Mickleover Methodist Church
November 2021

In Flanders fields, the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly.

These words inspired the adoption of a red poppy as the symbol of all soldiers
who had died in conflict. Exactly 100 years ago, on the 11th Nov 1921, red poppies
of remembrance were sold for the first time in British and Commonwealth
countries.
We remember with thanksgiving and sorrow those whose lives,
in world wars and conflicts past and present, have been given and taken away.
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Monday and Friday Prayer times @10am, Wednesday coffee and chat @ 10am
and Sunday Worship @ 10am continue to be available on Zoom.
Contact Church Office for the link.

Sunday school is now open 10am during
Sunday morning worship
CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday 7th November
10am –All age worship– led by the worship leaders:
Marilyn Bagworth, Janet Tristram, Laraine Tuplin
3pm Memorial service

Sunday 14th November – Remembrance Sunday
10am -Revd Gill Sharp
6.30pm – Holy Communion – Revd Gill Sharp

Sunday 21st November – Women Against Violence
10am – Anna Forey
5pm- Tea and time of informal worship

Sunday 28th November – 1st Sunday in Advent
10am Holy Communion - Revd Gill Sharp
6.30pm Songs of Praise on Zoom only

Mickleover Methodist Church Centre Office phone: 01332 735052
Office email: church.office@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Minister: Revd Gill Sharp
email: gill.sharp@methodist.org.uk
phone: 01332 511039
Children and Families Worker: Fiona McCreddin
email: candf.w@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
phone: 01332 735052
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Minister’s Message – ‘To be, or not to be, that is the question’
What sort of person do you want to be? What sort of church do we want to
be? What sort of world do we want there to be?
In this month of Remembrance, we remember not only those who lost their
lives in the two World Wars but those who have lost their lives in every war
since then and all those whose lives have been impacted by wars around
the world. As we remember the lives of people, we must also remember the
places where they, and we, live. So many places devasted by war, by
destructive practices such as deforestation, by carbon emissions causing
global warming – the things people do cause suffering to the people of our
world and to the world itself. Is this how we want our world to be?
The President of the Methodist Conference, Sonia Hicks, writes: It is the
task of God's people to listen to the prophetic voices in our midst and to
change direction, to take action, to do something… I remember seeing a
poster at a Climate Justice Rally. It said: PROTECT OUR PLANET NOW.
THERE IS NO PLANET B. It is time to take seriously that we are stewards
of creation and that there is no Planet B.’
We all live in the same world, yet so often we only think of our part of it, the
part that directly touches our lives. We need to change direction, to widen
our vision to see not just our local community, but our global community, the
whole of our world. If we do not, might the world ‘not be’? COP26 is being
held in Glasgow this month, I wonder what Hamlet would say in this
situation, maybe…
To be, or not to be, that is the question:
Whether it is nobler to suffer the destruction of our world
Through the expansion of fossil fuel energy and high carbon emissions,
Or to take a stance calling for the ending of fossil fuel subsidies in UK
And a commitment to concrete action towards net-zero emissions.
And, in doing so, bring renewal to God’s world, home for all.
Read more about COP26 and the links with Christian values in this brief
report by JPIT COP26 Briefing design (jointpublicissues.org.uk)
Remember what has gone before and where we are now, then change
direction, take action, do something for a better future for our world.
Every blessing, Revd Gill
Be God’s people, everywhere, every day
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Church notices for November:
• Messy Church – no Messy Church in November. Details of December Messy
Church on Facebook later in November.
• Saturday lunch November 6th at 12 noon
• WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP meeting on Tuesdays at 2.15pm - all very welcome.
The programme of speakers is below
November 2nd
Jill Harrington
November 9th
Rev Gill Sharp
th
November 16
Anna Forey
rd
November 23
Frankie Bray
th
November 30
Barbara Daykin MBE – Walking around my village
• Terry Root’s Wednesday Bible Study on Acts on Wednesdays weekly
2.00pm on Zoom.
• Weekly Thursday morning Bible study at 233 Ladybank Road at 10am,
looking at the Methodist Way of Life
• Bible study house group Thursday evenings at 7.30pm at 17 Muswell Road,
Mackworth
• From Wednesday October 28th at 7.30pm each week–Music in Worship – a
group of singers and instrumentalists leading music in worship – open to all
who enjoy singing or playing.
• Sunday school teachers, Louise, Jane and Linda urgently need helpers to be
an accompanying adult (not teachers) at each session - an extra pair of hands
to help on the morning.
Our Mickleover are looking for volunteers to help at the Firework display at
Mickleover football club on Saturday 6 November. They need people to help on
the gates, with parking and directing people.
It will be between 5pm to 8pm and you would get free entry to the fireworks!
If you are able to help, please contact Our Mickleover by
emailing OurMickleoverGroup@gmail.com
