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Dear readers
Be God’s people everywhere, everyday
As you will see from the Church diary on the next page most of the Church groups
are taking a well-deserved break in the month of August.
August is the month of holidays, a time of rest and relaxtion, but they end too
soon! Yet Jesus offers us a rest which has no end: He invites us to take a holiday
with Him!
Our holiday destination is Jesus himself: ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened.’ We can come just as we are, with all the burdens, weaknesses and
sinfulness that we carry. Jesus doesn’t offer a ‘10 steps programme’ to deal with
our issues; He simply offers himself! Jesus promises us the gift of refreshing,
sustaining and everlasting rest. When we go on holiday, we usually look forward
to doing very little and yet this is not the kind of rest Jesus offers. His rest involves
taking up His yoke and learning from Him! ‘My yokes fit well. They do not rub your
neck and shoulders. Come to me and get yoked to me. Make an act of loyal
obedience and trust in me. And you will find a deep peace and satisfaction that
you could never find anywhere else.
What’s so amazing about this holiday is that you don’t have to go anywhere; you
can find rest by simply staying at home
We have 2 conifer trees by the side of our house. We planted them over 40 years
ago and we never envisaged that they would grow taller than our house in our
lifetime.
“Trees in the wrong place can be trouble”. Small cracks in the walls inside the
house are appearing and the surveyor’s measurements show the beginnings of
subsidence, of falling levels due to encroaching tree roots.
Sadly the trees need to be removed. A bit of me is uneasy about this.
I like that wonderful image of the tree of life in Revelation Chapter 22. The tree
whose leaves are for “the healing of the nations”. I think all trees have a healing
quality. They heal our ravaged earth. They bind the soil which we might otherwise
turn to dust by too intensive farming. They suck CO 2 we create out of the
atmosphere. They often support an entire ecosystem of lichens, mosses, insects,
small animals, and birds. They are calming, their green leaves soothe the soul just
as the green room in a theatre will calm actors prior to them stepping onto a
stage.
So I feel that we should commit to replace any tree that we ever have to remove
by planting at least two more. Of course, we should plant them somewhere that
is more appropriate (not next to a wall or a building). Some where they can get
on with the business, we desperately need them to engage with, being our
world’s God given healers.
May God bless you and keep you safe always. Marilyn
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Friday Prayer times@10am, Wednesday coffee and chat @ 10am and Sunday
morning worship @ 10am all continue to be available on Zoom.
Contact Church Office for the link.
Sunday Club meets at 10am during Sunday morning worship except when the
service is All Age worship.
During August the Sunday Club is taking a break so all the morning services
will be All Age Worship.

CHURCH SERVICES for July and August 2022
Sunday 3rd July 14th in Ordinary Time
10am Jim Shaw

Sunday 10th July- Action for
Children
10am Phil Royle
6.30pm Rev Keith Burchell
Holy Communion
Sunday 24th July –
17th in Ordinary Time
10am Adam McLoughlin

Sunday 17th July –
16th in Ordinary Time
10am Rev Raymond Lunt
Holy Communion
Sunday 31st July –
18th in Ordinary Time
10am Rev David Owen
Sunday 7th August
19th in Ordinary Time

All Age Worship
10am Kirsten Lees

Sunday 21st August
21st in Ordinary Time
All Age Worship & Holy Communion
10am Rev Ted Ager
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Sunday 14th August
20th in Ordinary Time
All Age Worship & Local Arrangement
10am Adam McLoughlin
6.30pm Rev David Owen
Holy Communion
Sunday 28th August
22nd in Ordinary Time
All Age Worship
10am Peter Nelson
2pm Baptism – Rev Jacky Quarmby

Mickleover Methodist Church Centre Office phone: 01332 735052
Office email: church.office@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
Acting Minister: Rev Jacky Quarmby
phone: 01332 763593
Children and Families Worker: Fiona McCreddin
email: candfw@mickleovermethodist.org.uk
phone: 01332 73505

