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Monday and Friday Prayer times @10am, Wednesday coffee and chat @
10am and Sunday morning worship @ 10am all continue to be available
on Zoom.
Contact Church Office for the link
Sunday school meets at 10am during Sunday morning worship except
when the service is All Age worship.

CHURCH SERVICES for May 2022
Sunday 1st May– 3rd Sunday of Easter
10am – Anna Forey
Sunday 8th May – Vocations Sunday
10am – Rev Gill Sharp
6.30pm - Rev Gill Sharp – Easter Offering and Holy Communion
Sunday 15th May– 5th Sunday of Easter /Christian Aid
10am – Rev Gill Sharp - Holy Communion
5pm – Tea and Worship
Sunday 22nd May- 6th Sunday of Easter / Aldersgate Sunday
10am – Rev Chris Briggs- All Age Worship
Sunday 29th May - 7th Sunday of Easter/Sunday in Ascensiontide
10am – Mark Davies
6.30pm –Zoom Praise
Information correct at time of printing
Mickleover Methodist Church Centre Office phone: 01332 735052
Office email: church.office@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Minister: Revd Gill Sharp
email: gill.sharp@methodist.org.uk
phone: 01332 511039
Children and Families Worker: Fiona McCreddin
email: candfw@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
phone: 01332 735052
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From the minister
What will you celebrate on May 24th?
Some might celebrate a birthday or anniversary. For us as Methodists it is
a special day for another reason, it’s Wesley Day. A special day to
celebrate John Wesley’s life-changing experience in 1738 when he was 35
years old and already an ordained Anglican priest. Until that day John
Wesley had seemingly done all the right things - dedicated his life to God,
studied theology at Oxford University, co-founded the Holy Club, helped
those in need - and yet he did not feel truly loved by God, and his time as
a missionary in Georgia, America had been something of a failure.
24th May marks the day on which John Wesley in 1738 experienced the
love of God in a very real, and life-changing way, totally unexpectedly. He
wrote ‘In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate
Street, where one was reading Luther’s “Epistle to the Romans”. About a
quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works
in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt
I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation: and an assurance was given
me that he had taken away my sins, even mine.’
Even though John Wesley went unwillingly to the meeting, he was paying
attention, listening attentively as Luther’s words on the letter to the
Romans were read, and in that time and that place he experienced God’s
Spirit working within him giving him the assurance of forgiveness he had
never felt before. The following year Wesley started preaching outdoors
going to where the people were, in the fields, at the coal mines, sharing
the message about Jesus with all.
So let us celebrate on 24th May, not just that Wesley’s heart was strangely
warmed, and his life changed, but that we can all have the same
assurance of God’s love and forgiveness through faith in Jesus. Like
Wesley, we too must share this good news empowered by the Holy Spirit,
telling others of Jesus and of God’s love for all, ‘For it is with
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth
that you profess your faith and are saved.’ (Romans 10:10)
May the Lord bless you and keep you,
Be God’s people, everywhere,
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Rev Gill

Church diary for May:
• Every Monday afternoon in term time starting at 1-30pm until 3pm.
Little Micklers play time for pre-school children and babies
accompanied by parents or grandparents
• TUESDAY 3rd May 4pm – Messy Church in Church
• TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP meeting on Tuesdays at 2.15pm - all very
welcome.
• May 3rd - Raymond Lunt
• May 10th Brenda Green – Sarnia Cherie
• May 17th Bible verses
• May 24th Rev Gill Sharp
• May 31st Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Party!!!
• Free Parent and baby support group every Wednesday;
10.30am to 11.30am for parents of newborns until they are mobile
For more info please contact Fiona via the church office, Facebook
Messenger or candfw@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
• Terry Root’s Wednesday Bible Study every Wednesday at 2.00pm on
Zoom looking at Paul’s letters in the Bible.
• Church Music Group – for those who play musical instruments and
enjoy singing worship songs Wednesday at 7.30pm in Church.
• Weekly Thursday morning Bible study at 233 Ladybank Road at
10am.