Mickleover Christmas Festival Sunday 28th November 3-6.30pm at The Square and
Uttoxeter Road. Christmas lights switch on, carol singing led by Mickleover
Methodist with band, food and drink. Marshalls are required – contact Mike
Shooter. Our Church will have a stall – contact Revd Gill if you can help.
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The Parable of the Petrolheads
For many of us who are fascinated by the motor vehicle, the month of November
means one thing – the NEC Classic Motor Show. This is the country`s largest
indoor motor show and attracts tens of thousands of visitors from the UK and
beyond. The event is regarded by many as the “end of season” after which cars are
taken off the road and tucked up for the winter in case they get wet, cold or a bit of
salt on them.
I am always intrigued by the car clubs, the vehicles and the owners who turn up at
this event. There are stands where all the cars are roped off and their owners huddle
in the centre in case any of them are contaminated by the great unwashed. Other
cars are in pristine condition, being thirty years old but having only a couple of
hundred “dry miles” on the clock. These cars may look good, but underneath will
be largely undriveable due to lack of use. Some owners will ferry their cars on a
trailer and when they arrive will clean and polish to the Nth degree, using a (new!)
toothbrush to clean the threads on the tyre valves and spinning the wheels so that
each tyre valve is at “ten o`clock”. The owners will point out that all the slots on the
screws are facing the same way etc. and that everything is just as it was when the
car left the factory. Other owners will welcome visitors and offer to let them sit in
the cars, peer under the bonnet and not worry if there are sticky fingerprints or
scuffs as a result as they enjoy sharing their enthusiasm.
If Christianity were a car-show, which category would you fit into? A holy huddle
which is exclusive, someone who only has faith when the sun shines, a
“perfectionist” who is concerned that everything is perfectly correct and makes no
allowances for different views or one who externally looks the part but whose way
of life does not back it up? Or are you a welcoming, enthusiastic Christian,
prepared to take risks in order to share with others the Good News which has
become a part of his/her life? I leave us to ponder.
Phil Royle
********************************************
In filling out an application, where it says, ‘In case of emergency, notify’: I
put ‘DOCTOR.’
Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
Where there’s a will, there are relatives.
If at first you DO succeed, try not to look astonished.
I am a mental tourist. My mind wanders.
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Across
1 In David’s battle with the Arameans, 700 of these were killed (2 Samuel 10:18)
(11)
9 ‘No — , impure or greedy person has any inheritance in the kingdom of God’
(Ephesians 5:5) (7)
10 City on the banks of the River Nile (5)
11 Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)
13 Taverns (4)
16 ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the faith’ (1 Corinthians 16:13) (4)
17 ‘He will not always — , nor will he harbour his anger for ever’ (Psalm 103:9) (6)
18 and 27 Down Where the magi came from and what guided them (Matthew
2:1–2) (4,4)
20 Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 characters (4)
21 She married Esau when he was 40 years old (Genesis 26:34) (6)
22 A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:7) (4)
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23 Title accorded to certain Roman Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4)
25 ‘My house will be a house of prayer; but you have made it a — of robbers’
(Luke 19:46) (3)
28 Annie (anag.) (5)
29 Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)
30 Tenth foundation of the new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (11)
Down
2 ‘We have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by —
hands’ (2 Corinthians 5:1) (5)
3 Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 20:15) (4)
4 ‘You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; fine — have been poured upon
me’ (Psalm 92:10) (4)
5 — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)
6 ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — him from the dead’ (Acts 17:31) (7)
7 ‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11)
8 ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) (11)
12 Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)
14 ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon it’ (John 12:14) (3)
15 Liverpool dialect (6)
19 ‘Remember the — day by keeping it holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7)
20 Nineteenth-century German physicist after whom the unit of electrical
resistance is named (3)
24 Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part of a grape (Numbers 6:4) (5)
25 ‘If anyone would come after me, he must — himself and take up his cross and
follow me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)
26 Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, responsible for condemning hundreds
of Christians to cruel deaths (4)

7

Mickleover Methodist Church 5 Year Plan - based on feedback from
responses of people and approved by Church Council
The overall goal for next 5 years is for all those both inside and outside the church
to grow in the love of God and show that love by serving the community of
Mickleover and beyond.

