Mickleover Methodist Church
February 2022

O my Father, my God, I am in Your hands
and may I rejoice above all things in being so.
Do with me what seems good in Your sight;
only let me love you with all my mind, soul and strength.
By John Wesley
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Monday and Friday Prayer times @10am, Wednesday coffee and chat @
10am and Sunday morning worship @ 10am all continue to be available
on Zoom.
Contact Church Office for the link
Sunday school is now meeting at 10am during Sunday morning worship

CHURCH SERVICES for February 2022
Sunday 6th February. - 5th in ordinary time
10am – Phil Royle
Sunday 13th February - Racial Justice Sunday
10am – Rev Gill Sharp – All Age Worship
6.30pm - Rev Gill Sharp – Holy Communion
Sunday 20st February - Student Sunday
10am – Janet Patmore
5pm – Teatime Worship
Sunday 27th February - Sunday before Lent
10am – Rev Gill Sharp- Holy Communion
6.30pm – Songs of Praise on Zoom
Information correct at time of printing
Mickleover Methodist Church Centre Office phone: 01332 735052
Office email: church.office@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Minister: Revd Gill Sharp
email: gill.sharp@methodist.org.uk
phone: 01332 511039
Children and Families Worker: Fiona McCreddin
email: candf.w@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
phone: 01332 735052
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Message from the minister

Eco Church Update – how are we doing? And what you can do!
So far two people have signed up to be part of our Eco Church team. You
can join the team and help us become more Eco-Friendly, go to Eco
Church - An A Rocha UK Project and register now.
The 5 categories in the Eco survey – and where we are now
• Worship and Teaching
- Gold Award
• Buildings
- Silver Award
• Land
- No Award
• Community and Global Engagement - No Award
• Lifestyle
- No Award
The Business Team are working on how to improve our rating for ‘Land’
by changing the planting in the garden areas at the front of church, to
grow plants that encourage the birds and the bees and the butterflies.
You could make a bug hotel to put in the garden when it is replanted.
It is time to look closer at the ‘Community and Global Engagement’ and
‘Lifestyle’ categories.
Fairtrade Fortnight starts on 21st February and runs to 6th March
You can find out more about how Fairtrade supports farmers affected
by the climate crisis Stories From the Farm - Storytelling Tent - Fairtrade
Foundation or get involved with ‘Choose the World you Want’ Festival.
Also I encourage you to review your personal lifestyle, and read the
handy guides produced by Arocha, in particular to
• undertake a personal carbon footprint audit L4-Auditing-yourlifestyle.pdf (arocha.org.uk)
• reduce your personal energy consumption L5-You-and-yourenergy.pdf (arocha.org.uk)
• use food at home that is LOAF (Locally grown, Organic, Animalfriendly, Fairtrade) L10-You-and-your-food.pdf (arocha.org.uk)
God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image, make them
reflecting our nature, so they can be responsible for the fish in the sea, the
birds in the air, the cattle. And, yes, Earth itself, and every animal that
moves on the face of Earth.” (The Message Gen 1:26)
God has blessed us through his creation and entrusted it to us, let us each
do all we can.
Blessings, Rev Gill
Be God’s people, everywhere, every day
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Church diary for February
• TUESDAY 1ST February 4pm – Messy Church in Church
• TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP meeting on Tuesdays at 2.15pm - all very
welcome.
You will notice that the title of the group meeting on Tuesday afternoons
has changed to accommodate a warm welcome to everyone.
•
•
•
•
•

February 1st
February 8th
February 15th
February 22nd
March 1st

Rev. Michael Huggett
Rev. Gill Sharp
Member’s Afternoon
No meeting – half term
Marie Cur