• Bible study house group Thursday evenings at 7.30pm at 17 Muswell
Road, Mackworth
• Saturday lunch 7th May 12 @ noon – jacket potato, salad and choice
of fillings plus mouth-watering desserts at a reasonable price in aid of
Church funds. (No lunch 4TH June – instead afternoon tea party to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. All are invited to come.
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Important diary dates:
Sunday 8 May after morning service – Church’s Annual General meeting
If you haven’t received minutes for the AGM 2021 or the agenda for this
meeting let me know (Marilyn 512286). Paper copies in the Church foyer
from Sunday 24 April with a copy of the Annual Report and Financial
statement.
Vacancies on the Leadership and Vestry teams and for Church reps on
Church Council. Nominations for election to any of the posts shown in the
agenda should be given in writing to Rev Gill Sharp by 4 May 2022.
Nomination forms for these vacancies are available from me.
Please pray that people will step forward to take on these important roles,
remembering that God could be calling you! Marilyn
Sunday 8 May evening Holy Communion service at 6.30pm is also the
Easter Offering service for the Circuit.
Saturday 5th June The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee tea party at Church from
3pm to 5pm for everyone, adults and children, whether associated with
Church or members of the community.
The hall will be decorated; songs from the 50s playing and a series of
photographic images about the Queen’s reign + a tea. Stalls will be run by
the youth groups associated with Church.
A box of goodies will be distributed to our housebound members in the
congregation. If you would like to receive a delivery, please let the Church
Office or your pastoral visitor know in advance. Numbers to be with Pam
by Sunday 22 May please.
Donations of favourite cakes and savouries will be welcomed.
Decorate a regal hat – prize for the best
Jubilee souvenir booklet will be available for £2 – children’s edition free.
No set charge for the tea but donations welcomed
Volunteers please to help put up bunting and set out the hall and clear
away after 5pm.
ßLeadership Team
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Journeying On
I had a Morgan Club T-shirt, until it was purloined by Freddie, which said
“It`s the journey- not the destination” on the front. This is quite appropriate
for Morgan drivers, as not only do we not know whether the car will reach
the destination, but also, we tend to veer off route to explore the highways,
byways and interesting-looking places along the way.
Perhaps this attitude is ingrained in me, because upon setting off from home
to go on holiday, my Dad would say, “The holiday starts NOW!”. I think he
was just getting his excuse in for the frequent diversions, which were not
being lost, but merely going a different way. Thus, my family got to know
many lovely towns, villages and cafes which are off the beaten track.
As Christians are we so fixed on our destination that we do not take time to
enjoy the journey, to explore different ideas, beliefs and attitudes towards
life? Do we zoom off down the motorway with our eyes fixed on the road
ahead (and occasionally behind) with our only companions being other road
users doing the same? Or do we travel a road less frequented with ups and
downs, surprises and a new view around every corner.
As I mature in years – that`s my way of saying “getting older” – I realise
that I value the time taken to meander, to explore, to take my time and to
embrace new ideas. This is both in the physical world but also in the spiritual
aspects of my life as well. I may accept new ideas or I may reject them but,
on the whole, I have given them careful consideration.
For my recent “big” birthday (every day is a bonus now that I have reached
the 3 score and 10), Liz gave me a book entitled “Big Panda and Tiny
Dragon” which is a beautifully illustrated book with thoughts and ideas
based on Buddhist philosophy. On one page, Tiny Dragon asks of Big Panda
“Is it the journey or the destination which is the most important?”. The reply
came “It`s the friends we meet along the way!”.
I`ve not yet reached my destination but am trying to get the most out of the
journey which is enhanced by those wonderful friends with whom I share
my travels.
Phil Royle
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Children and Families news from Fiona
Hello all!
It's been a very busy few weeks, with Palm Sunday services and 2 Easter
holiday clubs in addition to our regular activities. It was lovely to see some
new faces attend, as well as meet some of your grandchildren. All who
attended enjoyed themselves, and the children left laden with assorted
things they had made! Thank you to all who volunteered and helped make
it possible to run the sessions.
Looking ahead:st
• Messy Church on the 1 Tuesday of the month. (We no longer do a
main meal, but I have to say the snacks are brilliant!) Suggested
voluntary donation of £2.00 (but free to anyone who is struggling).
