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Artwork by Francesca Ross
Almighty and gracious God

70 years ago, a young woman, Elizabeth, made a commitment to
serve you in the life to which you called her.

We thank you that, through all the changes in public life and
personal life, she has remained faithful to that commitment.

May we also hear your voice, respond to your call, seek your
guidance and remain faithful as we journey the pilgrimage of life
with you.

Bless us, Lord, and bless our Queen. Amen

The Methodist Church



Monday and FridayPrayertimes @ 10am,Wednesdaycoffee and chat
@ 10amand Sundaymorningworship @ 10amall continueto be
availableon Zoom
ContactChurchOfficefor the link
Sundayschoolmeetsat 10amduring Sundaymorning worship except
when the serviceis All Ageworship.

CHURCH SERVIE&ESine2022

Sunday5™" June- Pentecost
10am — Christina Achu

Sundayl2th June-LocalArrangement and All Age Worship
Trinity Sundayand Methodist Homes
10am — Marilyn Bagworth and Janet Tristram
6.30pm — Rev Neil Draper - Holy Communion

Sundayl9" June— Sanctuary Sunday
10am — Rev David Owen - Holy Communion

Sunday26™ June- Conference Sunday
10am — John McCartney

Information correct at time of printing

Mickleover Methodist Church Centre Office phone: 01332 735052
Office email: church.office@mickleovermethodist.org.uk

Minister: Revd Gill Sharp (on sabbatical leave for 3 months)
Contact Church Office — details above

Children and Families WorkeFiona McCreddin
email: candfw@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
phone: 01332 735052
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From the minister Be God’' s peopdvaerydayever

Going on a journey is exciting! At least it always was when | was a child.
That moment when the caravan was finally hitched up to the car and we
set off it was always exciting, it was the start of an adventure, of going
somewhere new, seeing new places. We toured Europe but most of the
time | had no idea where we were going, or how long we would stay, but |
knew it would be a journey filled with adventures and new experiences.

Our life with God should be like a journey. We should be on the move, on

an exciting journey, filled with adventures and new experiences. That
doesn’t mean it’s always easy. The song written by Andy Flannagan for Thy
Kingdom Come 2022 is called ‘Not made for the harbodrand it sums up

this idea of life as a follower of Jesus being a journey. The words are W2 S
INE y20 YIRS F2NJ 0KS KIFENb2dzNE 6S |
gAfR YR O2fR FTYR RIFENJZ A0Q&a 6KSNB
a Fatherthough we may be tossed about, but your presence in the storm,

it walls us in and calls us out.

Being out alone on the ‘sea of life’ may seem scary. It reminds me of when

Jesus sent his 12 disciples out to tell others of the kingdom of God and heal

those who wereiill, sayingW¢ | 1 S y 2 0 KA Y X (LBke N3a)ioK S 2
the disciples this meant taking a risk, trusting in Jesus, even knowing that

some people would not be open to their message and they must move on.

In many ways this was a practice run for when Jesus had ascended into
heaven and they were left on their own. On their own but empowered by

the Holy Spirit who came and filled them on the day of Pentecost. So they

could, and did, proclaim the good news of Jesus and Kingdom of God, and

the church grew in number daily.

| wonder how the line from this year’s TKC song ‘May we risk what was
never ourSmakes you feel? Afraid because of the risk involved? Or joyful
because we have been given an amazing gift ‘we have this treasure in jars
of clayto show that this alsurpassing power is from God and not fronfus.
(2 Cor 4:7%0d’s amazing grace is not for us to keep to ourselves but for us

to go out and share with others, that his Kingdom may come.

What if the bigger risk we take is not setting out, not journeying to where
God would have us be? May God be with each of you as you journey on
with God. Every blessing, Rev G



Church diary fodune

SATURDAY" June from 3pmto5pnf no Saturday | unch

Come and join us for our celebrations of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - a tea
party for everyone, adults and children, whether associated with Church or
members of the community.

Little MicklersMONDAYafternoon in term time starting at 1-30pm until
3pm - play time for pre-school children and babies with parents or
grandparents or carers attending.