Church diary for July and August:
• Little Micklers breaks up Monday 18th July returns Monday 5th September
1-30pm until 3pm.
• TUESDAY 5th July 4pm – Messy Church in Church – Stop and Look!
Theme based on rest and stewardship.
• MONDAY 11TH July at 7.30pm in the Wesley Room, there will be a short(ish)
introduction to using the AED (automated external defibrillator) and what to
do in the event of someone collapsing, This will be quite practical and hands
on if you wish. Phil Royle
• TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP meeting on Tuesdays at 2.15pm - all very welcome.
• 5th July
Mairi Radcliffe
• 12th July
AGM
• 19th July
Outing to Marsh Farm – leaving Church at 12noon with the first
stop at Berkeley Park Garden centre for about an hour, then onto Marsh
Farm at Abbots Bromley for afternoon tea. Back in Mickleover by 6pm.
No meetings of Tuesday Fellowship in August
• 26th July Jane’s Blooming Big Tea Party for Marie Curie in Church at 2pm4pm. Jams, chutneys and produce from the allotments. Jill will be selling her
handmade cards and there will be plenty of cakes and endless teas and
coffees. All welcome - bring your friends too!
• Church Music Group – for those who play musical instruments and enjoy
singing worship songs Wednesday at 7.30pm in Church. contact Laraine for
dates.
• Weekly Thursday morning Bible study at 233 Ladybank Road at 10am.
• Bible study house group Thursday evenings at 7.30pm at 17 Muswell Road
Mackworth
• SATURDAY LUNCH – August 6th at 12noon. Everybody welcome.
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Main points from the June Church Council meeting
Welcome to Rev Jacky Quarmby who is presiding over the meeting and Adam
McLoughlin, a new Church representative on Church Council.
Matters arising Naomi will continue as Church Administrator after contract ends
August 2022
Safeguarding A few people are volunteering in Church but have not attended
any Safeguarding training courses. To take up volunteering roles in Church
attendance at a safeguarding training course is a mandatory requirement from
The Methodist Church. It is not optional. See Michelle for further details.
The updated Safeguarding Policy from District was approved by Church Council.
Additions to the report are anti bullying measures and domestic violence
evidence.
Leadership Team See report on next page
Children and Families Worker Circuit approval has been received for a grant
towards extending Fiona’s contract for 3 years from August 2022.
Messy Church numbers variable. Easter activities had some support. Art Group
small but appreciated by those attending and Parent and Baby Support Group
proving popular. Plans are being made for activities in the summer holidays.
Finance Financial position has changed so much from a year ago when not
knowing how the situation would be after the pandemic The overall picture of
the budget does include an expected surplus from the cottages of around £9k
and the grants for District and Circuit are helping to show a very healthy
financial position in the short term.
Church Council received and noted the report on the financial position to May
2022.and gave retrospective approval for the expenditure on the Church garden
and accepted and approved the budget for the financial year to August 2023.
Business Team Betel are completing work to provide a concrete base for the
bench and when the preparation of the soil is complete the garden will be
planted with insect and eco-friendly plants.
Learning and Pastoral The church membership is now 109. request from Sunday
School for volunteers.
Church Council approved use of minister’s office for 1 year for 2 sessions for a
food bank. More information further on in the magazine.
Pre school Number of children attending sessions varies between 22 and 26. In
July 20 children will leave to start school and 14 will remain. (Since this meeting
an extraordinary Church Council has met to approve an increase in opening
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hours from 22 hours to 30 hours starting in September to accommodate
parent’s requests and staffing situation)
Report from the Leadership Team to the June Church Council
At the Church AGM we agreed that we wanted to move forward despite the fact
that we will not have a minister for the next year or more.
At the church council the following questions were asked.
We have many Opportunities
• Capable and talented church members who work hard to keep church
going
• Children and Families worker for the next 3.5 years
• Community friendly building with great facilities
• Contact with a large number of groups using the building
• Relatively secure financial situation
• Vast opportunities for growth with the new housing being built all around
What are we doing already to maximise these opportunities and how might
we expand?
Outreach to young families
We have established groups for babies, toddlers, Preschool, Messy church,
Activity days in school holidays. But these are all in our building.
We know from conversations with the Health Visitors who use our building that
there are families on the new estates who wouldn’t be able to get to us due to
lack of transport, school finishing times etc.
How could we reach out to them and is now the time to go where they are?