Next Messy Church is on 3rd May starting at 4pm.
• In May we are joining in with ‘Derby Walking’ Festival walk and
hosting a walk along the cycle path. Meet opposite 'the Great
Northern' 2.30pm 29 May... again, all welcome!
• Art for Wellbeing. Currently running Monday nights, but might move
to Weds pm. 6.30pm for 1 ½ hours. Sessions free to those on low
incomes or give what you can! (Can be joined at any time, but will run
in blocks of 6 weeks if enough demand). Please contact Fiona for
more info.
• Little Micklers is back on Monday afternoon 25 April from 1.30pm
(NB. currently has a waiting list – contact Church Office)
• Parent support group for parents of newborns/non-mobile babies
continues this Wednesday for an hour from 10.30am (This is ‘no
frills’ but is just a place to meet other parents and reduce isolation ...
smaller scale, so perfect for less confident parents). Bring own toys
and mat! This is FREE to attend.
• For those on Facebook, please remember to check and follow the
Church Facebook page.
•

Thank you again for your prayers and support
Every blessing, Fiona.
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Crossword Clues
Across
1 Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4) (11)
9 ‘The — are mantled with corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7)
10 ‘Each man—a sword to his side’(Exodus32:27)(5)
11 On the death of Jesus the curtain in the temple was torn from— to
bottom (Matthew 27:51) (3)
13 Stagger(Isaiah 28:7)(4)
16 ‘Anyone,then,who knows the good he ought——and doesn’t do it,
sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2)
17 Stir up or provoke(Acts13:50)(6)
18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4)
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20 ‘As far as the east is from the—,so far has he removed our
transgressions from us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4)
21 Sign(Luke23:38)(6)
22 ‘After that,Jesus poured water into a basin and began to—his disciples’
feet’ (John 13:5) (4)
23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which swallowed up the good
ears in Pharaoh’s dream Genesis 41:23) (4)
25 Has(anag.)(3)
28 ‘This is the account of Shem,Ham and Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1)
(5)
29 ‘I will...make them drunk,so that they...sleep for—and— awake’
(Jeremiah 51:39) (4,3)
30 Paul said of him,‘he often refreshes me and is not ashamed of my
chains’ (2 Timothy 1:16) (11)
Down
2 Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5)
3 ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4)
4 ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly — appeared with the angel’
(Luke 2:13) (4)
5 Slip (anag.) (4)
6 ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into the door, and he will
become your servant for life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4)
7 Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11)
8 ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10)
(11)
12 Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6)
14 Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3)
15 ‘He...became obedient to death,even death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8)
(1,5)
19 Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7)
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her tears’(Luke7:38)(3)
24 One who worships Brahma,Vishnu or Shiva(5)
25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’(Luke6:30)(4)
26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills;where does my—come from?’ (Psalm
121:1) (4)
27 Judah as judgment on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4)
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Christian Aid Week 15-22 May 2022
Jessica Mwedzi smiles with love for her children as she stirs a single bowl
of porridge for them...
But she knows they’re hungry for more. This one bowl of porridge is all she
and her family can eat today: ‘My children crave a decent meal, but I can’t
provide. We often go to bed on an empty stomach. It pains me to send
them to bed hungry.’
For Jessica, drought means every day is a struggle for survival.
Like many women in rural Zimbabwe - 7 out of 10 rely on farming for
income and food - she toils on her farm, but nothing can grow on her ashen,
dry land. Drought starves. Intensified by the climate crisis, and the effects
of war in Ukraine on global food production, it drives families into hunger.
Jessica recalls that ‘One year, we had no rain. The scorching sun burnt my
crops just as they were about to bloom. It was so painful and
disheartening.’
It’s unjust that drought - exacerbated by the effects of conflict and the
global pandemic - robs Jessica of the power to provide for her family. Her
husband is unwell, so she's the only breadwinner. Her children look up to
her, but she has nothing left to give.
Jessica is anything but helpless. In the face of drought, her love for her
family gives her courage to stand strong - and we stand with Jessica.
As the golden sun fades across the sky, Jessica watches her much-loved
sons and daughters sing, dance and play outside. Can you imagine how it
feels for her to know her children are hungry, but have nothing left to give?