TUESDAY™ June4pm — Messy Church in Church - Jubilee
July/August summer holiday children’s activities — volunteers required-
contact Fiona with your availability dates.

TUESDAFELLOWSHIReeting on Tuesdays at 2.15pm - all welcome
June 7" Our Hands- Craft Day

June 14" Jane Limbert Part 2 Marie Curie

June 21°*  Anna Forey

June 28" Marilyn Bagworth — ‘I know my plans’

July 26™"  Jane’s Blooming Big Tea Party for Marie Curie.

Parent and baby support groupvery WEDNESDAY::

10.30am to 11.30am for parents of newborns until they are mobile
contact Fiona via the church office, Facebook, Messenger or
candfw@mickleovermethodist.org.uk

The 'Art for Wellbeing'sessions are moving to WEDNESDAYout remain 6.30-
8.00pm and re-starts on Weds 6th June. These are for adults of all ages &
abilities. Small group aimed at reducing stress and anxiety. Donations per
session appreciated to cover materials etc.

Church Music Group for those who play musical instruments and enjoy
singing worship songs meeting WEDNESDAYa$7.30pm in Church. No
meeting 8 June or 15 June.

THURSDAMYhornings Bible studyhouse groupat 233 Ladybank Road at 10am
(except June 2)

THURSDA¥veningsBible study house groupt 7.30pm at 17 Muswell Road,
Mackworth

Next ATURDAYunch July 24 at 12noon.
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"Tis a Gift to be Simple

At the end of April, we had a longwaited family holiday just outside
Whitby (Yes!i we did have the fish & chips). Sarah, Steve and the children
had a horrendous journey up there as their car died on them at Doncaster
and they subsequently had to buy ewnone in Rotherham in order to
continue their journey. We arrived after an uneventful journey on the
Sunday as | had a preaching appointment on the Sunday morhwgs a

short service; even by my standards.

We arrived at the house which we had hifed the week on Sunday
afternoon, shortly after which arrival, Milo decided that he would no longer
sit where he was put and play with his toys. He rapidly learned to crawl and
then pull himself up to explore all of those items previously out of reach.
This meant that we all had to be on constant alert.

Watching these excursions, | was struck by how delighted Milo was upon
being able to move and explore his surroundings. There were constant huge
smiles of joy at his own achievements and also smiles of delight from the
rest of us.

We spent the rest of thveeek rockclimbing, visiting places and playing on

the beaches. Freddie learned how to skim stones in thepomd& and

pl ayed oficskkoi pf or ages until the tid
pebbles on the beach and caves in the cliff as well asr&dlaf creatures in
rock-pools.

It made me realise how these two young people were able to take great
delight in small things and simple pleasures which made them both very
happy. It also made me think how little | appreciate the small wonders

around usand have started to try to open my eyes to appreciate this world

around me. | am reminded, Jesus said that we must be like little children;
and wonder if it is this love of discovery and simple pleasures that he had in
mind.

Phil Royle

//////////////

eeeeeeeeeeeeeece.

Derby Walking Festival Finale Sunday walk June 26t — circular walk from
Mickleover to Radbourne back to Mickleover organised by Move More
Derby https://www.movemorederby.co.uk/derby-walking-festival
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Short Circuit

There has recently been a number of queries about circuit matters from
churches throughout our circuit and | thought that | should do my best to put
you in the picture as far as | can.

The past two years have been difficult for us all, mfviduals, and as
churches and the circuit has not been exempt from this. In very uncertain
times all of us have found it difficult to make plans when things have been
changing on a daily, if not hourly, basis.

The main task of the circuit is to try togvide resources and support for the
individual churches to carry out their mission and during lockdowns with
subsequent restrictions we have all found this to be very difficult to do
adequately. This has been made even more difficult as, during thisadume,
ministers (two of them in LEPs) have, for very good reasons, left our circuit
but at a time when it was not possible to go through the stationing process.
In addition to this we have had three ministers on sabbatical for three months
each during théast year.

There have been serious staff illnesses which have meant that for long
periods many of our circuit staff have been unable to play a full part in the
life of the church.

