Mickleover Methodist Church
March 2022

Lord Jesus
in this time of waiting
open our hearts more
of the mystery of the Cross,
strengthen us to follow
in your Way
and draw us ever deeper
into your love.
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Monday and Friday Prayer times @10am, Wednesday coffee and chat @
10am and Sunday morning worship @ 10am all continue to be available
on Zoom.
Contact Church Office for the link
Sunday school meets at 10am during Sunday morning worship except
when the service is All Age worship.

CHURCH SERVICES for March 2022
Sunday 6th March – 1st Sunday in Lent
10am – – Rev Gill Sharp
Sunday 13th March – 2nd Sunday in Lent
10am – Janet Patmore
6.30pm - Rev Gill Sharp – Holy Communion
Sunday 20st March -3rd Sunday in Lent
10am – Rev Ted Ager
5pm – Teatime Worship
Sunday 27th March - 4th Sunday in Lent
Mothering Sunday
10am – All Age Café Worship in the Large Hall with
Janet Tristram and Laraine Tuplin
6.30pm –Zoom Praise
Information correct at time of printing
Mickleover Methodist Church Centre Office phone: 01332 735052
Office email: church.office@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Minister: Revd Gill Sharp
email: gill.sharp@methodist.org.uk
phone: 01332 511039
Children and Families Worker: Fiona McCreddin
email: candfw@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
phone: 01332 735052
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Message from the minister
The season of Lent begins this year on 2nd March. Lent is the time when
we remember the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness immediately
after he been baptized and before he started his ministry of preaching,
teaching and healing. During that time Jesus fasted from food and was
tempted by the devil, so nowadays people often give up things they enjoy
during Lent, such as chocolate or sweets, or watching TV or perhaps some
other thing they are tempted by! But Lent is about much more than giving
up food or things we are tempted by. For Jesus those 40 days were time
to spend with God, time to prepare for his 3 years of ministry, time when
he showed what his life was built upon – the word of God. Each time he
was tempted, Jesus turned to scripture for his response, quoting words
written in the book of Deuteronomy and he stood firm before the devil.
Lent should be a time when we spend time with God to deepen our
relationship with him, to listen for where God is leading us and reflect on
what we are building our lives upon.
Jesus later told a story to illustrate what we should build our lives on so
we can stand firm in all circumstances, and the consequences when we
don’t! It’s a story of two builders, a wise man who builds a house on rock
and a foolish man who builds a house on sand. When the wind and the
rains come the house on the rock stood firm because it had strong
foundations on the rock, but the house on the sand collapsed and fell
because it was unstable. Jesus said ‘everyone who hears these words of
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on
the rock.’ (Matthew 7:24). It is building our lives on Jesus, the living Word
who dwelled among us, that gives us a firm foundation.
Take time to deepen your relationship with Jesus during this season of
Lent through prayer and dwelling in scripture. And may we join with the
psalmist in praise, rejoicing in all that God has done for us in and through
Jesus: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to
the Rock of our salvation. (Psalm 95:1)
Every blessing, Rev Gill
Be God’s people, everywhere, every day
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Church diary for March
• Every Monday afternoon in term time starting at 1-30pm until 3pm
Little Micklers play time for pre school children and babies
accompanied by parents or grandparents
• TUESDAY 1ST March 4pm – Messy Church in Church
• TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP meeting on Tuesdays at 2.15pm - all very
welcome.
• March 1st
Marie Curie
• March 8th
Rev. Gill Sharp
• March 15th