To grow in the love of God:
1) In 5 years’ time to be able to offer a wide range of worshipping opportunities
that attract those inside and outside the church and help us to worship God in
spirit and in truth.
How is this achieved? – in first year
• by building on the resources, we already have i.e., the minister, local preachers
and worship leaders in our midst, using the technology we have and the various
worshipping opportunities we already have,
• by always making worship accessible to all, by taking on board some of the many
forms and styles of worship and at the same time realise that people will make
different choices for various reasons.
• by offering different worshipping opportunities so that there will be something
available for all people to worship God and feel included and valued.
• continue the pattern of integrating worship on zoom with face-to-face worship,
introduce one new style of worship and encourage people to try a style they are
not familiar with.
2) In 5 years’ time to be able to offer a wide range of opportunities other than
worship to help those inside and outside grow in the knowledge and love of God.
How is this achieved? – in first year
• Encourage church members to take part – every church member is called to
build God’s kingdom.
• Offer 2 new opportunities: 1 for the congregation, 1 for community

Show that Love to the Community
In 5 year’s time our building can be a thriving Christian Community so that the
people of Mickleover see the Church as a place of support, acceptance and love
and that we as God’s people are equipped and challenged to transform the world.
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Our church building has good facilities for community use and activities. Having a
Children and Family Worker links community of children and families to Church
activities including youth organisations.
How is this achieved? – in the first year:
• to provide welcoming, safe environment in the foyer with presence of
volunteers around
• find out what the local community needs are and start at least one new activity
to meet those needs
• conduct survey of groups using building, re- sense of belonging to the Church
community, what church could do to help to make them feel included.

Developing Our Work with Children and Families
In 5 years’ time to be able to support children and parents to take their own
personal faith journey through learning from others, experiencing being close to
God, teaching and prayer
To integrate children and family groups in Church by ensuring that they work
together sharing resources and developing pathway of support/activities from
babies to adulthood.
To encourage and enable young people and families to make their contribution to
life of church and feel a valuable part of it. – provide activities where they can
work alongside Church volunteers or ‘own- themselves.
Actively go out into the community, rather than expecting people to come to us.
How to achieve – in one year
• Run a programme of outdoor events of different types and on different
days/times in different areas of Mickleover including areas of new housing.
• Provide opportunities for coffee morning and meeting where parents can
support each other
• Support young people/families who are struggling practically, emotionally, or
spiritually Create accessible ‘signposting’ resources and train welcome staff to be
able to use them.
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Living well through the next six months
Following on from the articles about numbers in last month’s magazine here are
some lessons and challenges that Christians can draw from the number 6 to help
live well in these times of darker nights once the clocks have changed.
SIX MONTHS IS THE NEW HORIZON
Focus on Easter and lean back into the great themes of the Christian year
SIX DAYS TO WORK AND A SABBATH TO REST Reclaim the gift of one day each
week for rest and recreation
SIX PEOPLE TO JOURNEY WITH
Rediscover church as small groups of people supporting and praying for one
another
SIX WAYS TO BE SALT AND LIGHT
Identify the people and community organisations you can support
SIX PEOPLE TO PRAY FOR
Pray for people you know to discover the riches of our faith
....neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8.37-39
………………………………………………………………………….
How is your Christmas shopping going? < Editorial <
It seems that many of us started as early as September this year, aiming to spread
our costs during the financial stress of the pandemic.