We have been fortunate that the District has offered help and we hase Chr
Briggs paritime at Littleover church and Andrew Charlesworth is covering
some of the superintendent’s duties for the next few months. This will mean
that, inevitably, there will need to be some rearrangements to make sure that
our churches have minisial support in the coming year. We shall be going
into stationing for September 23 but in the current state of the connexion we
are not guaranteed a minister.

In addition, at the moment, we are at least two circuit stewards down and in
the next two yearsr so there will be no circuit stewards at all. This is a
desperate situation as stewards n
understand their roles. If you, or someone you know, would consider being
a circuit steward, please let one of the present stisAanow so that we can
discuss the matter with you/them.

Thank you

Phil Royleil member othe Circuit Stewards team



Report from the AGM May 202Beld in Church and on Zoom

Leadership stewards rappointed by those attending the AGM:

Janet Patmore, Viv Richard, Dot Thompson, Janet Tristram, Derrick Tuplin
and Laraine Tuplin. More members welcomed. Church members are
asked to prayerfully consider and listen to what God wants them to do.

Vestry stewards reappointed by those attending the AGM

Anna Forey, Ray Forey, Jill Harrington, Ken Harrington, Janet Patmore, Viv
Richard, Geraldine Read, Mike Shooter, John Spray and Margaret Vincent.
Pauline Kellett and Joe Kellett asked not to be re-appointed, and we give
thanks for what they have brought to the Vestry Team.

Church representatives to Church Coundilam Mc Loughlin elected by
those attending the AGM as Church representative to Church Council.

2018-2021 & 2021-2024 Ray Forey, Phil Royle and Margaret Vincent
2020-2023 Mike Bagworth, lan Clark, Margaret Clark
2021-2024 Pam Morgan

Those we remember

It is with gratitude, as well as sadness, that we remember those who have
died since this time last year, for the fellowship we have enjoyed with
them and for the service they gave to the Lord in this place.

Ken Eaton, Gladys Oxnam, Kathleen Brooks, Bill Fisher, Fred Glover,
Andrew Woodcock and Val Hopkins.

They are now in God’s presence, worshipping around his throne of grace
and we pray that God’s peace, which passes all human understanding will
comfort those who mourn.

Finances

Annual Report 2022021 has been made available for reading before
the meeting. Thanks to Laraine Tuplin and Rev Gill for their input. This
document is a working document and changes every year. Our objectives
are in line with the 4 objectives of Our Calling from the Methodist Church;
Worship, Learning & Caring, Service and Evangelism. It has now been
uploaded to the Charity Commission.

Financial statenent:

Finances still affected by the Covid pandemic, and it is thanks to members
generous giving that the final deficit is as low as it is. Support for other
Methodist causes and organisations still below pre Covid level.



Conversation on the lifand missionof the church—
Power point presentation from the Leadership Teaat the AGM:

Main assets of this Church:

9 Capable and talented church members, who work incredibly hard to keep
the church going

1 A big team of lay preachers and worship leaders

1 A Children and Families worker for the next 3.5 years

1 A new and people friendly church building set in the heart of the community

1 Contact with a huge range of groups using the building

9 A secure financial situation

9 Access to training and support from the Circuit, District and wider Methodist
family

91 Vast opportunities to grow the church with all the new housing being built in
Mickleover

Difficulties within this Church

9 An aging congregation with a lack of people under 70

1 Those people who do work hard for the church are already very busy

9 Shortly we will have no minister until at least September 2023

T We have had 4 ministers over the last 10 years

1 The Leadership Team are trying to move the church forward, but some
people in the church are more interested in keeping it the same as it is now.
1Sometimes there is a lack of working together and agreement on the way
forward between the various church team.

What stops us moving forward?

T We listen to narratives of decline and defeat which persuade us that our
mission will always fail

T We do not like risk. We choose to conserve what we have which prevents us
investing in growth.

T We forget that God is always speaking new things into existence.”

Our agreed aims over the next 5 years:

For those both inside and outside the church to grow in the Love of God and
show that love by serving the Community of Mickleover and beyond.

1 To offer a wide range of opportunities that attract those inside and outside
the church so that more people worship God in spirit and in truth.



9 To offer more opportunities to help more people inside and outside the
church to grow in the knowledge and love of God.