Larraine and Derrick Tuplin –
In search of the Northern Lights
• March 22nd
Janet Patmore
• March 29th
Alan Rowe
• Free Parent and baby support group every Wednesday;
10.30am to 11.30am for newborns until they are mobile
For more info please contact Fiona via the church office, Facebook
Messenger or candfw@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
• Terry Root’s Wednesday Bible Study every Wednesday at 2.00pm on
Zoom looking at Paul’s epistles, starting with the letter to the Romans
• Church Music Group – for those who play musical instruments and
enjoy singing worship songs Wednesday at 7.30pm in Church.
• Weekly Thursday morning Bible study at 233 Ladybank Road at
10am. During Lent we are looking at the York Course ‘Caring for
Creation’. There is room for more people!
• Bible study house group Thursday evenings at 7.30pm at 17 Muswell
Road, Mackworth
• Saturday 5TH March – Saturday lunch 12noon
………………………………………………………………………………………
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER - 4 MARCH 2022
The WDP theme for 2022 is: “I know the plans I have for you”.
The service has been written by women of England, Wales and N. Ireland.
‘I have good plans for you, not plans to hurt you. I will give you hope
and a good future....And I will bring you back from your captivity.... And
I will bring you back to this place. (Jeremiah 29:11-14
2022 is a special year for World Day of Prayer in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland. The preparation has been both challenging and
rewarding to write about the three countries that make up our area: our
landscape, people and culture all shaped by our history.
We celebrate our diversity and the contribution made to our countries by
the many groups and individuals who have made their home here. We
use our Bible text “I know the plans I have for you” from Jeremiah to
reflect on some of the issues facing us today: poverty, domestic abuse
and disability, finding hope in difficult situations and encouragement in
the help we can give to each other. The EWNI WDP National Committee
includes 18 different Christian denominations.
The programme is based on the letter that the prophet Jeremiah wrote to
the exiles in Babylonia about God’s promises for them. The exiles were in
a context of suffering, uncertainty, and opposing views on how to
respond to the moment.
`For I know the plans I have for you’, declares the LORD
`Plans to prosper you and not harm you,
Plans to give you hope and a future.’
Today the promise can be a sign of hope for all people. It carries the
message that God is always with us and God gives us hope at all times.
In the light of the situation of Russia and Ukraine, the World Day of Prayer
International Committee has invited the women of England, Wales and
N. Ireland. to prepare an additional prayer of intercession for use
throughout the world on 4 March or on any day during this critical time
for the world.
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God of the past, the present and the future,
Our thoughts and prayers are with our sisters and brothers in the Ukraine
and the surrounding countries in their fear and distress
We pray too for all other regions of the world where there is conflict,
unrest or oppression.
We pray that reconciliation will overcome hatred, peace will conquer war,
hope will replace despair and that your plans for the world and for us its
people will be fulfilled,
God, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
………………………………………………………………………………
All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain have launched an
emergency appeal in response to events unfolding in Ukraine. Working
together with the Global Relationships Team of the Methodist Church in
Britain, donations will be used to support the response to the crisis
happening in Ukraine and ensure that critical humanitarian assistance is
available to those who need it.
If people want to make a donation for Ukraine through the Church bank
account, the details are: Bank:
Account Name:
Sort code:
Account Number:

HSBC plc
Mickleover Methodist Church
403330
31071076

People can gift aid these donations by completing the "All We Can" gift
aid form which will be available on Sundays. We can arrange to get
these to people who are unable to get to Church if they contact John
SPRAY or any member of the vestry team. All completed forms need to be
returned to Church for John’s attention. Cash donations or cheques
(payable to Mickleover Methodist Church) can also be made using these
envelopes and placed in the collection plate for the next few Sundays.
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Brave New World?
By the time you read this all the covid restrictions in England will be lifted,
although many of us will continue taking suitable precautions to keep
ourselves and others virus-free. Prompted by this, I have spent the last few
days looking back through the last two years and share some of my thoughts
with you.
At the beginning of the pandemic it looked as though society was changing
with better international cooperation. We recognised the value of those who
really kept our society going, such as doctors, nurses, health workers,
teachers, supermarket staff, posties, refuse operators and those in the
distribution industry. All of these, and more, were daily risking their lives
on our behalf and for once we appreciated what they were doing. There
seemed to be a more caring attitude towards those in need, such as the
homeless and those whose income was inadequate or had lost jobs. We
became more friendly towards those who we occasionally met on the street
and came to appreciate how much we missed our families and friends. I
hoped that this would continue post pandemic.
However, it seems that this was not sustained and we have returned to a
normality where greed, self-interest, corruption and a disregard for morality
and the law has become endemic at all levels of society, government and
commerce. The gap between rich and poor has widened and there is a lack
of compassion for the most needy.
On the positive side, many of us can delight in “lockdown babies” which
have provided us with joy. I was heartened when the Methodist Church
synods and conference voted overwhelmingly to open the way for same-sex
marriages in our churches. I was deeply saddened when, regardless of a
majority of church meeting members and church council being in favour of
this, the eventual outcome was that we did not take this opportunity to
demonstrate that God`s love is unconditional and that our church no longer
sanctions discrimination. I continue to hope for better things to come in
church and society.
Phil Royle
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Did any of you think over the month of ten positive guidelines?
Here are the ones Olivia and Miss God came up with in the book.
1) Love life
2) Respect others
3) Make time for yourself
4) Honour nature
5) Forgive

6) Keep your word
7) Share
8) Stay curious
9) Trust your heart
10) Be grateful

……………………………………………………
Anxiety comes top
The word ‘anxiety’ has been chosen by children as how they would
describe their experience of 2021.
Oxford University Press (OUP) asked more than 8,000 pupils, aged
between seven and 14, to select a word from a shortlist of 10 words. The
words were: anxiety, challenging, isolate, wellbeing, resilience, bubble,
kindness, remote, cancelled, empathy.
The children were asked to choose which word they felt was most
applicable to them. ‘Anxiety’ was closely followed by ‘challenging’, and
then ‘isolate’.
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Why God made mums
These were the answers given by some seven- year-olds…
Why did God give you to your mother, and not to some other mum?
1. We’re related.
2. God knew she likes me a lot more than other kids’ mums like me.
3. Other mums wouldn’t understand about me being afraid in the dark.
What would it take to make your mum perfect?
1. On the inside she’s already perfect. Outside, I think some kind of plastic
surgery.
2. Diet. You know, her hair. I’d diet, maybe blue.
3. She would understand why the dog needs to sleep with me at night.
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Children and families
Hello everybody.
This year is flying by already and I can’t believe its March already! So nice
to see some signs of Spring at last though. We have quite a few things that
have either started or due to start soon with the children, families and
community work.
1. We have started our all age community walks with our first one at
Langley Country Park, being led by Derrick and Laraine. We hope to do
these once a month, so if any of you are able to volunteer to lead a short
walk at some point, that would be wonderful! It may take a while to get
the ball rolling, but I’ve asked Our Mickleover as well as Mickleover Online
to share, and I have joined meetings with the Mickleover Partnership
Network to start sharing them more widely.
2. Messy Church is back and running, though we are doing things a little
differently with no main meal for the time being. We are having to rebuild
this to some extent, as some families have moved away or the children
have grown and moved on to other things. But, we have a core of regulars
who attend and its lovely to see them. Please pray for more to join us as
we build new relationships. We have had some great fun at the sessions
since we restarted ‘in person’. Volunteers always welcome, so please get
in touch if you’d like to get more involved!
3. Parent & Baby Support Group (‘Mini Micklers’). This has proved to
be a popular smaller scale group to compliment Micklers. The Wednesday
morning sessions are for newborns/younger babies who aren’t yet
mobile. Parents bring their own toys and mats, so minimal ‘set up’, and
group size is kept small. It’s a lovely, gentle way for new parents to meet
others. Of course main Micklers is back on, on Monday afternoons for
older babies and toddlers.
4. ‘Art & Crafts for Wellbeing’ – I am hoping to initially get a 6 week
course going soon. This is a community thing, and is aimed at creating a
safe space for people to be creative but with a focus on well being and
mental health. It is aimed at people who may have been struggling with
lock downs, bereavements, stress, juggling/missing out on family/life. This
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will be on a Monday evening (to allow people to attend after work) in the
‘Upper Room’... if you want to help, again, please let me know.
That’s just a few things, with more to follow! If you can help with anything,
either in person or in preparing things, please let me know.
5.
We also plan to have another ‘Easter Trail’ working with Churches
Together… plans are in the pipeline, as well as for some other Easter
activities for Children and families.
Please continue to pray, especially for opportunities to nurture and build
relationships and through that a chance to share our faith naturally.
Every Blessing
Fiona
…………………………………………………………
Some miscellaneous observations on life:
The real purpose of a child’s full name is so he can tell when he’s really in
trouble.
Never buy a car you can’t push.
City life: Millions of people being lonesome together. – Thoreau
Conference: The confusion of one person multiplied by the number
present. – Anon
Commuter: A person who has a complaint of longstanding. – Anon
Never drive faster than your guardian angel can fly. – Anon
This is not my bald patch; it’s a solar panel for brain power. – Anon
Looking at God < Editorial < March 2019
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Round, like a circle in a spiral, like a wheel within a wheel…
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness considers the aim of Lent – from the Parish Pump