Contact with people using our building
We have started to welcome people as they arrive for groups in the morning.
Talk and listen to them. Make them feel welcome.
Let them know who we are, what we have on offer.
Provide information and booklets.
Do we need to expand the times or provide drinks?
We need more volunteers just to continue with what we do at present.
Those in our community who have suffered a Bereavement
Rev Gill and Dot have run 2 very successful Bereavement Groups, and Dot is
hoping to carry on in September with a helper from one of the previous groups.
Art Group for wellbeing
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A new group just started by Fiona
Are there other community needs we could consider or things we could offer?
Coordination
When we were looking in Leadership team at how our church is organised we
realised that we are missing the coordination of our Community and Outreach
activities.
We have a Worship Group to coordinate worship and a Business team who
manage the building and finances. The Children and Families management
group looks after Fiona. However, the overall coordination and consideration of
the wider needs and opportunities in our community is missing. We try to cover
this in the Leadership Team but we don’t have the representation we need to
make it work.
Church Council agreed that Community, Children and Families work should be
more joined up.
The Way Forward.
In the next few weeks we will be inviting people interested in moving this work
forward to meet together to answer some of the questions we have posed and
consider the next steps.
Please let us have any ideas and suggestions and consider if you could
contribute to this group.
Laraine Tuplin on behalf of the Leadership Team June 2022
……………………………………………………………………………………………..
Advertising terms explained
NEW – Different colour from previous design.
ALL NEW – Parts are not interchangeable with previous design.
EXCLUSIVE – Imported product from goodness knows where.
UNMATCHED – Not quite as good as the competition.
FOOLPROOF OPERATION – No provision for adjustments.
ADVANCED DESIGN – The advertising agency doesn’t understand it.
IT’S HERE AT LAST – Rush job. Nobody knew it was coming.
FIELD TESTED – Manufacturer lacks on-site test equipment
HIGH ACCURACY – Unit on which all parts actually fit.
FUTURISTIC – We have no idea why it looks the way it does.
REDESIGNED – Previous flaws fixed – we hope.
DIRECT SALES ONLY – Factory had a big argument with distributor.
YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT – We finally got one to work.
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BREAKTHROUGH – We finally figured out a use for it.
The DERBY FOOD FOR THOUGHT ALLIANCE supports people in Derby who are
experiencing food poverty, through food provision, signposting, education and
advice. It is supported by Community Action Derby and is part of the Derby
Community Hub – a multi-sector partnership that includes Derby City Council.
During our outreach work we have been made aware that the Derby Food 4
Thought Alliance are looking for a central location in Mickleover where local
people who use the food bank can collect their bags of food. At the moment they
are unable to get to venues further away because of lack of transport or personal
mobility issues.
As our minister’s office is now vacant for at least the next year and the church
council have agreed to offer our church as a collection point.
We will be offering Monday’s 1.30 – 3.30 and Thursdays 9.30 – 11.30 when there
is plenty going on in the building and we will not need volunteers except for
school holidays.
The bags of food are not large because they have to be carried and contain 3 day’s
supply of non-perishable food. A larger amount is provided for families.
We are pleased to be able to offer collection times 3 days apart so that we can
cover the whole week. The made up bags will be collected from Ashbourne Rd
Church and stored in the minister’s office.
We will be told in advance the names of people collecting the bags on any
particular day. People cannot just call at the door but we can take their details
and pass on to our contact at Derby Food 4 Thought.
There are only a few people in Mickleover who are receiving support at the
moment but as it becomes more widely known, and the cost of living crisis
escalates, demand is bound to increase and it will be a wonderful way for us to
fulfil our mission to show God’s love in our community.
THIS IS HOW YOU CAN HELP
We are appealing to our generous church community and users of our building to
donate items of non-perishable food. Sainsbury’s in Station Rd, just across the
road from our church, are taking non-perishable food donations and giving them
to the Derby Food 4 Thought Alliance. You can either drop your donation into the
shop or leave it at church and we will regularly pop them over to Sainsbury’s.
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A little given regularly could make a real difference to the quality of the lives of
people in our community who are finding life very difficult. Dot Thompson
CORE FOOD ITEMS
Please make sure items have good best before’ dates. No glass jars. Thank you
Cereal
UHT milk