• Free Parent and baby support groups every Wednesday;
10.30am to 11.30am for newborns until they are mobile
1.00pm to 2.00pm for older babies who have started to crawl
For more info please contact Fiona via the church office, Facebook
Messenger or fmc.candfwmickleovermethodist@gmail.com
• Terry Root’s Wednesday Bible Study every Wednesday at 2.00pm on
Zoom (except 9th February) - looking at Paul’s epistles starting with
the letter to the Romans
• Church Music Group – for those who play musical instruments and
enjoy singing worship songs Wednesday at 7.30pm in Church.
• Weekly Thursday morning Bible study at 233 Ladybank Road at
10am, from Thursday 3rd February
• Bible study house group Thursday evenings at 7.30pm at 17 Muswell
Road, Mackworth
• Saturday 5TH February – Saturday lunch 12noon
• Tuesday 8th February - Church Council meeting 7.30pm in Church
.
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Something to Think About
During the Christmas break, I read a delightful book which challenges our
conceptions and ideas about God.
The story is about eleven-year-old Olivia who, whilst on a seaside break
with her rather dysfunctional family, decides to escape for a while and take
her dog for a walk along the beach. Whilst searching for her dog, who has
run off, she finds that he has made friends with an old woman in a secluded
beach house. The woman begins to talk to Olivia and explains that she is
God and has come to the beach to get away from it all for a while, at the
same time as indulging in her passion for surfing. God explains that it has
come to her attention that the ten commandments need to be updated to bring
them in line with the modern world.
After some initial scepticism, Olivia puts aside her ideas of God as being a
grumpy old man and accepts that the woman may well be God (she does,
after all, make the most wonderful hot chocolate and cakes, plus the fact that
her dog has taken to the woman). Between them they decide that the existing
commandments are too negative and long-winded and spend the rest of the
day deciding on more relevant guidelines which are expressed in a single
word or phrase.
I will not go any further with the story which is called “Miss God” by Claus
Mikosch (less than half price from Postscript books) as I would ask
everyone to think about what your concept of God is and whether or not it
has developed over the years.
I would also ask each of us to put ourselves in the shoes of Olivia and come
up with ten “commandments” which are more fitting for our modern way of
thinking and relevant to the needs of the world as it is now. It would be good
if some of these thoughts could be included in the next month`s magazine
(Marilyn would be delighted to receive these). I will also put in the final
conclusions which Olivia and Miss God decided upon in the March mag.
Thinking caps on all round.

Phil Royle

It would be great if we could have some thoughts on 21st century
commandments from the youngsters!
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Marilyn