Many years ago, at the Pleasure Beach at Blackpool, there was a certain
‘ride’ that was strictly for the physically fit. It consisted of a flat wooden
disc about 20 feet in diameter and set at an angle of 45 degrees in the
floor. When it began to rotate, the aim was to get to the centre where
there was a pole. As the disc rotated faster and faster, everyone who failed
to get to the pole got flung off. Nowadays there’s probably a regulation
banning it as far too dangerous!
The principle of the game was a basic law of physics. When any wheel
rotates, the outer rim moves fastest of all. Half way to the centre and you
are moving a lot more slowly. And, theoretically, at the absolute centre
will be a point which is totally still. That’s why anyone who reached that
pole could stand there quite comfortably.
We have just started the Church’s season of Lent. . It’s a time to remind
us that in our own rapidly spinning world, God is the still centre.
All around God is motion, sound, change and decay – galaxies circling,
seasons and years rotating, life developing and decaying. And at the still
centre, where there is no variableness, is God, the same yesterday, today
and forever.
One great characteristic of Jesus was His stillness. His life always seemed
to rotate round a still central point, which gave Him His balance and
authority.
“Be still then and know that I am God” wrote the Psalmist. Lent is a time
for us to stop and remember that. Lent is a good time to be a little more
silent than usual – quicker to listen and slower to speak. And the more
silent spaces we give ourselves, the more we’ll give that still, small Voice
within.
God’s stillness is still full of energy. That still centre of the spinning disc is
also the point which drives the rest of the rotating circle. Equally, when
we’re in touch with that still centre, we’ll be able to give strength and
support to those who feel they’re spinning at the edges.
Being still does mean that we need to take time to pause, to take stock, to
take a critical look at our lives. That’s what Lent is about. On the spinning
discs of our own lives, we need to remember that there is a still centre,
calm and yet full of energy – which is where God is.
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Crossword Clues & Answers
Across
1 Arouse (Song of Songs 2:7) (6)
4 Extinguish (Isaiah 1:31) (6)
8 ‘“They — — ,” you will say, “but I’m not hurt!”’ (Proverbs 23:35) (3,2)
9 Unhappiness (Nehemiah 2:2) (7)
10 Jewish (7)
11 Dirge (anag.) (5)
12 ‘A truthful witness gives honest — , but a false witness tells lies’
(Proverbs 12:17) (9)
17 Paul quoted from the second one in his address in the synagogue at
Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:33) (5)
19 ‘Do not use your freedom to — the sinful nature’ (Galatians 5:13) (7)
12