Pasta 500g or 1 kilo
Chapati flour

Tinned soup
Tinned beans
Noodles
Tinned spaghetti
Tinned hot and cold meat
Tinned tuna
Rice 500g or 1 kilo

Tinned potatoes
Tinned vegetables
Tinned tomatoes
Cooking oil
Kidney beans
Lentils
Tinned halal products

Pot noodles
Cooking sauces packets
only
Tinned fruit
Tinned rice pudding
Jams
Spreads
Biscuits
Tea and Coffee
Juice and squash

……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Solar power - Somebody finally invented a solar-powered laundry dryer. It’s
called a ‘clothes-line’
Summer guide to modern science around the house
1. If it’s green or it wiggles, it’s Biology.
2. If it stinks or explodes, it’s Chemistry.
3. If it doesn’t work, it’s Physics.
Break out
With the exception of world unrest, nothing breaks out in more places than an
old garden hose.
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Bread
Bread is a lot like the sun. It rises in the yeast and sets in the waist.

Crossword Clues and Answers
Across
1 Proverbs describes her as being ‘of noble character’ (Proverbs 31:10) (4)
3 ‘Shall we go up again — — against the Benjamites, our brothers?’ (Judges
20:23) (2,6)
8 A descendant of Shem (Genesis 10:28) (4)
9 ‘Anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my — ’ (Luke
14:27) (8)
10