Crossword Clues
Across
1 ‘If you love those who love you, what — is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6)
4 ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 27:19) (6)
7 The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4)
8 He was the head Levite in charge of the singing when the ark of God
was brought back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8)
9 Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8)
13 Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts 3:2) (3)
16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission became in 1878 (9,4)
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation (1,1,1)
19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. — — I will praise you’
(Psalm 145:1–2) (5,3)
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24 Simon had (anag.) (8)
25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4)
26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven
times before opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6)
27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were
made of this (Daniel 2:32) (6)
Down
1 ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75)
(4)
2 Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9)
3 ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they
have put him!’ (John 20:2) (5)
4 Belief (5)
5 ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus
30:23) (4)
6 ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)
10 A seer (anag.) (5)
11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5)
12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5)
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people
(Colossians 3:11) (9)
14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of
16 Across, — and Dolls (4)
15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians
16:19) (4)
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring —
— his hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2)
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the
rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5)
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her
house (Hebrews 11:31) (5)
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of
these is love’ (1 Corinthians 13:13) (4)
23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’
(Daniel 5:26) (4)
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A fitting tribute to Bill Fisher -‘Wor Billy’
Bill was born 19 January 1929, in a house in one of the streets around the
old cattle market, very near to the main Newcastle railway station. The
family moved to new housing in Thorndale, the outskirts of Newcastle
when he was four. He went to the local school until he was fourteen when
his education abruptly ended due to a direct hit on a warehouse containing
lard and all the adjacent buildings were spattered with lard.
He found a job in a nursery garden centre, then delivered coal and finally
he got a welding apprenticeship in Swan Hunters Shipyard. Once there he
found out that those who were welding were earning a great deal more
than he was and in a huff he went to the recruiting office in Newcastle and
signed on and got his shilling.
That was February 1946 and he served his country until 1971. He did his
basic training at Devises, the first thing on arriving in Devises was to fill a
large sack with straw for his mattress. He began his new career first as a
welder and then when he asked about promotion was told he would have
to get himself educated. He began with O levels, and to A levels and later
as a WO2 in 1970 gained his degree in Maths and Metallurgy. In January
1971 Bill was demobbed and civilian life began.
In the Monday news at school Penny wrote ‘My daddy cannot get a job as
he is too old’. He did get a job with a government retraining firm. but He
hated it - no discipline! He answered an advert in The Times for lecturers
in Maths and Metallurgy at the REME Army College in Arborfield, Berkshire,
was successful and lectured there until his retirement in 1991. Bill and
Janet moved to Derby in 2000, their 17th home in forty years and blessed
with two children, they have been very happy years.
Bill was stationed in Germany, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Cyprus, back to
Germany and then to Chatham Kent lecturing all the way except in Cyprus
where he rode the water pipelines over the hills protecting them from the
enemy (President Malarias).
He earned the nick name Lemonade Charlie because he did not drink.
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Arriving in the Royal Engineer Training Establishment and workshops, his
Commanding Officer ordered him to go to dancing lessons and learn to
dance instead of leaning on the bar at Regimental “Do’s” drinking
lemonade. On the third attempt he made it through the doors, met up with
four Cpl’s who said, “Come on Sir, there’s nothing to it.” The evening began
with a long line of men facing a long line of ladies. The lesson began and to
cut a very long story short Janet commented to friend Margaret on the bus
going home, that hers was hopeless at rhythm and could they swop, which
they did and the outcome was that Bill and Janet married in August and
Michael and Margaret married eleven weeks later.
In 1959, the new Coventry
Cathedral was rising from
the ground, and Sir Basil
Spence came to the RE
Workshops with his plans
for the Crown of Thorns, to
be erected as the front wall
of the Chapel of Christ in
Gethsemane
in
the
Cathedral.
.
A colleague Joe Ferrigan along with Bill helped Sir Basil to draw out his
plans for the crown on the workshop floor. All through Janet and Bill’s
courting days he and Joe worked on the crown. cutting, shaping, bending
and arranging the pieces under Sir Basil ‘s supervision. Joe and Bill cut their
initials into the very bottom leaf, after Bill had welded all the pieces
together. The plaque in Coventry Cathedral reads ‘A gift from the Officers
and Men of the Royal Engineers’.
A few moments for Janet to remember:
-at the mess do when one of the wives asked,” Did you take the parade this
morning Georgie?” Yes, was the reply; “thought you did I heard you when
I was hanging out my washing.”
-when the first Severn Bridge was opened by the Queen in 1966, the whole
college was on parade and when called to attention as the Queen drove by
the bridge dropped.
-also while stationed at Chepstow Boys RE College, Penny found her
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daddy, on one parade, standing at ease and Bill coughed and rubbed his
nose, very clever of her as there were at least 300 soldiers on parade.
-and there was the occasion when a smartly dressed little girl sat primly on
her chair at a very important parade and her two-year-old brother escaped
from mum and chased the column of soldiers shouting “my daddy, my
daddy” at the top of his voice. The wing man caught him before he could
trip anyone up.
And so the life of the Fishers has never been dull with Bill at the helm.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Bible verses on Love
Deuteronomy 10:12
And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the
Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul.
John 13: 34-35
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: as I
have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Matthew 22: 37- 39
Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great commandment.
And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”
1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself; is
not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked,
but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.
Romans 8: 38-39
For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities
nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor
any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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For God so loved the world
From the Parish Pump - Canon Paul Hardingham considers the nature of
true love.
For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.’ (John 3:16)
This month, as we mark St Valentines’ Day, we focus on the importance
of love. In understanding the way God loves us, this verse shows us how
we should love others.
God’s love is unconditional:
God demonstrated His unconditional love for us by sending His Son into
this world, to show us how we should love others, especially when it is
undeserved! ‘There is nothing we can do to make God love us more. There
is nothing we can do to make God love us less.’ (Philip Yancey).
God’s love is sacrificial:
God’s love is not selfish or self-seeking, but selfless and self-sacrificial,
putting the needs of others first. This is demonstrated by the cross, which
is the supreme demonstration of God’s love. He died for our sins to give
us access to God’s love, which is made real in our lives by the Holy Spirit.
God’s love is forgiving:
According to the film Love Story, ‘Love means never having to say you’re
sorry.’ Yet Jesus’ love for us enables us to forgive others, as we find His
forgiveness through the gift of eternal life, available to all who put their
trust in Him.
In this World Cup Year, we remember Bobby Moore describing the terror
of receiving the World Cup from the Queen in 1966: “I noticed that the
Queen was wearing some beautiful white gloves. I looked down at my
hands and they were completely covered with mud!”
Although we approach God with dirty and spoilt lives, because of His love,
we can shake hands with a holy God and share that love with others.

Six quotes from Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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The recent death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu was mourned around the
world. Here are five of his more famous quotes, which show why he was
so especially honoured for his justice and reconciliation work in South
Africa.
“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put
together that overwhelm the world.”
“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of
the oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you
say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.”
“Don’t raise your voice, improve your argument. Good sense does not
always lie with the loudest shouters, nor can we say that a large, unruly
crowd is always the best arbiter of what is right.”
“Forgiving is not forgetting; it’s actually remembering – remembering and
not using your right to hit back. It’s a second chance for a new beginning.
And the remembering part is particularly important. Especially if you
don’t want to repeat what happened.”
“Differences are not intended to separate, to alienate. We are different
precisely in order to realise our need of one another.
‘There comes a point where we need to stop just pulling people out of the
river. We need to go upstream and find out why they’re falling in.’”
………………………………………………………….
Can you unscramble these Bible anagrams?
1.used ox
2.raze
3. I select cases
4.A shoe
5. O, I had B.A.
6. shines on a salt
7. hurt
8. Mt.Wheat

9.threes
10. Hi, mac
11. coins a loss
12. to my hit
13. me, Saul
14.metal nations
15.O, Sam
16. no Oslo fogs on ‘M’
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17. cats
18.sew herb
19.money due to ‘R’
20.Ben’s run