21 ‘As you can see, he has done nothing to — death’ (Luke 23:15) (7)
22 Name applied by Isaiah to Jerusalem (Isaiah 29:1) (5)
23 ‘All the people — — one man, saying, “None of us will go home”’
(Judges 20:8) (4,2)
24 Lazarus, who was carried by angels to Abraham’s side when he died,
was one (Luke 16:20) (6)
Down
1 Appalled (Job 26:11) (6)
2 ‘In an — to escape from the ship, the sailors let the lifeboat down into
the sea’ (Acts 27:30) (7)
3 Expel (Acts 18:16) (5)
5 ‘But I have a baptism to — , and how distressed I am until it is
completed!’ (Luke 12:50) (7)
6 ‘Of the increase of his government and peace there will be — — ’
(Isaiah 9:7) (2,3)
7 Hurry (Psalm 119:60) (6)
9 ‘For I desire mercy, not — , and acknowledgement of God rather than
burnt offerings’ (Hosea 6:6) (9)
13 One of its towns was Sychar, where Jesus met a woman at Jacob’s well
(John 4:5) (7)
14 Shouting (Acts 7:57) (7)
15 Arachnid (Isaiah 59:5) (6)
16 One of Paul’s first converts in Philippi was Lydia, a — in purple cloth
(Acts 16:14) (6)
18 Donkeys (5)
20 Raked (anag.) (5)
………………………………………………………………………………….
A new set of rules for editing!!!!!!!
1. Verbs HAS to agree with their subjects.
2. Prepositions are not words to end sentences with.
3. And don’t start a sentence with a conjunction.
4. It is wrong to ever split an infinitive.
5. Avoid cliches like the plague. (They’re old hat.)
6. Also, always avoid annoying alliteration.
7. Be more or less specific
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World Watch List for 2022 names worst 50 countries
Open Doors has recently released the 2022 World Watch List, its annual
ranking of the top 50 counties where Christians face the most extreme
persecution.
For 2022, Afghanistan is the worst country in the world for the extreme
persecution of Christians. It comes top because the Taliban are back in
control. North Korea now comes second, followed by Somalia, Libya,
Yemen, Eritrea, Nigeria, Pakistan, Iran, and India in the top ten.
But the problem is worldwide. “At least 360 million Christians around the
world experience high levels of persecution and discrimination,” says
Open Doors. “That’s an astonishing one in seven of the global Christian
population.
“Persecution of Christians has reached the highest levels since the Open
Doors World Watch List began nearly 30 years ago.”
And Open Doors warns that the Taliban victory in Afghanistan has
“bolstered Islamic militants in neighbouring Pakistan, and may well
embolden jihadist groups in other regions. The Taliban’s success
encourages extremists around the world.”
Certainly, Christians across sub-Saharan Africa also face increasing
violence from Islamic militants. In Nigeria, more Christians are killed for
their faith than in the rest of the world combined. But they are also badly
persecuted in Mozambique, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Central
African Republic, Mali, Cameroon, and Burkina Faso.
Meanwhile, the global Church is increasingly a refugee church, because of
the more than 84 million people around the world who have been forcibly
displaced and are living as refugees in another country or displaced within
their own country, many are Christians fleeing persecution.
https://www.opendoorsuk.org
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Thursday morning Bible Study in Lent –
York Course – Caring for creation