She finds a ray of hope that she will overcome this tough time - and be able
to provide her children with good food, and a full life, free from hunger.
Could you give today, and help this loving mum provide food and hope for
her family?
The church charity for May is Christian Aid. Envelopes will be available at
the back of Church on Sundays or pay through the church bank account. If
you are a taxpayer, please consider gift aiding your donation.
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Thy Kingdom Come 2022 | 26th May - 5th June
Beginning on Ascension Day until Pentecost Sunday, Christians around
the globe, from all denominations, are invited to hold as a focus for their
prayers a desire for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit – upon them,
their friends and the church.
The Holy Spirit is God's promised presence with us, enabling us to be
witnesses ourselves of the heavenly Father's revolutionary love for us in
Christ first-hand, and then be witnesses to Jesus to the world.
Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy.
Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy.
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy.
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy.
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy.
[St Augustine of Hippo]
And the promise is sure:
'So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks,
the door will be opened. 11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child
asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if the child asks for
an egg, will give a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!' [Luke 11:9-13]
Thy Kingdom Come encourages each of us to hold five specific people in
mind in these days; so that the gift of the Holy Spirit would work through
us for their sake, but also would touch their own lives.
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……………………………………………………………………………
Galatians 6:9
9 Let

us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up.
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Ascension Day
This month at Ascension Day, we remember Jesus ascending to ‘God’s right
hand’ (1 Peter 3:22). It’s a somewhat neglected Christian festival, taking
place on a Thursday, 40 days after Easter. However, this phrase is used in
three different contexts in the New Testament.
Sitting at God’s right hand
Jesus occupies a position of power and authority at the centre of the
universe, ‘exalted to the right hand of God’ (Acts 2:33). This position was
secured by His death and resurrection, enabling us to experience the life of
heaven, including eternal life, forgiveness, healing and the power to
transform lives and communities. Is this our expectation and experience?
Standing at God’s right hand
Our experience of heaven is only partial because of the presence of
suffering and disappointment in our lives. Stephen, the first Christian
martyr, saw Jesus ‘standing at the right hand of God’ (Acts 7:56), when
being stoned to death. Do we see that Jesus is on the throne and has a
purpose for our lives, even when we are going through setbacks and
difficulties? As a result of Stephen’s death, the church grew and the apostle
Paul was impacted. Where do we see the fruit of the suffering in our lives?
Praying at God’s right hand
Finally, we are told that Jesus is ‘interceding for us’ at God’s right hand
(Romans 8:34 & Hebrews 7:25). Jesus is on our side at the heart of the
universe and fully knows our needs when praying for us. He is for us, even
when we feel defeated by the wrong things in our lives. How does this help
us now?
So where has Jesus gone? Because He is in heaven, the Ascension opens up
the possibility that we can experience the life of heaven, both now and in
eternity.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Colossians 4:5-6
5 Be

wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned
with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.
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Oils of various kinds are part of our lives –
Barbara Echlin, Green Christian Vice C
Oil is produced from various plants: olives, sunflowers, corn, rape seeds,
mustard seeds, rice. We use it in our favourite food dishes from fried fish
and chips to salad dressings. Painting in oils has produced masterpieces of
Art. Lubricating oil keeps the wheels turning.
Two particular types of oil are causing huge problems: palm oil and fossil
oil. Many processed foods contain palm oil. This is hugely problematic as
many massive palm oil tree plantations have replaced virgin rain forest.
The other problem oil is petroleum, also called crude oil. It is a fossil fuel,
formed from the remains of ancient marine organisms, such as plants,
algae, and bacteria. These organisms fall to the bottom of the sea once
they die and over time get trapped under multiple layers of sand and mud
– a process that has been going on for millions of years.
The crucial point is that the carbon within this fossil oil has been safely
locked away under the ground and the sea for millennia. By digging it up,
pumping it out and burning it we are releasing that carbon into the
atmosphere – a practice we need to stop. At the launch of the latest
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Report UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres said: “It’s time to stop burning our planet and investing
in the abundant renewable energy all around us.”