1 For our building to become a thriving Christian Community so that more
people in Mickleover see the Church as a place of acceptance and love.

91 For God’s people to be equipped and challenged to transform the world
fTo have a thriving church community with a quarter of the church being
under 60.

The choice facing us at this moment

The Leadership Team believe that:

9 God does not stand still and neither should we

T We do not need to wait until the next minister comes to start moving
forward because this could be a long time as there are a lack of ministers
available.

T We need to organise ourselves as a church to ensure we can continue to
move forward with or without a minister.

TWe know that so many people work very hard for the church in lots of
different ways. Can we encourage more people to become involved in helping
the Church?

11 To do that we need to agree on where we want to be in 5 years’ time and
how we are going to get there.

Questions to ask ourselves

Do you think our Church workgether well?

Do you want our church to move forward or stay the same?
Do you agree with these aims?

So what is our choice as a church?

9 Do we have a consensus on the way forward for our church?

91 Do we choose staying the same and heading towards inevitable decline and
closure?

91 Or do we commit to moving forward together, starting from today?

The AGM were in favour of committing to move forward together from today.

Please share any thoughts and/or ideas on how we move forward with the
Leadership Team.



1 2 3 4 5
6
7 8
10 1
12
13 14 15
16
17 18 |18
20
22

ACross

1 Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)

7 Musician called for by Elisha when he met the kings of Israel, Judah and
Edom (2 Kings 3:15) (7)

8 The request that led to the institution of the Lord’s Prayer: ‘Lord, — us
to pray’ (Luke 11:1) (5)

10 ‘We are hard pressed on every—’(2Corinthians4:8) (4)

11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8) (8)

13 ‘His troops advance in force;they build a siege ramp against me and —
around my tent’ (Job 19:12) (6)

15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods when he searched his
daughter’s tent (Genesis 31:34) (6)

17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts,brothers,| do not want you to be—’ (1
Corinthians 12:1) (8)

10



18 Nomadic dwelling (Genesis26:25)(4)

21 ‘As for man,his days are like—,he flourishes like a flower of the field’
(Psalm 103:15) (5)

22 Or | live (anag.)(7)

23 Those guilty of 1 Across (Romans13:4)(10)

Down

1 ‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and only Son’ (John 3:16) (5)
2 ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4)

3 Mob ten (anag.) (6)

4 ‘Each — group made its own gods in several towns where they settled’
(2 Kings 17:29) (8)

5 Began (Luke 9:46) (7)

6 Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10)

9 Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in Bethlehem with her mother-
in-law Naomi (Ruth 2:3) (10) 12 Put in jail (Acts22:19)(8)

14 Aceturn(anag.)(7)

16 Discharge (Acts21:3) (6)

19 ‘All these—come from inside and make a man “unclean” (Mark 7:23)
(5)

20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him glory!’ (Revelation19:7) (4)

Miscellaneous observations on life

Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip around the sun
every year.

You know that indestructible black box that is used on airplanes? Why
don’t they make the whole plane out of that stuff?

Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does anything about it.

One who boasts of being a self-made person relieves the Lord of a lot of
responsibility.

As long as there are exams, there will be prayer in school

11



Jun22 © deborah noble ¢ parishpump.co.uk

It was the festival of Pentecost, fifty days since
Passover and Jews from many countries had
come to Jerusalem to celebrate. \\(D
The Apostles and other believers were all
together in one place when they heard a sound
like a strong wind and saw

—Dop what looked like tongues of
fire which spread out and
touched each person. @
I..l All of them were filled with
|| the Holy Spirit and began to
Read the full

talk in other languages as
the Spirit enabled them.
A crowd gathered outside,
they were all excited
because each of them
heard the believers
speaking in their own

story in Acts 2:1-11

C

LFILLED
EBECELEBRA
LHOLYSPIRIT
TAAPENTECOST
ONBAPTISEDOO
UGNSAWVGKBUN
CUFSHEARDENG
HAPOSTLESLDU WMol | eabou
EGFVFI FTYIWEI OGS thegreatthings
DEJERUSALEMSFNOK  Godhaddone
ESORDAYS IV IWINDN peopleheard,
WTOGETHERCROW D believed and were
& ALOWEDDEJEWS baptised that day!