All We Can update
Since its origins in 1938, helping young Jewish refugees flee an annexed
and occupied Austria, bringing them to the U.K seeking freedom from
Nazi oppression All We Can has been committed to support refugees.
That work continues to this day.
We are currently working in both Za’atari Refugee Camp in Jordan, and
the camps of Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh.
In Za’atari, we are supporting Syrian refugees by giving them the
opportunities to learn new livelihood skills, such as sewing. Through
activities such as zumba and capoeira classes, All We Can are helping
bring comfort, healing and psychosocial support along with education to
children who have been forced to face the trauma of war.
All We Can is committed to continuing to stand alongside those whose
lives have been turned upside down by the Syrian refugee crisis,
supporting them as they heal from trauma of war and seek new
opportunities in Za’atari. We invite you to pray for those affected by the
crisis, and for peace across the region
In Cox’s Bazar, we have provided support for a number of different
initiatives. Through the provision of safe spaces for women, a vital space
for Rohingya refugee women to come together, receive support and
counselling, and heal from the trauma they have witnessed has been
provided. Your support has also helped provide a quality education
through essential literacy, numeracy, and life skills to Rohingya refugee
children, whose education had been interrupted.
All We Can continues to help support adults as they seek to gain
meaningful skills through which to support their families – as restrictions
on the availability of work has made this increasingly difficult.
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February light By the Revd Dr Jo White Parish Pump
We are roughly at the halfway point between the shortest day and the
Spring Equinox, so from that date on the daylight hours get longer.
In pre-Christian times, this day was known as the ‘Feast of Lights’ and
celebrated the increase strength of the life-giving sun as Winter gave way
to Spring.
One of the prayers used is this below:
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.
You make our darkness to be light.
For with You is the well of life
and in Your light shall we see light.
This month
Christ is often called the ‘Light of the World’ who came to bring light,
hope, and peace into our darkness.
Have a think about those places that are dark for you and perhaps you do
not like going there or will not go there.
Perhaps they are too painful or scary. Just pause for a short time with a lit
candle or lamp and imagine Jesus going there for you or with you.
Lighting your way. Making it safe.
He came to give us life – and life to the full – even in those dark place
…………………………………………………………………………………………
Various reflections on daily life
• Remember that Triumph is just a little ‘umph’ added to ‘try.’ – Anon
• Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be
changed, until it is faced. – James Baldwin
• The need of the world is to listen to God. – Albert Einstein
• Our prayers must mean something to us if they are to mean
anything to God. – M D Babcock
• Christ’s sheep are marked in the ear and the foot; they hear His
voice and they follow Him. – Anon
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A Recipe for a Good Year
Take twelve full months
Clean them to remove all resentment and jealously,
To make them as fresh and clean as possible.
Now cut each month into 28, 30 or 31 pieces
Then, very quietly, in each day
Blend a zest of courage, a pinch of trust,
A spoonful of patience, a ladleful of work.
Mix up the whole with a generous portion of hope,
Of faithfulness, kindness and gentleness.
Season the whole with a touch of dreams,
A bowl of laughter and a cup full of good humour.
Now pour the mixture into a big bowl of love
And, to finish, decorate with a smile and serve with tenderness.
Now you have 365 days to relish with love and thoughtfulness
…………………………………………………………………………………………….
Thursday 3rd February at 10-15am Meeting on Zoom. We pray for
God’s blessing upon the people, the community and businesses in the
area of Mickleover, listening to God for anything He may want to
show us. If you would like to join us please contact me at:
ray_lee16@yahoo.co.uk or phone 239645.
………………………………………………………………………………………………
Solutions to February crossword
ACROSS: 1, Credit. 4, Tackle. 7, Cain. 8, Kenaniah. 9, Strength. 13, Beg. 16,
Salvation Army. 17, ARC. 19, Every day. 24, Admonish. 25, Dire. 26, Sneeze.
27, Bronze.
DOWN: 1, Cock. 2, Epistolic. 3, Taken. 4, Tenet. 5, Cane. 6, Leave. 10, Erase.
11, Guide. 12, Honey. 13, Barbarian. 14, Guys. 15, Asia. 18, Rod in. 20, Voice.
21, Rahab. 22, Hope. 23, Mene.

Anagrams answers: 1.Exodus 2.Ezra 3. Ecclesiastes 4.Hosea 5.Obadiah
6.Thessalonians 7.Ruth 8.Matthew 9.Esther 10.Micah 11.Colossians
12.Timothy
13.Samuel
14.Lamentations
15.Amos.16.Song
of Solomon
here
are three
reasons for
this festival, which
is held each year
on the
17.Actsof
18.Hebrews
second
February. 19. Deuteronomy 20.Numbers
16

