? The gifts they offered show us how we can find Him in the
uncertainty of the coming year: ‘they bowed down and worshipped Him…and
presented Him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.’ (2:11).
The gift of gold reflects that the Magi saw in the baby a king, destined to rule
over us all. In this coming year we need to remember that Jesus is on the throne,
the seat of power and authority in the whole universe. Will we crown Him king
of our lives and dedicate all that we are and do to Him?
The gift of frankincense reflects that the visitors saw not just an earthly king, but
God in human flesh. Incense symbolises the prayers of God’s people and so this
gift reminds us that God is worthy of our worship and prayer. Will we offer our
praise and prayer, as we seek God to guide us through the uncertainties of this
time?
The gift of myrrh reflects that these astrologers saw beyond the baby’s birth and
life, to His death which would secure life for all. Jesus was offered myrrh on the
cross and was a spice used in His tomb. As we face the sufferings of this New
Year, we can be confident that Jesus knows and understands our experience. Are
we ready to trust Him?
**************************************

Miscellaneous observations on modern life
I don’t always go the extra mile, but when I do it’s because I missed my exit.
A lot of money is tainted – It taint yours and it taint mine.
Once you’ve seen one shopping centre, you’ve seen a mall.
Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis.
Stealing someone’s coffee is called mugging.
Nowadays the only time a person gets on his knees is to look for his contact
lenses.
The shin bone is a device for finding furniture in the dark.
Ladies, when you have emptied the teapot, please stand upside down in the
sink.
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(An acrostic poem where the first letter of each line
spells out the title of the poem)
Christmas and New Year
greetings to all our
readers.

Heaven’s gift of another year
As the old departs and the new is born,
Plans for a future and a hope
Preparing us for each new dawn.
Yesterday has gone forever,

Next magazine will be
February 2022.
Deadline for contributions
January 19th 2022 to
Church Office or
m.bagworth@ntlworld.com

New days and ventures lie ahead,
Even darkness turns to light
When we make the Lord our head.
Yielding to the Holy Spirit
Ever mindful that He’s there,
As we live our lives before Him
Rejoicing in His loving care.
By Megan Carter

Hymns for the road:
Travelling at 45 mph…. ‘God Will Take Care of Me’
at 55 mph…. ‘Guide me, O Thou Great Jehovah
at 65 mph…. ‘Nearer My God to Thee’
at 75 mph…. ‘Nearer Still Nearer’
at 85 mph…. ‘This World is Not My Home’
at 95 mph…. ‘Lord, I’m Coming Home’
at 100 mph….’Precious Memories’
CTM Prayer Walk for Mickleover
Thursday December 2nd and Thursday January 6th at 10-15am Meeting on
Zoom. We pray for God’s blessing upon the people, the community and
businesses in the area of Mickleover, listening to God for anything He may want
to show us. If you would like to join us please contact me,
at ray_lee16@yahoo.co.uk or phone 239645.
17

18

A New Year’s resolution? - Can do better.
Did you ever have new exercise books to write in? I loved the feel of those books
that were still unworn and unspoilt. I would try to write my name and the
subject on the front page with my very best handwriting.
This wasn’t easy, as we used to write with pen and ink and the nibs were very
temperamental. It was easy to put too much ink on the nib, then when you
started writing it would make a big blotch on the clean page. Another book spoilt
on the first page! Needless to say, it got worse as the term progressed and the
once pristine book became messier and more dog-eared.
Every time we come to the start of a new year. January seems to be filled with
promise of change and doing better. It’s a lot like the clean slate of a new
exercise book. Surely, we won’t make the same mistakes as we did last year? Full
of good intentions we start again, but guess what? It isn’t long before we have
made the same mistakes again and blotted our copy book once more.
Although the year 2022 will begin with the hope of doing better than we did in
2021 the reality is that before the month is out, we will have failed again. We are
imperfect people and we make mistakes
However God is able and willing to forgive us, so that our sins can be washed
away, and we can be clean again. He is also able and willing to help us change, to
give us the power we need to overcome our besetting sins. We cannot change
ourselves, but God can. And no matter how often we fail, He is infinitely patient.
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
‘The Lord is coming, don’t lose heart, be blest, prepare the way!’ (Christian Aid)
Dirty water or none at all? No mum should have to face this impossible choice.
Carols with the neighbours, or hot chocolate by the fire?
Presents in stockings, or under the tree?
Dirty water, or not a drop to drink?
At Christmastime, we all have dozens of choices to make. Some might be
difficult, but few will compare to the impossible choice of drinking dirty water or
none at all.
No mum should have to face this impossible choice. But this injustice is a reality
for many caring for families on the frontline of the climate crisis. Together, we
can pray for loving mums facing impossible choices as they raise their children
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Tuesday 18th January to Tuesday 25th January
We saw the star in the East, and we came to worship him. (Mt 2:2)
The theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2022 was chosen by
the Middle East Council of Churches. More than ever, in these difficult times,
we need a light that shines in the darkness and that light, Christians proclaim,
has been manifested in Jesus Christ.
The story of the Magi visiting the Holy Family in Bethlehem is very familiar to us.
The Magi have sometimes been seen as a symbol of the world’s diversity –
different religions and cultures – that comes to pay homage to the Christ-child.
The story might therefore represent the unity of all created that God desires.
The Magi travel from far-off countries, and represent diverse cultures, yet they
are driven by the same hunger to see and know the new-born king and are
gathered into the little house in Bethlehem in the simple act of giving homage.
Here is a metaphor for Christian unity: of different Christian peoples drawn
together in their common search to recognise Christ, to know him and to
worship him and witnessing to wider need for unity and to overcome injustice.
This text has been chosen by the churches of the Middle East, the history of
which was, and still is, characterized by conflict and strife, tainted with blood
and darkened by injustice and oppression. The story of the Magi also contains
many dark elements, most particularly Herod’s despotic orders to massacre all
the very young children (Matt 2:16-18). The cruelty of these narratives resonates
with the long history and difficult present of the Middle East.
Now, the very existence of the small Christian community is threatened as many
are driven to seek a more secure and prosperous life elsewhere. Like the light
which is the child Jesus, the light of Middle Eastern Christianity is increasingly
threatened in these difficult times.
Christians are called to seek the new-born king, the king of gentleness, peace
and love. But where is the star that leads the way to him? It is the mission of the
Church to be the star that lights the way to Christ who is the light of the world.
By word and through action the Christian people are called to light the way so
that Christ might be revealed, once again, to the nations. Yet divisions dim the
light of Christian witness and obscure the way, preventing others from finding
their way to Christ. Conversely, Christians united in their worship of Christ, and
opening their treasures in an exchange of gifts, become a sign of the unity that
God desires for all creation.
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