Don’t forget Traidcraft – the Christmas card catalogue is now available from
Christine Ager.
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Reflections on Psalm 122
I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord. Our feet
are standing in your gates, Jerusalem.’(Psalm 122:1,2).
These words from Psalm 122 inspired Hubert Parry’s great Coronation Anthem ‘I
was Glad.’ As a Song of Ascent (Psalms 120-134), it was used by pilgrims going to
the great festivals in Jerusalem. For the Jews this represented ‘coming home’ to
worship at the Temple, the place of God’s presence.
Our Worship of God:
As God’s people today, we are also called to worship in praise and
thanksgiving: ‘That is where the tribes go up – to praise the name of the Lord’ (4)..
However, as individuals, we can offer God the worship of our lives using the
resource of psalms like this one.
Our prayer to God:
The psalm encourages the pilgrims to pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ‘Pray for
the peace of Jerusalem: May those who love you be secure.’ (6).
The peace referred to here is more than simply an absence of conflict. Peace
speaks of wholeness of life in every aspect. This is our prayer as we continue to
struggle with the effects of the pandemic and as we seek the prosperity of the
wider community: ‘I will seek your prosperity’ (9).
This month sees the beginning of Advent, the season when we affirm the hope of
Jesus’ return. As we pray for peace, we know that it is fulfilled in the coming of
God’s kingdom in Jesus. Despite living with so much uncertainty, we have the
assurance of God’s future purposes for our lives, churches and the world.
The Parish Pump
**************************************************************

One of the things we’ve come to realise in the world of today, Lord
God, is that nothing appears to be built to last! Whether it’s
washing machines or trade agreements, or relationships – they
often don’t seem to have the longevity or the sustainability we
expect them to have. How great it is, Lord, that when it comes to
you the word that immediately springs to mind is ‘forever’,
because we know that your faithfulness, your goodness and your
love are for the long haul – in fact, however many times we fail
you, amazingly you never give up on us, and you will never let us
down. Thank you, Lord, for the assurance and hope this gives us
Manchester Methodist
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Report about Open The Book for Church Council from Lana Jameison
On behalf of the Open The Book assembly teams, I would like to thank each church
congregation who, through Churches Together, funded the donation of Scripture Union
books, It's Your Move, to all the four primary schools year 6 pupils.
During the last summer school holiday a member of the team was stopped and during
the conversation was informed that the teams Bible story telling had been missed
during the pandemic and the gift of the book was a pleasant gesture as well as being a
useful tool during the transition to secondary school.
During lockdown, we have kept in touch with both Brookfield and Mickleover Primary
Schools at least once a term providing either a link to the Bible Society enabling the
schools to access a pre-recorded assembly from their video library archive or else a
package of a story, prayers and wordsearch based on a Bible story.
We are happy to inform you that we have been invited back to recommence the Bible
Story mission after half term at Brookfield and Mickleover Primary Schools, Covid
permitting, on 2nd November.
…………………………………………………………….

Prayer for COP26 by Rev Mark Slaney
Creator God who calls us to live justly and be good stewards of the Earth, we hold
in our prayer with you the COP26 and all those gathering in Glasgow.
We pray for honesty and clarity, wisdom and actions more than words which
respond urgently to the needs of the poor and displaced, to the state of the earth,
water and air.
Call us, help us and be our judge, that whether political, industrial, scientific or
protest leader, whether activist or apathetic we might accept the cost and find the
commitment and energy to change our ways for the sake of the planet that gives
us life. Amen.
As Christians, we need to hold together two key insights, if we are to engage with
the challenge of climate change
The world is not ours: ‘The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it’ (Psalm 24:1).
We have been given the responsibility to care for God’s world: ‘The Lord God took
the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.’ (Genesis
2:15). We also need to care for its people, for it’s the poorest who will suffer the
most from climate change.
We belong to Christ: in whom: ‘all things were created: things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all
things have been created through him and for him.’ (Colossians1:16). We are
called to love God and neighbour and care for the planet by living simply, recycling
conserving energy and choosing reusable options
13

It’s Shoebox Time – make a real difference to a child’s life.
In co-operation with Derby Rotary Club and Teams4U a charity set up by Dave
Cooke, who has nearly 30 years of experience working within international relief
and development we will be filling shoeboxes.
These will be given to a vulnerable child, or family, through schools, nurseries,
hospitals and orphanages. The aim is that each box is given in relationship with the
local community as part of a long-term commitment to these children.