11 Resentment(Ephesians 4:31)(10)
14 In Cain(anag.)(6)
15 ‘Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to—’ (Psalm
139:6) (6)
17 Intense (1 Thessalonians 4:5)(10)
20 Third Order of the Roman Catholic Church(8)
21 ‘At midnight the cry rang out, “Here’s the bridegroom!Come out to — him”’
(Matthew 25:6) (4)
22 ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in — ’ (2
Corinthians 12:9) (8)
23 ‘As the — pants for streams of water,so my soul pants for you, O God’ (Psalm
42:1) (4)
Down
1 Nickname of popular First World War chaplain, the Revd G.A. Studdert
Kennedy, — Willie (8)
2 Occasion of religious joy (Lamentations 2:22) (5,3)
4 ‘We three kings of — are’ (6)
5 Allegation or charge (Jude 9) (10)
6 Kind (1 Chronicles 12:33) (4)
7 ‘Open your — and look at the fields!’ (John 4:35) (4)
10 Also known as the Feast of Lights (John10:22)(10)
12 Area that saw the healing of two demon - possessed men and a herd of pigs
stampeding to their deaths (Matthew 8:28) (8)
16 Name given to the first two books of the Apocrypha(6)
18 Esau sold his birthright for this (Genesis25:34)(4)
19 Rear(anag.)(4)
……………………………………………………………………………
The Sticky Label
I think, if I was clever
They drive me into fits
That I would never, never
They tear in tiny bits!
Invent a label, sticky
I can’t help feeling blue
That needs one to be picky
When they leave behind the glue;
And takes a painful hour
D’you wonder that I’m miffed
To scrape off from a jar!
When it simply will not shift?
I’m sure that I’d be able
To make a sticky
That peels off really well
And leaves no gung
I’m sure I could – however I’m really not that clever!
By Nigel Beeton
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Hello everybody
Just a very quick update from me, as some things are still being ‘firmed up’ or are
in the pipeline as I write.
It’s been a busy few months as we have continued our family friendly walks
(including being part of this year’s ‘Derby Walking Festival’) and held ‘Art for
Wellbeing’ sessions in addition to our usual groups such as Micklers and Messy
Church. We even had a ‘Messy Church Jubilee’! We have also continued to run
our parent and baby support group, which has provided a quieter space for
parents with new-born’s to meet and share.
However, we will take a break from some of our regular activities over summer
and instead are hoping to have several half day activity sessions (similar to our
Easter ones and in a Messy Church style!) These will be spread across the school
holidays, including some simpler ‘games/play’ sessions which could just meet at
the park. If we can confirm a venue, we also hope to take something up to the
new Hackwood estate.
Please pray for the right opportunities for this, as there is currently no social
centre other than the school and the farm shop up there! It would be fantastic if
we could repeat Messy Church and take it out to that community in future
months! I am currently exploring the options and have started putting ‘feelers’
out for later in the year. We also hope to have a few outdoor meet ups for our
‘support group’ parents over the school holidays that they could bring their other
children to.
As ever, your prayers are appreciated and if you would like to get more involved
and volunteer to help with any of our children’s work, please get in touch.
Volunteers are always welcome, whether it’s help with preparation, setting up
and clearing, hospitality or running an activity to name but a few of the roles.
Even volunteering on an occasional basis is a great help!
Have a lovely summer!
Blessings
Fiona
Hot off the Press!
Wednesday 27th July - walk at Mickleover Meadows open to the support group
parents, Micklers and pre-school and anyone who wants to join us
Mondays 1st & 8th August 1.30 to3.30 Activity session at church.
Wednesday 10th August - Picnic and games (The Limes/Tesco park) 1.00 – 3.00
Tuesdays 18th & 23rd August @ Hackwood near play area 1.30 -3.30.
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Among the High and Mighty?
As most of you already know, I volunteer at Kedleston Hall as a room guide and
also as a Conservation Volunteer. The latter title sounds very posh, but it`s really
another way of saying "cleaner". I enjoy both of these roles as the first gives me
an opportunity to meet all sorts of interesting people and, hopefully, make their
visit a welcoming and enjoyable one.
It is the other role which I find particularly fascinating, as it satisfies the anarchic
part of my personality. I`m sure that many of us, upon seeing signs saying
"Private- No Entry" or "Please do not touch", immediately want to open the door
or handle the object in front of us. I know that I do! My role at Kedleston means
that I quite often get the premises largely to myself as I help to open up and clean
prior to opening time.
I get to tell the rather snooty portraits exactly what I think of them and get up
close and personal with priceless objects and fixtures of this ostentatious grade 1
listed building. Having been brought up in a socialist family, I realise that I would
probably not get on very well with the folks commemorated around the walls and
the feeling would probably be mutual.
As I come into very close contact with the property, I realise that I am in awe of
the folks who actually constructed the building, the fixtures and furnishings. Their
attention to detail is amazing and they had skills which we now struggle to
understand and replicate. Most people do not see or understand such detail but
when I am cleaning an object with a small, soft paintbrush, or waxing the floor I
can see the wonderful skill of the craftspeople.
Are we in awe of the high and mighty and their monuments just because of who
they are? It is so easy to do so. On the other hand, do we appreciate the lives,
skills and abilities of those who may be on the lower rungs of the "social ladder"?
Jesus had very little to do with the higher echelons of society but enjoyed the
company and recognised the abilities of those who are so often overlooked in our
world. Do we value everyone in our society for who they are rather than their
social or financial status?
Phil Royle
14

A sermon in sand
If you are fortunate enough to get to the seaside this summer, then you might
like to wriggle your toes in the warm sand, and consider the following:
It has been said that there are more stars in the universe than there are grains
of sand on all the beaches in the world. More recently, as the estimated number
of stars has increased, then even the grains of sand in all the world’s deserts
have been added to the comparison!
The Sun, vast though it is, is a fairly ordinary star, 93 million miles away. It is not
easy to grasp that sort of a distance, but here’s a measuring stick: if you were to
fly in a fast passenger jet at 600 miles per hour, then it would take you about 17
hours to fly from London to Sydney; about 17 days to reach the Moon, and
about 17 years to reach the Sun!
As for how long it would take to fly on to the next nearest star to us – Proxima
Centauri – it would take about 4.2 light years, as the distance is more than 24
trillion miles! And that is just to the next nearest star after the Sun.
How many stars are there in the Universe? Astronomers recently estimated that
there are about 70,000 million, million, million stars.
As you sit there you might care to pick up a couple of grains of sand. Let the first
grain represent our Sun, the second grain the next nearest star to us. Then look
at the whole beach and after that consider all the beaches on Earth, with every
grain of sand representing a star …. then it gives some meaning to the phrase
“God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.”