All the words in bol

o

type in the story are in the word search, can you find them?
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Wordsearch for June 2022

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations will include Th e

Queen’ s

Birthday

(Trooping the Colourdn 2" June when more than 1,400 parading soldiers,
200 horses and 400 musicians will move down The Mall to Horse Guard's
Parade, joined by Members of the Royal Family on horseback and in carriages.
The Parade will close with the traditional RAF fly-past, watched by The Queen
and Members of the Royal Family from the Buckingham Palace balcony.

Platinum Jubilee Beacon3he United Kingdom’s long tradition of celebrating
Royal Jubilees, Weddings and Coronations with the lighting of beacons will also
continue. Over 1,500 beacons will be lit throughout the United Kingdom,
Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories. There is one official
beacon in Derbyshire which will be on top of Solomon's Temple Tower
(weather and wind speed permitting), on Grin Low Hill near Buxton.

YAOIOMSGBNRFSBO
EBUCKINGHAMONEN
AEAIBIORUOLOCAR
RCEMPBIGEDNCOCN
SIMOELTEIAIGOOR
QVODESAEADETINU
YRNGBIRTHDAYTSY
TEANSSBRITISHSP
SSRINSEVENTYRCA
EACKIELRHIUNNRL
JDHTLAEWNOMMOCA
AITAIAACUTSRI FNC
MPBRLESAQFBSPGE
SURMASCOSYV )] EUA
JSSEIPSOKTY I CSE
Majesty Queen First British Monarch
Platinum Jubilee Seventy Years Service
United Kingdom Realms Commonwealth | Celebrations
Birthday Parade Trooping Colour Soldiers
Horses Buckingham | Palace Balcony Beacons
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Marks of an Encourager

N They take time to listen to what others say and affirm it.

1 They thank people regularly, recognising the small things as well as
the big things.

N They see opportunities to let people have a go at doing something.

1 They recognise gifts in others and seek to help people grow them.

1 They affirm people by using kind words and framing things
positively.

1 They pray for people and let them know they’re being prayed for.

1 They are often in the background, but are vital in people growing
their gifts and using them for God.

1 They make links between people’s gifts and roles in the Church.

1 They take time to find out possible learning opportunities and
encourage people to get involved.

1 They look for ways to celebrate what people do and the gifts they
bring.

1 They take time to get to know others, what their passions are, what
they’re interested in and what motivates them.

1 They focus on the things that are going well, not on the things that
need improving.

1 They carefully give feedback so as to build others up and not
embarrass them or crush them

/////////////

eeeeeeeeeeeeec

Anger is just one letter short of danger. — Anon

The world is the first Bible that God made for the instruction of man.
— Clemens Alexandrinus

Nature is the art of God. Thomas Browne

Love all, trust a few, and do wrong to none. — William Shakespeare
61ftftQa 2Stt ¢KIG 9yRa 2S5t
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Ukrainian churcHeaders urge people to pray

A senior church leader in Ukraine has told the citizens that Russia’s war on
Ukraine “did not begin with missiles and bombs — it began with deception,
untruth and lies.” says the head of Ukraine’s independent Orthodox
Church, Metropolitan Epiphany (Dumenko).

“The Lord is now showing us how we must resist with the testimony of
truth. Evil is evil, not just an alternative viewpoint, and war is war, not just
some conflict. Rapists, looters and murderers are criminals, and what they
are perpetuating is a genocide of the Ukrainian people.”

The Metropolitan also said that Ukrainians knew that Russia had long had
“evil plans to restore the tyranny of a rotten, overthrown empire.”

He said “The Lord is with us in this struggle, because we are fighting for
truth and goodness against demonic tyranny and resentment.... We believe
that our people will overcome all new challenges — that Ukraine will win its
victory.”

Meanwhile, the Primate of Ukraine’s Greek Catholic Church, Major
Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk of Kyiv-Halych, said that this Spring and
Summer may well be the last for many, including himself.