1.Find an empty shoebox, medium size. T4U flatpacks are available in
Church. Wrap the lid and box separately in Christmas paper

2.Choose who you want the box to go to:
Boy 3 -5 years
6-11 years
12+ years

Girl

3 -5 years
6-11 years
12+ years

3. What to include in the box:
Here are some suggestions:
• Toothbrush & toothpaste
Hair accessories/brush
• Soap & face cloth
Stationery & paper
• Gloves
Hat & scarf
• New socks/underwear
A soft toy
• A small game
Puzzle
• Small musical instruments
Toy vehicle
• Small rubber ball/inflatable
Sweets (use by date from March)
• A photo of yourself
A doll or teddy bear
Most items can be purchased from supermarkets, Wilkos, Matalan, B &M, Home
Bargains.
DO NOT INCLUDE
• Food (only exception is sweets)
Medicines
• Military themed items (such as toy soldiers/tanks/ guns)
• Aerosols or anything highly flammable
• Sharp items
Novels
4. Recommended donation £2.50 to help cover the cost of transporting the
box. Envelope for donation to go inside box and label to go on the outside will be
available from Church soon.
5. Please close your box with an elastic band and bring your box(es) to
Church by morning service Sunday 7th November
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Make COP26 count!
As COP26, the annual conference in which UN leaders will meet for global climate
talks approaches, faith groups from around the world are taking action to express
10 climate demands and make COP count!
• ENERGY – 100% renewable, sustainable, affordable, clean energy for all,
especially for the 800 million people without access to electricity.
• FINANCE – Global finance aligned with compassionate values – for COVID
recovery and beyond, increased financing for sustainable industry,
infrastructure and agriculture.
• EMPLOYMENT – Jobs and healthcare for all – a just transition for workers
impacted by climate change through job training, living wage and universal
healthcare and insurance.
• SELF-DETERMINATION – Respect Indigenous rights - A strong defence for the
legal rights of Indigenous communities and all environmental protectors.
• HOSPITALITY – Welcome for migrants – generous opportunities for climate
refugees to migrate and establish new homes.
• RESTORATION – No more climate pollution – net zero greenhouse gas
emissions in wealthy countries by 2030, accelerated finance/technology
transfers for global net zero before 2050.
• BIO-DIVERSITY – End the planet’s desecration – no new fossil fuel
exploration or infrastructure, no more deforestation, no more habitat or
biodiversity loss.
• DIVESTMENT - Eliminate immoral investment – no further financing or
COVID bailouts for fossil fuels and exploitative agriculture.
• REPARATION – Climate reparations from wealthy countries – initiatives by
wealthy countries in climate financing and technology transfer, in
recognition of these countries’ colonialist and environmental debt.
• COMMUNITY – Bold faith community leadership – sustained, united action
guided by the teachings of our diverse religions, ushering in an equitable,
peaceful life for all.
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Do you take any tablets that come in blister packs? Did you know these
blister packs can be recycled? St John’s church already recycles them, and
Christine Ager has offered to take the empty blister packs collected at MMC to St
John’s for recycling. So please start saving the blister packs when you have taken
all the tablets and bring them to church for recycling when you are able.
Also Janet Patmore is collecting empty crisp packets for her daughter’s school for
recycling to provide funds to buy books for the school library. Again, bring them to
church when you are able.
.……………………………………………………………………………………..
CTM Prayer Walk for Mickleover
Thursday 4th November 10-15am Meeting on Zoom. We pray for God’s
blessing upon the people, the community and businesses in the area of
Mickleover, listening to God for anything He may want to show us.
If you would like to join us please contact me, at
ray_lee16@yahoo.co.uk or phone 239645.
……………………………………………………………………………..
DOWN: 2, Human. 3, Rare. 4, Oils. 5, Ecce. 6, Raising. 7, Citizenship. 8,
Commemorate. 12, Assail. 14, Sat. 15, Scouse. 19, Sabbath. 20, Ohm. 24,
Seeds. 25, Deny. 26, Nero. 27, Star.

Thanks Ray Lee

ACROSS: 1, Charioteers. 9, Immoral. 10, Cairo. 11, SAE. 13, Inns. 16, Firm.
17, Accuse. 18, East. 20, Ogam. 21, Judith. 22, Seba. 23, Msgr. 25, Den. 28,
Inane. 29, Entreat. 30, Chrysoprase.
.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

HOT OFF THE PRESS! – from October Church Council meeting:
As instructed by Conference there will be a conversation on
Tuesday 16th November 2021 at 7.30pm on Zoom only - about on- line
communion -whether we offer it on-line and if so how. There are questions for
reflection which Rev Gill
will circulate
nearer the date. The meeting is open to all,
Thurs
1st July @10.15am
particularly those
who contact
use Zoom
asLee
theirformain
form or only form of worship.
please
Ray
details.
Tel 239645 or email raylee16@yahoo.co.uk
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