starting Thursday March 10th

The human race is facing its greatest challenge: global warming, leading
to climate change. This, along with the damage we have done, and are
still doing to the environment, God’s wonderful creation, means that we
all have to make radical changes to our whole way of life.
Many of us who care about this issue are sometimes understandably
quite pessimistic about the future. That’s where faith in God should make
a difference. Hope for the future is not the same as being optimistic.
Being optimistic suggests always looking on the bright side. A hope based
on faith in God should enable us to open our eyes and see what is actually
happening to our planet today, and still believe there is much that we can
do, individually and together, with God to guide and strengthen us.
The 2020 Coronavirus pandemic continues to have a big impact on all our
lives. It has important lessons to teach us about our life together on this
planet, especially when we compare it to the greatest challenge of all to
life on earth: climate change.
SESSION 1: The Environment
Focusing on God’s wonderful creation, planet earth, the place of human
kind in it, and why it is under threat.
SESSION 2: Global Warming and Climate Change
Some facts and figures about climate change, and why faith in a Creator
God should give us hope.
SESSION 3: The Age of Humans – The Anthropocene Era
How we human beings with our god-like powers can still undo some of
the terrible damage we have done and are doing to our planet.
SESSION 4: Coming out of Denial and Facing Crisis
Many of us find it hard to face up to the reality of climate change, and
make the necessary changes to our lifestyle. We need to understand why
this is so, and how our faith can help us.
SESSION 5: Faith, Hope and Love
We urgently need to be clear about our Christian response to the present
crisis: it challenges what we believe; it is also about how we can live in hope, and
meet the demands of Christian love.
15

Do you have a favourite Bible verse/passage that celebrates the wonder
of God’s creation?
How connected do you feel to the rest of Creation?
Are there ways in which you could be more intentional about caring for
creation?
Creator of all life,
We thank you for the precious Earth you so carefully crafted.
How grateful we are
for the blessing it is
to marvel at your wonderful creation.
We lament the ways
in which humans have chosen to seek dominance instead of practising
care.
We ask that you would humble us
and help us to see ourselves
not as separate from the rest of creation but as components of it.
Guide us as we seek to turn our gratitude for the Earth into action to care
for it,
and let us never forget
that to love and care for the Earth
is an expression of our worship and love for you.
Amen.
written by Molly Pugmire for the Season of Creation 2021
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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March brings us Lent and Mothering Sunday. Lent is a time of spiritual
self-assessment as we prepare for Easter. It is a time to turn to God and
grow closer to him. Mothering Sunday reminds us of not only the
mothers that have loved and raised us, but Church, who has spiritually
loved and nurtured us throughout our Christian journeys.
How many words can you find on these themes in this Lent word search?
spiritual
easter
preparation
fasting
prayer

Desert
self denial
repentance
Seeking
Love

finding
growing
mothers
disciples
worldwide
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Care
Nurture
Learning
Teaching

flowers
thankyou
nursing
Family

The Computer Swallowed Grandad!
The computer swallowed Grandad!
Yes! Honestly! It’s true!
He pressed Control and Enter –
And disappeared from view!
It devoured him completely
The thought just makes me squirm!
He must have caught a virus
Or been swallowed by a worm!
I’ve searched through the recycle bin
And files of every kind;
I’ve even searched the internet
But nothing did I find.
I went to Mr Google
My searches to refine
His reply was in the negative,
‘Nothing found’ was Google’s line.
So, if inside your inbox
My Grandad you should see –
Please copy, scan, and paste him
And send him back to me!
By Nigel Beeton – Parish Pump

……

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Thursday 3rd March at 10-15am.
We pray for God’s blessing upon the people, the community and
businesses in the area of Mickleover, listening to God for anything He
may want to show us. If you would like to join us please contact me at:
ray_lee16@yahoo.co.uk or phone 23964
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The clocks go forward 27 March

…………………………………………………………………………………

Solutions to March crossword
ACROSS: 1, Awaken. 4, Quench. 8, Hit me. 9, Sadness. 10, Semitic. 11, Ridge.
12, Testimony. 17, Psalm. 19, Indulge. 21, Deserve. 22, Ariel. 23, Rose as. 24,
Beggar.
DOWN: 1, Aghast. 2, Attempt. 3, Eject. 5, Undergo. 6, No end. 7, Hasten. 9,
Sacrifice. 13, Samaria. 14, Yelling. 15, Spider. 16, Dealer. 18, Asses. 20,
.Drake.
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