He went on: “As the war escalates, and the enemy intensifies its offensive
against Ukraine, | call on everyone to pray vigorously and tirelessly for the

Ukrainian army, because the fate of Ukraine and the world is now being
decided.”

Christian Aid- are spending £8m received from donations on vital supplies
such as medical supplies, first aid kits, baby incubators as well as food and
shelter for refugees in Ukraine and Hungary.

All We Can donations are being used to support the response to the
crisis happening in Ukraine, and ensure that critical humanitarian
assistance is available to those who need it and to meet emergency needs—
including through trauma-sensitive mental healthcare in Ukraine delivered
by mental health professionals; Psychological First Aid training for staff and
volunteers in Poland, so that they can best support refugees in reception
centres manage stress; hygiene kits; and kits of essential items such as
towels, bedlinen, cleaning supplies and toiletries.

15



What kind of queen

Traditional images of monarchy portray power, status, and superiority over
other people. In biblical times, monarchs were to be feared. When
teaching His disciples about leadership, Jesus said, “The kings of the
Gentiles (pagans) lord it over them; and those in authority over them are
called benefactors.” A benefactor was a conspicuously generous person
who acted in a way that made the recipient feel obligated.

All this was in complete contrast to Christ’s own style, which was to act like
a servant. This radical stance was adopted by the young Princess Elizabeth,
when she promised the British Commonwealth, “I declare before you all
that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to your
service ...”.

It was just the same when she became Queen in 1952. Queen Elizabeth
has consciously and deliberately applied Christ’s teaching to her reign for
70 years. She has outlived scores of leaders, some with ambitions beyond
their abilities, and a few with delusions of grandeur. Her ideals have
outlasted theirs. Consistent, determined, charming, and single-minded,
she has held before her the model of Christ, washing His disciples’ feet.

The Queen is Supreme Governor of the Church of England but her interest
in faith goes well beyond this title. She holds a strong Christian faith and
has exemplified this in her lifetime of dedicated service.

A centrepiece of the celebrations will be a Service of Thanksgiving at St
Paul’s Cathedral, London, on Friday June 3. It’s fitting that the service will
form a key part of the Jubilee, as the Queen has been vocal in speaking
about her Christian faith in a series of high-profile broadcasts.

In her Christmas Day broadcast in 2016, she said: “Jesus Christ lived
obscurely for most of his life, and never travelled far. He was maligned and
rejected by many, though he had done no wrong. And yet billions of people
now follow his teaching and find in him the guiding light for their lives.

“l am one of them, because Christ’s example helps me see the value of
doing small things with great love, whoever does them and whatever they
themselves believe.”

16



Little Silver’

If you have ever had chemotherapy, or a heart pacemaker installed, you
will be particularly grateful for the properties of platinum.

Platinum compounds disrupt the multiplication of cancerous cells, and
the properties of platinum itself (its resistance to corrosion and
tarnishing) make it particularly suitable for electrical contacts in
pacemakers.

But platinum has other properties which make it a topical subject.

The word ‘Platinum’ comes from the Spanish for ‘little silver’ (‘plata’
meaning silver, as in the River Plate in Argentina.) Platinum is very rare. It
is much rarer than gold. It is therefore very precious and has generally
been more expensive than gold.

The International Standard Kilogram is made from platinum alloys which
can be relied upon not to vary over time. Platinum is a very dense metal.
It is denser than pure gold. It carries a great deal of ‘gravitas.’

Platinum is what scientists call a ‘Noble Metal’ — because it can withstand
almost any chemical attack. It is the least reactive of all metals.

All these characteristics apply well to our much-loved Queen. She is
‘petite and silver’, she has ‘gravitas’, and she has remained untarnished
over a very long period of time, despite having been in constant contact
with all manner of people.

The Queen is a very rare person indeed, and very precious to our nation,
setting the highest reliable standards of public service and carrying with
her immense gravitas and unquestionable nobility.

The Queen’s Imperial State Crown is made of gold, silver and,
appropriately enough, platinum, and decorated with many precious
stones. As the first British monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, she
wears it well.

We thank God for her, and for her qualities that have made her so
special. God Save our Noble Queen!