For over a century we have used these fossil oils to power our cars, our
planes, our homes and our factories. A year ago, in May 2021, the head of
the International Energy Agency said, “If governments are serious about
the climate crisis, there can be no new investments in oil, gas and coal,
from now – from this year.”
We need a transition period to develop alternatives, but we have sufficient
oil wells already in operation to get us through the next couple of
decades. Licensing new oil wells now makes no sense. By the time they
come on stream 20 years from now we will have had plenty of time to get
renewable alternatives in place.
The future for oil? Continue to use and enjoy oil products from plants
growing now but leave the fossil oil under the ground.
14

May is the month when the Romans held their festival to honour the
mother-goddess Maia, goddess of nature and growth. (May is named after
her.) The early Celts celebrated the feast of Beltane, in honour of the sun
god, Beli.
For centuries in ‘Olde England’ the people went mad in May. After the
hardship of winter, and hunger of early Spring, May was a time of
indulgence and unbridled merriment.
May Day was a time for dancing on the green around the May pole,
archery, vaulting, wrestling, and evening bonfires.
The Protestant reformers took a strong stand against May Day, and in 1644
May Day was abolished altogether. Many May poles came down – only to
go up again at the Restoration, when the first May Day of King Charles’s
reign was ‘the happiest Mayday that hath been many a year in England’,
according to Pepys.
May Day to most people today brings vague folk memories of a young
Queen of the May decorated with garlands and streamers and flowers, a
May Pole to weave, Morris dancing, and the intricacies of well dressing at
Tissington in Derbyshire.
May Day is a medley of natural themes such as sunrise, the advent of
summer, growth in nature, and – since 1833 – Robert Owen’s vision of a
millennium in the future.
May Day is when there would be no more poverty, injustice or cruelty, but
harmony and friendship. This is why, in modern times, May Day has
become Labour Day, which honours the dignity of workers.
There has never been a Christian content to May Day, but nevertheless
there is the well-known 6am service on the top of Magdalen Tower at
Oxford where a choir sings in the dawn of May Day,
An old May carol includes the lines:
The life of man is but a span, it flourishes like a flower
We are here today and gone tomorrow –
………………………………………………………….
A Cheshire vicar has two cats. Their names are Ancient and Modern –
because they are both hims.
Was Noah’s wife called Joan of Ark?
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CTM Prayer Walk – Thursday 5th May at 10-15am Meet at Robin Car park
(St. Johns will be busy with two polling
stations). ray_lee16@yahoo.co.uk or phone 239645. Ray Lee
………………………………………………………………………………………..
Quilt of Hope Churches Together
The wall hanging is nearly complete and we are at present quilting it. We
thank all those who have contributed to it so far Now we would like to
ask for buttons. Not just any buttons but ones that hold a memory. The
buttons will both decorate the quilt and help with the quilting process.
Take your buttons to any of the churches in an envelope with your name
and phone number on. Any questions contact Judi Witcomb. 0753149589
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Answers to the crossword on pages 8 and 9
ACROSS: 1, Overwhelmed. 9, Valleys. 10, Strap. 11, Top. 13, Reel. 16,
To do. 17, Incite. 18, Load. 20, West. 21, Notice. 22, Wash. 23, Thin.
25, Ash. 28, Noah’s. 29, Ever not. 30, Onesiphorus.
DOWN: 2, Value. 3, Reed. 4, Host. 5, Lisp. 6, Ear lobe. 7, Overflowing.
8, Opportunity. 12, Obtain. 14, Lid. 15, A cross. 19, Abstain. 20, Wet.
24, Hindu. 25, Asks. 26, Help. 27, Hero
A smile is a curve which helps to put things straight. – Anon
People have always named their children after expensive
things: Mercedes, Chardonnay, Dior. This year, look out for: Electric,
Gas, and Petrol. – Anon
Experience is a wonderful thing. It enables you to recognise a mistake
when you make it again. – Anon
Do you know your hymns?
Dentist’s Hymn…………Crown Him with Many Crowns
Weatherman’s Hymn……… There Shall Be Showers of Blessings
Contractor’s Hymn………..The Church’s One Foundation
Tailor’s Hymn…………..Holy, Holy, Holy
Golfer’s Hymn…………There’s a Green Hill Far Away

16