ACROSS: 1, Wife. 3, To battle. 8, Obal. 9, Disciple. 11, Bitterness. 14,
Niacin. 15, Attain. 17, Passionate. 20, Tertiary. 21, Meet. 22, Weakness.
23, Deer.
DOWN: 1, Woodbine. 2, Feast day. 4, Orient. 5, Accusation. 6, Type. 7,
Eyes. 10, Dedication. 12, Gadarene. 13, Ancestor. 16, Esdras. 18, Stew.
19, Area.
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Retiring Collection for July – Action for Children
Action for Children is the children's charity of the Methodist Church. founded in
1869 in response to the poverty and danger faced by vulnerable and destitute
children and young people living rough on the streets of London.
What do we do?
We protect and support children and young people. We do this by providing
practical and emotional care and support. We make sure their voices are heard.
And we campaign to bring lasting improvements to their lives.
Today, we run 512 services in local communities across the UK, in schools and
online.
What we have achieved
We’ve been helping children for more than 150 years. In 2020/21 we helped
604,885 children, young people and families. This was only possible with your
support.
• 189,000: the number of people reached with mental health support in
2020/21.
• 361,000: the number of people reached by our online parenting advice
service, Parent Talk, in 2020/21.
Where your money goes
Your donations help us to support vulnerable children, young people and
their families in the UK.
87p of every £1* we spend goes directly towards helping children, young
people and their families. Your support is so important right now because levels
of financial hardship, abuse and neglect have been rising. We’ve seen a huge
surge in demand for our services. Your donations help us to run these essential
services, which give vulnerable children and families a vital lifeline.
We make sure that every penny you donate goes where it will have the greatest
impact on children’s lives.
The theme of this year’s Action for Children Sunday service is ‘A star in every
child’. When a child has a safe and happy childhood, you see their star shining.
Action for Children’s campaign focuses on how to get children’s stars shining to
make sure they have a brighter future they deserve. But poverty, abuse and
neglect, and poor mental health are robbing too many children of the bright
futures they deserve.
Together, we can change this.
(Collecting boxes available from Marilyn)
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A summer prayer journey for all ages – from Roots
The Lord said to his people, “Stand at the crossroads and look. Ask for the
ancient paths and where the best road is. Walk in it, and you will live in peace.”’
(Jeremiah 6.16)
Leaving
In order for our journey to
make a difference, we must be
prepared to be changed.
Medieval pilgrims began their
journey by seeking a blessing.
pause and offer yourself and
your intentions to God.
Pray O God, bless me on my journey, and give me the gift of a heart and
mind open to what you might teach as I travel for the sake of Christ. Amen.
What shall I take with me?
Anyone who undertakes a
long journey by foot knows
the dangers of taking too
much luggage. It weighs us
down, we walk more slowly
and become weary.
So too in our daily lives – if we bring with us the burdens of angry thoughts
and resentments, bitterness and regret, anxiety or fear – we will find our
journey through life weighs heavily upon us.
Take a few rough stones in your hands; consider how heavy they are, how
cold and how uncomfortable. Are there any aspects of your life that feel like
these stones? What would it be like to leave them in God’s hands? Are some
unavoidable? Name them, putting down some stones to represent leaving
those burdens with God, but keeping at least one to remind you of that which
God helps you to endure.
Pray O God, help me to lay down the things that weigh heavily in my life; and
help me with the burdens that I must carry, confident that you will share this
load with me. Amen.
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Who am I travelling with?
One of the joys of travelling with
others is that of sharing
conversations and stories,
learning from the experiences of
others and offering one’s own in exchange. Whether you are making this
journey on your own or in a group it is certain that you do not travel alone, for
you take as journey companions all those who have guided and helped you in
your spiritual journey so far. These may be authors of books that have meant a
great deal to you, or church leaders or close friends and family members. As