/////////////////////

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee. .
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admire them but deny that they have a MakerCommissioner Catherine
BramweltBooth

Exercise dailg walk with the Lord¢ Anon

w»
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Fathers Day (% Gﬁ%]

P—

No doubt Jesus astonished the disciples when He first called God ‘Father’
and went on to instruct them to pray saying “Our Father in heaven...”. No
one had called God ‘Father’ before!

Shortly before His arrest, trial and crucifixion, Jesus talked to His disciples
about God the Father. He said: “In my Father’s house are many rooms.”
This prompted Philip to ask: “Show us the Father, that is all we need.” Jesus
replied: “Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father.”

Jesus knew this concept would be hard to grasp and so had to frequently
speak about God as His Father. For three years the disciples had listened
to profound teaching and witnessed miracles. They knew Jesus was
different, but as His ministry drew to a close they were learning more about
the special relationship that God had with Jesus.

On 19th June it will be Father’s Day. This is an occasion to remember the
role our fathers are playing now or have played in our lives. Hopefully, we
have good memories and recall times of loving care they showed to us.

Unfortunately, some people do not know their fathers, or they have been
absent for long periods or may be neglectful, deceitful, or abusive. Sadly,
some children and adults would rather not remember their fathers, having
suffered some trauma or family breakdown.

It is good to know that God is not like this. Jesus came to reveal God as our
Heavenly Father, who is loving, compassionate, merciful, forgiving, and
caring. God is the model father who knows what is good for us and wants
the best for us.

So, Father’s Day can be a reminder that we are God’s children, and that we
can possess the blessings He has kept for us. In the story of our lives God
has revealed Himself in a surprising way. He says to each one of us ‘l am
your Father’.

A father is a banker provided by natucg-rench proverb

The child had every toy his father wanted®obert C. Whitten

18



UinJesUS

Before U were thought of or time had begun,
God even stuck U in the name of His Son.

And each time U pray, you'll see it’s true
You can’t spell out JesUs and not include U

You’'re a pretty big part of His wonderful name,
For U, He was born; that’s why He came.

And His great love for U is the reason He died.
It even takes U to spell crUcified.

Isn’t it thrilling and splendidly grand
He rose from the dead, with U in His plan?

The stones split away, the gold trUmpet blew,
and this word resUrrection is spelled with a U.

When JesUs left earth at His upward ascension,
He felt there was one thing He just had to mention.

“Now go into the world and tell them it’s true
That the love | have shown is not just for U.”

So many great people are spelled witha U,
Don’t they have a right to know JesUs too?

It all depends now on what U will do,
He’'d like them to know,

But it all starts with U.

Anon

Church news:

Congratulations to Mike Shooter and Joy Benjamin on their engagement
and along with Olivia may God guide their future together and may His
grace and blessing shine down upon them today, and in the days that lie
ahead.

Congratulations and thanks be to God for the safe arrival of Ethan Jacob,
first grandchild for Rev Gill and Phil. Of all the blessings God sends, the
one most precious is a new baby to love!
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CTMPrayer Walk Thusday 2June at 18615am— Meet at the Honeycomb
car park. We will walk for about an hour praying for our community and
local businesses and asking God’s blessing on them. At the start of the
Jubilee celebrations, we will pray for a good sense of community and for
all the events planned for the long weekend, thanking God for our Queen
and the dedication she has shown to our country over the last 70 years. If
you plan to come, please let me know on 239645 or
email ray leel6@yahoo.co.uk

RaylLee
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Retiringcollectionfor June is Mithodist Home (MHA). Donations will be
used to enhance the specialist care and support services at MHA which
continue to bring hope and support to people in later life. This year the
focus is to improve the gardens and outdoor areas so as to benefit the
residents in Methodist Homes and their families' wellbeing, providing a
positive impact on the mental and physical wellbeing of residents.

Envelopes available in Church.
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- Stress makes you believe everything has to happen immediately.

- Faith reassures you that everything happens in God’s timing.

- The Maths lesson is the only place where you can buy 64 watermelons
without anyone wondering why.

- Consider the postage stamp. Its usefulness consists in its ability to
stick to one thing until it gets there.

- Don't put a question mark where God puts a full stop
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