you journey, name in your heart those who have influenced you.
Pray O God, thank you for the way that [these people have... or name them]
touched my life. Help me to live in such a way that my life too might become an
example to those around me. Amen
Where am I now?
A journey can be a time when
we are able to step back from
our everyday lives and
routines and examine our
priorities and our aims.
As you walk, or looking round your room at home, find five examples
(including images) of a plant or flower, each in a different stage of growth..
Whatever the stage of growth, it reveals something of God’s love and
beauty. What aspects of your life are reflected in these different plants? Are
there some habits or activities that you cling onto, even if their usefulness is
over? What areas may need nurturing in order to blossom and flourish?
Pray O God, thank you for all the times and seasons held within my life;
grant me the grace to fulfil the potential you see in me. Amen.
Where am I going ?
Tiny miracles are happening all
round us, every moment of
our lives, but we are often so
absorbed in where we are
going that we do not stop to
admire where we re right now.
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Take the opportunity of this journey to stop and look round you (or through
your window .
Pray O God, thank you for all that I can see of your love in creation. Help me to
tread the path that is set before me right now, in faith and gratitude. Amen
Encountering difficulties
At some stage on every
pilgrimage there may come a
time of doubt and difficulty.
Perhaps the route will be
confusing, or the weather
poor, the hospitality
indifferent or the landscape
Seeking signs of hope Look for signs of hope during your journey. It might be
a flower on the point of blooming, a smile from someone passing by, or the
sight of a gift or favourite object or photo..
Pray O God, thank you for the light of hope that is held out for us in the
person of Christ. Amen.
Arriving
Our journey is over, and we
have returned to our starting
place. But we are not the same
– the journey has changed us.
But our journey is not over.
We continue onwards in the
love and hope, towards God
who is both our end and our
beginning, our journey companion and our destination.
Pray ‘For all that has been: thanks. For all that is to come: yes!’
our end and our beginning,
(Dag Hammerskjold)
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Antiques Roadshow 2222
On this beautiful summer’s day, the Antiques Roadshow comes from Milton
Keynes built by our ancestors over 250 years ago.
We are here as guests of Amazon’s National Trust, who maintain the
extraordinary ruin behind me here.
I wonder if you can guess it’s original function.
Well, it’s a prime example of what was known as a multi storey car park dating
back to a time before telepathic transportation when the population were
obliged to use “cars” to get around.
Historians will tell you that “cars” were originally objects relying on petrol or
electricity to enable you to move via a system of gears and wheels, with
journeys, which today take minutes often taking several hours to complete.
Ancient Durables Expert Tracy Green (T.G.)
(holding a paper cup with lid) Tell me how did you come to own this?
Lisa: It has been passed down to me. It was originally my great great grand
mother’s.
T.G. My goodness! A wonderful old family heirloom!
Lisa: That’s right. It always had pride of place in our home.
T.G. Any idea what it was used for?
Lisa: Might it be some form of container?
T.G. Well I can tell you it is, in fact, what historians identify as a ‘takeaway
coffee cup’. It dates back to around 2020 to a time when people used to clutch
them at all times.
Lisa: Well, I never!
T.G. Experts believed our ancestors sipped from them every few minutes. We
have no idea why, but one theory is that it was to ward off evil spirits.
Lisa; My goodness! who would have thought it?
T.G. And when they done with one cup they would simply throw it away and
then spend vast sums on another cup! Today examples of these cups are to be
found in every major museum of the world. The most prized examples have
labels saying Starbucks or Costa which were probably names of ancient gods. I
would say this example would make over £3million at auction, or roughly the
price of a pair of trousers.
Lisa: Well, we’re definitely going to keep it. We even may start drinking out of it
on special occasions like birthdays.
T.G. Well I hope it continues to give you great pleasure
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